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Continue to use these lists to find out the current status of data collections. The
summary section shows what’s changed since the last update.

Summary of the latest changes
To help reduce the burden on educational and care settings, the Department for
Education (DfE) and its agencies cancelled or paused all but the most essential data
collections, services and requests. An ongoing review of the list is taking place and the
latest updates will be made available on this webpage.

Data collections which will continue

Collection title Data source Further information

16 to 19 grant returns Local authorities None      

2020 to 2021 Capacity and

delivery fund (CDF)

monitoring form

Post-16 providers Collection opened in October      

2021 T Level statistical data

gather

Post-16 providers

delivering T Levels

Collection opened mid-October      

2023 T Level registration Post-16 providers

with a 16 to 19 learner

responsive funding

agreement

Collection due to go live in early 2021      

2-year-old headcount survey Local authorities Collection opened in October, with an extended

window to submit data

     

Academies accounts return Academy trusts Collection opened in November      

Academies capital grant -

Annual assurance exercise

Academies Collection was paused until the end of September

and resumed in October

     

Academy trust account

submission cover sheet

Academy trusts Collection opened on 13 October      

Adoption and special

guardianship leadership

board (ASGLB) data return /

formerly referred to as

Quarterly adoption survey

Local authorities,

voluntary adoption

agencies, and

regional adoption

agencies

Collection to continue but with the deadline

extended

     

Allocation business case

templates

FE, schools and

academies

None      

Alternative provision (AP)

census 2021

Local authorities Collection due to open on 21 January 2021      

Alternative provision free

school place request

Alternative provision

free schools

Collection opened in October to allow for a longer

collection period

     

Annual technical and

vocational qualification

review process

Awarding

organisations

Collection opened in November      

Appeals against admission

(APAD) 2021

Local authorities Collection opened on 11 January 2021      

Assurance of teaching school

and NLE grants

Schools Planned opening in April, opened on 8 June, with

an extension to the closing date until 17 July

     

Asymptomatic testing for

coronavirus (COVID-19) in

schools and colleges incident

form

Schools and colleges None      

Authority proforma tool Local authorities Collection opened on 14 December      

Budget forecast return 3 year

(BFR3Y)

Academy trusts Collection opened 8 July, the deadline was

extended by 2 months to 29 September 2020

     

Capacity and delivery fund Post-16 providers Collection opened on 17 August      

Capital spend survey Local authorities and

academy trusts

Timelines will be extended into 2021 for the first

year of completion, this collection is voluntary for

local authorities

     

Children in need (CIN) census Local authorities Collection continued but with the deadline

extended

     

Children looked after

(SSDA903) return

Local authorities Collection continued but with the deadline

extended

     

Children’s social work

workforce (CSWW) census

Local authorities Opened on 1 October      

CIF (condition improvement

fund)

Schools None      

College COVID November

collection

FE colleges Collection opened in October      

College financial data return FE colleges New collection opened 15 June      

College financial statements FE colleges Collection opened on 30 November      

Condition data collection

(CDC) 2

Schools Collection due to open in February 2021      

Consistent financial reporting

(CFR) 2019 to 2020

Maintained schools

or local authorities on

their behalf

Planned opening in April, opened on 19 June, with

an extension to the closing date until 11 September

     

Course directory FE settings Voluntary during closure period      

DfE initial teacher training

early years recruitment data

Providers Monthly collection, paused from April to July,

resumed on 3 August

     

DSG CFO assurance

statement

Local authorities Opened in September      

Early years census (EYC)

2021

Local authorities (on

behalf of their funded

early years providers)

Collection due to open on 21 January 2021      

Early years setting form Local authorities To be returned bi-weekly by local authorities on

behalf of their early years providers

     

Educational setting status

form

Schools and FE

colleges

To be returned daily by all schools and FE colleges      

Employer support fund pilot:

T- levels

Post-16 providers Collection opened 1 September      

European social fund

supplementary data (ESF

supplementary)

FE settings For 2020 to 2021 academic year we require a full

year to date submission at each mandatory

collection

     

External audit report returns ESFA funded

providers

None      

Financial management

governance self-assessment

(FMGS)

