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1. Taught from 2015
The following subjects will be first awarded in 2017.

Subject Tiered Non-exam
assessment

Consultations
and decisions

Final
rules

Accredited
specifications

Comments

English
language

No1 None2 Subject content
(DfE)
Assessment
arrangements
Design rules
Spoken
language skills
Design rules for
spoken language
assessment

Subject
content
(DfE)
Design
rules

AQA
OCR
Pearson
WJEC Eduqas

Separate reported grade for spoken language. A statement
from the school or college is required to confirm that
spoken language opportunities have been provided.

English
literature

No1 None3 Subject content
(DfE)
Assessment

Subject
content
(DfE)

AQA
OCR
Pearson
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arrangements
Design rules

Design
rules

WJEC Eduqas

Maths Yes None Subject content
(DfE)
Assessment
arrangements
Design rules

Subject
content
(DfE)
Design
rules

AQA
OCR
Pearson
WJEC Eduqas

 

2. Taught from 2016
The following subjects will be first awarded in 2018.

Subject Tiered Non-exam
assessment

Consultations
and
decisions

Final rules Accredited
specifications

Comments

Art and
design

No 100% Subject
content(DfE)
Asessment
arrangements
Design rules

Subject
content(DfE)
Design rules

AQA 
OCR 
Pearson 
WJEC Eduqas

 

Biology Yes None3 Subject
content(DfE)
Assessment
arangements
Assessing
practical work
Design rules

Subject
content
(DfE)
Design rules

AQA 
OCR A 
OCR B 
Pearson 
WJEC Eduqas

At least 8 mandatory practical activities, confirmed by
school statement. 15% of exam marks test
understanding of practical work. 10% of exam marks
test maths skills.

Chemistry Yes None3 Subject
content (DfE)
Assessment
arrangements
Assessing
practical work
Design rules

Subject
content
(DfE)
Design rules

AQA 
OCR A 
OCR B 
Pearson 
WJEC Eduqas

At least 8 mandatory practical activities, confirmed by
school statement. 15% of exam marks test
understanding of practical work. 20% of exam marks
test maths skills.

Citizenship
studies

No None4 Subject
content(DfE)
Assessment
arrangements
Design rules

Subject
content
Design rules

AQA 
OCR 
Pearson

School statement confirming opportunities for
citizenship action. 15% of exam marks for ‘citizenship
action questions’.

Classical
Greek

No None Subject
content(DfE)
Assessment
arrangements
Design rules

Subject
content
Design rules

OCR  

Combined
science

Yes None Subject
content(DfE)
Assessment
arrangements
Assessing
practical work

Subject
content
Design rules

AQA (synergy)

AQA (trilogy) 
OCR A 
OCR B 
Pearson 

New subject.
Double award: grades from 9-9 to 1-1.
At least 16 mandatory practical activities, confirmed
by school statement.
15% of exam marks test understanding of practical
work.
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https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-reform-regulations-for-ancient-languages
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Design rules WJEC Eduqas 20% of exam marks test maths skills.

Computer
science

No 20% Subject
content(DfE)
Assessment
arrangements
Design rules

Subject
content
Design rules

AQA 
OCR 
Pearson 
WJEC Eduqas

New subject.

Dance No 60%5 Subject
content(DfE)
Assessment
arrangements
Design rules

Subject
content
Design rules

AQA  

Drama No 60%6 Subject
content(DfE)
Assessment
arrangements
Design rules

Subject
content
Design rules

AQA 
OCR 
Pearson 
WJEC Eduqas

 

Food
preparation
and
nutrition

No 50% Subject
content(DfE)
Assessment
arrangements
Design rules

Subject
content
Design rules

AQA 
OCR 
WJEC Eduqas

New subject

French Yes 25%7 Subject
content(DfE)
Assessment
arrangements
Design rules

Subject
content
Design rules

AQA 
Pearson 
WJEC Eduqas

 

Geography No1 None3 Subject
content(DfE)
Assessment
arrangements
Design rules

Subject
content
Design rules

AQA 
OCR A 
OCR B 
Pearson A 
Pearson B 
WJEC Eduqas
A 
WJEC Eduqas
B

School statement confirming opportunities for
fieldwork. Minimum 15% of exam marks for ‘fieldwork
questions’.

