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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Introduction

1. Pupil behaviour in schools has been an issue of concern for many years and the
subject of extensive research. Better Behaviour — Better Learning (Scottish Executive, 2001)
recognised the challenges that teachers and other professionals face, and acknowledged the
wide-ranging causes of indiscipline. In light of this, funding was made available across
Scotland for the implementation of the report’s 36 recommendations.

2. As a result of the recommendations, the Scottish Executive committed to supporting a
range of initiatives, as well as making resources available for professional development
purposes. The Policy Update on Behaviour in Scottish Schools (Scottish Executive, 2004a)
concluded that progress had been made in implementing the recommendations of the former
report and recommended developing further approaches to prevent, and respond to, pupil-on-
pupil violence or aggression. The Scottish Executive committed to instituting ‘regular major
surveys of teachers’ and pupils’ experiences and perceptions of behaviour and discipline in
schools’ (Scottish Executive, 2004a).

3. The main aims of the current study were: to provide clear and robust information on
the nature and extent of behaviour (including positive behaviour) in publicly funded schools
in Scotland; to examine what is effective in preventing and responding to indiscipline; and to
examine what is effective in promoting positive behaviour.

4. The study was designed to build on previous work conducted by Edinburgh
University, but to expand its scope. Thus, in addition to the views of headteachers and
teachers, this study now also sought those of education authority representatives, additional
support staff and pupils. It had 3 strands: telephone interviews with a representative of each
of the 32 local authorities in Scotland; questionnaire surveys to headteachers, teachers and
additional support staff in primary and secondary schools; a questionnaire survey to pupils in
4 primary and 3 secondary schools, as well as pupil focus groups and a contextual staff
interview in those 7 schools; and 8 regional focus groups with school staff.

Overview

5. Overwhelmingly, the headteachers surveyed considered pupils to be generally well
behaved in the classroom, as did the majority of teachers, additional support staff and pupils,
(although all were less emphatic than headteachers). Positive behaviour was much more
frequent in primary schools than at secondary level.

6. Headteachers thought that indiscipline was less serious a problem than teachers and
additional support staff. Secondary school staff were consistently more likely than their
primary counterparts to identify indiscipline as a serious problem. Comparing the
percentages of staff rating the problem as ‘very serious’ with the findings from the Edinburgh
University study (Munn ef al., 2004), the figures are not vastly different. Primary and
secondary teachers’ perceptions of the problem as very serious have increased very slightly
since 2004, while secondary headteachers’ perceptions have decreased.



7. The more positive headteachers, teachers and additional support staff were in their
ratings for their school’s overall ethos, quality of leadership and collegiality, the less serious a
problem they thought indiscipline was. The more supported teachers and additional support
staff felt, the less serious a problem they thought indiscipline was in their school.

8. Indiscipline was thought to occur predominantly in the ‘school playground or yard’,
‘outside school precincts’ or on ‘corridors and stairs’. Secondary headteachers were more
likely than primary headteachers to identify the ‘classroom’.

9. P6 and P7 and S2-S4 were identified by staff and pupils as being the most difficult
year groups (again, largely in line with the 2004 Edinburgh University study) with the
individuals usually causing the indiscipline being: boys; pupils from dysfunctional homes;
and those with behavioural/developmental difficulties.

10. Better Behaviour — Better Learning appears to have affected practice at a local
authority level and, to a lesser extent, at school and classroom level. School staff felt
generally aware of BB-BL and evidence from the school staff survey showed support for a
number of the recommendations being implemented in schools and classrooms.

PART ONE: BEHAVIOUR IN THE CLASSROOM
Positive behaviour in the classroom

11. There were acute differences in perceptions of positive behaviour depending on the
‘world view’ of the respondent type. Pupils themselves were most negative, then additional
support staff, followed by teachers and finally the headteachers.

12. The specific types of positive behaviours that were reported to occur most frequently
in lessons included ‘pupils arriving promptly for classes’, ‘pupils contributing to class
discussions’ and ‘pupils listening to the teacher respectfully’.

13.  Analysis by school sector revealed that positive behaviours occurred much more
frequently at primary level than they did in secondary schools.

14. The more confident teachers felt with regard to responding to indiscipline in their
classrooms, the more likely they were to report positive behaviour as frequently occurring.
Similarly, teachers and support staff who felt supported by their school recorded more
incidences of positive behaviours.

Negative behaviour in the classroom

15. Secondary headteachers were more likely than their primary counterparts to report
that ‘a few’, or ‘some’ pupils were badly behaved in the classroom. The tiny number of
headteachers (2 per cent) who reported that ‘most’, or ‘all/almost all’ pupils were badly
behaved in the classroom were primary headteachers. Factors affecting this might include:
the small size of the school; higher levels of deprivation; or higher levels of special
educational need.
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16. Teachers, additional support staff and pupils were generally less positive than
headteachers about pupil behaviour in lessons. Additional support staff and pupils were more
likely than teachers to report that pupils were badly behaved in ‘some’ or ‘most’ lessons.
Teachers and additional support staff in primary schools were more likely than their
secondary colleagues to report that pupils were badly behaved in ‘none/almost none’ of their
lessons.

17. The classroom behaviours encountered by school staff (headteachers, teachers and
additional support staff) most frequently within a typical week of teaching were low level, in
particular ‘talking out of turn’, ‘making unnecessary (non-verbal) noise’, ‘hindering or
distracting others’ and ‘pupils leaving their seat without permission’. More serious
indiscipline, such as physical violence or aggression, was far less likely to occur on a daily
basis, and was hardly ever directed at school staff. These findings are very much in line with
those of the 2004 Edinburgh University study.

18. The very few incidents of racist or sexist abuse towards staff, and physical aggression
or violence towards staff that were reported in the survey, occurred more frequently in
primary schools than in secondary. Increasing numbers of 3- and 4-year olds were reported
to be entering mainstream education with often complex difficulties, or a lack of basic social
skills, which quite often resulted in behavioural problems.

19.  Additional support staff in the survey were consistently more likely than teachers to
identify low-level behaviours as happening in lessons several times daily. This could well be
related to the perception, which is borne out by additional support staff comments in focus
groups, that pupils can be less inclined to do as they are asked by support staff.

20. The low-level indiscipline identified so frequently on a daily basis by teachers and
additional support staff in the school survey was far less likely to referred on to, or directly
encountered by, headteachers.

21.  As identified in the previous Edinburgh University study and reported by staff in the
focus groups in the current study, it is the constant “drip, drip effect” (Munn et al., 2004) of
low-level bad behaviour that grinds school staff down and contributes to a lowering of
morale. Analysis revealed that the more confident teachers felt in responding to indiscipline
in the classroom, the less likely they were to report incidents of negative behaviour. At the
same time, teachers and additional support staff who reported feeling more supported in
school, were also less likely to report incidents of negative behaviour in the classroom.

22. Pupils also identified low-level indiscipline as the type of behaviour they observed in
most of their lessons. The classroom behaviours they reported as occurring several times
daily emerged as broadly similar to those reported by teachers and additional support staff.
Pupils did report incidents of being rude to teachers and of being rowdy more frequently than
staff.

23.  The most challenging classes for school staff were identified as P7 and P6 in primary
schools, and S4, S3 and S2 in secondary schools, although S2 was identified as more of a
problem by teachers than by headteachers. However, the secondary teachers in the sample
reported that they could cope with the behaviour of the majority of their classes.

il



24.  Most teachers in the survey, especially those in primary schools, did not find any of
the behaviours they had reported particularly difficult to deal with. Headteachers and
teachers reported that it was the low-level behaviours identified most frequently by school
staff (in particular, talking out of turn), that had the greatest negative impact on teaching.
Staff focus group participants noted that dealing with such behaviour “wasted” teachers’ time
and hindered teaching and learning. It was also said to be unfair to other pupils and could
have a detrimental effect on their behaviour because they saw poor behaviour being
“rewarded” through increased teacher attention.

25. Pupil comments from their focus groups echoed those of school staff. They reported
that negative behaviour in the classroom disrupted lessons and slowed down the learning
process. Such behaviour was said to be “annoying” and unfair when “bad” pupils received
all the teacher’s attention. Some pupils noted that negative behaviour could escalate,
especially if not contained by the teacher.

PART TWO: BEHAVIOUR AROUND THE SCHOOL AND WITHIN THE LOCAL
COMMUNITY

Positive behaviour around the school

26. The vast majority of the school staff surveyed indicated that ‘all/almost all’ or ‘most’
of the pupils they encountered around the school were generally well behaved. Headteachers
were the most positive, followed by teachers and then support staff. Pupils were most
negative in their assessment of their peers’ behaviour around the school.

27.  Headteachers were consistently more positive than teachers in their appraisals of the
frequency of positive behaviours evident around the school. Primary school staff reported
seeing the positive behaviours more often than their secondary colleagues.

28. The more confident teachers felt themselves to be with regard to responding to
indiscipline in their classrooms, the more likely they were to report observing positive
behaviours around the school. Similarly, the more supported teachers felt by their schools,
the more likely they were to register encountering positive behaviours around the school.

Negative behaviour around the school and within the local community

29. Headteachers were generally more positive than teachers about the behaviour of their
pupils around school. Teachers were more than twice as likely as headteachers to report that
‘some’ or ‘most’ pupils were badly behaved around school.

30.  Negative behaviour around school was identified as more of a problem in secondary
schools than in primary schools. Secondary staff in the focus groups identified off-site
locations at breaktimes and lunchtimes as particularly problematic in terms of behaviour.

31.  As with negative behaviour in the classroom, the tiny number of headteachers who

reported that ‘all/almost all’ pupils were badly behaved around school, were primary
headteachers.
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32. The types of behaviour around the school encountered most frequently by
headteachers and teachers were: ‘running in the corridor’; ‘unruliness while waiting’;
‘persistently infringing school rules’; ‘cheeky or impertinent remarks or responses’; ‘showing
a lack of concern for others’; ‘loitering in ‘prohibited’ areas’; ‘general pupil rowdiness or
mucking about’; and, to a lesser extent, ‘general verbal abuse towards other pupils’.
Teachers were more likely than headteachers to identify these behaviours as ones they
encountered on a daily basis. More serious incidents such as physical aggression or violence
towards staff were rare.

33. Incidents of negative behaviour around school were reported more frequently (i.e. at
least daily) in secondary schools, which is perhaps not surprising given the greater
opportunities for such behaviour afforded by moving from lesson to lesson. Secondary
school staff in the focus groups particularly referred to corridors and stairs as locations for
negative behaviour outside the classroom.

34, The very few incidents of physical aggression or violence towards staff that were
reported around school occurred more frequently in primary schools than in secondary.

35. The more confident staff felt in responding to indiscipline in their classrooms, the less
likely they were to report incidents of negative behaviour around school. At the same time,
those teachers who identified a greater level of support available to them in school were less
likely to report incidents of negative behaviour around school.

36.  Most teachers, particularly in primary schools, did not find the negative behaviour
around school they had reported particularly difficult to deal with. Secondary teachers were
more likely than their primary counterparts to identify some degree of difficulty in dealing
with negative behaviour around school.

37. Complaints were not frequently received by headteachers from the general public,
local community or the media about the conduct of their pupils outside the school premises.
Secondary headteachers were more likely than primary headteachers to report receiving
complaints. The most common basis for a complaint was, for primary headteachers, ‘verbal
abuse’ and ‘cheeky or impertinent remarks to members of the public’, while for secondary
headteachers, it was’ general rowdiness/horseplay’ and ‘anti-social behaviour’.

38.  Headteachers, teachers and additional support staff did not perceive pupil violence to
be a particular problem in their school. Teachers were the least positive of the 3 groups, with
just over a third reporting that they thought it was a problem. Pupil violence was considered
to be more serious by secondary school staff, particularly secondary teachers.

39.  Primary headteachers surveyed in the current study in 2006 perceived pupil violence
to be less of a problem than those primary headteachers surveyed in the Edinburgh University
study in 2004, while secondary teachers surveyed in 2006 perceived it to be more of a
problem than those secondary teachers surveyed in 2004.

40. Staff reporting pupil violence as a problem in their school were most likely to cite
‘pupil-to-pupil verbal abuse/aggression’. A higher percentage of teachers and additional
support staff identified verbal abuse/aggression towards teachers than did headteachers.
Physical violence towards teachers was reported to be rare.



41.  Analysis showed a significant relationship between experience of violence and the
length of time headteachers had been in that role, but not for either of the other two staff
groups (teachers and additional support staff). That said, however, far fewer teachers who
had been in role for 3 years or less had experienced a violent incident compared with the
proportion who had been teaching for 4 years or more.

42.  The majority of school staff who had experienced violence against them had reported
it. Headteachers were most likely to report violent incidents to the local authority, and
teachers and primary additional support staff to the headteacher. Secondary support staff
were more likely to refer incidents to their line manager in school and SMT before the
headteacher. Secondary headteachers also reported referring incidents to the police when
appropriate.

43. Local authority interviewees confirmed that most authorities operated a centralised
system for schools to report incidents of violence by pupils to them. Incidents were typically
recorded on a form within the school and logged onto a database by the local authority for
termly or annual review. Follow-up after a serious or violent incident had been recorded
included: identifying schools in need of additional support; offering direct support and
counselling to staff; and (for very serious incidents) instigating risk assessments to look at
what can be put in place to minimise the risks to staff and other pupils (e.g. de-
escalation/physical intervention training).

PART THREE: EFFECTIVE PRACTICE IN MANAGING BEHAVIOUR
Approaches to managing behaviour

44, Local authorities were rolling out, and piloting, a range of initiatives/strategies (e.g.
Staged Intervention/Framework for Intervention (FFI); Solution-Oriented Schools; and
Restorative Practices).

45. The majority of schools operated a school-wide behaviour/discipline policy; used a
range of rules and reward systems; had a school uniform; and were involving parents and
pupils in school-wide issues. Pupil support bases; home-link workers; integrated support
teams; pupil councils and buddying/mentoring schemes were used to a lesser extent.

46. Referral to a key member of staff was a much reported strategy for managing
behaviour: over three-quarters of headteachers and teachers ‘frequently’ or ‘sometimes’
employed it in their school. A third of both headteachers and teachers stated that they
‘frequently’ or ‘sometimes’ made a referral for an exclusion.

47.  Pupils thought schools could do more by: rewarding well behaved pupils; punishing
(more severely) badly behaved pupils; a fairer treatment by teachers; removing badly
behaved pupils; and making lessons more enjoyable.

48.  The ‘top-five’ individuals included by headteachers in whole-school discussion were:
teachers; pupils; learning support staff; parents; and educational psychologists. However,
pupils involved in the survey and focus groups felt that they had not been included in
deciding school rules or devising an anti-bullying policy.
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49. School staff identified the key factors in developing a whole-school approach to
behaviour as: consistency; involvement of parents and pupils; SMT support; school staff
consultation; and flexibility.

50. The vast majority of teachers already felt confident in their ability to promote positive
behaviour and deal with indiscipline in their classroom. Understanding individual pupils’
learning styles and motivations was the approach thought by teachers to be most likely to
increase their confidence (personal safety training was deemed least likely).

51.  Local authority interviewees considered approaches such as Staged Intervention/FFI
to be effective means of responding to indiscipline at a local authority level, as well as a
comprehensive CPD menu; integrated working amongst agencies; a clear inclusion policy;
and inclusion training. Effective approaches at a school and classroom level were: pupil
support bases; alternative, flexible and appropriate curriculum; additional support/behaviour
support staff; and Assertive Discipline.

Support available for staff

52. A diverse range of CPD opportunities was on offer in local authorities. School staff
requested more training in general that was of a practical and proactive nature. An absence
of supply cover was highlighted as an issue.

53.  Nearly three-fifths of headteachers had received some CPD since being in their
current post, which was predominantly provided by the local authority. The majority of
teachers had been involved in some kind of development activity related to behaviour in the
last year.

54. Three-quarters of headteachers had received local authority support for trying new
initiatives for promoting positive behaviour. Most primary headteachers received this
support in the form of advice and consultancy, whilst most secondary headteachers received
additional funding or support staff.

55.  Headteachers, teachers and additional support staff all indicated that the education
authority worked, to a moderately satisfactory level, with schools to promote positive
behaviour. Headteachers were the most positive, followed by additional support staff then
teachers. Primary staff were consistently more positive than secondary staff.

56. School staff who gave higher ratings of how the education authority worked in
partnership with the school, also felt more supported by their school.

57.  All school staff felt generally supported in their school (as measured by the level that
staff could openly talk to colleagues; senior staff would help colleagues; and awareness of
confidential support and counselling in the school). Headteachers agreed the most, followed
by additional support staff and then teachers. Secondary school staff felt less supported than
their primary equivalents.

58.  Teachers had access, to a reasonable degree, to a number of supports to help them
with a difficult class. Primary teachers had access to additional support staff, both in terms of
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whole-class and individual pupils, but had less access to support provided by senior
management within their school, than did secondary teachers.

Conclusion

59. The majority of pupils were reported to be generally well behaved, both in the
classroom and around school. Low-level negative behaviour continues to be the most
prevalent form of indiscipline encountered in schools. Yet, focus group discussions would
suggest that these are also the most wearing for staff. Headteachers continue to be more
optimistic than their staff about indiscipline, whilst the overall picture remains more positive
at primary level than at secondary. In the intervening period since the earlier research by
Edinburgh University, there has been no real decline in standards of behaviour nationally.
However, it may be that addressing the common pattern of low-level indiscipline needs
greater attention, particularly given its reported de-motivating effect on school staff.

60. The very tiny number of schools where ‘most’ or ‘all/almost all’ children were said to
exhibit negative behaviour were actually in the primary sector and the very few incidents of
physical aggression and violence towards staff also occurred more frequently in primary
school responses. These findings were corroborated by local authority staff and in staff focus
group discussions, suggesting that cohorts of very young children are embarking on their
school careers with often complex difficulties, or a lack of basic social skills, which can
result in behavioural problems.

61. The report suggests that there are various ‘world views’ of indiscipline issues which
co-exist within schools and which are dependent on an individual’s status and role within the
institution. Headteachers, teachers and additional support staff all have differing experiences
of the degree and frequency of the positive behaviours and indiscipline they encounter.
Recognising these differences and understanding the perspective of others may be an
important component of any training and professional development in this area.