Academy trusts Collection opened on 1 September, with an

extended window to submit data

     

Funding claim FE settings Collection opened on 26 October      

High-needs place change

request form

All funded

institutions in receipt

of high-needs place

funding

Collection opened in October to allow for a longer

collection period

     

Independent training

providers (ITP) financial

return

Independent training

providers

Collection opened on 4 September      

Individualised learner record FE settings For 2020 to 2021 academic year we require a full

year to date submission at each mandatory

collection

     

Individualised learner record

(ESF)

FE settings For 2020 to 2021 academic year we require a full

year to date submission at each mandatory

collection

     

ITT performance profiles Higher education

institutes and school-

centred initial

teacher training

(SCITT) providers

Collection was paused until the end of October,

due to resume in January 2021

     

ITT trainee number census Higher education

institutes and school-

centred initial

teacher training

(SCITT) providers

Collection opened in October      

Key stage standardisation

exercise response survey

Local authorities Collection opened in November      

Local authority capital grant -

annual assurance exercise

Local authorities Collection was paused until the end of September

and resumed in October

     

Land and buildings

collections tool

Academy trusts Collection opened on 6 October      

LCVAP capital grant - annual

assurance exercise

Diocese Collection was paused until the end of September

and resumed in October

     

Local authority moderation

manager and strategic lead

contact survey

Local authorities Collection opened on 13 July, with a return date of

the end of August

     

Local authority reports to the

Schools Adjudicator

Local authorities Return to be reduced to minimum statutory

requirement

     

Multi-academy trust capacity

funding grants: assurance

Academy trusts Collection opened on 6 July      

Music education hubs Music hubs Collection opened in August      

National Leader of

Governance (NLG) grant

payments and assurance

Schools and NLGs Collection opened 10 July      

National professional

qualifications scholarships

38 providers for

scholarships

None      

Phonics screening check:

autumn 2020

Local authorities Following the cancellation of the phonics

screening check in June 2020, in the 2020 to 2021

academic year only, it is statutory for schools to

administer a past version of the phonics screening

check to year 2 pupils

     

Qualified teacher status

(QTS) award exercise

Training providers None      

Register a team leader for

your school or college rapid

coronavirus (COVID-19) test

site

Schools and colleges None      

Revenue funding data

collection

Academies and trusts Opened in October      

School census 2020 to 2021 Schools The autumn collection, opened on 1 October. The

spring collection is due to open on 21 January 2021

     

School exclusion reviews data

collection (APEX) 2021

Local authorities Collection opened on 13 January 2021      

School or college rapid

coronavirus (COVID-19)

contact us

Schools and colleges None      

School preference data

collection – secondary 2021

Local authorities Collection due to open on 1 March 2021      

School level annual school

census (SLASC) from general

hospital schools 2021

Local authorities on

behalf of general

hospital schools

Collection due to open on 21 January 2021      

School Level Annual School

Census (SLASC) from

independent schools 2021

Schools (registered

independent schools

only)

Collection due to open on 21 January 2021      

School workforce census

2020

Academies,

maintained schools

and local authorities

(for centrally

employed school

staff)

Collection opened on 5 November      

Section 251 outturn 2019 to

2020

Local authorities Opened in July      

Secure children’s homes

accommodation

Secure children’s

homes

Planned opening in April, opened on 1 July, with an

extension to the closing date

     

September sufficiency survey Local authorities Smaller more targeted survey went live on 24

August in place of the cancelled autumn

sufficiency exercise

     

Special educational needs

survey (SEN2) 2021

Local authorities Collection opened on 14 January 2021      

SRMSAT Schools resource

management self assessment

tool

Academy trusts Collection due to go live in January 2021      

Statutory Induction for newly

qualified teachers (NQTs) –

outcome collection exercise

 None      

Teacher pension fund grant Local authorities None      

Teaching internship

programme: grant claims for

expenses already incurred

Schools None      

Vulnerable children and

young people survey

Local authorities To be returned fortnightly by local authorities      

Data services which will continue

Collection title Data source Further information

Application to designate religious

character to a school

Local-authority maintained

schools

Paused April to June, reopened 1 June to

collect data before end of summer term

  