German Yes 25%7 Subject
content(DfE)
Assessment
arrangements
Design rules

Subject
content
Design rules

AQA 
Pearson 
WJEC Eduqas

 

History No None3 Subject
content(DfE)
Assessment
arrangements
Design rules

Subject
content
Design rules

AQA 
OCR A 
OCR B 
Pearson 
WJEC Eduqas

 

Latin No1 None Subject
content(DfE)
Assessment
arrangements
Design rules

Subject
content
Design rules

OCR 
WJEC Eduqas

 

8
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https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-reform-regulations-for-modern-foreign-languages
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcse-subject-content
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcse-subject-content
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcses-9-to-1-requirements-and-guidance
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/french-8658
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/french-2016.html
http://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/french/gcse/
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-subject-content-and-assessment-objectives
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-subject-content-and-assessment-objectives
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-subject-content-and-assessment-objectives
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-subject-content-and-assessment-objectives
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20141110161323/http:/comment.ofqual.gov.uk/gcse-reform-june-2013/
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20141110161323/http:/comment.ofqual.gov.uk/gcse-reform-june-2013/
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-reform-regulations-for-geography
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcse-subject-content
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcse-subject-content
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcses-9-to-1-requirements-and-guidance
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/gcse/geography-8035
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse-geography-a-geographical-themes-j383-from-2016/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse-geography-b-geography-for-enquiring-minds-j384-from-2016/
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/geography-a-2016.html
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/geography-b-2016.html
http://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/geography/gcse-a/
http://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/geography/gcse-a/
http://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/geography/gcse-b/
http://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/geography/gcse-b/
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-subject-content-and-assessment-objectives
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-subject-content-and-assessment-objectives
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-subject-content-and-assessment-objectives
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-subject-content-and-assessment-objectives
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20141110161323/http:/comment.ofqual.gov.uk/gcse-reform-june-2013/
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20141110161323/http:/comment.ofqual.gov.uk/gcse-reform-june-2013/
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-reform-regulations-for-modern-foreign-languages
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcse-subject-content
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcse-subject-content
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcses-9-to-1-requirements-and-guidance
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/german-8668
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/german-2016.html
http://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/german/gcse/
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-subject-content-and-assessment-objectives
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-subject-content-and-assessment-objectives
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-subject-content-and-assessment-objectives
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-subject-content-and-assessment-objectives
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20141110161323/http:/comment.ofqual.gov.uk/gcse-reform-june-2013/
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20141110161323/http:/comment.ofqual.gov.uk/gcse-reform-june-2013/
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-reform-regulations-for-history
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcse-subject-content
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcse-subject-content
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcses-9-to-1-requirements-and-guidance
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/history/gcse/history-8145
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse-history-a-explaining-the-modern-world-j410-from-2016/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse-history-b-schools-history-project-j411-from-2016/
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/history-2016.html
http://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/history/
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-subject-content-and-assessment-objectives
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-subject-content-and-assessment-objectives
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-subject-content-and-assessment-objectives
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-subject-content-and-assessment-objectives
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20141110161323/http:/comment.ofqual.gov.uk/modern-foreign-and-ancient-languages/
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20141110161323/http:/comment.ofqual.gov.uk/modern-foreign-and-ancient-languages/
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-reform-regulations-for-ancient-languages
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcse-subject-content
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcse-subject-content
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcses-9-to-1-requirements-and-guidance
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse-latin-j282-from-2016/
http://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/latin/
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Music No 60% Subject
content(DfE)
Assessment
arrangements
Design rules

Subject
content
Design rules

AQA 
OCR 
Pearson 
WJEC Eduqas

 

Physical
education

No 40%7 Subject
content(DfE)
Assessment
arrangements
Design rules

Subject
content
Design rules

AQA 
OCR 
Pearson 
WJEC Eduqas

 

Physics Yes None3 Subject
content(DfE)
Assessment
arrangements
Assessing
practical work
Design rules

Subject
content
Design rules

AQA 
OCR A 
OCR B 
Pearson 
WJEC Eduqas

At least 8 mandatory practical activities, confirmed by
school statement.
15% of exam marks test understanding of practical
work.
30% of exam marks test maths skills.