62.  Additional support staff consistently appeared to be more negative than other school
staff. Their focus groups identified an increasing lack of confidence in their ability to deal
with indiscipline, and this may well indicate the need for further support and training for such
staff, especially where they rely on personal experience rather than a professional skill base
to handle discipline issues. At the same time, additional support staff in the survey indicated
that they were not regularly involved in whole-school discussions and training relating to
behaviour. There may be value in schools giving greater consideration to fully integrating
additional support staff into whole-school behavioural issues.
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CHAPTER ONE INTRODUCTION

Background

1.1 Pupil behaviour in our schools has been an issue of concern for many years and is one
that has been the subject of extensive research in recent decades. In December 2000, the then
Minister for Education, Europe and External Affairs, established a Discipline Task Group in
response to concerns regarding indiscipline in Scottish schools. The remit of that group was
to provide recommendations to the Scottish Executive of strategies focused on ensuring
‘purposeful and orderly’ conditions in schools that would enable all those involved in
education ‘to participate positively and appropriately in the processes of learning and
teaching’ (Scottish Executive, 2001).

1.2 The report produced by the Discipline Task Group, Better Behaviour — Better
Learning (Scottish Executive, 2001) recognised the challenges that teachers and other
professionals face in delivering education to young people and acknowledged the wide-
ranging causes of indiscipline, stating that ‘there is no single overall solution which can solve
all problems’. It noted that young people are more likely to engage positively with learning
when the factors that impinge on it are taken into consideration. Similarly, Kinder et al.,
(1995; 1999), in the course of their research on pupil disaffection, observed that the reasons
young people do not engage with school can be ‘highly complex and multi-faceted’ and
highlighted the influence of school factors (curriculum, ethos and relationships with
teachers), individual factors relating to the young person themselves, and family or
community factors.

1.3 In the light of Better Behaviour — Better Learning (Scottish Executive, 2001), funding
was made available to local authorities across Scotland for the implementation of the
recommendations made in the report, and to produce action plans as to how this would be
achieved. The 36 recommendations to the Scottish Executive, local authorities and schools,
aimed to promote positive behaviour through the provision of a range of strategies to support
the needs of young people, and by effectively targeting support and resources to help teachers
in delivering education.

1.4 As aresult of the recommendations, the Scottish Executive committed to supporting a
range of initiatives, as well as making resources available for professional development
purposes. Local authorities were asked to prioritise the establishment of in-school support
bases and the innovative use of additional support staff (for example, classroom assistants
and home-school link workers). Other strategies introduced to promote positive behaviour
and create a positive school ethos included: increased multi-agency working; the
development of whole-school discipline policies; reward and praise systems; and a focus on
involving pupils, for example through pupil councils and buddying schemes.

1.5 In addition, the Executive supported the piloting and subsequent development of a
range of behaviour schemes or approaches in Scottish schools. For example, a number of
schools have been involved in the Staged Intervention (FFI) scheme, which promotes peer
support amongst school staff. A member of staff is trained as a behaviour coordinator to
provide support to colleagues to manage behaviour in the classroom more effectively. Other
schemes have included: ‘Cool in School’, a resource pack for teachers and pupils to use
together to help pupils manage their feelings and develop their communication skills;



‘solution-oriented schools’, a whole-school approach where headteachers work with staff
teams to develop problem solving within the classroom and throughout the school; ‘the
motivated school’ which is aimed at developing a systematic profiling system to aid early
intervention within an ethos of self-motivation; and restorative practices, which include peer
mediation and circle time.

1.6 Three years after Better Behaviour — Better Learning (Scottish Executive, 2001), the
Policy Update on Behaviour in Scottish Schools (Scottish Executive, 2004a) reviewed the
progress made in implementing the recommendations of the former report, in order to decide
if the current policy direction and priorities were appropriate. The Policy Update drew on a
range of survey evidence and research findings relating to behaviour in school, including a
Scottish Executive commissioned survey conducted by Edinburgh University in 2004, which
had been previously conducted in 1990 and 1996. The 2004 survey found that most
indiscipline encountered by teachers constituted low-level, ‘irritating’ behaviour that the
majority do not find difficult to deal with. However, the survey did show some areas where
perceptions of the seriousness of indiscipline, as well as the time spent in dealing with it, had
increased since the 1996 and 1990 surveys. At the same time, teachers in the 2004 survey
expressed concern about the level of pupil-on-pupil aggression (Scottish Executive, 2004a).

1.7 The Policy Update on Behaviour in Scottish Schools (Scottish Executive, 2004a)
concluded that progress had been made on implementing the recommendations of Better
Behaviour — Better Learning (Scottish Executive, 2001) and on introducing a range of
behavioural strategies in schools. However, it recommended that further approaches to
prevent, and respond to, pupil-on-pupil violence or aggression be developed. Furthermore,
following a review of data collection, Violence and Anti-Social Behaviour in Scottish Schools
(Scottish Executive, 2004b), the Minister for Education and Young People expressed concern
that information on indiscipline in schools was ‘not sufficiently robust’ to provide a clear
enough picture of what was taking place in Scottish schools. As a result, after consultation,
the Scottish Executive committed to instituting ‘regular major surveys of teachers’ and
pupils’ experiences and perceptions of behaviour and discipline in schools’ (Scottish
Executive, 2004a).

The study
Aims

1.8 The overall aim of the current study was to provide clear and robust information on
behaviour (including positive behaviour) in publicly funded schools in Scotland. The study
also addressed the following objectives associated with behaviour in schools, to:

provide evidence on the nature and prevalence of indiscipline

provide evidence on the extent of positive behaviour

examine what is effective in preventing and responding to indiscipline
consider what is effective in promoting positive behaviour.



Methodology

1.9 The study was designed to build on the previous work conducted by Edinburgh
University, but to expand its scope by providing a wider picture of behaviour than that
provided by teachers and headteachers alone. Thus, in addition, the study also sought the
views of education authority representatives, additional support staff and pupils, and
comprised 3 complementary strands:

Strand One:  Telephone interviews with local authority representatives

Strand Two: Questionnaire surveys to school staff in primary and secondary schools

Strand Three: Fieldwork (comprising a questionnaire survey to pupils in 7 schools, pupil
focus groups and a contextual staff interview in these 7 schools, and 8 focus
groups with school staff).

Strand One:  Telephone interviews with local authority representatives

1.10  Letters were sent by the Scottish Executive to Directors of Education in all 32 local
authorities in Scotland that explained the research and asked them to participate. In addition,
Directors of Education were informed of the number of schools in their authority to be
contacted in connection with the school staff survey. Telephone interviews were then
conducted with a representative of all 32 local authorities, the majority of whom had a remit
for additional support for learning, inclusion and/or pupils with social, emotional and
behavioural difficulties.

1.11 Interviews focused on local authority perceptions of the nature and prevalence of
indiscipline in primary and secondary schools within their authority, as well as how incidents
of violence or bullying in schools are monitored and the extent of off-site provision within
the authority for pupils with behavioural difficulties. Interviewees were also asked to identify
examples of effective practice in responding to indiscipline and of effective practice in
promoting positive behaviour. In addition, views were sought on the extent to which the
recommendations of Better Behaviour — Better Learning (Scottish Executive, 2001) have
been useful in managing discipline, and the progress made to date towards reviewing and
developing written policies and guidelines (e.g. to include care, behaviour and inclusion
policies) into a single framework. Interviewees were then asked to highlight the CPD on
offer within their authority on behaviour/classroom management and, finally, to identify what
they perceived to be the key factors in effective behaviour management.

Strand Two:  Questionnaire surveys to school staff

1.12 A national sample of 580 schools (250 secondary schools and 330 primary schools)
was drawn by the Scottish Executive to be representative of schools in Scotland in terms of
the following (in order of stratification): local authority (LA), entitlement to free school
meals, school size, and urban/rural location.

1.13  Three instruments were devised for the staff survey:
e headteacher questionnaire

e teacher questionnaire
e additional support staff questionnaire.



1.14 The headteacher and teacher questionnaires were each 12 pages long and the
additional support staff was four pages in length.

1.15 The instruments were piloted in early January 2006 in five schools, identified by the
Scottish Executive, comprising two primary and three secondary schools. The survey
instruments were then re-drafted in the light of comments received from these five schools.

1.16 In early February of 2006, packs containing headteacher, teacher and additional
support staff questionnaires, together with covering letters and pre-paid envelopes, were sent
out to headteachers in the sample of 580 schools by NFER’s survey administration
department, Research Data Services (RDS). Headteachers were asked to complete their own
questionnaire, and to pass on 4 teacher questionnaires (3 in the primary schools) to teachers
currently teaching in their schools whose names appeared first in the alphabet, and 2
additional support staff questionnaires (one in the primary schools) to additional support staff
of their choice.

1.17  In early March 2006, reminder letters with replacement questionnaires were sent out
to the headteachers of schools where the full complement of questionnaires had not been
received, and another letter encouraging a response was sent to non-responding schools in
mid-March. Follow-up telephone calls were then made at the end of March 2006.

1.18 Table 1.1 below presents the responses of school staff to the survey.

Table 1.1: Response rates to the NFER survey of school staff

Instrument type Number despatched Number returned Percentage returned
Headteacher 580 384 66
Classroom teacher 2040 1080 53
Additional support staff 830 501 60

Source: NFER survey of school staff, 2006

Strand Three: Fieldwork

1.19  The fieldwork strand of the study involved:

e the administration of a questionnaire survey to pupils in 7 schools (4 primary and
3 secondary)

e qualitative contextual work alongside the pupil survey, including pupil focus
groups and a short interview with a key member of staff

e cight focus groups with school staff (headteachers, classroom teachers and
support staff) drawn from across local authority boundaries and from both
primary and secondary schools.

1.20  The 4 primary and 3 secondary schools involved in the pupil survey were selected by
the sponsor to include a range of regions and locations in Scotland, as well of approaches to
behaviour management and promoting positive behaviour. The intention was to include 8
schools in this strand of the research. However, it proved impossible to gain an eighth
school’s agreement within the timeframe for this phase of the research, and thus the decision




was made, in conjunction with the sponsor, to include 7. The pupils to be involved in the
survey included P6 and P7 pupils in the 4 primary schools and all pupils in the 3 secondary
schools.

1.21  Given the wide age range of the pupils to be involved, a 4-page questionnaire was
designed to cover: pupils’ experiences of school in general; their perceptions of the extent,
nature and frequency of positive behaviour in the classroom; their experience of the extent,
nature and frequency of indiscipline in the classroom; and their views on the effectiveness of
strategies/approaches to promote positive behaviour and prevent indiscipline (including
school rules, sanctions and reward systems). The pupil questionnaire was piloted in the 2
primary schools and 3 secondary schools that were piloting the staff questionnaires and
revisions were made in the light of the comments received.

1.22  Following the piloting phase, the 4 primary schools and 3 secondary schools to be
involved in the pupil survey were contacted to elicit headteacher support and to identify the
number of pupils to be involved in each school. The pupil questionnaires, together with a
covering letter and guidance on administration, were then sent out by the research team to all
7 schools at the beginning of March. The questionnaires were administered by school staff,
with the offer of support from the Executive’s Regional Communication Team, if needed.
The response rate achieved for the pupil survey is displayed in Table 1.2 below.

Table 1.2: Response rates to the NFER survey of pupils

Instrument type Number despatched Number returned Percentage returned
Pupils (primary) 309 296 96.0
Pupils (secondary) 1775 1165 66.0
Pupils (overall) 2084 1461 70.0

Source: NFER survey of pupils, 2006

1.23  Visits were subsequently made to each of the 7 pupil survey schools to conduct up to
2 pupil focus groups and a contextual interview with a key member of staff. It was
recommended that the focus groups include separate groups of P6 and P7 pupils in the
primary schools, and separate groups of S1 to S3 and S4 to S6 pupils in the secondary
schools. In total, 14 pupil focus groups were conducted. Thirteen of these involved 6 pupils
and one group comprised 8. Two of the groups, held in a very small secondary school,
involved S1 to S6 pupils.

1.24  Pupil participation in the focus groups was voluntary and, where requested,
information letters and/or request forms for parental permission were provided for schools to
send out. The focus groups invited pupils to talk about their own and their peers’ experiences
of behaviour, in particular when and where indiscipline takes place; the effect indiscipline has
on pupils and the way they learn; what happens when pupils misbehave; what works to
prevent indiscipline and help pupils behave well; and finally pupil involvement, for example,
in devising school rules or behaviour policies. The interviews with a key member of staff
involved either the headteacher or the deputy headteacher and sought information about
behaviour within each school, in order to provide a context for the pupil survey and focus
group results.

1.25 In line with the Scottish Executive’s wish to gain a wider perspective on the issues
relating to behaviour in and around school, a series of 8 focus groups was conducted with




school staff (including 2 groups of headteachers, 4 groups of teachers and 2 groups of
additional support staff) from primary and secondary schools across local authority
boundaries. These focus groups took place in 4 different locations across Scotland and
included 62 participants, as shown in Table 1.3 below:

Table 1.3: Staff focus group participants

Participants Number attending
Primary headteachers 6
Secondary headteachers 7
Primary teachers 15
Secondary teachers 14
Primary additional support staff 11
Secondary additional support staff 9

Total 62

1.26  Discussion topics for the staff focus groups included: the nature of behaviour (both
positive and negative) and key patterns of poor behaviour observed; the effect that negative
behaviour has on both staff and teaching and learning; approaches to, and support for,
managing behaviour; and the experience and confidence of staff in dealing with behaviour.

Data analysis

1.27  All interviews and staff focus groups conducted over the course of the research were
taped and summarised. Analysis of the local authority and school staff contextual interviews
was completed using MaxQDA (a qualitative research package, which involves the
development of comprehensive coding frames which are then used to ascribe codes to
segments of text). This allowed comparative analysis of the different policies on, and
approaches to, behaviour management taking place in schools in Scotland. The data, from all
stages of the research, were then written up thematically, according to the foci of the
interview schedules (examples of the local authority and the school staff schedules, as well as
the school staff and pupil focus group schedules, can be found in Annex 1).

1.28  The statistical analysis of the questionnaire data was undertaken by NFER’s Statistics
Research and Analysis Group (SRAG). The data were analysed using SPSS. The basic
frequencies for each questionnaire type were produced and following this, the data were
disaggregated by school sector. Further, for the teacher survey, teachers’ ratings of their
confidence in dealing with indiscipline in the classroom was correlated with other items
included in their questionnaires. Additionally, for the headteacher, teacher and support staff
surveys, correlations were carried out between each respondent type’s perceptions of the
support available for staff in their schools and other questions on their questionnaires. For all
correlations, tests to measure the statistical significance were conducted'. Where the results
of the correlations are reported in this document, the associations are all statistically
significant to p=0.05 or less. Examples of the questionnaires for school staff (including

! We can calculate a significance value to go with Pearson correlation coefficients. This depends on the size of
the correlation and the number of cases over which it is calculated. We test the null hypothesis that the
correlation is equal to zero using an expression that follows the t-distribution.



headteachers, teachers and classroom assistants/support staff) and for pupils can be found in
Annex 2.

1.29  Although the current survey comprised a different sample, in terms of size, to that of
the earlier longitudinal Edinburgh University study, and thus was not strictly comparable,
some interesting parallels with that survey did emerge. These have been included in the text
of this report where appropriate.

The report

1.30  The report draws on the data from all 3 strands of the research and, following an
overview in Chapter Two which outlines the perceived seriousness of the problem of
indiscipline, any trends and patterns related to indiscipline, and the influence of national
policy, is divided into 3 parts. It should be noted that, in the chapters that follow, where pupil
survey responses are reported, they are not strictly comparable with school staff survey
responses, as the former was administered to pupils in only 7 schools.

Part One: Behaviour in the classroom
. Chapter Three focuses on positive behaviour in the classroom, in particular
how well behaved pupils are in lessons and the type of positive behaviour
exhibited.
. Chapter Four presents a picture of negative behaviour in the classroom. It

considers how badly behaved pupils are in lessons, the type of poor behaviour
exhibited, how typical that behaviour is and whether some classes are more
challenging than others. Finally, the chapter examines the impact poor
behaviour in lessons has on staff, on pupils and on the learning experience.

Part Two: Behaviour around the school and within the local community
. Chapter Five looks at positive behaviour around the school, particularly how
well behaved pupils are when moving around the school and the sort of
positive behaviour encountered outside the classroom environment.

. Chapter Six then considers negative behaviour around the school and within
the local community, in particular the extent of negative behaviour, the type of
poor behaviour encountered, how typical that behaviour is, as well as the
impact such negative behaviour has on staff and pupils. The chapter then
moves on to discuss the frequency and nature of any complaints to
headteachers about the conduct of their pupils outside the school premises.
Finally, this chapter ends by examining perceptions of the extent and type of
pupil violence.

Part Three: Effective practice in managing behaviour
. Chapter Seven focuses on the approaches used to encourage positive behaviour
and overcome negative behaviour (at local authority, school and classroom
level). It considers the involvement of the school community in developing
these approaches and strategies, as well as their effectiveness, and ends with a
discussion of the level of support provided by parents.



. Chapter Eight discusses the support available to school staff in managing
behaviour and focuses on local authority support, including continuing
professional development (CPD), and support provided at school level.

1.31  Chapter Nine concludes the report by drawing out the implications from the above
chapters for policy and practice.



CHAPTER TWO OVERVIEW

Introduction

2.1 This initial chapter of the report provides an overview of current behaviour in
Scotland’s schools. The chapter begins by illustrating how serious a problem indiscipline is
in schools, followed by an account of current trends and patterns, including where and when
indiscipline is most likely to occur. Finally, the influence of national policy on approaches
taken to managing behaviour is discussed, with particular attention being paid to the impact
of Better Behaviour — Better Learning (Scottish Executive, 2001). Data collected from all
stages of the research (both qualitative and quantitative) are used throughout this chapter.

How serious a problem is indiscipline?

2.2 Chapter Three, which focuses in more detail on positive behaviour in the classroom,
notes that, overwhelmingly, the headteachers surveyed considered pupils to be generally well
behaved in the classroom. This was also the case for the majority of teachers, additional
support staff and pupils, although they were less emphatic than headteachers. The types of
positive behaviour reported to occur most frequently included ‘pupils arriving promptly for
classes’, ‘pupils contributing to class discussions’ and ‘pupils listening to the teacher
respectfully’. Analysis by school type revealed that positive behaviour occurred much more
frequently in primary schools than at secondary level.

School staff and pupil perceptions of how serious a problem indiscipline is in schools

2.3 In the survey of school staff, headteachers, teachers and additional support staff were
asked to rate, on a scale of 1 to 5, how serious a problem they thought indiscipline was in
their respective schools. Table 2.1 overleaf shows that the most positive response to whether
indiscipline was a serious problem came from headteachers, nearly three-quarters (70 per
cent) of whom made a rating of 4 or 5 (not a serious problem). In contrast, the responses of
teachers and additional support staff were much less positive, with fewer than half (45 per
cent) of teachers and just over two-fifths (41 per cent) of additional support staff making the
same rating. More than a quarter of teachers (27 per cent) and a fifth (22 per cent) of
additional support staff indicated that the problem was serious by making a rating of 1 or 2,
compared with only 6 per cent of headteachers.

2.4  Analysis by school sector revealed that secondary school staff were consistently less
positive about the seriousness of indiscipline in their school. Two-fifths (40 per cent) of
secondary teachers made a rating of 1 or 2, indicating that the problem of indiscipline was
serious in their school, compared with 14 per cent of primary teachers. Almost a third (32
per cent) of secondary additional support staff indicated the problem was serious (by making
a rating of 1 or 2) compared with one in 10 (10 per cent) of primary support staff.

2.5  When the percentages of primary and secondary headteachers and teachers giving a
rating of 1 (‘very serious’) in the current 2006 survey are compared with the findings from
the Edinburgh University survey (Munn et al., 2004), the figures do not really emerge as
different at all. One per cent of primary headteachers and 3 per cent of primary teachers rated



the problem very serious in 2004, compared with one per cent and 4 per cent respectively in
2006. Three per cent of secondary headteachers and 10 per cent of secondary teachers rated
it very seriously in 2004, compared with one per cent and 13 per cent respectively in 2006.
Thus, primary and secondary teachers’ perceptions of the problem as ‘very serious’ have
increased very slightly since 2004, while secondary headteachers’ perceptions have
decreased. There are no data on additional support staff from the 2004 survey with which to
compare the responses of additional support staff in the current survey.

2.6 Staff in the 7 pupil survey schools indicated in the contextual interviews that, on the
whole, the majority of pupils in their school were well behaved. However, some did indicate
that there were “small pockets™ of indiscipline amongst certain individuals.

Table 2.1 Headteacher, teacher and additional support staff (overall, primary and
secondary) ratings of how serious a problem indiscipline is in their own school

Rating of how serious a problem Overall Primary Secondary
indiscipline is in school

() % () % o) %

Headteacher
Very serious 1 3 1 2 1 1 1
2 18 5 5 2 13 8
3 92 24 34 16 58 34
4 161 42 81 38 80 47
Not serious at all 5 108 28 91 43 17 10
No response 2 1 2 1 - -
TOTAL 384 100 215 100 169 100
Teacher
Very serious 1 89 8 21 4 68 12
2 202 19 54 10 148 27
3 297 28 124 24 173 32
4 299 28 175 33 124 23
Not serious at all 5 180 17 151 29 29 5
No response 13 1 5 1 8 1
TOTAL 1080 100 530 100 550 100
Additional support staff

Very serious 1 26 5 5 3 21 7
2 87 17 12 6 75 24
3 166 33 39 21 127 40
4 117 23 57 31 60 19
Not serious at all 5 89 18 68 37 21 7
No response 16 3 6 3 10 3
TOTAL 501 100 187 100 314 100

Notes to table Percentages may not all add up to 100 due to rounding. Source: NFER survey of school staff, 2006

2.7  In assessing the factors that might be contributing to the responses given by school
staff as to how serious a problem they perceived indiscipline to be in their school, staff in the
survey schools were asked to rate the overall ethos, the quality of leadership and the levels of
collegiality in their school.

2.8  Most school staff indicated that the overall ethos in their school was ‘good’ or ‘very
good’ (headteachers: 94 per cent; teachers: 69 per cent; and additional support staft: 68 per
cent). Once again, secondary school staff, particularly secondary teachers, were less positive
than their primary counterparts. Headteachers, perhaps not surprisingly, gave the most
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positive rating for the quality of leadership in their school (94 per cent giving a ‘good’ or
‘very good’ rating), compared with teachers and additional support staff (60 and 67 per cent
respectively giving a ‘good’ or ‘very good’ rating). Although there was little difference in
the responses of primary and secondary headteachers, secondary school teachers were less
positive than primary colleagues. Most school staff surveyed indicated that levels of
collegiality in their school were ‘good’ or ‘very good’. Headteachers were more positive
than teachers and additional support staff and, as evident throughout, secondary school staff
were less positive than their primary counterparts.

2.9  When the above factors, together with teachers’ confidence in dealing with
indiscipline and the level of support they felt was available to them in school, were correlated
with perceptions of the seriousness of the problem of indiscipline, the following associations
were revealed:

. the more positive headteachers, teachers and additional support staff were in
their ratings of the overall ethos, quality of leadership and collegiality of their
school, the less serious they perceived the problem of indiscipline in their
school to be

. the more confident teachers felt in their ability to respond to indiscipline in the
classroom, the less serious they thought the problem of indiscipline was in
their school

. the more supported teachers and additional support staff felt, the less serious
they perceived the problem of indiscipline in their school to be.

2.10 It should be noted though, that although relationships between the above factors and
the reported seriousness of the problem of behaviour were evident, this analysis does not
establish direction of causality. Taking overall ethos as an example, this analysis does not
determine whether teachers perceived the problem of indiscipline as less serious because they
rated the overall ethos of their school highly; or whether they rated the overall ethos highly
because they perceived the problem of indiscipline to be less serious.

2.11  Pupils completing the questionnaire in the 7 pupil survey schools were also asked to
provide a rating of how serious a problem they thought bad behaviour was in their school.
Pupils were provided with a 3-point response scale as opposed to the S-point one used for the
school staff survey. Table 2.2 overleaf provides the details.

Table 2.2 Pupil (overall, primary and secondary) ratings of how serious a problem bad
behaviour is in their own school

Rating of how serious a problem bad Overall Primary Secondary
behaviour is in school

() % ™) % (W) %
Very serious 1 121 8 16 6 105 9
Quite serious 2 686 47 156 54 530 47
Not serious 3 620 42 115 40 505 44
No response 34 2 - - - -
TOTAL 1461 100 213 100 169 100

Notes to table Non-responses were included in the figures for the sample overall. The figures for primary and secondary
respondents were calculated from those who responded to the question only. Percentages may not all add up to 100 due to
rounding. Source: NFER survey of pupils, 2006
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2.12  Nearly half (47 per cent) of pupils stated that they thought the problem of indiscipline
was ‘quite serious’ within their own school. A further two-fifths (42 per cent) stated that they
thought indiscipline was ‘not serious’. A higher proportion of primary pupils (54 per cent)
than secondary pupils (47 per cent) stated that they thought bad behaviour was ‘quite serious’
within their school.

2.13  Participants in the pupil focus groups were asked if pupils in their school were
generally well behaved or not. In each of the 14 groups, participants stated that pupils were
generally good, most of the time, but that a minority of pupils was not.

2.14 Representatives from all 32 local authorities were asked about the prevalence of
discipline problems in their authority. Eleven of the 32 local authority interviewees gave a
direct assessment of the scale of the problem within their authority. The majority of these
indicated that they felt discipline was generally good and presented only a moderate
challenge. A minority suggested that the issues within their authority were similar to those
faced nationally. Low-level disruption was said to be most prevalent in schools, while more
serious incidents of pupil aggression and violence were felt to be far less frequently
encountered. A number of local authority interviewees suggested that the perception of
indiscipline was possibly higher than the actuality.

2.15 In relation to perceptions of trends in pupil behaviour, local authority interviewees
were in broad agreement that the nature of the problem was changing, both in terms of the
types of behaviour being encountered in schools and the methods used by schools to
challenge indiscipline. Recurring issues in the comments of interviewees included:

e changes in the age profile of pupils causing the most severe problems: schools were
reported to be experiencing dramatic rises in the numbers of early years pupils with
significant behavioural problems

e an increase in the numbers of pupils with identifiable disorders and physical and
mental health issues which contribute to their poor behaviour.

e a perceived increase in the extent to which social problems outside school, such as
deprivation, family breakdown and drug and alcohol use are being manifested in
schools.

The nature of indiscipline

2.16  Chapter Four discusses in depth the issue of negative behaviour in the classroom. The
key finding is that the classroom behaviours encountered by school staff (headteachers,
teachers and additional support staff) most frequently within a typical week of teaching were
low level (e.g. ‘talking out of turn’, ‘making unnecessary (non-verbal) noise’, ‘hindering or
distracting others’ and ‘pupils leaving their seat without permission’). More serious
indiscipline, such as ‘physical violence or aggression’, were far less likely to occur on a daily
basis, and were hardly ever directed at school staff.

Time spent undertaking activities to promote positive school ethos and behaviour

2.17  As part of the questionnaire survey, headteachers and teachers were asked to indicate
how much time they had spent, in the last full teaching week, undertaking specific activities
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in their school to promote positive ethos and behaviour. Table 2.3 overleaf presents their
responses.

Table 2.3 The time headteachers and teachers (overall, primary and secondary) spent
undertaking activities to promote positive school ethos and behaviour in the last full
teaching week

Time spent Overall Primary Secondary
N) % N) % N) %
Headteacher
No time spent 4 1 3 1 1 1
Under an hour 95 25 59 28 36 22
An hour to 3 hours 217 57 129 61 88 53
More than 3 hours 63 16 21 10 42 25
No response 5 1 - - - -
TOTAL 384 100 212 100 167 100
Teacher
No time spent 178 17 24 5 154 28
Under an hour 407 38 205 39 202 37
An hour to 3 hours 397 37 249 48 148 27
More than 3 hours 86 8 44 8 42 8
No response 12 1 - - - -
TOTAL 1080 100 522 100 546 100

Notes to table Non-responses were included in the figures for the sample overall. The figures for primary and secondary
respondents were calculated from those who responded to the question only. Percentages may not all add up to 100 due to
rounding. Source: NFER survey of school staff, 2006

2.18 Table 2.3 shows that, the majority of headteachers (82 per cent) and teachers (75 per
cent) had spent up to 3 hours undertaking specific activities to promote positive school ethos
and behaviour. Almost a fifth (17 per cent) of teachers stated that they had not spent any
time on this, compared with only one per cent of headteachers. Analysis by school sector
reveals that primary headteachers, and particularly teachers, reported spending more time
undertaking activities to promote positive school ethos and behaviour than did secondary
headteachers and teachers. Conversely, a quarter (25 per cent) of secondary headteachers
reported spending more than 3 hours a week on such activities compared with one in ten (10
per cent) of primary headteachers.

Time spent dealing with indiscipline

2.19 Headteachers and teachers were also asked in the questionnaire survey to indicate
how much time they had spent, in the last full teaching week, dealing with indiscipline and
planning or providing behaviour support to individual pupils. These questions aimed to
provide another measure of how serious a problem indiscipline is for schools on a regular
basis. Tables 2.4 and 2.5 present the results.

2.20 Table 2.4 overleaf shows that the majority of headteachers (71 per cent) and teachers
(84 per cent) had spent up to 3 hours dealing within indiscipline in the last full teaching week.
A fifth (22 per cent) of headteachers stated that they had spent more than 3 hours dealing
within indiscipline: a proportion nearly twice than that for teachers (12 per cent). A
predominant difference by school sector is that secondary staff reported spending more time
dealing within indiscipline than primary staff. Over half of secondary teachers reported
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spending under an hour a week on discipline issues compared to just over a third of primary
teachers.

Table 2.4 The time headteachers and teachers (overall, primary and secondary) spent
dealing within indiscipline in the last full teaching week

Time spent Overall Primary Secondary
(N) % (N) % (N) %
Headteacher
No time spent 20 5 19 9 1 1
Under an hour 109 28 81 38 28 17
An hour to 3 hours 166 43 90 42 76 45
More than 3 hours 86 22 23 11 63 38
No response 3 1 - - - -
TOTAL 384 100 213 100 168 100
Teacher
No time spent 46 4 33 6 13 2
Under an hour 556 52 322 61 234 43
An hour to 3 hours 346 32 138 26 208 38
More than 3 hours 127 12 35 7 92 17
No response 5 1 - - - -
TOTAL 1080 100 528 100 547 100

Notes to table Non-responses were included in the figures for the sample overall. The figures for primary and secondary
respondents were calculated from those who responded to the question only. Percentages may not all add up to 100 due to
rounding. Source: NFER survey of school staff, 2006

2.21 Inrelation to time spent providing or planning behaviour support to individuals, Table
2.5 below shows that the highest proportion of headteachers (75 per cent) and teachers (62
per cent) spent between under an hour to 3 hours in the last full teaching week. A third (32
per cent) of teachers, however, did not spend any time planning or providing behaviour
support, compared with under a fifth (18 per cent) of headteachers. Once again, analysis by
school sector showed that secondary school staff spent more time providing or planning
behaviour support than primary school staff.
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Table 2.5 The time headteachers and teachers (overall, primary and secondary) spent
planning or providing behaviour support to individuals

Time spent Overall Primary Secondary
N) % ) % N) %
Headteacher
No time spent 68 18 42 20 26 15
Under an hour 161 42 90 42 71 42
An hour to 3 hours 127 33 70 33 57 34
More than 3 hours 26 7 11 5 15 9
No response 2 1 - - - -
TOTAL 384 100 213 100 169 100
Teacher
No time spent 350 32 159 30 191 35
Under an hour 488 45 267 51 221 40
An hour to 3 hours 183 17 85 16 98 18
More than 3 hours 54 5 17 3 37 7
No response 5 1 - - - -
TOTAL 1080 100 528 100 547 100

Notes to table Non-responses were included in the figures for the sample overall. The figures for primary and secondary
respondents were calculated from those who responded to the question only. Percentages may not all add up to 100 due to
rounding. Source: NFER survey of school staff, 2006

Trends and patterns
When indiscipline is most likely to occur in schools

2.22  As part of the school survey, headteachers were asked to indicate when indiscipline
was most likely to occur in the school context. Table 2.6 below shows that by far the highest
proportion of headteachers stated that indiscipline predominantly occured during lunchtimes
(83 per cent); a finding consistent with the Edinburgh University survey (Munn et al., 2004).
This is supported by results from the staff focus groups and contextual staff interviews in the
7 pupil survey schools, in which lunchtime was described as the “pinch-point” when
indiscipline is most likely to occur. In addition, comments from these data sets also support
the finding shown in Table 2.6 below that afternoon classes were perceived to be a time when
indiscipline within school hours is most likely to occur (stated by just under two-fifths of
headteachers (39 per cent) in the school survey).
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Table 2.6 When indiscipline is most likely to occur in school, as identified by
headteachers

When most likely to occur Overall Primary Secondary

headteachers headteachers

™) (%) ™ (%) ™ (%)

Before the school day begins 34 9 30 14 4 2
During morning classes 17 4 7 3 10 6
Morning break 118 31 81 38 37 22
Lunchtime 317 83 180 84 137 81
During afternoon classes 148 39 50 23 98 58
Afternoon break 8 2 5 2 3 2
After the end of the school day 118 31 81 38 37 22
No response 13 3 9 4 4 2
TOTAL RESPONSES 773 443 330

Notes to table Multiple response question: headteachers could select more than one option, therefore percentages do not add
up to 100. Source: NFER survey of school staff, 2006

2.23  Although, the highest proportions of both primary and secondary headteachers
indicated that lunchtime was the most likely time for indiscipline to occur, there are a number
of key differences in the responses of primary and secondary headteachers. Table 2.6 shows
that primary school headteachers typically stated contexts in which pupils were outside of the
classroom as times when indiscipline was most likely to occur (i.e. ‘before the school day
begins’, ‘morning break’ and ‘after the end of the school day’). In contrast, a notably higher
proportion of secondary school headteachers (58 per cent) than primary headteachers (23 per
cent) stated that indiscipline was most likely to occur ‘during afternoon classes’. This, in
fact, was rated the second highest ‘flash point’ after lunchtimes.

Where indiscipline is most likely to occur in schools

2.24  Headteachers were also asked in the school survey, to indicate where indiscipline was
most likely to occur in school. Table 2.7 overleaf reveals that responses of primary and
secondary headteachers to this question differed quite considerably. Of most interest is that
nearly two-fifths (56 per cent) of secondary headteachers stated that ‘corridors and stairs’ was
where indiscipline was most likely to occur, whereas only 10 per cent of primary
headteachers stated the same. This may well be due to the increased opportunities for
indiscipline provided in secondary schools by pupils moving from lesson to lesson. Just over
two-fifths (42 per cent) of secondary headteachers identified the ‘classroom’ as the place
where indiscipline was most likely to occur, compared with less than a fifth (17 per cent) of
primary headteachers. In addition, secondary headteachers were more likely than primary
headteachers to identify ‘outside school precincts’ and ‘school buses’ as places in school
where indiscipline is most likely to occur.

2.25 In contrast, the vast majority (85 per cent) of primary headteachers stated that
indiscipline was most likely to occur in the ‘school playground or yard’: a proportion nearly
twice that found for secondary headteachers (44 per cent). In addition, primary headteachers
were more likely than secondary headteachers to identify ‘toilet areas’ and the ‘dining
hall/queue’ as places in school where indiscipline is most likely to occur.
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Table 2.7 Where indiscipline is most likely to occur in school, as identified by
headteachers (overall, primary and secondary)

Where most likely to occur Overall Primary Secondary

headteachers headteachers

™) (%) ™ (%) ™ (%)

Corridors and stairs 117 31 22 10 95 56
School playground or yard 256 67 182 85 74 44
Classrooms 108 28 37 17 71 42
Toilet areas 81 21 56 26 25 15
Dining hall/queue 44 12 38 18 6 4
School buses 80 21 30 14 50 30
Outside school precincts 123 32 53 25 70 41
Other 6 2 2 1 4 2
No response 13 3 9 4 4 2
TOTAL RESPONSES 828 429 399

Notes to table Multiple response question: headteachers could select more than one option, therefore percentages do not add
up to 100. Source: NFER survey of school staff, 2006

2.26  Pupils in the 14 focus groups were also asked when they thought indiscipline was
most likely to occur. In answering this, pupils typically drew a distinction between the
different types of behaviour and where they took place. Specifically, the classroom was
identified as being the main place that low-level indiscipline took place. In turn, outside in
the school yard/playground was cited as being the dominant place for more serious incidents
of indiscipline, such as fighting. Aside from this, however, pupils showed agreement with
the results shown above in Table 2.7, as participants in 5 groups stated that corridors were
common places for indiscipline to occur.

