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About this release 

This document provides an overview of the data used in the production of the Schools, pupils and their 
characteristics: January 2016 statistical first release. 

 

It provides information on the data sources, their coverage and quality and explains the methodology used 
in producing the data. 

 

It is based on the Office for National Statistics’ guidelines for measuring statistical quality.  

 

 

Feedback 

We are changing the way our releases look and welcome feedback on any aspect of this document at: 
infrastructure.statistics@education.gsi.gov.uk  

 

http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/guide-method/method-quality/quality/guidelines-for-measuring-statistical-quality/index.html
mailto:infrastructure.statistics@education.gsi.gov.uk
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About the output 

Data Collection 

Local authorities are required to provide the Department for Education (DfE) with a school census 
return (using a DfE-designed survey instrument) covering a wide range of information on the 
characteristics of schools and the pupils within them in January each year. Additionally, 
independent schools, general hospital schools and alternative provision provide (via the local 
authority) details on the number and characteristics of their pupils at this time. Guidance on what 
is collected in each of the censuses can be found at the links below: 

School Census Guidance 

Independent School Census Guidance 

General Hospital School Census Guidance 

Alternative Provision Census Guidance 

Punctuality  

 

The proposed month of publication is announced on gov.uk at least twelve months in advance 

and precise dates are announced at least four weeks prior to publication. In the unlikely event of 

a change to the pre-announced release schedule, the change and the reasons for it would be 

announced. 

The figures in ‘schools, pupils and their characteristics’ are initially available internally 

approximately two months after the census data collection is completed and the data has been 

cleaned. The pre-announced publication date is chosen in order to allow enough time to produce 

and quality assure all the tables in the release, but ensure that the data is still current and relates 

to the academic year in which it was collected. 

Changes to the tables 

This year, we have added some tables on special educational needs (SEN) which were 
previously published in the ‘Special educational needs in England’ statistics. These are marked 
as tables S1-S8 in the national and local authority tables, and some SEN data has been added to 
the underlying data files accordingly. 
 
We have also removed tables 14a-c, the cross-border movement matrix tables because they 
provide almost identical information to that contained in the underlying data files. The underlying 
data files are in a more user-friendly format and hence these have been retained. 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-census-2014-to-2015-guide-for-schools-and-las
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/school-level-annual-school-census
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/general-hospital-school-census-guide-to-submitting-data
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/alternative-provision-census
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/statistics-special-educational-needs-sen
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Accuracy and reliability 

Data coverage, quality and validation  

For the school census return, all schools that were open on school census day, 21 January 
2016, were required to submit a school census return via their local authorities.  Similarly, all 
open registered independent schools and general hospital schools were required to submit their 
respective returns and all 152 local authorities were required to submit their details of their 
alternative provision in the alternative provision census. 

For the school census and alternative provision census, data were loaded directly into the DfE 
bespoke data collection system; COLLECT (Collections On-Line for Learning, Education, 
Children and Teachers). The data passed through several phases of checking and data 
cleaning. The data that were loaded into COLLECT were subject to a pre-agreed series of 
validation checks to aid the submission of accurate data. Extensive guidance and support was 
provided to schools and local authorities to help them ensure the data they provide was as 
accurate as possible. The guidance aimed to reduce the impact of any local variations by 
collecting data in as consistent a format as possible, and by having extensive phases of 
checking and sign off.  

The independent and general hospital school census returns were either loaded directly into 
COLLECT by the schools themselves, or they submitted a paper version of the return to the 
department, where it was then loaded into COLLECT on their behalf. The school was then 
asked to check that the data had been loaded correctly into COLLECT. 

There are no planned revisions to this Statistical First Release. However, if at a later date we 
need to make a revision, this will comply with the Departmental revisions policy. 

Disclosure Control 

The Code of Practice for Official Statistics requires us to take reasonable steps to ensure that 

our published or disseminated statistics protect confidentiality. 

The data published in this release does not reveal the identity of individuals. Where there is a 
single pupil with a particular characteristic, prior knowledge of that circumstance would be 
required to determine which pupil it is. We deliberately avoid crossing characteristics in this 
release so as to ensure that knowing one piece of information about a pupil would not reveal any 
further information. By doing this, we can avoid suppression or rounding which means that all 
published tables at local or national level should be calculable from the published underlying 
school level data. This in turn means that the practical utility of the statistics, particularly the 
school level data, is not constrained. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://media.education.gov.uk/assets/files/policy%20statement%20on%20revisions.pdf
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Accessibility 

The Statistical First Release (SFR) text is published in pdf format so that it is accessible to all 
users irrespective of their choice of software. Care is also taken to ensure that the document 
meets accessibility guidelines. Key figures are highlighted in the SFR text which also draws out 
the key messages such as changes over time. Small tables or charts illustrating key figures are 
also included in the text.  