Religious
studies

No None Subject
content(DfE)
Assessment
arrangements
Design rules

Subject
content
Design rules

AQA A 
AQA B 
AQA (short
course)
OCR 
WJEC Eduqas

 

Spanish Yes 25%7 Subject
content(DfE)
Assessment
arrangements
Design rules

Subject
content
Design rules

AQA 
Pearson 
WJEC Eduqas

 

3. Taught from 2017
The following subjects will be first awarded in 2019.

Subject Tiered Non-exam
assessment

Consultations
and
decisions

Final
rules

Accredited
specifications

Comments

Ancient history No None3 Subject
content (DfE)
Assessment
arrangements 
Design rules

Subject
content

Design
rules

OCR  

Astronomy No None3 Subject
content (DfE)
Assessment
arrangements 
Design rules

Subject
content

Design
rules

Pearson Mandatory observational
work, confirmed by school
statement. 15% of exam
marks test understanding
of observational work. 20%
of exam marks test maths
skills.

Business No None3 Subject
content (DfE)

Subject
content

AQA 
OCR 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-and-a-level-reform
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-and-a-level-reform
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-and-a-level-reform
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-and-a-level-reform
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcses-as-and-a-levels-reform-of-subjects-for-september-2016
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcses-as-and-a-levels-reform-of-subjects-for-september-2016
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-as-and-a-level-reform-regulations-for-music
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcse-subject-content
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcse-subject-content
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcses-9-to-1-requirements-and-guidance
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/music/gcse/music-8271
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse-music-j536-from-2016/
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/music-2016.html
http://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/music/gcse/
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-and-a-level-reform
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-and-a-level-reform
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-and-a-level-reform
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-and-a-level-reform
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcses-as-and-a-levels-reform-of-subjects-for-september-2016
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcses-as-and-a-levels-reform-of-subjects-for-september-2016
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-as-and-a-level-reform-regulations-for-physical-education
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcse-subject-content
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcse-subject-content
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcses-9-to-1-requirements-and-guidance
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/physical-education/gcse/physical-education-8582
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse-physical-education-j587-from-2016/
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/physical-education-2016.html
http://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/physical-education/gcse/
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-subject-content-and-assessment-objectives
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-subject-content-and-assessment-objectives
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-subject-content-and-assessment-objectives
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-subject-content-and-assessment-objectives
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20141110161323/http:/comment.ofqual.gov.uk/gcse-reform-june-2013/
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20141110161323/http:/comment.ofqual.gov.uk/gcse-reform-june-2013/
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/assessing-practical-work-in-gcse-science
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/assessing-practical-work-in-gcse-science
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-reform-regulations-for-science
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcse-subject-content
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcse-subject-content
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcses-9-to-1-requirements-and-guidance
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/physics-8463
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse-gateway-science-suite-physics-a-j249-from-2016/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse-twenty-first-century-science-suite-physics-b-j259-from-2016/
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/sciences-2016.html#tab-3
http://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/physics/gcse/
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-and-a-level-reform-religious-studies
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-and-a-level-reform-religious-studies
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-and-a-level-reform-religious-studies
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-and-a-level-reform-religious-studies
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/religious-studies-gcses-as-and-a-levels-new-qualifications-for-2016
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/religious-studies-gcses-as-and-a-levels-new-qualifications-for-2016
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-as-and-a-level-reform-regulations-for-religious-studies
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcse-subject-content
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcse-subject-content
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcses-9-to-1-requirements-and-guidance
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/religious-studies/gcse/religious-studies-a-8062
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/religious-studies/gcse/religious-studies-b-8063
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/religious-studies/gcse/religious-studies-short-course-8061
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/religious-studies/gcse/religious-studies-short-course-8061
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse-religious-studies-j625-j125-from-2016/
http://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/religious-studies/gcse/
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-subject-content-and-assessment-objectives
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-subject-content-and-assessment-objectives
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-subject-content-and-assessment-objectives
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-subject-content-and-assessment-objectives
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20141110161323/http:/comment.ofqual.gov.uk/modern-foreign-and-ancient-languages/
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20141110161323/http:/comment.ofqual.gov.uk/modern-foreign-and-ancient-languages/
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-reform-regulations-for-modern-foreign-languages
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcse-subject-content
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcse-subject-content
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcses-9-to-1-requirements-and-guidance
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/spanish-8698
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/spanish-2016.html
http://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/spanish/gcse/
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/further-gcse-and-a-level-content-for-teaching-from-september-2017
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/further-gcse-and-a-level-content-for-teaching-from-september-2017
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/further-gcse-and-a-level-content-for-teaching-from-september-2017
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/further-gcse-and-a-level-content-for-teaching-from-september-2017
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/developing-new-gcses-as-and-a-levels-for-first-teaching-in-2017
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/developing-new-gcses-as-and-a-levels-for-first-teaching-in-2017
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-as-and-a-level-reform-regulations-for-ancient-history-and-classical-civilisation
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcse-subject-content
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcse-subject-content
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcses-9-to-1-requirements-and-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcses-9-to-1-requirements-and-guidance
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse-ancient-history-j198-from-2017/
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-and-a-level-reform-content-for-teaching-from-september-2017
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-and-a-level-reform-content-for-teaching-from-september-2017
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-and-a-level-reform-content-for-teaching-from-september-2017
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-and-a-level-reform-content-for-teaching-from-september-2017
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/development-of-new-gcses-and-a-levels-for-teaching-from-2017
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/development-of-new-gcses-and-a-levels-for-teaching-from-2017
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-reform-regulations-for-astronomy
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcse-subject-content
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcse-subject-content
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcses-9-to-1-requirements-and-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcses-9-to-1-requirements-and-guidance
http://qualifications.pearson.com/content/demo/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/astronomy-2017.html
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-and-a-level-reform-content-for-teaching-from-september-2017
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-and-a-level-reform-content-for-teaching-from-september-2017
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-and-a-level-reform-content-for-teaching-from-september-2017
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-and-a-level-reform-content-for-teaching-from-september-2017
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcse-subject-content
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcse-subject-content
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/business-subjects/gcse/business-8132
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse-business-j204-from-2017/
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Assessment
arrangements 
Design rules