Apprenticeship service ESFA funded providers,

employers, end-point

assessment organisations and

citizens

None   

Child safeguarding incident

notification system

Local authorities The online notification system will remain

open

  

Data sharing protocols for 16 to 19

data and MI for local authorities

Local authorities Return required to receive dataset from

ESFA

  

Declare or seek approval for

related party transactions

Academy trust Academies should continue to declare or

seek approval for related party

transactions via the online form, even if

supporting evidence cannot be provided at

this time

  

Extremism in education public

referral form

Public Resumed on 5 June   

Financial health check supplier

registration

Suppliers None   

Future teaching scholars

programme - weekly

recruitment/selection/retention

and contractor website data

Teacher training applicants None   

Get information about schools

(GIAS)

Educational settings The database will remain open   

National Careers Service Area-based contractors None   

National Client Caseload

Information System (NCCIS)

Local authorities Continue (leave open) but voluntary during

closure period

  

National non-domestic rates Academies and trusts To enable academies to claim back money

on rates

  

Property transaction form 2:

application for consent to acquire

or take on a lease of land or

buildings or enter a joint use

agreement

Academies None   

Provide information about your

banking and payments to DfE

Academies/academy

trusts/suppliers and providers

None   

Request for a direction to admit a

child to an academy

Local authorities None   

Risk protection arrangements

(RPA)

RPA members: academies,

trusts, schools and local

authorities

None   

Section 41 Secretary of State

approved list of independent

educational institutions

Independent educational

institutions in England /

independent special schools in

Wales / special post-16

institutions

None   

Subcontracting declarations Training providers None   

Data collections and services which were
cancelled for the 2019 to 2020 academic or
financial year

Collection title Data source Further information

Budget forecast return outturn (BFRO) Academy trusts Collection did not take place in 2020   

Devolved formula capital return for voluntary-

aided schools

Voluntary-aided

schools

Collection discontinued in 2020   

Early years foundation stage profile (EYFSP) 2020 Local authorities

on behalf of state-

funded early years

settings

Collection did not take place in June

2020

  

FE college contact details FE colleges Collection cancelled: no longer

required due to cancellation of exams

and performance table publications in

2020

  

Industry placements - capacity and delivery fund Post-16 providers Collection did not take place in June

2020

  

Key stage 1 (KS1) assessments 2020 Local authorities

on behalf of

schools

Collection did not take place in June

2020

  

Key stage 2 (KS2) multiplication tables check

(MTC) check outcomes 2020

Schools Collection did not take place in 2020   

Key stage 2 (KS2) science sample test (SST)

outcomes 2020

Schools Collection did not take place in 2020   

Key stage 2 national data collection school control

file (used in conjunction with the key stage 2 test

outcome data and key stage 2 teacher

assessments data) 2020

Schools Collection did not take place in 2020   

Key stage 2 pupil file (used in conjunction with the

key stage 2 test outcome data and key stage 2

teacher assessments data ) 2020

Schools Collection did not take place in 2020   

Key tage 2 teacher assessments 2020 Schools Collection did not take place in 2020   

Key stage 2 test outcome data 2020 Schools Collection did not take place in 2020   

National offer day survey Local authorities Replaced by a much shorter collection

of essential information

  

Phonics screening check 2020 Local authorities

on behalf of

schools

Collection did not take place in June

2020

  

School capacity (SCAP) return 2020 Local authorities Collection cancelled. Any queries can

be addressed to

SCAP.PPP@education.gov.uk

  

School census – summer 2020 Schools Collection did not take place in May

2020

  

School financial value standard CFO statement Local authorities Collection did not take place in March

2020

  

Section 251 budget 2020 to 2021 Local authorities Budget return is cancelled for 2020.

The Section 251 outturn went ahead as

planned in July

  

Special provision capital fund (SPCF) – local plan

updates

Local authorities Local authorities will no longer be

required to provide an updated local

plan in order to receive their 2020 to

2021 SPCF grants

  

Subcontracting fees and charges data ESFA funded

providers

Collection did not take place in 2020   

Successful applications to the register of

apprenticeship training providers

Providers,

employers, FE,

HEI

Collection cancelled: decision made

not to reopen collection which closed

on 15 April

  

VA DFC - annual assurance exercise Diocese and non-

diocesan schools

Collection did not take place in 2020   

Data collections and services which will be
cancelled for the 2020 to 2021 academic or
financial year

Collection title Data source Further information

Autumn sufficiency exercise Local authorities Collection cancelled: replaced by a

smaller more targeted survey in

September

  

Childcare and early years providers

survey

Early years providers (school-

based nurseries, maintained

nurseries, childminders and

private, voluntary and

independent providers

Collection cancelled: replaced by a

smaller more targeted survey in spring

  

Childcare and early years survey of

parents

Parents, legal guardians Collection cancelled: replaced by a

smaller more targeted survey in spring

  

Early years foundation stage profile

(EYFSP) 2021

Local authorities on behalf of

state-funded early years

settings

Collection will not take place in June

2021

  

Key stage 1 (KS1) assessments 2021 Local authorities on behalf of

schools

Collection will not take place in June

2021

  

Key stage 2 (KS2) multiplication

tables check (MTC) check outcomes

2021

Schools Statutory collection will not take

place in 2021 (the check can be

completed on an optional basis)

  

Key stage 2 (KS2) science sample test

(SST) outcomes 2021

Schools Collection will not take place in 2021   

Key stage 2 national data collection

school control file (used in conjunction

with the key stage 2 test outcome data

and key stage 2 teacher assessments

data) 2021

Schools Collection will not take place in 2021   

Key stage 2 pupil file (used in

conjunction with the key stage 2 test

outcome data and key stage 2 teacher

assessments data ) 2021

Schools Collection will not take place in 2021   

Key stage 2 teacher assessments 2021 Schools Collection will not take place in 2021   

Key stage 2 test outcome data 2021 Schools Collection will not take place in 2021   

Land and building information request

for new academies

Academies Collection cancelled. Any queries can

be directed to

managing.burdens@education.gov.uk

  

Parental responsibility measures

attendance (PRMA) census

Local authorities Collection cancelled. Any queries can

be directed to

managing.burdens@education.gov.uk

  

Phonics screening check 2021 Local authorities on behalf of

schools

Collection will not take place in June

2021

  

Data collections and services which are
paused
These data collections and services are currently paused. Each of these will be reviewed
on an ongoing basis, in line with criteria outlined in this communication, to determine if
the collections should happen at a later date and, if so, when.

Collection Title Data

source

Further information for

publication

Teaching school alliance and national leaders of education data collections,

including reviews of designations

Schools Collection paused   

Annex: Why data collections were paused or
cancelled
Data collections were cancelled or paused unless they were covered by any of these
principles.

Principle A

The information is essential for DfE to make decisions on action that needs to be taken
to manage the impact of coronavirus (COVID-19).

Principle B

The information is crucial for the running of educational and care settings, to update
guidance or business continuity. This includes essential data that is required:

for ensuring a payment to an institution (where there is no alternative method, for
example, using data already held)

for safety and safeguarding

by law and where legislation does not allow for a relaxation on the collection of this
information or where there is no alternative method, for example, using data already
held

where there is a statutory duty to prepare departmental accounts and to provide
financial assurance to the National Audit Office (NAO)

where the impact of not collecting the information is too great

Principle C

The information is not already collected elsewhere (including by other government
departments or external bodies), or the information cannot be reasonably estimated
from other data already collected.

Principle D

Staff are likely to travel (where they would not otherwise need to) to collate information
or submit the data return (for example, to access paper records), and principles A and B
do not apply.

We have also paused all research data collections that are not related to coronavirus.
DfE is making every effort to ensure that only essential research data collections
proceed, and that these are designed and coordinated to minimise respondent burden.
Whilst these are not mandatory data requests, we appreciate your engagement to the
greatest extent possible to help DfE respond to our users’ needs.

Contact
Email managing.burdens@education.gov.uk if you have any problems with completing
returns that are still open.
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