2.27 It is perhaps not surprising that interviews and focus groups with school staff and
pupils showed that supply/substitute teachers were perceived to contribute to an increase in
indiscipline. Specifically, participants in 5 staff focus groups stated that negative behaviour
became more pronounced during lessons delivered by a supply teacher. Furthermore,
participants in 10 out of 14 pupil focus groups stated that pupil behaviour, often including
their own, changed when a supply teacher took the lesson, as illustrated in the quotation
below:

“It is adapting to new teachers. You think, oh, we re never going to see this
teacher again so it doesn’t matter really” (P7 pupil focus group).

Particular year groups / classes or individuals

2.28 As part of the staff and pupil focus groups and during the contextual interviews,
specific attention was paid to whether indiscipline varied according to year group/classes or
individuals. (Please see Chapter Four for a fuller discussion of challenging classes.) In
relation to the school staff interviews and staff focus groups, staff stated that, in primary, P6
and P7 were the most badly behaved (although P4 and P5 were also identified by a group of
additional support staff) and in secondary it was S2 —S4. In addition, a number of individuals
stated that it was difficult to pinpoint one particular year group as indiscipline was more to do
with the composition of pupils than year groups per se. These findings are largely consistent
with Munn ef al (2004) where the later stages of primary (P6 and P5) and S2-S4 in secondary
were perceived to be the most difficult year groups.
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2.29 Results from the pupil focus groups show strong concordance with the school staff
focus group results, as participants in 8 out of the 14 pupil groups named pupils in P5-P7 as
being the year groups most likely to cause negative behaviour. In addition, participants in 3
pupil focus groups stated S3-S4 pupils were the most badly behaved secondary year group.

230 In terms of particular individuals typically involved in indiscipline, responses
provided by school staff (in the 8 focus groups and the 7 contextual interviews) and by pupils
in the 14 pupil focus groups, confirmed that boys were perceived to be more disruptive than
girls by both staff and pupils. However, there was some acknowledgement that the
indiscipline displayed by boys and girls was different and that, in some instances, girls could
be worse than boys, for example girls could be more personally hostile to each other. School
staff touched on the issue of home life affecting a pupil’s behaviour and also highlighted that
many disruptive pupils had behavioural or developmental disorders.

Differences between schools

2.31 In relation to the prevalence of behavioural problems in primary and secondary
schools, half the local authority representatives (16) interviewed felt that, overall, the
problem was greater in secondary schools than in primary schools. None suggested that
primaries had more difficulties overall (although several mentioned that they were facing
increasing problems in the early years). Many interviewees were keen to stress that the
problems facing primary and secondary schools were very different. Variations emerging
related to age and maturation differences between primary and secondary pupils, and the
increased influence of social and peer group pressures amongst secondary school pupils.

2.32 There was some variation across the cohort of local authority interviewees as to
whether the location of a school (e.g. rural or urban) had a bearing on behaviour. Most
commonly, local authority interviewees suggested that there were other factors (often linked
to school location) which were of greater significance than a rural/urban location per se. Two
factors which emerged strongly were, perhaps inevitably, school size, and
deprivation/affluence within the school catchment area.

Violence in school

2.33 The issue of pupil violence, raised as a concern by teachers in the Edinburgh
University study (Munn ef al., 2004), is discussed in depth in Chapter Six. Of note, however,
is the fact that headteachers, teachers and additional support staff did not perceive pupil
violence to be a particular problem in their school. Teachers were the least positive of the
three groups, with just over a third reporting that they thought it was a problem. Pupil
violence was considered to be more serious by secondary school staff, particularly secondary
teachers. Almost all staff who reported that pupil violence was a problem in their school
cited pupil-to-pupil verbal abuse/aggression. A higher percentage of teachers, and
particularly of additional support staff, identified verbal abuse/aggression towards teachers
than did headteachers. Physical violence towards teachers was reported to be rare.
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Influence of national policy
Implementation of Better Behaviour — Better Learning (BB-BL)

2.34  During the consultation with all 32 local authorities, interviewees were asked to
elaborate on the extent to which the recommendations of BB-BL had been implemented at a
local authority level and then at a school and classroom level. In relation to the impact at
local authority level, the majority of interviewees stated that the recommendations had been
implemented and had been effective, although varying degrees of implementation were
apparent. Specifically, interviewees pointed to the focus which the document afforded local
authorities, allowing them a framework in which to work and take initiatives forward.

“It has been a huge impact. The fact that it has been backed up by a stream of
funding made my job so much easier to take forward. It gave me a set of
goalposts to work to. 1It’s an absolute Bible in my view in terms of trying to
manage behaviour” (local authority interviewee).

2.35 This positive impact of BB-BL at a local authority level is further evidenced by the
fact that the vast majority of interviewees held the view that various steps had been taken
towards developing written policies into a single framework, whilst others reported that they
were only at the very beginning of the process.

2.36 In the minority of authorities that were reported to be rather less advanced in their
implementation of the recommendations, this was perceived to be either due to the authority’s
response to BB-BL, or to the document itself. In the case of the former, interviewees either
felt that their authority had not started work on the recommendations as quickly as other
authorities and was therefore perceived to have “missed the boat” to some extent, or that they
were moving forward in a slightly different way, for example, by “clustering” the
recommendations to take forward. Two interviewees referred to the document itself, one
identifying it as “a good try” but stating that the recommendations “lacked substance”, while
another felt that, in terms of the implementation of the recommendations, “the pay back was
minimal” for the effort that had been put in. That said, however, progress towards
implementation of BB-BL was reported to be ongoing in each of these authorities:

“We are on the journey ... and the culmination of that journey will be a refreshed and
invigorated learning and teaching policy for the authority ... but we are taking
[schools] on a series of steps to get there” (local authority interviewee).

2.37 In considering the extent to which the recommendations had been implemented at a
school and classroom level, local authority interviewees’ views were more mixed. Fifteen
respondents felt that the recommendations had been effectively implemented by the vast
majority of schools through, for instance, providing guidance on behaviour policies. Eleven
interviewees, however, stated that implementation at this level had occurred only to some
extent. It was felt that there was still a long way to go at the school and classroom levels.
Specifically, it was felt that teachers may not be aware that it was implementation of the BB-
BL recommendations that was causing the changes in the classroom. Support for this finding
is derived from the 8 school staff focus groups, in which the majority of participants
considered themselves to be “generally aware” of BB-BL and other school-based initiatives,
but felt they lacked knowledge of specific detail. In these focus groups, it was reasoned that
school staff were likely to be more aware if their school was involved in specific initiatives
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introduced as a result of BB-BL such as Staged Intervention or Restorative Practices. Where
authorities were identified by LA interviewees as being rather less advanced in terms of
implementing the BB-BL recommendations, there was evidence of some relationship with the
extent to which both headteachers and teachers in schools in those LAs reported using three
particular approaches: rules and reward systems; school uniform; and buddying/mentoring.

2.38 Overall, evidence presented in subsequent chapters of this report indicates that good
progress has been made in terms of the implementation of some of the 36 recommendations
cited in BB-BL. Indeed, Chapter Seven presents evidence which shows that the majority of
schools involved in the survey operated, for example, a school-wide behaviour/discipline
policy; a range of rules and reward systems; a school uniform; and were involving parents
and pupils in school-wide issues in a positive way. Those schools surveyed indicated that
they made use of/employed pupil support bases; home-link workers; and integrated support
teams to a lesser extent. Similarly, pupil councils and buddying/mentoring were strategies
adopted by some schools involved in the survey.

2.39  Chapter Eight highlights that there are a range of CPD opportunities available to
school staff regarding behaviour management. However, many school staff (from both the
survey and interviews/focus groups) called for more CPD opportunities and also more
training that was both “practical” and “useful”.

Summary

. Overwhelmingly, the headteachers surveyed considered pupils to be generally well
behaved in the classroom. This was also the case for the majority of teachers,
additional support staff and pupils, although they were less emphatic than
headteachers. The types of positive behaviour reported to occur most frequently
included ‘pupils arriving promptly for classes’, ‘pupils contributing to class
discussions’ and ‘pupils listening to the teacher respectfully’. Positive behaviour was
found to occur much more frequently in primary schools than at secondary level.

. Headteachers thought that that indiscipline was less serious a problem than teachers
and additional support staff. Secondary school staff were consistently more likely
than their primary counterparts to identify indiscipline as a serious problem.

. Comparing the percentages of staff rating the problem as ‘very serious’ with the
findings from the Edinburgh University study (Munn et al., 2004), the figures are not
vastly different. Primary and secondary teachers’ perceptions of the problem as very
serious have increased very slightly since 2004, while secondary headteachers’
perceptions have decreased.

. The more positive headteachers, teachers and additional support staff were in their
ratings for the overall ethos, quality of leadership and collegiality of their school, the
less serious a problem they thought indiscipline was in their school.

. The more supported teachers and additional support staff felt, the less serious a
problem they thought indiscipline was in their school.
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The more confident teachers felt in their ability to respond to indiscipline in the
classroom, the less serious a problem they thought indiscipline was in their school.

The majority of headteachers and teachers had spent up to 3 hours in the last full
teaching week undertaking specific activities to promote positive school ethos and
behaviour. Primary headteachers, and particularly teachers, reported spending more
time undertaking activities to promote positive school ethos and behaviour than did
secondary headteachers and teachers.

The majority of headteachers and teachers had spent up to 3 hours dealing with
indiscipline and planning/providing behaviour support to individuals in the last full
teaching week. Secondary staff had spent more time dealing within indiscipline and
planning/providing behaviour support than primary staff.

Indiscipline predominantly occured during lunchtimes, a finding consistent with the
Edinburgh University study (Munn ef al., 2004). Primary headteachers tended to state
contexts in which pupils are outside of the classroom as times when indiscipline is
most likely to occur (i.e. ‘before the school day begins’, ‘morning break’ and ‘after
the end of the school day’), whereas secondary headteachers tended to state
‘afternoon classes’.

Indiscipline was thought to occur predominantly in the ‘school playground or yard’,
‘outside school precincts’ or on ‘corridors and stairs’. Secondary headteachers stated
that ‘corridors and stairs’ was where indiscipline was most likely to occur whereas the
vast majority of primary headteachers stated the ‘school playground or yard’.
Secondary headteachers were also more likely than primary headteachers to identify
the ‘classroom’.

P6 and P7 and S2-S4 were identified by staff and pupils as being the most difficult
year groups (again, largely in line with the 2004 Edinburgh University study) with the
individuals usually causing the indiscipline being: boys; pupils from dysfunctional
homes; and those with behavioural/developmental difficulties.

Better Behaviour — Better Learning appears to have affected practice at a local
authority level and, to a lesser extent, at school and classroom level. School staff felt
generally aware of BB-BL and evidence from the school staff survey showed support
for a number of the recommendations being implemented in schools and classrooms.
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PART ONE:
BEHAVIOUR IN THE CLASSROOM
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CHAPTER THREE  POSITIVE BEHAVIOUR IN THE CLASSROOM

Introduction

3.1 This chapter focuses on the extent and type of positive behaviour within the
classroom. The evidence presented is drawn primarily from the questionnaire surveys of
school staff (headteachers, teachers, and additional support staff) and pupils, with some
additional comment provided by the data from focus group discussions with school staff and

pupils.

How well behaved are pupils in lessons?

3.2 Inthe survey of school staff, headteachers were asked to report, using a 5-point scale,
the proportion of the school roll they considered to be generally well behaved during a lesson.

Table 3.1 sets out their responses.

Table 3.1 The proportion of the school roll considered by headteachers to be generally
well behaved during a lesson

Proportion of the school roll Headteachers Headteachers
who are generally well behaved N) (%)
during a lesson

All/almost all 171 45

Most 211 55
Some 2 1

Few 0 0
None/almost none 0 0

No response 0 0
TOTAL 384 100

Notes to table Percentages do not all add up to 100 due to rounding. Source: NFER survey of school staff, 2006

33 As Table 3.1 shows, the overwhelming majority of headteachers surveyed indicated
that pupils were generally well behaved in the classroom, with 99 per cent registering that
‘most’ or ‘all/almost all’ behaved well. Just one per cent of headteacher respondents
recorded that, as a proportion of the school roll, only ‘some’ of the pupils were well behaved.

34  When these responses were analysed according to school sector (see Table 3.2),
headteachers from both school types were positive about behaviour, though primary school
headteachers were much more likely to state that ‘all/almost all’ of their pupils were
generally well behaved in lessons. In fact, almost double the proportion of primary
headteachers answered as such compared with their secondary counterparts. That said, the
tiny number of headteachers who reported that only ‘some’ of their pupils behaved well in
class were primary headteachers. (As Chapter Four will document, this pattern also emerged
when headteachers were asked to rate the proportion of the school roll who were generally
badly behaved/difficult to deal with in class. On the whole, the primary headteachers were
more positive than their secondary colleagues and indicated that fewer pupils were behaved
badly. Yet, in the very small number of cases where headteachers had felt ‘most’ or
‘all/almost all’ pupils were badly behaved, they were from primary schools.)
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Table 3.2 The proportion of the school roll considered by primary and secondary
headteachers to be generally well behaved during a lesson

Proportion of the school roll Primary headteachers Secondary headteachers
who are generally well behaved
during a lesson

™ (%) ™) (%)
All/almost all 119 55 52 31
Most 94 44 117 69
Some 2 1 0 0
Few 0 0 0 0
None/almost none 0 0 0 0
TOTAL 215 100 169 100

Notes to table Percentages do not all add up to 100 due to rounding. Source: NFER survey of school staff, 2006

3.5 Teachers and additional support staff were asked to indicate on a 5-point scale the
number of lessons they taught, or assisted in, on a regular basis in which pupils were
generally well behaved. Pupils surveyed from 7 schools were asked to state in how many of
their lessons the previous week pupils had been well behaved for most of the time. Table 3.3
presents the responses of teachers, additional support staff and pupils.

Table 3.3 The proportion of lessons in which pupils are generally well behaved
according to teachers, additional support staff and pupils

Proportion of lessons in which Teachers Additional support Pupils
pupils are generally well staff

behaved ™) (%) () (%) () (%)
All/almost all 358 33 83 17 82 6
Most 515 48 253 51 737 50
Some 132 12 115 23 435 30
Few 39 4 40 8 173 12
None/almost none 3 <1 2 <l 19 1
No response 33 3 8 2 15 1
TOTAL 1080 100 501 100 1461 100

Notes to table Percentages do not all add up to 100 due to rounding. Source: NFER survey of school staff and pupils, 2006

3.6 When considering Table 3.3, what is striking is the difference in the perception of
positive classroom behaviour depending on the ‘world view’ of the respondent type. Around
four-fifths (81 per cent) of teachers compared with two-thirds (68 per cent) of additional
support staff and over half of the pupils (56 per cent) indicated that pupils behaved well in
‘most’ or ‘all/almost all’ lessons. If we draw in the headteacher data here (as set out in Table
3.1), the sharp differences in perception depending on respondent type are even more acute as
headteachers emerge as the most positive group of all, with 99 per cent of those surveyed
recording that ‘most’ or ‘all/almost all’ pupils generally behaved well in class®. Thus, the
pupils themselves, giving the lowest ratings, were most negative about classroom behaviour,
then additional support staff, followed by teachers and finally the headteachers.

3.7 What accounts for these different world views? Pupils, as evidenced in their survey
and focus groups, had a tendency to be less tolerant of their peers’ indiscipline. As Chapter 7

% Note here a change in the nuance of the question. Headteachers were asked to rate the proportion of the school
roll who were well behaved in lessons, whereas teachers, additional support staff and pupils indicated the
proportion of lessons in which pupils were well behaved.
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relays, they called for more severe sanctions (including physical punishments and
humiliation) as a response to poor behaviour. In terms of support staff, close to half (44 per
cent) of the sample was assigned to a particular pupil or pupils or class, and although their
questionnaire did not ask specifically, this may have been on the grounds of the additional
needs (one of which could be behaviour) exhibited by the pupil(s) or class.

3.8 Analysis of teacher, additional support staff and pupil responses by school sector
revealed that, as was the case with the headteacher data, those from primary schools were
most likely to respond positively about behaviour in the classroom (see Table 3.4). Of all
respondent types, the difference in the opinion of primary and secondary additional support
staff was most notable. In total, 91 per cent of support staff from primary schools registered
that pupils were generally well behaved in the majority of lessons (‘most’ or ‘all/almost all’)
compared with 54 per cent of their counterparts who were surveyed in secondary schools. In
terms of the pupil results, the difference between the responses of primary and secondary
pupils, whilst statistically significant, was the least marked of all respondent types.

Table 3.4 The proportion of lessons in which teachers, additional support staff and
pupils (primary and secondary) considered pupils to be generally well-behaved

Proportions of lessons in Teachers Support staff Pupils

which pupils are generally Primary | Secondary | Primary | Secondary | Primary | Secondary
well behaved (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%)
All/almost all 43 26 36 5 5 6
Most 48 50 55 49 50 51
Some 7 18 9 32 36 29
Few 2 6 0 13 9 13
None/almost none <1 <1 0 1 <1 2
TOTAL 100 100 100 100 100 100

Notes to table Percentages do not all add up to 100 due to rounding. Source: NFER survey of school staff, 2006

What sort of positive behaviour is in evidence during lessons?

3.9  All respondent types in the school survey were asked to consider a list of 11
classroom behaviours and indicate on a 5-point scale the frequency with which each
behaviour had occurred over the last teaching week. Headteachers were invited to respond
from their perspective, and an extra category ‘Don’t know’ was included on their
questionnaire. Teachers, additional support staff and pupils were asked to consider all the
lessons they had, respectively, taught, assisted in or been in. The phrasing of the behaviours
was more child-friendly in the pupil questionnaire to take account of the age of respondents.
The results are set out in Tables 3.5-3.8.
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3.10 When examining Tables 3.5-3.8, the difference in perception depending on the ‘world
view’ of the respondent type is once more apparent. Again, headteachers were most positive
in their assessment of the frequency with which the positive pupil behaviours were evident in
class, followed by teachers, then additional support staff and finally the pupils. This can be
seen by looking across the 11 positive behaviours under consideration and comparing the
proportion of the respondent types who indicated that each was exhibited in ‘most’ or ‘all’
lessons, as follows.

e As regards headteachers, the vast majority indicated that each of the 11
behaviours was exhibited in ‘most’ or ‘all’ lessons, with between 78 and 91 per
cent responding as such depending on the behaviour.

e The figures for teachers were a little less overwhelming, with between 62 and 81
per cent responding thus depending on the behaviour.

e Additional support staff were less positive again and, depending on the behaviour,
between 45 and 69 per cent responded in this way.

e Between 35 and 65 per cent of pupils responded likewise, making them the most
negative group of all. In fact, for four of the 11 positive behaviours listed, it was
only a minority of pupils who registered that they had seen these in ‘most’ or ‘all’
of their lessons (‘pupils settling down to work quickly’, ‘pupils behaving well and
making lessons enjoyable for everyone’, ‘pupils listening respectfully to others’
views’, ‘pupils who listen and are interested in lessons’).

3.11 Although there were differences of opinion between respondent types in terms of the
actual proportion of lessons in which pupils exhibited positive behaviours, there was some
broad agreement as regards the particular types of behaviour that occurred most frequently.
Figure 3.1 illustrates the 4 highest ranking positive behaviours observed by headteachers,
teachers, additional support staff and pupils. As can be seen, although their exact positioning
in the ordering may vary, all groups agreed that ‘pupils arriving promptly for classes’ and
‘pupils contributing to class discussions’ were amongst the most frequently occurring of the
positive behaviours listed. In addition, ‘pupils listening to the teacher respectfully’ was
amongst those observed most often by the school staff. Further, ‘pupils politely seeking
teacher help’ appeared in 2 of the rank orders (headteachers and teachers) as did ‘pupils
following instructions’ (additional support staff and pupils). ‘Pupils getting on with their
work’ was amongst the highest ranking positive behaviours for pupils only.

3.12 At the opposite end of the rank ordering, the positive behaviours that were observed
less frequently by comparison included ‘pupils listening to others’ views respectfully’ and
‘attentive and interested pupils’ as well as ‘lessons that are calm, relaxed and enjoyable’.
‘Pupils arriving with the correct equipment’ was one of the behaviours observed less often by
headteachers and teachers, as was ‘pupils settling down quickly’ according to teachers and
pupils. It was also noteworthy that whilst for headteachers and teachers, ‘pupils politely
seeking teacher help’ was amongst the most frequently observed positive pupil behaviours,
additional support staff expressed quite a different opinion and it was one of the behaviours
they perceived least often.
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Figure 3.1

in terms of frequency of occurrence

Rank ordering of the types of positive behaviour: the top four behaviours

Headteachers

Teachers

Additional support staff

Pupils

1. Pupils listening to the
teacher respectfully

2=. Pupils arriving
promptly for classes

2=. Pupils contributing
to class discussions

4. Pupils politely seeking
teacher help

1. Pupils contributing to
class discussions

2. Pupils arriving
promptly for classes

3. Pupils listening to the
teacher respectfully

4. Pupils politely seeking
teacher help

1. Pupils contributing to
class discussions

2. Pupils arriving
promptly for classes

3. Pupils following
instructions

4. Pupils listening to the
teacher respectfully

1. Pupils arriving for
lessons on time

2. Pupils getting on with
their work

3. Pupils following
instructions from the
teacher

4. Pupils being a part of

class discussions

Source: NFER survey of school staff and pupils, 2006

3.13 Analysing the staff survey data by school sector indicated that the 11 positive
behaviours occurred much more frequently at primary level than they did in secondary
schools. The primary headteachers, teachers and additional support staff who were surveyed
observed all 11 behaviours in more lessons than their secondary colleagues. In particular,
‘pupils arriving promptly for lessons’, ‘pupils contributing to class discussions’ and ‘pupils
politely seeking teacher help’ were much more common at primary level. In addition, ‘pupils
arriving with the correct equipment’ and ‘attentive and interested pupils’ were especially
frequent in primary schools based on the responses of primary teachers and support staff
compared with their secondary counterparts.

3.14 An association was found between teachers’ confidence and their perceptions of
positive behaviour in the classroom. Teachers who indicated that they felt confident in
responding to indiscipline in the classroom were more likely to report occurrences of positive
behaviours. This was true of all 11 types of positive behaviour in lessons included in the
study. (It should be noted though that, although a relationship between the extent of teachers’
confidence and the reported incidence of positive behaviours was evident, this analysis does
not establish direction of causality i.e. it does not determine whether teachers perceived
positive behaviours with greater frequency because they felt more confident at dealing with
indiscipline; or whether they felt more confident because they perceived positive behaviours
with greater frequency.)

3.15 Similarly, analysis revealed an association between the level of support that staff
identified as being available to teachers and additional support staff and their views of
incidences of positive behaviour in lessons. The more supported these school staff felt, the
more likely they were to report the positive behaviours as frequently occurring. For both
teachers and support staff, this was the case for all 11 positive behaviours under consideration
in the research. (Again, the direction of causality was uncertain.)

3.16 As part of the staff and pupil focus groups, participants were asked if, and how,
teachers recognise positive/good behaviour. All staff focus groups unanimously agreed that

? The positive behaviours are ranked in terms of frequency according to mean scores. Respondents rated how
often each of the 11 positive behaviours was exhibited on a 5-point scale (1 = “all lessons’; 2 = ‘most lessons’; 3
= ‘some lessons’; 4 = ‘few lessons’; 5 = ‘no lessons’). An extra category (6 = ‘don’t know’) was included in the
headteacher questionnaire. When calculating the mean scores for headteachers, any ‘don’t knows’ were recoded
to the mid-point of the scale (‘3”).
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teachers and, indeed, all members of school staff, recognised positive pupil behaviour, with
two groups expressly stating that positive behaviour encouragement was the key to improving
behaviour. In contrast, however, participants in one-third (5) of the pupil focus groups stated
that they did not think teachers recognised positive behaviour or did so infrequently. Of these
groups, pupils relayed how they perceived teachers sometimes “ignored” their good
behaviour, and instead focused on the indiscipline of other pupils. In addition, pupils often
felt that teachers rewarded the occasional good behaviour of those pupils who typically
misbehaved to a greater extent than they did the pupils who were consistently well behaved.
Members of the staff focus groups showed an appreciation of pupils’ views on this matter and
stated that there was a “fine balance” regarding praising those who always behaved and those
who usually misbehaved but who had behaved well.

3.17 A range of methods to recognise positive behaviour were cited by both staff and
pupils in their recipient focus groups. Examples of approaches included: celebration
assemblies; use of stickers and well-done stamps; Golden time; positive referrals to other
staff in recognition of good behaviour; and letters of praise sent home to parents.

Summary

. Overwhelmingly, the headteachers who were surveyed indicated that pupils were
generally well behaved in the classroom, with 99 per cent registering that ‘most’ or
‘all/almost all’ behaved well. The majority of teachers, additional support staff and
pupils recorded that pupils behaved well in ‘most’ or ‘all/almost all’ lessons, though
they were less emphatic than headteachers.

. Indeed, there were acute differences in perceptions of positive behaviour depending
on the ‘world view’ of the respondent type. Pupils themselves were most negative,
then additional support staff, followed by teachers and finally the headteachers. As
regards pupils, this difference in perception may be attributable to the less tolerant
attitude they held towards their peers’ indiscipline (see Chapter 7). In terms of
support staff, close to half (44 per cent) of the sample was assigned to work with a
particular pupil or pupils or class, possibly on the grounds of their additional needs
(one of which could be behaviour).

. The specific types of positive behaviours that were reported to occur most frequently
in lessons included “pupils arriving promptly for classes’, ‘pupils contributing to class
discussions’ and ‘pupils listening to the teacher respectfully’.

. Analysis by school sector revealed that positive behaviours occurred much more
frequently at primary level than they did in secondary schools. In particular, ‘pupils
arriving promptly for lessons’, ‘pupils contributing to class discussions’ and ‘pupils
politely seeking teacher help’ were much more common at primary level.

. An association was found between teachers’ confidence in responding to indiscipline
and their perceptions of positive behaviour in the classroom, such that the more
confident teachers felt, the more likely they were to report positive behaviour as
frequently occurring. Similarly, teachers and support staff who felt supported by their
school recorded more incidences of positive behaviours.
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CHAPTER FOUR NEGATIVE BEHAVIOUR IN THE
CLASSROOM

Introduction

4.1 This chapter focuses on the extent and type of negative behaviour within the
classroom, how typical that behaviour is and whether some classes are more challenging than
others. It then moves on to consider the effect that such behaviour has on staff, pupils and the
learning experience. It draws primarily on the evidence from the school staff and pupil
surveys, with some additional comment provided by the data from the staff and pupil focus
group discussions.

How badly behaved or difficult to deal with are pupils in lessons?
4.2 In the survey of school staff, headteachers were asked to report what proportion of the
school roll they considered to be generally badly behaved and/or difficult to deal with in the

classroom. Table 4.1 presents their responses.

Table 4.1 The proportion of the school roll considered by headteachers to be badly
behaved and/or difficult to deal with in the classroom

Proportion of school roll badly Headteachers Headteachers
behaved and/or difficult to deal (N) (%)
with in the classroom

All/almost all 2 1

Most 1 <1
Some 78 20

Few 234 61
None/almost none 64 17

No response 5 1
TOTAL 384 100

Notes to table Percentages do not all add up to 100 due to rounding. Source: NFER survey of school staff, 2006

43  As Table 4.1 shows (and has been noted in previous chapters), the majority of
headteachers surveyed indicated that pupils were generally well behaved in the classroom,
with more than three-quarters (78 per cent) recording that ‘a few’ or ‘none/almost none’ were
badly behaved. Only one-fifth (20 per cent) of headteachers surveyed reported that ‘some’ or
‘most’ pupils were badly behaved and/or difficult to deal with in the classroom.

4.4  As illustrated in Table 4.2 overleaf, when headteacher responses were analysed
according to school sector, this revealed, perhaps not surprisingly, that secondary
headteachers were more likely than their primary counterparts to report that ‘a few’, or
‘some’ pupils were badly behaved in the classroom. However, an interesting difference
emerged. The tiny number of headteachers (2 per cent) who reported that ‘most’, or
‘all/almost all’ pupils were badly behaved in the classroom were primary headteachers.
Further analysis of the data suggests that factors affecting this may relate to:

e the small size of the school
e higher levels of deprivation (e.g. as indicated by free school meal eligibility)
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e higher levels of special educational need.

4.5 However, it should also be noted that a quarter (26 per cent) of primary headteachers
did report that ‘none/almost none’ of their pupils were badly behaved in the classroom,
compared with only 5 per cent of secondary headteachers.

Table 4.2 The proportion of the school roll considered by primary and secondary
headteachers to be badly behaved and/or difficult to deal with in the classroom

Proportion of school roll badly Primary headteachers Secondary headteachers
behaved and/or difficult to deal
with in the classroom

™ (%) ™) (%)
All/almost all 2 1 0 0
Most 1 1 0 0
Some 31 15 47 29
Few 124 58 110 67
None/almost none 56 26 8 5
TOTAL 214 100 165 100

Notes to table Percentages do not all add up to 100 due to rounding. Source: NFER survey of school staff, 2006

4.6  Teachers and additional support staff were asked to report on the number of lessons
they taught, or assisted in, on a regular basis in which pupils were badly behaved and/or
difficult to deal with. Pupils in the 7 schools surveyed were asked to state in how many of
their lessons the previous week pupils had been badly behaved, so that it caused difficulty for
the teacher and disturbed other pupils. Table 4.3 below sets out the responses of teachers,
additional support staff and pupils.

Table 4.3 Number of lessons in which pupils are considered by teachers, additional
support staff and pupils to be badly behaved and/or difficult to deal with

Number of lessons in which Teachers Additional support Pupils
pupils are badly behaved staff

and/or difficult to deal with ™) (%) ™) (%) () (%)
All/almost all 21 2 29 6 31 2
Most 69 6 74 15 239 16
Some 348 32 202 40 519 36
Few 356 33 131 26 547 37
None/almost none 279 26 60 12 107 7
No response 7 <1 5 1 18 1
TOTAL 1080 100 501 100 1461 100

Notes to table Percentages do not all add up to 100 due to rounding. Source: NFER survey of school staff and pupils, 2006

4.7  Table 4.3 shows that teachers, additional support staff and pupils were generally less
positive than headteachers about pupil behaviour in lessons, with just under a third of
teachers (32 per cent), slightly more than one-third (36 per cent) of pupils and two-fifths (40
per cent) of additional support staff reporting that pupils were badly behaved in ‘some’
lessons. This could be related to the fact that they will be encountering pupil behaviour on a
daily basis and thus, may feel it to be more of an issue than headteachers who are usually
somewhat removed from the classroom situation. Interestingly, additional support staff and
pupils were more likely than teachers to report that pupils were badly behaved in ‘some’, or

32




‘most’, lessons. Once again, this illustrates the ‘world view’ of the respondent type noted in
Chapter Three.

4.8  As Table 4.4 shows, analysis of teacher, additional support staff and pupil responses
by school sector revealed that, again perhaps not surprisingly, staff in primary schools were
more likely than those in secondary schools to report that pupils were badly behaved in
‘none/almost none’, of their lessons. For example, almost twice as many primary teachers
(35 per cent) as secondary teachers (18 per cent) stated this, while almost 6 times as many
primary additional support staff (25 per cent) stated this as secondary additional support staff
(4 per cent). However, of the tiny number of teachers who stated that pupils were badly
behaved in ‘all/almost all’ lessons, the majority were from primary schools. Pupil responses
at primary and secondary level showed very little difference by school sector.

Table 4.4 Number of lessons in which pupils are considered by primary and secondary
teachers, additional support staff and pupils to be badly behaved and/or difficult to deal
with

Number of lessons in which Teachers Additional support Pupils

pupils are badly behaved staff

and/or difficult to deal with Primary  Secondary | Primary  Secondary | Primary Secondary
% % Y% % % %

Teachers

All/almost all 3 1 3 8 2 2

Most 4 8 6 20 15 17

Some 26 39 27 49 37 36

Few 32 34 39 19 40 38

None/almost none 35 18 25 4 7 8

TOTAL 100 100 100 100 100 100

Notes to table Percentages may not add up to 100 due to rounding. Source: NFER survey of school staft and pupils, 2006

What sort of negative behaviour is in evidence during lessons?
The type of negative behaviour identified by school staff

4.9  Headteachers, teachers and additional support staff in the school survey were asked to
consider a list of 24 classroom behaviours, largely based on the 20 used in the 2004 survey
conducted by Edinburgh University (Munn ez al., 2004)*. Headteachers were then asked to
indicate on a 5-point scale the frequency with which each behaviour had either been referred
on to them, or encountered by them, over the last teaching week. Teachers and additional
support staff were asked to consider all the lessons they had taught, or assisted in, during the
last teaching week and indicate on the same 5-point scale how frequently they had to deal
with each behaviour. An extra category ‘Don’t know’ was also included for headteachers.
Headteachers’ responses are presented in Table 4.4 overleaf, while table 4.5 overleaf sets out
the responses of teachers and additional support staff.

* The four additional classroom behaviours listed in the current survey were: physical violence (such as

punching, kicking, use of a weapon) towards other pupils; physical violence (such as punching, kicking, use of a
weapon) towards you (i.e. member of staff); pupils withdrawing from interaction with others/you; and pupils
missing lessons (e.g. truancy).
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4.10 What immediately becomes clear when considering Tables 4.4 and 4.5 is that the
classroom behaviours encountered by school staff (headteachers, teachers and additional
support staff) most frequently within a typical week of teaching were low-level, in particular
‘talking out of turn’ (by far the most common behaviour reported), ‘making unnecessary
(non- verbal) noise’, ‘hindering or distracting others’ and ‘pupils leaving their seat without
permission’. More serious indiscipline, such as physical violence or aggression, was far less
likely to occur on a daily basis, and was hardly ever directed at school staff. These findings
were echoed in local authority interviewees’ comments (“the old chestnut of talking out of
turn still ranks as the most consistently disruptive behaviour”), and are very much in line with
those of the 2004 Edinburgh University study.

4.11 The very few incidents of racist or sexist abuse towards staff, and physical aggression
or violence towards staff that were reported in the current study, occurred more frequently in
primary schools than in secondary. An explanation for this could be, as staff in the focus
groups reported, that increasing numbers of 3- and 4-year olds were entering mainstream
education with often complex difficulties, or a lack of basic social skills, which quite often
resulted in behavioural problems. Indeed, analysis revealed an association between the
number of lessons in which teachers found pupils badly behaved and the proportion of pupils
with additional support needs. This perception was also reflected in the comments of local
authority representatives:

“Young children who cannot make appropriate social connections seem to be a
growth area”.

“The area where there is the greatest increase in problems is in pre-school, in early
primary. There has been a marked increase in asocial and un-socialised behaviour in
very young children who can be quite violent and aggressive and who do not have the
cognitive capacity to be aware, necessarily, of the nature of their behaviour and the
consequences of it. That is where there does seem to be a growing problem”.

4.12 It is important to note that primary schools are often the first in a child’s school career
to engage with such behavioural and social difficulties. Aggression or violence towards staff
may well be inadvertent (for example, as a result of a tantrum, or of a particular condition
such as autism), and may represent a method, albeit an inappropriate one, of communicating
with staff. Therefore, the increase in perceptions of the above types of behaviour (e.g. racist
or sexist abuse towards staff, and physical aggression or violence towards staff) in primary
schools is perhaps not surprising.

“The 2 biggies are attention deficit and autistic spectrum disorder — definitely a huge
expediential growth in that population. Whether that is a function of increased
diagnosis as opposed to increased frequency is another matter” (local authority
representative).

“I think there has been a huge knowledge spurt in the last few years and that
obviously impacts on people’s perceptions” (local authority representative).

4.13  As Table 4.5 shows, additional support staff in the current survey were consistently
more likely than teachers to identify low-level behaviours (particularly ‘calculated
idleness/work avoidance’, ‘pupils leaving their seat without permission’, ‘cheeky/impertinent
remarks’ and ‘general rowdiness/horseplay’), as happening in lessons several times daily.
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This could well be related to the perception, which is borne out by additional support staff
comments in focus groups, that pupils can be more disrespectful to, and often less inclined to
do as they are asked by, support staff.

4.14  School staff in the focus groups within the current study confirmed that indiscipline in
lessons was mainly low level and “an irritation”, with “sporadic” serious incidents, although
additional support staff at secondary level felt that indiscipline was now becoming more
serious and cited an increase in violence and bad language. Primary focus group participants
referred to talking out of turn and cheekiness/verbal abuse as the most common low-level
behaviours encountered in lessons, while secondary focus group participants referred to
talking out of turn and not being focused on tasks as the most common.

4.15 Reasons given by school staff in the focus groups for poor behaviour focused mainly
on the influence of the inclusion agenda. Staff felt they were having to cope with increasing
numbers of pupils in mainstream schools with more serious behavioural difficulties. Catering
for those needs in mainstream was not easy and often presented problems when trying to
discipline other pupils. That said, it is worth noting that, in the staff survey, 65 per cent of
primary teachers reported that ‘none’ or ‘very few’ of the pupils in the class they mainly
taught had additional support needs, while this was the case for 57 per cent of secondary
teachers when commenting on their most difficult class.

4.16 The other main factor cited in poor behaviour was the lack of respect shown by
pupils, which was linked to the paucity of rules and sanctions at home, resulting in pupils
“pushing the boundaries” whilst at school. It was noted that many parents were working and
had little time, therefore there was perceived to be a lack of support for schools’ behavioural
approaches. This societal trend was also commented on by local authority interviewees.

4.17 Tables 4.4 and 4.5 show that the low-level indiscipline identified so frequently on a
daily basis by teachers and additional support staff in the school survey was far less likely to
be referred on to, or directly encountered by, headteachers. For example, ‘talking out of turn’
was identified by more than three-fifths of teachers and additional support staff (62 and 65
per cent respectively) as happening several times daily, compared with a fifth (20 per cent) of
headteachers, while ‘hindering other pupils’ was identified by two-fifths (40 per cent) of
teachers and more than two-fifths (45 per cent) of additional support staff as happening
several times daily, compared with 13 per cent of headteachers. Once again, this may be due
to the fact that headteachers are more removed from the daily classroom situation. At the
same time, it is highly unlikely that such low-level behaviour would be referred on to them.
Indeed, the three most frequently identified negative classroom behaviours for headteachers,
but only as occurring once or twice a week, were more serious: ‘physical aggression towards
other pupils’; ‘general verbal abuse towards other pupils’; and ‘physical violence towards
other pupils’.

4.18 What is of interest here though is that, as identified in the previous Edinburgh
University study and reported by staff in the focus groups in the current study, it is the
constant “drip, drip effect” (Munn et al., 2004) of low-level bad behaviour that grinds school
staff down and contributes to a lowering of morale. Teachers in the current study referred to
it as “soul destroying” and local authority representatives as “stamina sapping”, the type of
behaviour that “drives teachers batty”. A question for consideration might be the extent to
which headteachers recognise and support their staff in this, or whether it is seen as
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something with which teachers and additional support staff feel they just have to cope by
themselves.

4.19 Analysis revealed an association between teachers’ confidence and perceptions of
negative behaviour. Teachers who indicated that they felt confident in responding to
indiscipline in the classroom were less likely to report incidents of negative behaviour. This
was true of all types of negative behaviour in the classroom included in the survey, except for
violence towards staff and, to a lesser extent, sexism towards staff (although the latter was
still statistically significant). This may highlight an important CPD issue for those teachers
who reported not feeling confident in dealing with indiscipline in the classroom. (It should
be noted though, that although a relationship between the extent of teachers’ confidence and
the reported incidence of negative behaviours was evident, this analysis does not establish
direction of causality i.e. it does not determine whether teachers perceived negative
behaviours with greater frequency because they felt less confident at dealing with
indiscipline; or whether they felt less confident because they perceived negative behaviours
with greater frequency.)

420 At the same time, an association between the level of support that staff identified as
being available to teachers and additional support staff and perceptions of indiscipline was
also revealed. The more supported in school staff felt, the less likely they were to report
incidents of negative behaviour. For teachers, this was true of all types of negative behaviour
in the classroom included in the survey, except for racism towards other pupils, sexism
towards staff, violence towards staff and, to a lesser extent, racism towards staff (although the
latter was still statistically significant). For additional support staff, this was true of all types
of negative behaviour in the classroom, with the exception of racism and violence towards
staff and violence towards other pupils. This may indicate a significant issue for whole-
school approaches to managing behaviour if staff do not feel sufficiently supported to be able
to deal with certain types of serious indiscipline. (Again, the direction of causality was
uncertain.)

4.21 Analysing the school staff survey data by school sector indicated that, although the
same low-level indiscipline was identified by teachers and additional support staff in both
primary and secondary schools, it was perceived to occur more frequently in secondary
schools, particularly by secondary additional support staff. For example, ‘talking out of turn’
was reported by 72 per cent of primary teachers and 75 per cent of secondary teachers to
occur at least daily, but by 63 per cent of primary additional support staff and by 80 per cent
of secondary support staff. ‘Hindering other pupils’ was identified by 54 per cent of primary
teachers and 59 per cent of secondary teachers to occur at least daily, but by 51 per cent of
primary additional support staff and by 72 per cent of secondary additional support staff.
Once again, this illustrates the ‘world view’ of behaviour already identified. ‘Not being
punctual for lessons’, ‘eating and chewing’, and ‘truancy’ were behaviours identified far
more frequently at secondary level, while, not surprisingly, the use of mobile phones/texting
was identified almost exclusively as a secondary-level behaviour.

The type of negative behaviour identified by pupils

4.22  Inthe 7 schools involved in the pupil survey, pupils were asked to consider a list of 22
classroom behaviours, the majority of which were the same as those presented to school staff,
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although written in more ‘pupil-friendly’ language in recognition of the wide age range of
pupils included’. Pupils were invited to indicate on a 5-point scale in how many of their
lessons over the previous week they had observed each behaviour. Pupils’ responses are
shown in Table 4.6 overleaf.

4.23  As Table 4.6 shows, in line with school staff, pupils in the 7 schools also identified
low-level indiscipline as the type of behaviour they observed in most of their lessons. As
with school staff, the negative behaviour observed in most lessons was ‘pupils calling out,
chattering’ (i.e. talking out of turn), while the negative behaviour least likely to occur was
being threatening to, or physically hurting, teachers. Again, in line with the school staff
survey, analysis by school type reveals that ‘pupils being late for lessons’, ‘eating and
chewing’ and the ‘use of mobile phones/texting’ were more common behaviours at secondary
level than primary.

4.24  However, just under two-fifths (39 per cent) of pupils reported that they observed
‘pupils being rude to teachers’ (as opposed to ‘being cheeky or making impertinent remarks’)
in most or some of their lessons. Perhaps not surprisingly, analysis by school type shows that
this was slightly more the case for secondary school pupils. In contrast, teachers and
additional support staff were far less likely to report ‘verbal abuse towards staff” on such a
regular basis, with two-fifths of teachers (40 per cent) and just under two-fifths (38 per cent)
of additional support staff reporting they encountered it only once or twice a week. Analysis
by school sector revealed that this was more common for additional support staff, and
particularly for teachers, in secondary schools.

4.25 Comparing the 6 highest ranking behaviours observed by pupils in most of their
lessons with those identified by teachers and additional staff as occurring several times daily,
the types of low-level behaviours identified emerged as broadly similar. Figure 1 overleaf
illustrates that ‘hindering other pupils’ and ‘making unnecessary (non verbal) noise’ rank
more highly for teachers and additional support staff than for pupils. ‘Eating/chewing’ ranks
higher in the pupils’ list than that of teachers and particularly of additional support staff,
although more additional support staff reported this occurring several times daily than did
teachers. One additional negative behaviour (being rowdy) features in the pupil list of six,
but not in those of teachers or additional support staff.

> One of the 22 behaviours in the pupil survey (pupils not letting other pupils join in with them) was not
included in the school staff surveys. Three of the behaviours included in the staff surveys (general verbal abuse
towards other pupils; racist abuse towards you (i.e. member of staff); and sexist abuse towards you (i.e. member
of staff)) were not included in the pupil survey.
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Figure 1 Examples of low-level behaviour identified most frequently as occurring
in most lessons/several times daily
Teachers Additional support staff Pupils
1. Talking out of turn 1. Talking out of turn 1. Pupils calling out
2. Hindering other pupils 2. Making unnecessary noise 2. Eating/chewing
3. Making unnecessary noise 3. Hindering others 3. Delaying getting on with work
4. Eating/chewing 4. Calculated idleness/work (calculated idleness)
5. Calculated idleness/work avoidance 4. Getting out of seat without
avoidance 5. Leaving seat without permission
6. Leaving seat without permission/cheeky remarks 5. Making unnecessary noise/
permission 6. Eating/chewing being cheeky/being rowdy
6. Distracting others (hindering)

Source: NFER survey of school staff and pupils, 2006

4.26  With the exception of one P6 group, in which pupils referred to behaviour in the
classroom as quite serious, pupils in the focus groups were unanimous that the majority of
poor behaviour in lessons was low level. More serious incidents were rare and, with the
exception of climbing on furniture when the teacher was out of the room (reported by a group
of P7 pupils about a small minority of pupils), tended to take place outside the classroom.
Typically, these incidents included either pupil fights or incidents of bullying, although a P6
group felt it was important to distinguish between name calling and bullying. Figure 2 below
illustrates the type of low-level behaviour identified by primary and secondary pupils in the
pupil focus groups. Italics denote different behaviours exhibited by primary and secondary

pupils.

Figure 2 Examples of low-level behaviour (pupil focus groups)
Primary Secondary
Chattering Chattering

Not getting on with your work

Being silly/mucking about

Being cheeky to the teacher/backchat

Rudely interrupting the teacher by not putting your

Not getting on with your work
Being silly/mucking about
Cheeking the teacher/talking back
Calling out

hand up/shouting out Laughing

Laughing Not doing homework
Pushing someone aside as you come into class after | Disobedience

break Play fighting

Flicking rubbers/elastic bands Showing off

Getting out of your seat Wearing trainers to school
Throwing notes behind the teacher’s back

Chewing gum

Calling each other names

Source: Pupil focus groups, NFER study 2006

4.27 Several of the low-level behaviours identified were the same for both primary and
secondary pupils. Apart from pushing someone aside on entering the room, exceptions in
primary schools (shown in italics in Figure 2), were generally more typical of the sort of
“irritating” behaviours identified by staff in the school staff survey, for example, flicking
rubbers/elastic bands and throwing notes behind the teachers back. Interestingly, as noted
earlier, in the staff survey, chewing gum was identified almost exclusively as a secondary
school behaviour, and predominantly as such in the pupil survey, but in the pupil focus
groups it only featured in the discussions with primary school pupils. Additional behaviours

41




identified by secondary pupil focus group participants (shown above in italics) included the
sort of behaviours associated with emerging adolescence and independence, for example, not
doing homework, showing off, wearing trainers to school.

How typical is the negative behaviour identified?

4.28 Headteachers in the school staff survey were asked to state whether the pattern of
occurrences of different classroom behaviours (i.e. the frequency) they had identified as
being referred on to them, or directly encountered by them, during the previous teaching
week was typical of the general classroom experience in their school. Teachers were asked to
say whether the pattern (i.e. the frequency) of classroom behaviours they had reported
experiencing during the previous week’s teaching was typical of the classroom experience in
their particular school. If either group indicated these behaviours were not typical, they were
then asked to explain why not. Table 4.7 below presents the responses of headteachers and
teachers.

429 As Table 4.7 shows, more than three-quarters of headteachers (77 per cent) and
teachers (84 per cent) reported that the pattern they had described was typical. Analysis by
school sector showed that the responses were broadly similar in primary and secondary
schools, although slightly more secondary headteachers thought it was typical than did
primary headteachers, with slightly fewer primary teachers viewing it as typical than
secondary teachers.

Table 4.7 Is the pattern/frequency of different classroom behaviours identified typical
of the general classroom experience in your school?

Is the pattern/frequency of different Overall Primary Secondary
classroom behaviours identified
typical of the general classroom
experience in your school
() % ™) % () %

Headteachers
Yes 294 77 162 76 132 81
No 82 21 50 24 32 20
No response 8 2 / / / /
TOTAL 384 100 212 100 164 100

Teachers

Yes 911 84 427 81 484 89
No 157 15 98 19 59 11
No response 12 1 / / / /
TOTAL 1080 100 525 100 543 100

Notes to table Non-responses were included in the figures for the sample overall. The figures for primary and secondary
respondents were calculated from those who responded to the question only. Percentages may not add up to 100 due to
rounding. Source: NFER survey of school staff, 2006

4.30 Just over a fifth (21 per cent) of headteachers reported that the pattern they had
described was not typical. Of those, analysis by school type shows that almost a quarter (24
per cent) were primary headteachers while a fifth (20 per cent) were secondary headteachers.
Less than a fifth (15 per cent) of teachers (more of whom were primary teachers) reported
that the pattern of behaviour they had described was not typical.
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431 When proferring reasons for the pattern of occurrences of behaviour not being typical,
some variation in interpretation became apparent. Headteachers and teachers were asked to
relate their answers to the previous week’s teaching, but the majority tended to relate it to
their classroom experience generally.

4.32  For primary headteachers and teachers, the main reasons for the pattern of classroom
behaviour they had described not being typical of the general classroom experience in their
school related to the nature of their pupils. Certain individuals or classes were said to present
more difficult, or persistent, negative behaviour than others, while a number of pupils were
reported to have more challenging behavioural difficulties (e.g. ADHD, Aspergers
syndrome).

4.33  Secondary headteachers and teachers who indicated that the pattern of classroom
behaviour they had described was not typical of the general classroom experience in their
school, tended to refer more to the skills of the teacher (for example, some teachers were
perceived to be better at handling discipline than others), or to the type of lesson (for
example, behaviour was often better in practical lessons). Secondary headteachers in
particular referred to their limited view, which may be linked to the fact that they are
generally more removed from the classroom situation than their primary counterparts, several
of whom tend to also have a teaching commitment.

Are some classes more challenging than others?

4.34  Headteachers in the school staff survey were asked to report whether there were any
particular stages of pupil causing the greatest difficulty for their staff in terms of managing
behaviour. They were also offered the opportunity to state that all stages were difficult, none
were particularly difficult, or that it was too variable to judge. Primary headteacher responses
indicated that the year groups more difficult to deal with in terms of behaviour (identified by
more than one in ten headteachers) were, in rank order:

P7 (19 per cent)
None particularly difficult (18 per cent)
P6 (18 per cent)
P5 (12 per cent)
P4 (11 per cent).

4.35 In the pupil focus groups, P7 and then P6 were identified by primary pupils as the
year groups more likely to be involved in negative behaviour. Pupils were said to “get
cheekier” as they got older, with P7s particularly testing the boundaries because they were
getting ready to move on to secondary school soon: “There’s nobody higher than them in the
school” (P6 focus group). Primary headteachers in one of the staff focus groups also
identified P7 as a particularly difficult year group.

436 Secondary headteacher responses indicated that the year groups more difficult to deal
with in terms of behaviour (identified by more than one in 10 headteachers) were, in rank

order:

e S3 (31 per cent)
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e S4 (26 per cent)
e S2 (24 per cent).

4.37 In the pupil focus group discussions, secondary pupils identified S3 and S4 pupils as
the most difficult year groups and cited the effect of puberty as an influential factor. One
focus group made up of S4 to S6 pupils did note, however, that this year group had been
particularly problematic since they started in S1, so it was more to do with the characteristics
of that group, rather than their age.

4.38 The above responses from primary and secondary headteachers, and focus group
participants, emerged as very similar to those of primary and secondary headteachers in the
2004 Edinburgh University survey. As the Policy Update on Behaviour in Scottish Schools
noted, primary headteachers in that study identified P6 and P7 as particularly difficult, while
secondary headteachers identified S3 as the most difficult year, with S2 and S4 also
perceived to be difficult (Scottish Executive, 2004)

4.39 Secondary teachers in the survey schools were asked to identify on a 5-point scale
how many of the classes they taught on a regular basis they found difficult to deal with.
Table 4.10 below shows that secondary teachers felt they could cope with the behaviour of
the majority of their classes, with only one in 20 (5 per cent) indicating that they found ‘more
than half” their classes difficult to deal with, and fewer than one in 10 (8 per cent) indicating
‘about half>. More than half (53 per cent) of secondary teachers indicated that they found
‘one or two’ of their classes difficult to deal with, and just under a fifth (19 per cent)
indicated that they did not find any of their classes difficult to deal with. Once again, these
findings are strikingly similar to those of the 2004 Edinburgh University survey.

Table 4.8 How many of the classes they currently teach do teachers find difficult to deal
with?

How many of your classes do you find difficult Secondary teachers
to deal with

N) %
More than half 25 5
About half 41 8
Less than half 82 15
One or two 290 53
None 102 19
No response 10 2
TOTAL 550 100

Notes to table Percentages may not add up to 100 due to rounding. Source: NFER survey of school staff, 2006

Composition of difficult classes

4.40 Secondary teachers who responded that they found at least ‘one or two’ classes
difficult to deal with were asked about the composition of their most difficult class.

441 Secondary teachers indicated that their most difficult class comprised the following
year group (identified by more than one in 10 secondary teachers):

e S2 (30 per cent)
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e S3 (30 per cent)
e S4 (24 per cent).

4.42 The year groups identified by secondary teachers as those making up their most
difficult class were the same as those identified by secondary headteachers (see 4.33).
However, S2 pupils were perceived as more problematic by teachers than by headteachers.

4.43  Secondary teachers indicated that the classes they usually taught were set by subject.
When asked to indicate on a 3-point scale the attainment level of their most difficult class in
comparison with other pupils in the same age range, nearly three-quarters (73 per cent) of
secondary teachers indicated that this class was below average. More than half (57 per cent)
of the secondary teachers surveyed reported that none or very few of the pupils in their most
difficult class had additional support needs. Just under a fifth (17 per cent) indicated that
more than a quarter of the class had additional support needs.

4.44  When asked whether the composition of their most difficult class had been influenced
by decisions about pupil discipline or behaviour problems, slightly over a quarter (26 per
cent) reported that it had, while just over half (54 per cent) of secondary teachers indicated
that it had not. Almost a fifth (19 per cent) indicated that they did not know if it had.

What impact does poor behaviour in lessons have on staff, on pupils, on learning?
445  After identifying how often they were faced with different types of negative pupil
behaviour in the classroom, teachers were asked to report, on a 5-point scale, how difficult

they had found it to deal with those behaviours. Table 4.9 presents their responses.

Table 4.9 How difficult teachers find it to deal with the negative classroom behaviour
they report

How difficult teachers find it to deal Overall Primary Secondary
with  the negative behaviour
reported in the classroom
(\)) % ™) % () %
Extremely difficult 1 42 4 18 3 24 4
2 136 13 50 10 86 16
3 227 21 82 16 145 27
4 329 31 157 30 172 32
Not difficultatall 5 336 31 218 42 118 22
No response 10 1
TOTAL 1080 100 525 100 545 100

Notes to table Non-responses were included in the figures for the sample overall. The figures for primary and secondary
respondents were calculated from those who responded to the question only. Percentages may not add up to 100 due to
rounding. Source: NFER survey of school staff, 2006

4.46 Table 4.9 shows that just over three-fifths (62 per cent) of teachers did not find the
negative classroom behaviour they had reported particularly difficult to deal with. This was
far more the case for primary teachers than for secondary teachers, with almost three-quarters
(72 per cent) of primary teachers responding in this way, compared with just over half (54 per
cent) of secondary teachers. Only a fifth (22 per cent) of secondary teachers indicated that
they had no difficulties at all with the classroom behaviour encountered, compared with
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almost double the amount (42 per cent) of primary teachers. At the same time, a fifth (20 per
cent) of secondary teachers indicated that they did find the classroom behaviour they had
reported difficult to deal with, compared with 13 per cent of primary teachers.

4.47 Headteachers were asked to indicate up to 3 negative behaviours in the list of 24
examples of classroom behaviours they had been presented with that had had the greatest
negative impact on the teaching experience of their staff during the previous teaching week.
Teachers were asked to indicate up to 3 of these behaviours that had had the greatest negative
impact on their own teaching experience during the previous week. Table 4.10 presents the
highest ranking negative classroom behaviours (identified by one in 10 or more headteachers
and teachers).

Table 4.10 Negative behaviour reported by headteachers and teachers to have had the
greatest negative impact on the teaching experience of staff during the last teaching
week (from 24 possible choices)

Negative behaviour identified by Overall Primary Secondary
headteachers and teachers as having

greatest negative impact on teaching

™) (%) ™ (%) ™ (%)
Headteachers
Talking out of turn 216 56 115 30 101 26
Hindering other pupils 194 51 110 29 74 19
Cheeky or impertinent remarks or responses 103 27 44 11 59 15
Persistently infringing class rules 98 26 37 10 61 16
Calculated idleness or work avoidance 89 23 46 12 43 11
Making unnecessary (non-verbal) noise 67 17 49 13 18 5
Not being punctual (late to lessons) 53 14 26 7 27 7
General verbal abuse towards other pupils 52 14 34 9 18 5
General rowdiness/mucking about 39 10 15 4 24 6
Teachers

Talking out of turn 813 75 424 39 389 36
Hindering other pupils 576 53 295 27 281 26
Calculated idleness or work avoidance 356 33 168 16 188 17
Making unnecessary (non-verbal) noise 269 25 169 16 100 9
Persistently infringing class rules 185 17 66 6 119 11
Cheeky or impertinent remarks 160 15 50 5 110 10
Not being punctual (late to lessons) 145 13 40 4 105 10
General rowdiness/mucking about 107 10 39 4 68 6

Notes to table Multiple response questions: school staff could select more than one option therefore percentages do not add
up to 100. Source: NFER survey of school staff, 2006

4.48 The above table shows that both headteachers and teachers, and largely from both
sectors (primary and secondary), were in agreement that it was the low-level behaviour that
they had identified as occurring most frequently in lessons that had the greatest negative
impact on teaching. This view was supported by the focus group discussions with school
staff and mirrors the findings of the 2004 survey by Edinburgh University.

4.49 In the current study, ‘talking out of turn’ was the classroom behaviour that was
reported to have had the greatest negative impact on teaching during the previous week
(identified by over half (56 per cent) of headteachers and three-quarters (75 per cent) of
teachers). This was followed by ‘hindering other pupils’ (identified by just over half of
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headteachers and teachers, 51 and 53 per cent respectively). For teachers, these behaviours,
together with ‘making unnecessary noise’, were perceived to be more problematic in primary
schools, which, given the more relaxed nature of that environment, coupled with the age
range of the pupils concerned, is perhaps not surprising. One extra behaviour (‘general
verbal abuse towards other pupils’) was identified by just over one in 10 (14 per cent) of
headteachers (more of whom were primary headteachers) as having had the greatest negative
impact on the teaching experience in their school during the previous week. This was only
identified by 6 per cent of teachers.

4.50 Staff in the focus groups reported that dealing with negative behaviour in the
classroom “wasted” teachers’ time and hindered teaching and learning. It was also said to be
unfair to other pupils who were being “cheated” out of teaching time. One group of primary
teachers noted that negative classroom behaviour could have a detrimental effect on the
behaviour of other pupils, because they saw poor behaviour being “rewarded” through
increased teacher attention. Secondary headteachers felt that the discipline system coped
well with what they called “the day-to-day grind” of low-level behaviour, and that it was the
more serious incidents that had a greater impact on the school ethos, on staff and on pupils.

4.51 Both secondary and primary headteachers reported a “wearing down” of staff, with
secondary headteachers suggesting that teachers should be “empowered” to cope with
discipline themselves, rather than always seeing it as a responsibility of the SMT. Teachers
and additional support staff reported feeling “drained”, “frustrated” and “inadequate”. Staff
were said to be losing confidence in their ability and, in two groups, were reported to often
blame themselves for the negative behaviour. The need for more behaviour-related training
for additional support staff was identified in the staff focus group discussions.

4.52  In the pupil focus groups, both primary and secondary pupils reported that negative
behaviour in the classroom disrupted lessons and slowed down the learning process for other
pupils. This behaviour could prevent other pupils from concentrating on their work. Equally,
some teachers were reported to be more affected than others by negative behaviour
(particularly when it resulted in confrontation), which also had a detrimental knock-on effect
on learning. The following quotes aptly illustrate the above concerns.

Effect on learning:
“S/he has to stop like every 5 minutes because someone does something” (P6 group)

“Sometimes it is quite bad because we don’t get as much work done because the teacher is talking to
the badly behaved pupils” (S1 to S3 group).

“I don't think it is affecting the way we are learning because we are still learning the same stuff, we are
just getting interrupted so it is taking us longer to do our work” (P7 group).

“It’s quite hard to just get your head down and forget about it all and just work” (P7 group).

“It really annoyed me that, the fact that the thing that | am getting with a teacher is being jeopardised
because someone can’t behave” (S4 to S6 group).

4.53  Pupils in the focus groups also concurred with teachers about the effect the negative
behaviour of others in the classroom had on them. Several reported that it was “annoying”
and distracting, while a number referred to the unfairness of “bad” pupils receiving all the
teacher’s attention. There was felt to sometimes be a disproportionate focus on poor
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behaviour. At the same time, it was reported to be unfair when the whole class was punished
for the behaviour of one pupil. A few groups also noted that negative behaviour could
escalate once one pupil started misbehaving, especially if the teacher failed to contain the
behaviour. Once again, the following quotes illustrate pupils’ comments.

Effect on you/other pupils:
“It can make you pretty angry as well if you are trying to do your work and people are just non-stop
talking or shouting out. You just get bored with it after a time” (P6 group).

“People that are bad get all the attention and people that are good are just left sitting there” (P6
group).

“We don'’t get anything back. They're getting praise for being bad, but we've been good all day but we
don’t feel like we’re being praised at all’ (P6 group).

“The good behaviour is hardly noticed, but the bad behaviour everybody seems to find out about it. It
is like gossip, more of the bad things get discussed instead of the good things” (P6 group).

“The whole class gets into trouble for just one person. If someone throws something and it hits
someone and no one owns up, then everyone gets into trouble and everyone starts playing up” (P7

group).

“[Itis like] a flight of stairs and a rising water level. There are people at the higher stairs but the less
the teacher controls it, the quicker the water rises and the people at the top get affected” (S4 to S6

group).

Summary

. As noted previously, the majority of headteachers surveyed indicated that pupils were
generally well behaved in the classroom. Secondary headteachers were more likely
than their primary counterparts to report that ‘a few’, or ‘some’ pupils were badly
behaved in the classroom. The tiny number of headteachers (2 per cent) who reported
that ‘most’, or ‘all/almost all’ pupils were badly behaved in the classroom were
primary headteachers. Factors affecting this might include: the small size of the
school; higher levels of deprivation; or higher levels of special educational needs.

. Teachers, additional support staff and pupils were generally less positive than
headteachers about pupil behaviour in lessons. Additional support staff and pupils
were more likely than teachers to report that pupils were badly behaved in ‘some’, or
‘most’ lessons. Teachers and additional support staff in primary schools were more
likely than their secondary colleagues to report that pupils were badly behaved in
‘none/almost none’ of their lessons. However, of the tiny number of teachers (2 per
cent) who stated that pupils were badly behaved in ‘all/almost all’ lessons, most were
from primary schools.

. The classroom behaviours encountered by school staff (headteachers, teachers and
additional support staff) most frequently within a typical week of teaching were low
level, in particular ‘talking out of turn’, ‘making unnecessary (non-verbal) noise’,
‘hindering or distracting others’ and ‘pupils leaving their seat without permission’.
More serious indiscipline, such as physical violence or aggression, was far less likely
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to occur on a daily basis, and was hardly ever directed at school staff. These findings
are very much in line with those of the 2004 Edinburgh University study. School staff
in the current survey indicated that, generally, this was typical of the classroom
experience in their schools.

The very few incidents of racist or sexist abuse towards staff, and physical aggression
or violence towards staff that were reported in the survey, occurred more frequently in
primary schools than in secondary. Increasing numbers of 3- and 4-year olds were
reported to be entering mainstream education with often complex difficulties, or a
lack of basic social skills, which quite often resulted in behavioural problems.
Aggression or violence towards staff at that age may well be inadvertent (for example,
as a result of a tantrum, or of a particular condition such as autism), and may represent
a method, albeit an inappropriate one, of communicating with staff.

Additional support staff in the survey were consistently more likely than teachers to
identify low-level behaviours (particularly ‘calculated idleness/work avoidance’,
‘pupils leaving their seat without permission’, ‘cheeky/impertinent remarks’ and
‘general rowdiness/horseplay’), as happening in lessons several times daily. This
could well be related to the perception, which is borne out by additional support staff
comments in focus groups, that pupils can be more disrespectful to, and often less
inclined to do as they are asked by, support staff.

The low-level indiscipline identified so frequently on a daily basis by teachers and
additional support staff in the school survey was far less likely to referred on to, or
directly encountered by, headteachers. Again, this is most likely due to the fact that
headteachers are more removed from the daily classroom situation. At the same time,
it is highly unlikely that such low-level behaviour would be referred on to them.

However, as identified in the previous Edinburgh University study and reported by
staff in the focus groups in the current study, it is the constant “drip, drip effect”
(Munn et al., 2004) of low-level bad behaviour that grinds school staff down and
contributes to a lowering of morale. Analysis revealed that the more confident
teachers felt in responding to indiscipline in the classroom, the less likely they were to
report incidents of negative behaviour. This may highlight an important CPD issue
for those teachers who reported not feeling confident in dealing with indiscipline in
the classroom.

At the same time, teachers and additional support staff who reported feeling more
supported in school, were also less likely to report incidents of negative behaviour in
the classroom. This may indicate a significant issue for whole-school approaches to
managing behaviour if staff do not feel sufficiently supported to be able to deal with
certain types of indiscipline.

Pupils also identified low-level indiscipline as the type of behaviour they observed in
most of their lessons. The classroom behaviours they reported as occurring several
times daily emerged as broadly similar to those reported by teachers and additional
support staff. Pupils did report incidents of being rude to teachers and of being rowdy
more frequently than staff.

49




The most challenging classes for school staff were identified as P7 and P6 in primary
schools, and S4, S3 and S2 in secondary schools, although S2 was identified as more
of a problem by teachers than by headteachers. However, teachers in the survey
secondary schools reported that they could cope with the behaviour of the majority of
their classes.

Most teachers in the survey, particularly those in primary schools, did not find any of
the behaviours they had reported particularly difficult to deal with. Headteachers and
teachers reported that it was the low-level behaviours identified most frequently by
school staff (in particular, talking out of turn), that had the greatest negative impact on
teaching.

Staff focus group participants noted that dealing with such behaviour “wasted”
teachers’ time and hindered teaching and learning. It was also said to be unfair to
other pupils and could have a detrimental effect on the behaviour of other pupils,
because they saw poor behaviour being “rewarded” through increased teacher
attention. Teachers and support staff reported feeling “drained” and worn down by
the constant low-level indiscipline they encountered.

Pupil comments from their focus groups echoed those of school staff. They reported
that negative behaviour in the classroom disrupted lessons and slowed down the
learning process. Such behaviour was said to be “annoying” and unfair when “bad”
pupils received all the teacher’s attention. At the same time, it was reported to be
unfair when the whole class was punished for the behaviour of one pupil. Some
pupils noted that negative behaviour could escalate, especially if not contained by the
teacher.
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PART TWO:
BEHAVIOUR AROUND THE SCHOOL AND WITHIN
THE LOCAL COMMUNITY
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CHAPTER FIVE POSITIVE BEHAVIOUR AROUND THE
SCHOOL

Introduction

5.1 This chapter focuses on the extent and type of positive behaviour around the school,
including how well behaved pupils are and the sorts of positive behaviour that are evident
around the school. The findings are drawn from the school staff and pupil surveys.

How well behaved are pupils around the school?

5.2 In the school staff survey, headteachers, teachers and additional support staff were
asked to identify, on a 5-point scale, how many pupils they found to be generally well
behaved around the school. Table 5.1 shows that, for all members of staff, the vast majority
indicated that ‘most or ‘all/almost all’ of the pupils they encountered around the school were
generally well behaved. In total, 99 per cent of headteachers stated that ‘most’ or ‘all/almost
all’ pupils generally behaved well around school, followed by teachers (91 per cent) and then
additional support staff (84 per cent).

5.3 This pattern of responses — headteachers being most positive in their appraisals of
pupils’ behaviour around school followed by teachers, then support staff — matches that found
as regards their perceptions of positive and negative behaviour in the classroom (see Chapters
Three and Four). Once again, this underlines the difference in the ‘world views’ of the
respondent types. What is noteworthy about positive behaviour around the school, however,
is that the difference between the opinions of the 3 groups of school staff is less pronounced
than, say, it was as regards their perceptions of positive behaviour in the classroom.

Table 5.1 The proportion of pupils considered by headteachers, teachers and additional
support staff to be generally well behaved around the school

Proportion of pupils who are Headteachers Teachers Additional support
generally well behaved around the staff
school

™) (%) ™ (%) ™) (%)
All/almost all 187 49 252 23 79 16
Most 193 50 734 68 344 69
Some 2 1 81 8 69 14
Few 0 0 8 1 8 2
None/almost none 0 0 0 0 0 0
No response 2 1 5 1 1 <1
TOTAL 384 100 1080 100 501 100

Notes to table Percentages do not all add up to 100 due to rounding. Source: NFER survey of school staff, 2006

5.4  Analysis by school sector, displayed in Table 5.2, shows that the primary school staff
who were surveyed considered more pupils to be generally well behaved around the school
than their secondary colleagues. Specifically, higher proportions of primary school
respondents stated that ‘all/almost all” pupils were generally well behaved around the school,
with higher proportions of secondary staff recording that ‘most” were generally well behaved
in this context.
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Table 5.2 The proportion of pupils considered by headteachers, teachers and additional
support staff (primary and secondary) to be generally well behaved around the school

Proportion of pupils who Headteacher Teachers Additional support
are generally well staff
behaved around the
school
Primary | Secondary | Primary | Secondary | Primary | Secondary

(%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%)
All/almost all 61 34 34 14 34 5
Most 39 65 62 74 60 74
Some 1 1 4 11 5 19
Few 0 0 <1 1 1 2
None/almost none 0 0 0 0 0 0
TOTAL 100 100 100 100 100 100

Notes to table Percentages do not all add up to 100 due to rounding. Source: NFER survey of school staff, 2006

5.5 In the pupil survey involving 7 schools, respondents were also asked to indicate, on a
5-point scale, how many pupils they thought were generally well behaved around the school
building. Table 5.3 shows that just under two-thirds of pupils (63 per cent) thought that
‘most’ or ‘all’ generally behaved well around the school. A further quarter (26 per cent)
recorded that ‘some’ pupils were generally well behaved in this context. Of note is that
nearly one-tenth (9 per cent) stated that only a ‘few’ pupils or ‘none’ were generally well
behaved around school; a much higher proportion than that found in the responses of school
staff. Of all the groups surveyed, pupils were most negative in their appraisals of positive
pupil behaviour around the school, just as they were regarding classroom behaviour (see, for
example, Chapter Three). Thus, this is again in line with earlier findings (paragraph 5.3
above, as well as Chapters Three and Four) whereby perceptions of positive behaviour
differed depending on respondents’ ‘world view’.

Table 5.3 The proportion of pupils considered by pupils (overall, primary and
secondary) to be generally well behaved around the school

Proportion of pupils who are Overall Primary Secondary
generally well behaved around o) (%) ) (%) ™) (%)
the school

All 30 2 13 5 17 2
Most 891 61 201 70 690 60
Some 383 26 58 20 325 28
Few 113 8 14 5 99 9
None 13 1 0 0 13 1
No response 31 2 / / / /
TOTAL 1461 100 286 100 1144 100

Notes to table Non-responses were included in the figures for the sample overall. The figures for primary and secondary
respondents were calculated from those who responded to the question only. Percentages do not all add up to 100 due to
rounding. Source: NFER survey of pupils, 2006

5.6  Analysis of pupil responses by school sector revealed that, as was the case with the
staff data, those from primary schools were more likely to respond positively about behaviour
around the school. As Table 5.3 illustrates, three-quarters (75 per cent) of the surveyed
primary pupils compared with nearer three-fifths (62 per cent) of their secondary peers
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registered that the majority of pupils (‘most’ or ‘all/almost all’) were generally well behaved
around the school.

What sort of positive behaviour is in evidence around the school?

5.7 In the school staff survey, headteachers and teachers were presented with a list of 9
different types of positive behaviour that staff might encounter in the course of their duties
around the school, and were asked to indicate on a 5-point scale how frequently, in the last
full teaching week, they had come across each behaviour type. Tables 5.4 to 5.5 relay the
responses of headteachers and teachers to this inquiry.

5.8  When examining Tables 5.4 and 5.5, it is immediately noticeable that headteachers
were consistently more positive than teachers in their assessment of the frequency with which
the positive pupil behaviours were evident over the last full teaching week. Thus, the
difference in perception depending on the ‘world view’ of the respondent type is once more
apparent.

5.9  For both the surveyed headteachers and teachers, ‘pupils greeting staff pleasantly’
was the most frequently cited positive behaviour around the school, with over four-fifths (84
per cent) of headteachers and two-thirds (66 per cent) of the teachers observing this several
times daily. Next most often encountered by both respondent types was ‘pupils actively
helping their peers’. There was some difference of opinion regarding the third most
frequently encountered behaviour: for teachers, it was ‘pupils taking turns’, whilst for
headteachers, it was ‘pupils queuing in an orderly manner’ (a behaviour observed far less
often by teachers).