Design
rules

Pearson 
WJEC Eduqas

Classical civilisation No 1 None3 Subject
content (DfE)
Assessment
arrangements 
Design rules

Subject
content

Design
rules

OCR  

Design and technology No 50%7 Subject
content (DfE)
Assessment
arrangements 
Design rules

Subject
content

Design
rules

AQA 
OCR 
Pearson 
WJEC Eduqas

15% of exam marks test
maths skills.

Economics No None Subject
content (DfE)
Assessment
arrangements 
Design rules

Subject
content

Design
rules

AQA 
OCR

 

Electronics No 20%3 Subject
content (DfE)
Assessment
arrangements 
Design rules

Subject
content

Design
rules

WJEC Eduqas  

Engineering No 40%7 Subject
content (DfE)
Assessment
arrangements 
Design rules

Subject
content

Design
rules

AQA 20% of exam marks test
maths skills.

Film studies No 30%9 Subject
content (DfE)
Assessment
arrangements 
Design rules

Subject
content
Design
rules

OCR 
WJEC Eduqas

 

Geology No None3 Subject
content (DfE)
Assessment
arrangements 
Design rules

Subject
content

Design
rules

WJEC Eduqas School statement
confirming opportunities for
fieldwork. Minimum 15% of
exam marks for geological
skills and techniques. 10%
of exam marks test maths
skills.

