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	Our Children, Time to Talk - Young People's Version

We are asking anyone with an interest in making things better for children, young people and families what they think needs to be done to achieve it. We’re calling this nationwide debate Our Children, Time to Talk. The responses we get will help us work out what more we can do for children, families and young people. Of course, we have some ideas of our own, but this is your chance to challenge them and to make sure your views are taken into account.
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Enquiries To
If your enquiry is related to the policy content of the consultation you can contact the Department on:

Telephone: 0870 000 2288

e-mail: info@dcsf.gsi.gov.uk


	1
	Summary

	1.1
	The Department for Children, Schools and Families wants your help in drawing up a Children's Plan for the next 10 years. That's why we're launching a nationwide consultation, Time to Talk. 

We want to: 

Improve the health and well-being of children and young people 
Safeguard the young and vulnerable 
Close the achievement gap between the advantaged and disadvantaged 
Keep raising standards 
Increase post-16 participation and attainment 
Increase the number of children and young people on the path to success. 

We've done well so far. There's more money for schools and SureStart children's centres. Teenage pregnancies are at a 20 year low. And 600,000 children have been lifted out of poverty. 

But 2.8 million children have not. We need to close the gap between poorer children and their better-off peers urgently. 

Parents, children and young people themselves - as well as those who work with them - are uniquely qualified to comment on how we can address these problems. We're less interested in theories than in practical first-hand experience and advice. 

For the first time, one department is now responsible for all policy on the well-being of children and young people. 

We may not all agree on how best to achieve what we want. But the reason why is clear. 

Ed Balls says: "Our mission is to ensure that every child has a chance to make the most of their talents and fulfil their potential. 

"We can only bring genuine opportunity to every child, if every child gets the best possible start in life and the support they need to be happy, healthy and successful." 

 


	2
	How To Respond

	2.1
	You can respond on-line at www.dcsf.gov.uk/consultations/. 

Or in writing to: 

Consultation Unit
Department for Children, Schools and Families
Area 1A
Castle View House
East Lane
Runcorn
Cheshire
WA7 2GJ

or by fax to:01928 794113, or by e-mail to youngtimetotalk@dcsf.gsi.gov.uk
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	Additional Copies

	3.1
	Additional copies are available electronically and can be downloaded from the DCSF consultations site at http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/consultations/ 
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	Plans for making results public

	4.1
	The consultation results will be published on the DCSF website in late Autumn 2007.