 
The SFR is accompanied by formatted Excel tables with clear titles which allow users to find 
more detail than can be provided in the SFR text. Any important limitations or inconsistencies in 
the data are mentioned in footnotes so that users don’t have to refer to the text or this 
document. Information about how each of the individual data items is aggregated to higher 
levels can be found in pupil level code sets section of the school census guidance. 
 
Underlying data are published in flat csv format which helps enable machine readability and 
does not restrict users to a particular software package. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-census-2015-to-2016-guide-for-schools-and-las
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Definitions and coverage 

Definitions 

 

The pupil characteristics data in this release are submitted to the 

department by schools as part of the school census collection.  

The definitions of all the characteristics are listed in the school 

census guidance. 

Coverage The submission of the school census returns, including a set of 

named pupil records, is a statutory requirement on state-funded 

schools under Section 537A of the Education Act 1996. A census 

return is required for all schools in January each year. This is to 

ensure schools provide pupil level data in a consistent manner 

that can support comparisons. 

Completion of the school level annual school census by 

registered independent schools is a statutory requirement under 

the Education (Independent Educational Provision in England) 

(Provision of Information) Regulations 2010. 

The submission of the alternative provision census returns, 

including a named set of pupil records, is a statutory requirement 

on alternative provision providers under the Education 

(Information about Children in Alternative Provision) (England) 

Regulations 2007. 

All data is as reported for school census day, 21 January 2016. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-census-2014-to-2015-guide-for-schools-and-las
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-census-2014-to-2015-guide-for-schools-and-las
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1996/56/section/537A
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2010/2919/contents/made
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2010/2919/contents/made
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2007/1065/made
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2007/1065/made
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2007/1065/made
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Uses and limitations of the data in this publication 

Data Item Uses Limitations 

Numbers of 

pupils in 

schools in 

England 

The number of pupils 

in schools in England, 

split by types of 

school, location and 

phases of education 

These figures do not cover the whole of the 

UK, only England. Only those pupils 

attending schools are included so these 

figures cannot be used as an overall 

population of children in England 

The number 

of pupils 

eligible for 

free school 

meals 

The number of pupils 

eligible for free school 

meals on school 

census day in 

January 2016.  

There may be pupils who were eligible at 

other times in the year but not on census day 

who will not be counted. Cannot be used as 

an indication of the number of pupils eligible 

for the pupil premium. 

Pupil 

ethnicity 

The number of pupils 

with ethnicities as 

declared by parents.  

This information cannot be used as an 

indication of pupils’ nationality or as an 

estimate of current immigration. 

First 

Language 

The number of pupils 

with exposure to a 

language other than 

English in the home 

This information is not an indication of the 

languages spoken in schools, or pupils’ 

proficiency in English.  

Class Sizes The average class 

size of one-teacher 

classes, split into 

infant classes and 

key stage 2 classes 

in primary schools. 

Pupils in classes with more than one teacher 

are not counted. However, there may be 

several other adults (non-teachers) present in 

classes with one teacher. Such classes are 

counted but these statistics do not record the 

presence of such additional adults. These 

figures are not the same as the pupil-teacher 

ratio, which accounts for all pupils enrolled 

and all teachers employed by the school. 

Statutory class size limits only apply to infant 

classes.  

Special 

Educational 

Needs 

(SEN) 

The number of pupils 

with special 

educational needs by 

type of school and by 

type of need.  

These figures are only part of the full 

statistics available. Further SEN data will be 

made available in July 2016 in the ‘Special 

Educational Needs in England: January 2016’ 

statistics, available from: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/st

atistics-special-educational-needs-sen  

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/statistics-special-educational-needs-sen
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/statistics-special-educational-needs-sen
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Further information is available 

Previously published figures Figures for years from 2010 are available on the department’s 

website. 

 

Get in Touch 

If from the media Press Office News Desk, Department for Education, Sanctuary 

Buildings, Great Smith Street, London SW1P 3BT 

020 7783 8300 

If non-media Rob Drake, Infrastructure and Funding Directorate, 

Department for Education, Great Smith Street, London, SW1P 

3BT 

Email: infrastructure.statistics@education.gsi.gov.uk 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/statistics-school-and-pupil-numbers
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/statistics-school-and-pupil-numbers
mailto:infrastructure.statistics@education.gsi.gov.uk
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© Crown copyright 2016 

This publication (not including logos) is licensed under the terms of the Open 

Government Licence v3.0 except where otherwise stated. Where we have identified any 

third party copyright information you will need to obtain permission from the copyright 

holders concerned. 

To view this licence: 

visit  www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/3  

email  psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk 

write to Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London, TW9 4DU 

About this publication: 

enquiries   www.education.gov.uk/contactus  

download  www.gov.uk/government/publications  

Reference:  [SFR20/2016] 

  
Follow us on Twitter: 
@educationgovuk  

Like us on Facebook: 
facebook.com/educationgovuk 

 

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/3/
mailto:psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
http://www.education.gov.uk/contactus
http://www.gov.uk/government/publications
http://twitter.com/educationgovuk
http://www.facebook.com/educationgovuk