Media studies No 30%7 Subject
content (DfE)
Assessment
arrangements 
Design rules

Subject
content

Design
rules

WJEC Eduqas  

Modern foreign languages (Arabic, Bengali,
Chinese, Italian, Japanese, Modern Greek,
Modern Hebrew, Panjabi, Polish, Russian,
Urdu)

Yes 25%7 Design rules Subject
content

Design
rules

Arabic
(Pearson) 
Bengali (AQA) 
Chinese
(AQA) 
Chinese
(Pearson) 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/development-of-new-gcses-and-a-levels-for-teaching-from-2017
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/development-of-new-gcses-and-a-levels-for-teaching-from-2017
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-reform-regulations-for-business-and-economics
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcses-9-to-1-requirements-and-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcses-9-to-1-requirements-and-guidance
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/business-2017.html
http://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/business/gcse/
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/further-gcse-and-a-level-content-for-teaching-from-september-2017
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/further-gcse-and-a-level-content-for-teaching-from-september-2017
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/further-gcse-and-a-level-content-for-teaching-from-september-2017
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/further-gcse-and-a-level-content-for-teaching-from-september-2017
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/developing-new-gcses-as-and-a-levels-for-first-teaching-in-2017
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/developing-new-gcses-as-and-a-levels-for-first-teaching-in-2017
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-as-and-a-level-reform-regulations-for-ancient-history-and-classical-civilisation
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcse-subject-content
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcse-subject-content
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcses-9-to-1-requirements-and-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcses-9-to-1-requirements-and-guidance
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse-classical-civilisation-j199-from-2017/
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-reform-design-and-technology
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-reform-design-and-technology
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-reform-design-and-technology
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-reform-design-and-technology
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-reform-regulations-for-design-and-technology
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-reform-regulations-for-design-and-technology
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-as-and-a-level-reform-regulations-for-engineering-and-design-and-technology
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcse-subject-content
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcse-subject-content
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcses-9-to-1-requirements-and-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcses-9-to-1-requirements-and-guidance
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/design-and-technology/gcse/design-and-technology-8552
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse-design-and-technology-j310-from-2017/
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/design-and-technology-2017.html
http://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/design-and-technology/gcse/
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-and-a-level-reform-content-for-teaching-from-september-2017
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-and-a-level-reform-content-for-teaching-from-september-2017
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-and-a-level-reform-content-for-teaching-from-september-2017
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-and-a-level-reform-content-for-teaching-from-september-2017
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/development-of-new-gcses-and-a-levels-for-teaching-from-2017
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/development-of-new-gcses-and-a-levels-for-teaching-from-2017
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-reform-regulations-for-business-and-economics
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcse-subject-content
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcse-subject-content
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcses-9-to-1-requirements-and-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcses-9-to-1-requirements-and-guidance
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/economics/gcse/economics-8136
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse-economics-j205-from-2017/
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https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcse-subject-content
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcse-subject-content
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcses-9-to-1-requirements-and-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcses-9-to-1-requirements-and-guidance
http://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/electronics/gcse/
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-and-a-level-reform-content-for-teaching-from-september-2017
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-and-a-level-reform-content-for-teaching-from-september-2017
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-and-a-level-reform-content-for-teaching-from-september-2017
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-and-a-level-reform-content-for-teaching-from-september-2017
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/development-of-new-gcses-and-a-levels-for-teaching-from-2017
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/development-of-new-gcses-and-a-levels-for-teaching-from-2017
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-as-and-a-level-reform-regulations-for-engineering-and-design-and-technology
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcse-subject-content
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcse-subject-content
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcses-9-to-1-requirements-and-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcses-9-to-1-requirements-and-guidance
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/engineering/gcse/engineering-8852
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/further-gcse-and-a-level-content-for-teaching-from-september-2017
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/further-gcse-and-a-level-content-for-teaching-from-september-2017
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/further-gcse-and-a-level-content-for-teaching-from-september-2017
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https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/developing-new-gcses-as-and-a-levels-for-first-teaching-in-2017
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-as-and-a-level-reform-regulations-for-film-studies-and-media-studies
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcse-subject-content
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcse-subject-content
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcses-9-to-1-requirements-and-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcses-9-to-1-requirements-and-guidance
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse-film-studies-j527-from-2017/
http://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/film-studies/gcse/
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-and-a-level-reform-content-for-teaching-from-september-2017
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-and-a-level-reform-content-for-teaching-from-september-2017
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-and-a-level-reform-content-for-teaching-from-september-2017
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-and-a-level-reform-content-for-teaching-from-september-2017
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/development-of-new-gcses-and-a-levels-for-teaching-from-2017
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/development-of-new-gcses-and-a-levels-for-teaching-from-2017
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-reform-regulations-for-geology
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcse-subject-content
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcse-subject-content
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcses-9-to-1-requirements-and-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcses-9-to-1-requirements-and-guidance
http://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/geology/gcse/
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/further-gcse-and-a-level-content-for-teaching-from-september-2017
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/further-gcse-and-a-level-content-for-teaching-from-september-2017
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/further-gcse-and-a-level-content-for-teaching-from-september-2017
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/further-gcse-and-a-level-content-for-teaching-from-september-2017
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/developing-new-gcses-as-and-a-levels-for-first-teaching-in-2017
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/developing-new-gcses-as-and-a-levels-for-first-teaching-in-2017
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-as-and-a-level-reform-regulations-for-film-studies-and-media-studies
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcse-subject-content
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcse-subject-content
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcses-9-to-1-requirements-and-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcses-9-to-1-requirements-and-guidance
http://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/media-studies/gcse/
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-as-and-a-level-reform-regulations-for-modern-foreign-languages
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcse-subject-content
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcse-subject-content
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcses-9-to-1-requirements-and-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcses-9-to-1-requirements-and-guidance
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/arabic-2017.html
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/chinese-2017.html
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Italian (AQA) 
Italian
(Pearson) 
Japanese
(Pearson) 
modern Greek
(Pearson) 
modern
Hebrew (AQA)