5.10 Among the lesser observed behaviours were ‘pupils making positive use of school
facilities during breaks’ and ‘pupils respecting toilet / break / cloakroom areas’. However, of
all the positive behaviours studied, ‘pupils challenging others’ negative behaviour’ was by far
the least frequently occurring, with 15 per cent of headteachers and 28 per cent of teachers
stating that they had not encountered this behaviour at all in the last full teaching week.

5.11 Analysis by school sector revealed that primary school staff reported encountering the
positive behaviours around the school more frequently than their secondary counterparts. In
particular, ‘pupils taking turns’, ‘pupils using litter bins’ and ‘pupils actively helping their
peers’ emerged as much more common in primary schools. ‘Pupils making positive use of
school facilities during breaks’ was the only positive behaviour that, according to the staff’s
questionnaire responses, occurred more frequently at secondary than at primary level. This
may be attributable to the fact that a number of respondents, especially those from primary
schools, stated that pupils were not allowed to use facilities during break times.

5.12  Earlier chapters in this report have established correlations between the extent of
teachers’ confidence in responding to indiscipline and their perceptions of pupils’ behaviour.
For example, the more confident teachers felt, the more likely they were to observe
incidences of positive behaviour in the classroom (see Chapter Three). Such an association
was also apparent in terms of positive behaviour around the school. Again, the more
confidence that teachers felt they possessed with regard to dealing with indiscipline in their
classrooms, the more inclined they were to report experience of positive behaviours around
the school. This was true of all types of positive behaviour around the school included in the
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questionnaire, with the exception of ‘pupils making positive use of school facilities during
breaks’.

5.13 Likewise, an association was established between the levels of support teachers
identified as being available to them and perceptions of positive behaviour around the school.
Specifically, the more supported teachers felt, the more likely they were to report
encountering positive behaviour around the school. This was true of all types of positive
behaviour under consideration, and also corresponds with findings presented in Chapters
Three and Four whereby school support was linked with perceptions of positive classroom

behaviours®.

81t is important to note here that, as previous chapters have documented, the correlations that reveal associations
between teacher confidence and their perceptions of positive behaviour around the school, and associations
between school support for teachers and their perceptions of positive behaviour around the school, do not
establish the direction of causality.
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Summary

o The vast majority of the school staff surveyed indicated that ‘all/almost all’ or ‘most’
of the pupils they encountered around the school were generally well behaved.
Headteachers were the most positive followed by teachers and then support staff.
Pupils were most negative in their assessment of their peers’ behaviour around the
school. Thus, differences in perceptions of behaviour depending on the ‘world view’
of the respondent type were again apparent (though it was of note that the difference
in the opinions of the 3 groups of school staff regarding positive behaviour around
school was less pronounced than, say, it was in relation to positive behaviour in the
classroom).

o When headteachers and teachers were asked to rate the frequency with which they
had encountered a list of 9 positive behaviours around the school over the last full
teaching week, ‘pupils greeting staff pleasantly’ and ‘pupils actively helping their
peers’ were the most frequently cited. In contrast, ‘pupils challenging others’
negative behaviour’ emerged as the least observed behaviour.

. Headteachers were consistently more positive than teachers in their appraisals of the
frequency with which the 9 positive behaviours were evident around the school.
Primary school staff reported seeing the positive behaviours more often than their
secondary colleagues.

. The more confident teachers felt themselves to be with regard to responding to
indiscipline in their classrooms, the more likely they were to report observing positive
behaviours around the school. Similarly, the more supported teachers felt by their
schools, the more likely they were to register encountering positive behaviours around
the school.
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CHAPTER SIX NEGATIVE BEHAVIOUR AROUND THE SCHOOL
AND WITHIN THE LOCAL COMMUNITY

Introduction

6.1 Chapter Six considers the extent and type of negative pupil behaviour in evidence
around the school, as well as how typical that behaviour is, and examines the effect such
behaviour has on staff and pupils. It then focuses on the frequency and nature of complaints
received by headteachers from the general public, local community or the media, about the
conduct of their pupils outside the school premises. The chapter ends by considering
perceptions of the extent and nature of pupil violence in school and staff experiences of pupil
violence.

How badly behaved or difficult to deal with are pupils around school?
6.2  Headteachers and teachers in the survey schools were asked to identify on a 5-point
scale how many pupils they found badly behaved and/or difficult to deal with when moving

around the school. Table 6.1 presents their responses.

Table 6.1 The number of pupils considered by headteachers and teachers to be
generally badly behaved and/or difficult to deal with around school

Number of pupils generally Headteachers Teachers
badly behaved and/or difficult
to deal with around school

™) (%) ™) (%)
All/almost all 4 1 10 1
Most 5 1 32 3
Some 58 15 348 32
Few 229 60 560 52
None/almost none 80 21 112 10
No response 8 2 18 2
TOTAL 384 100 1080 100

Notes to table Percentages do not all add up to 100 due to rounding. Source: NFER survey of school staff, 2006

6.3 Table 6.1 shows that, as with behaviour in lessons, headteachers were generally more
positive than teachers about the behaviour of their pupils around school. More than four-
fifths (81 per cent) of headteachers surveyed reported that a ‘few’ or ‘none/almost none’ of
their pupils were badly behaved and/or difficult to deal with around school, compared with
just over three-fifths (62 per cent) of teachers. Teachers were more than twice as likely as
headteachers to report that ‘some’, or ‘most’, pupils were badly behaved around school.

6.4  Analysis by school sector, shown in Table 6.2 overleaf, revealed that negative
behaviour around school was identified as more of a problem in secondary schools than in
primary schools. This is perhaps not surprising given the different nature of secondary
schools, being larger with more movement around school between lessons, and pupils
allowed off site, for example, to visit local shops. Indeed, secondary staff in the focus groups
identified off-site locations at breaktimes and lunchtimes as particularly problematic in terms
of behaviour. In one focus group of secondary teachers, the problem of chip vans at
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lunchtimes, which caused problems between pupils from two neighbouring schools was
particularly highlighted. As with negative behaviour in the classroom, the tiny number of
headteachers (2 per cent) who reported that ‘all/almost all” pupils were badly behaved around
school, were primary headteachers. This may be due to the fact that primary schools are
usually smaller and headteachers often have more of a physical presence around school, for
example, in playgrounds, or again, may reflect the phenomenon of younger pupils in primary
schools exhibiting anti-social behaviour. There was little difference in the numbers of
primary and secondary teachers reporting that most, or all/almost all, their pupils were badly
behaved around school, although primary teachers were less likely to report that some or a
few pupils were badly behaved.

Table 6.2 The number of pupils considered by headteachers and teachers in both
primary and secondary schools to be generally badly behaved and/or difficult to deal
with around school

Number of pupils generally Headteachers Teachers
badly behaved and/or difficult
to deal with around school

Primary (%) Secondary (%) Primary (%) Secondary (%)
All/almost all 2 0 1 1
Most 1 2 2 4
Some 11 21 22 43
Few 54 70 58 48
None/almost none 32 7 17 4
TOTAL 100 100 100 100

Notes to table Percentages may not add up to 100 due to rounding. Source: NFER survey of school staff, 2006

What sort of negative behaviour is in evidence around the school?

6.5  Headteachers and teachers in the survey schools were presented with a list of 23
behaviours around school, once again largely based on the 18 used in the 2004 survey
conducted by Edinburgh University (Munn er al., 2004)". Headteachers were asked to
indicate on a 5-point scale how frequently, during the last teaching week, each behaviour had
either been referred on to them, or directly encountered by them. Teachers were asked to
indicate on the same 5-point scale how often they had encountered each behaviour around
school.

’ The five additional behaviours around school included in the current survey were: physical violence towards
other pupils (such as punching, kicking, use of a weapon); physical violence towards staff (such as punching,
kicking, use of a weapon); pupils deliberately excluding others; pupils withdrawing from interaction with their
peers; and pupils truanting.
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6.6  Table 6.3 shows that the types of behaviour around school encountered most
frequently by headteachers and teachers were: ‘running in the corridor’ (the most frequent
response); ‘unruliness while waiting” (for example, to enter classrooms); ‘persistently
infringing school rules’; ‘cheeky or impertinent remarks or responses’; ‘showing a lack of
concern for others’; ‘loitering in ‘prohibited’ areas’; ‘general pupil rowdiness or mucking
about’; and, to a lesser extent, ‘general verbal abuse towards other pupils’. Teachers were
more likely than headteachers to identify these behaviours as ones they encountered on a
daily basis, particularly unruliness while waiting, probably because it is unlikely that these
are behaviours that would be referred on to headteachers. More serious behaviour around
school such as racist or sexist abuse towards staff, or towards other pupils, and physical
aggression or violence towards staff was rare. Physical aggression and violence towards
other pupils was slightly more common, but not usually on a daily basis. Pupils in the focus
groups confirmed that more serious incidents, such as “fighting”, generally took place outside
the classroom.

6.7  Analysis by school sector revealed that incidents of negative behaviour around school
were reported more frequently (i.e. at least daily) in secondary schools. Again, this
difference may be attributed to the sheer number of pupils; the less supervised nature of
breaktimes and lunchtimes in secondary schools; as well as the increased opportunities for
negative behaviour provided by moving from lesson to lesson. Secondary school staff in the
focus groups particularly referred to corridors and stairs as locations for negative behaviour
outside the classroom. In addition, perhaps not surprisingly, particular behaviours such as
‘loitering in ‘prohibited’ areas’, ‘leaving school premises without permission’ and ‘pupils
truanting’ were reported much more frequently in the survey secondary schools. The ‘use of
mobile phones’ was again identified almost exclusively as a secondary school behaviour
around school.

6.8  As with negative behaviour in the classroom, the very few incidents of physical
aggression or violence towards staff that were reported around school occurred more
frequently in primary schools than in secondary. As Chapter Four noted, primary school staff
are reported to be coping with increasing numbers of very young children entering
mainstream school with quite serious difficulties, or a lack of social skills, which can
manifest themselves in negative, or inappropriate behaviour, such as aggression or violence
towards staff.

6.9  Analysis revealed an association between teachers’ confidence and perceptions of
negative behaviour around the school. The more confident teachers felt themselves to be in
responding to indiscipline in their classrooms, the less likely they were to report incidents of
negative behaviour around school. This was true of all types of negative behaviour around
the school included in the survey, with the exception of racism towards pupils or towards
staff. Again, this may have implications for CPD for those teachers who reported not feeling
confident in dealing with indiscipline.

6.10 At the same time, an association was also revealed between the level of support
teachers identified as being available to them and perceptions of negative behaviour around
the school: the more supported teachers felt, the less likely they were to report negative
behaviour around the school. This was true of all types of negative behaviour around school
included in the survey, except for racism towards pupils, or towards staff, sexism towards
staff and violence towards staff, again, the direction of causality was not clear.
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How typical is that negative behaviour?

6.11 Headteachers in the school staff survey were asked to state whether the pattern of
occurrences of different behaviours around school (i.e. the frequency) they had identified as
being referred on to them, or directly encountered by them, during the previous teaching
week was typical of the general experience around their school. Teachers were asked to say
whether the pattern (i.e. the frequency) of behaviours around school they had reported
experiencing during the previous teaching week was typical of the experience around their
particular school. If either group indicated these behaviours were not typical, they were then
asked to explain why not. Table 6.4 below presents the responses of headteachers and
teachers.

Table 6.4. Is the pattern/frequency of different around school behaviours identified
typical of the general experience around your school?

Is the pattern/frequency of different Overall Primary Secondary
around school behaviours identified
typical of the general experience
around your school

o) % ™) % o) %

Headteachers
Yes 331 86 182 88 149 95
No 33 9 25 12 8 5
No response 20 5
TOTAL 384 100 207 100 157 100
Teachers

Yes 1011 94 491 93 520 95
No 61 6 35 7 26 5
No response 8 1 / / / /
TOTAL 1080 100 526 100 546 100

Notes to table Non-responses were included in the figures for the sample overall. The figures for primary and secondary
respondents were calculated from those who responded to the question only. Percentages may not add up to 100 due to
rounding. Source: NFER survey of school staff, 2006

6.12 Table 6.4 shows that the majority of headteachers (86 per cent) and almost all
teachers (94 per cent) reported that the pattern of negative behaviour around the school they
had described was typical of their particular school. Analysis by school sector revealed that
the responses were very similar for primary and secondary teachers, while slightly more
secondary headteachers identified the pattern as typical than primary headteachers.

6.13  Of the small number of headteachers who reported that the pattern of negative
behaviour around the school was not typical, slightly more were primary headteachers, while
there was very little difference between the primary and secondary teachers indicating this.

6.14  For the primary headteachers who identified the pattern of negative behaviour around
school that they had described as not typical, the overwhelming reason provided for this was
that it was affected by individual pupils, or small numbers of pupils, persistently presenting
negative behaviour. For secondary headteachers describing the pattern of occurrences of
behaviour around the school as not typical, this was mainly because of their limited view.
Generally secondary headteachers may not have as great a physical presence around school at
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breaktimes and lunchtimes, when the majority of negative behaviour around school was
reported to take place. Here again, this may be an issue to be explored in schools further.

6.15 Primary teachers who indicated that the pattern of behaviour around the school they
had described was not typical were most likely to respond that the majority of their pupils
were well behaved around school, but that there were individual pupils, or small groups of
pupils, who persistently presented negative behaviour. The most common response for
secondary teachers identifying the pattern of behaviour around school as not typical was their
limited view. This may be because secondary teachers do not spend as much time around
school (i.e. at breaktimes as lunchtimes) as their primary colleagues. The other reason
provided by secondary teachers was individual pupils, or small groups of pupils, persistently
presenting negative behaviour around school.

6.16 Once again, it is worth bearing in mind, as Chapter Four noted, when proffering
reasons for non-typicality, headteachers and teachers tended to relate these to their experience
generally rather than to their experience around school the previous week.

What impact does poor behaviour around the school have on staff and pupils?
6.17 Teachers were asked to report, on a 5-point scale, how difficult they had found it to
deal with the types of negative behaviours around school that they had identified

encountering during the previous teaching week. Table 6.5 sets out their responses.

Table 6.5 How difficult teachers find it to deal with the negative behaviour they report
around school

How difficult teachers found it to Overall Primary Secondary
deal with the negative behaviours
reported around school
() % (W) % (\) %
Extremely difficult 1 47 4 13 3 34 6
2 128 12 40 8 88 16
3 262 24 97 19 165 30
4 311 29 149 29 162 30
Not difficultatall 5 320 30 221 43 99 18
No response 12 1 / / / /
TOTAL 1080 100 520 100 548 100

Notes to table Non-responses were included in the figures for the sample overall. The figures for primary and secondary
respondents were calculated from those who responded to the question only. Percentages may not add up to 100 due to
rounding. Source: NFER survey of school staff, 2006

6.18 The above table shows that almost three-fifths (59 per cent) of the teachers in the
school survey did not find the negative behaviour around school that they had reported
particularly difficult to deal with. However, this was much more the case for primary
teachers, nearly three-quarters (72 per cent) of whom indicated this, than it was for secondary
teachers, less than half (48 per cent) of whom indicated that this was the case. Secondary
teachers were more likely than their primary colleagues to identify some degree of difficulty
in dealing with negative behaviour around the school (e.g. one in five compared with one in
ten).
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6.19 Headteachers in the school survey were invited to identify up to 3 negative behaviours
around school, in the list of 23 they had been presented with, which had had the greatest
negative impact on staff duties around the school during the previous teaching week.
Teachers were asked to identify up to 3 negative behaviours around school that had had the
greatest negative impact on their duties around school during the previous teaching week.
Table 6.6 presents the highest ranking negative behaviours around school (as identified by
one in 10 or more headteachers and teachers).

6.20 Table 6.6 shows that the negative behaviours around school identified by
headteachers and teachers to have had the greatest impact on staff duties around school were
very similar. Two extra behaviours, ‘deliberately excluding others’ and ‘physical violence
towards other pupils’, emerged for headteachers as having the greatest impact. For
headteachers, ‘general pupil rowdiness or mucking about’ was the negative behaviour around
school that had the greatest impact, whilst for teachers it was ‘unruliness while waiting’,.
‘General verbal abuse’, ‘cheeky or impertinent remarks or responses’, ‘physical aggression
towards other pupils’ and ‘loitering in prohibited areas’ were reported by headteachers as
having a greater negative impact on staff duties around school than by teachers. ‘Showing a
lack of concern for others’, ‘persistently infringing school rules’ and ‘running in the corridor’
were identified by teachers as having a greater negative impact on staff duties around school
than by headteachers.
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Table 6.6 Negative behaviours around school reported by headteachers and teachers to
have had the greatest negative impact on staff duties around the school (from 23
possible choices)

Negative behaviours around school Overall Primary Secondary
reported by headteachers and teachers to
have had the greatest negative impact on
staff duties

() % N) % (\)) %

Headteachers
General pupil rowdiness/mucking about 131 34 56 15 75 20
General verbal abuse towards other pupils 119 31 74 19 45 12
Cheeky or impertinent remarks or responses 118 31 54 14 64 17
Persistently infringing school rules 95 25 40 10 55 14
Showing lack of concern for others 90 23 50 13 40 10
Physical aggression towards other pupils 89 23 70 18 19 5
Unruliness while waiting 73 19 42 11 31 8
Loitering in prohibited areas 55 14 15 4 40 10
Running in corridor 50 13 34 9 16 4
Pupils deliberately excluding others 42 11 36 9 6 2
Physical violence towards other pupils 41 11 32 8 9 2
Teachers

Unruliness while waiting (e.g. to enter class) 401 37 212 20 189 18
General pupil rowdiness/mucking about 382 35 145 13 237 22
Showing lack of concern for others 357 33 134 12 163 15
Cheeky or impertinent remarks or responses 328 30 124 11 204 19
Persistently infringing school rules 317 29 116 11 201 19
Running in the corridor 249 23 150 14 99 9
General verbal abuse towards other pupils 220 20 115 11 105 10
Physical aggression towards other pupils 140 13 110 10 30 3
Loitering in prohibited areas 133 12 35 3 98 9

Notes to table Multiple response question: school staff could select more than one option, therefore percentages do not add
up to 100. Source: NFER survey of school staff, 2006

6.21 Analysis by school sector revealed that ‘physical aggression towards other pupils’
and, to a lesser extent, ‘general verbal abuse towards other pupils’ and ‘running in the
corridor’ were identified as having a greater negative impact on staff duties around school by
primary headteachers than by secondary headteachers. ‘Unruliness while waiting’, ‘running
in the corridor’, ‘general verbal abuse towards other pupils’ and ