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	Henley Review of the Funding and Delivery of Music Education – Call for Evidence

The Secretary of State for Education, supported by the Minister for Culture, Communications and Creative Industries has asked Darren Henley to conduct an independent review of music education. The review is looking at how the funding available for music education can most effectively be used to secure the best music education for all children and young people. The review is being supported by a secretariat of Department for Education and Department for Culture, Media and Sport officials. The review was announced on 24 September 2010.
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	Henley Review of the Funding and Delivery of Music Education – Call for Evidence

	A Call for Evidence

	To
Deliverers of music education – both in and out of school – including public, private and voluntary sector providers of music services to children and young people and including schools, parents and carers

Issued
24 September 2010

Enquiries To
Enquiries related to the policy content of the Call for Evidence can be made to music.review@education.gsi.gov.uk 


	1
	A Message from Darren Henley

	1.1
	I am delighted to have been able to accept the Government's invitation to carry out an independent review of the funding and delivery of music education.  One of the things that I have been asked to do is to ensure this review is as open and outward facing as possible.  I will be gathering views and evidence in a variety of different ways through the review, one of which is through a call for evidence.  This letter invites you to respond to this call for evidence - I am eager to hear from anyone who has an interest in music education.

The coalition government has signalled its firm support for music education, indicating that every child should receive a strong, knowledge based cultural education and should have the opportunity to learn to play a musical instrument and to sing. 

The Secretary of State for Education has indicated that, at the outset of the review, I should make a number of assumptions (see below).  It is with these in mind that I shall gather evidence from as many interested individuals and organisations as possible and then make recommendations to the Ministers towards the end of this year about how the future of music education should be shaped.
You can let me know your views on music education by emailing music.review@education.gsi.gov.uk
Darren Henley
Independent Chair of the Funding and Delivery of Music Education review 

Assumptions guiding the review

· Government priorities recognise music as an enriching and valuable academic subject with important areas of knowledge that need be learnt, including how to play an instrument and to sing. 

· Secondary benefits of a quality music education are those of increased self esteem and aspirations; improved behaviour and social skills; and improved academic attainment in areas such as numeracy, literacy and language. There is evidence that music and cultural activity can further not only the education and cultural agendas but also the aspirations for the Big Society.
· Public funding should be used primarily to meet the government priorities of every child having the opportunity to learn a musical instrument and to sing.

· This review should focus initially on securing the best music education for all children and young people (aged 5 – 19) but should also take account of and make recommendations as to how cultural education could be delivered, based on the proposed models for music. 

· Timing is such that any change proposed is unlikely to be achievable from 2011-12 and therefore there need to be recommendations for a transitional stage to take us from the current to the future landscape.
· The focus should be on delivery models which meet the needs of the child or young person as defined by parents and schools rather than being supplier led.

· There should be a clearly defined journey of progression, including the opportunities afforded by the current Music and Dance Scheme and the publicly funded national youth music ensembles.

· Recommendations should include thoughts on initial training and continuing professional development to improve the skills and confidence of classroom teachers to teach music (tackling the main Ofsted criticism of music teaching) as well as specialist teachers and professional musicians going in to schools. 

· Ways of including high quality performance opportunities for children and young people should be put forward. 

· The review should take account of music experience for children and young people both in and out of school.
· Recommendations should include thoughts on whether, and if so how, the pupil premium could be used to fund an approach which uses music to drive improvements across a school and wider into the community. 




	2
	Guidance for submitting evidence

	2.1
	All of the questions are relevant to both individuals and organisations with an interest in music education.  The final comments box could be used to provide details of proven good practice in music education or any other comments that you feel do not fit within the answers to the specific questions.

	3
	How To Respond

	3.1
	Call for Evidence responses should be submitted as early as possible, and no later than 29 October, by e-mail to music.review@education.gsi.gov.uk 

	4
	Additional Copies

	4.1
	If this pack has been e-mailed to you and you think there is someone else who should be responding to this call for evidence please feel free to pass on an electronic copy of the pack to them so that they can submit evidence. 

	5
	Plans for making results public

	5.1
	The recommendations from the Call for Evidence will be published on the DfE and DCMS websites after being submitted to ministers in late 2010.