Polish (AQA) 
Panjabi (AQA) 
Russian
(Pearson) 
Urdu (AQA) 
Urdu
(Pearson)

Physical Education (short course) No 40%7 Subject
content (DfE)
Assessment
arrangements 
Design rules

Subject
content

Design
rules

Pearson 
WJEC Eduqas

 

Psychology No None Subject
content (DfE)
Assessment
arrangements 
Design rules

Subject
content

Design
rules

AQA 
OCR 
Pearson

20% of exam marks test
knowledge and
understanding of research
methods. 10% of exam
marks test maths skills.

Sociology No None Subject
content (DfE)
Assessment
arrangements 
Design rules

Subject
content

Design
rules

AQA 
WJEC Eduqas

15% of exam marks test
knowledge and
understanding of research
methods.

Statistics Yes None3 Subject
content (DfE)
Assessment
arrangements 
Design rules

Subject
content

Design
rules

AQA 
Pearson

 

4. Taught from 2018
The following subjects will be first awarded in 2020.

Subject Tiered Non-exam
assessment

Consultations and
decisions

Final
rules

Accredited
specifications

Comments

Biblical Hebrew No None Design rules Subject
content 

   

Modern foreign languages (Gujarati,
Persian, Portuguese, Turkish)

Yes 25%7 Design rules Subject
content 
Design
rules

   

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/italian-2017.html
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/japanese-2017.html
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/greek-2017.html
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/russian-2017.html
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/urdu-2017.html
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-and-a-level-reform-geology-and-politics-pe-short-course
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-and-a-level-reform-geology-and-politics-pe-short-course
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-and-a-level-reform-geology-and-politics-pe-short-course
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-and-a-level-reform-geology-and-politics-pe-short-course
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/developing-geology-politics-and-pe-short-course-for-2017-teaching
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/developing-geology-politics-and-pe-short-course-for-2017-teaching
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-reform-regulations-for-physical-education-short-course
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcse-subject-content
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcse-subject-content
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcses-9-to-1-requirements-and-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcses-9-to-1-requirements-and-guidance
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/physical-education-2016.html
http://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/physical-education/gcse/
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-and-a-level-reform-content-for-teaching-from-september-2017
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-and-a-level-reform-content-for-teaching-from-september-2017
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-and-a-level-reform-content-for-teaching-from-september-2017
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-and-a-level-reform-content-for-teaching-from-september-2017
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/development-of-new-gcses-and-a-levels-for-teaching-from-2017
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/development-of-new-gcses-and-a-levels-for-teaching-from-2017
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-reform-regulations-for-psychology
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcse-subject-content
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcse-subject-content
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcses-9-to-1-requirements-and-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcses-9-to-1-requirements-and-guidance
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/psychology/gcse/psychology-8182
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse-psychology-j203-from-2017/
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/psychology-2017.html
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-and-a-level-reform-content-for-teaching-from-september-2017
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-and-a-level-reform-content-for-teaching-from-september-2017
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-and-a-level-reform-content-for-teaching-from-september-2017
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-and-a-level-reform-content-for-teaching-from-september-2017
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/development-of-new-gcses-and-a-levels-for-teaching-from-2017
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/development-of-new-gcses-and-a-levels-for-teaching-from-2017
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-reform-regulations-for-sociology
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcse-subject-content
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcse-subject-content
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcses-9-to-1-requirements-and-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcses-9-to-1-requirements-and-guidance
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/sociology/gcse/sociology-8192
http://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/sociology/gcse/
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/further-gcse-and-a-level-content-for-teaching-from-september-2017
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/further-gcse-and-a-level-content-for-teaching-from-september-2017
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/further-gcse-and-a-level-content-for-teaching-from-september-2017
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/further-gcse-and-a-level-content-for-teaching-from-september-2017
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/developing-new-gcses-as-and-a-levels-for-first-teaching-in-2017
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/developing-new-gcses-as-and-a-levels-for-first-teaching-in-2017
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-reform-regulations-for-statistics
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcse-subject-content
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcse-subject-content
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcses-9-to-1-requirements-and-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcses-9-to-1-requirements-and-guidance
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/mathematics/gcse/statistics-8382
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/statistics-2017.html
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/reforming-gcses-as-and-a-levels-in-biblical-hebrew
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/gcse-ancient-foreign-languages
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/gcse-ancient-foreign-languages
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-as-and-a-level-reform-regulations-for-modern-foreign-languages
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcse-subject-content
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcse-subject-content
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcses-9-to-1-requirements-and-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcses-9-to-1-requirements-and-guidance
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Births, deaths, marriages and care

Business and self-employed

Childcare and parenting

Citizenship and living in the UK

Crime, justice and the law

Disabled people

Driving and transport

Education and learning

Employing people

Environment and countryside

Housing and local services

Money and tax

1. This is a change from legacy GCSEs  2 3 4 5

2. Legacy GCSEs in both English and English language use 40% 

3. Legacy GCSEs use 25%  2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

4. Legacy GCSEs use 40% 

5. Legacy GCSEs use 80% (as well as the mandatory 60% controlled assessment, legacy GCSEs also
include an externally-assessed performance unit - this is also a form of non-exam assessment) 

6. Legacy GCSEs use between 60% and 100% (as well as the mandatory 60% controlled assessment,
some legacy GCSEs also include an externally-assessed performance unit - this is also a form of non-
exam assessment) 

7. Legacy GCSEs use 60%  2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

8. Legacy GCSEs use between 60% and 80% (as well as the mandatory 60% controlled assessment,
some legacy GCSEs also include an externally-assessed composition unit - this is also a form of non-
exam assessment) 

9. Legacy GCSEs use 50% 

https://www.gov.uk/browse/benefits
https://www.gov.uk/browse/births-deaths-marriages
https://www.gov.uk/browse/business
https://www.gov.uk/browse/childcare-parenting
https://www.gov.uk/browse/citizenship
https://www.gov.uk/browse/justice
https://www.gov.uk/browse/disabilities
https://www.gov.uk/browse/driving
https://www.gov.uk/browse/education
https://www.gov.uk/browse/employing-people
https://www.gov.uk/browse/environment-countryside
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https://www.gov.uk/browse/tax
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