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Introduction

■ The following slides formed part of the training materials for our reading 
experts.

■ For each strand, the first two slides present a definition/description taken from 
the test framework document; the third slide provides an example of a question 
that seems worthy of a low rating and an example of a question that seems 
worthy of a high rating.

■ These questions were selected to be as uncontroversial as possible, in terms 
of their ‘high’ or ‘low’ rating, as agreed with STA test development officials.



ACCESSIBILITY OF THE TARGET INFORMATION



Accessibility of the target information (as defined by STA)

■ This means:
□ the number and proximity of features that need to be located in the text
□ the extent to which the location of the information within the text is identified in the 

question
□ the extent to which competing information in the text and / or distractors may 

mistakenly be selected
■ It can be thought of as, ‘Where can the information be found?’



Low Level of (ATI) Demand High Level of (ATI) Demand

Accessibility of the Target Information

■ The information that needs to be 
located is basic, highly prominent
and limited to one or two pieces.

■ It is clearly located by question 
wording and limited to a short section 
of the text.

■ Competing information is limited.

■ The target information is not strongly 
located by the question.

■ It is not prominent within the text, 
and not limited to one or two pieces.

■ There is significant competing 
information, either within the text or 
in the form of functional distractors.



High Level of (ATI) DemandLow Level of (ATI) Demand

Accessibility of the Target Information



COMPLEXITY OF THE TARGET INFORMATION



Complexity of the Target Information (as defined by STA)

■ This means:
□ the lexico-grammatical density of the stimulus
□ the level of concreteness / abstractness of the target information
□ the level of familiarity of the information needed to answer the question

■ It can be thought of as, ‘What is the language of the text like?’



Low Level of (CTI) Demand High Level of (CTI) Demand

Complexity of the Target Information

■ Target information has a low level of 
abstractness and lexico-
grammatical density, is largely 
familiar to pupils and is easily cued
by the wording of the task.

■ Target information has a high level of 
abstractness and lexico-
grammatical density and a low level 
of familiarity.

■ There is a low level of semantic 
match between task wording and 
relevant information in the text.



High Level of (CTI) DemandLow Level of (CTI) Demand

Complexity of the Target Information



TASK-SPECIFIC COMPLEXITY



Task-Specific Complexity (as defined by STA)

■ This means:
□ the degree of cognitive complexity involved in answering the question, from 

retrieval through to inference and higher-level skills.
■ It can be thought of as, ‘How much work is needed to answer the question?’



Low Level of (TSC) Demand High Level of (TSC) Demand

Task-Specific Complexity

■ Requires only simple retrieval, with 
little or no inference and has 
concrete task requirements.

■ There are complex inference and 
abstract task requirements.



High Level of (TSC) DemandLow Level of (TSC) Demand

Task-Specific Complexity



RESPONSE STRATEGY



Response Strategy (as defined by STA)

■ This means:
□ the complexity of the written response required
□ the extent to which pupils need to organise / structure their response

■ It can be thought of as, ‘How easy is it to organise and present the answer?’



Low Level of (RS) Demand High Level of (RS) Demand

Response Strategy

■ Answers will be limited to a few
words and will require little 
organisation.

■ The structure of response required 
will be clearly indicated in the 
question or answer booklet.

■ Answers are extended, and require 
pupils to fully structure and 
organise their own responses.



High Level of (RS) DemandLow Level of (RS) Demand

Response Strategy



TECHNICAL KNOWLEDGE REQUIRED



Technical Knowledge Required (as defined by STA)

■ This means:
□ the extent of knowledge of vocabulary required by the question & the text
□ the subject-specific technical language, and knowledge required that is not given in 

text
■ It can be thought of as, ‘How complex is the language of the question and / or 

the knowledge needed to answer it?’



Low Level of (TKR) Demand High Level of (TKR) Demand

Technical Knowledge Required

■ No complex word meanings or 
subject-specific technical language
is required.

■ Knowledge of complex word 
meanings and subject-specific 
technical language is required.



High Level of (TKR) DemandLow Level of (TKR) Demand

Technical Knowledge Required


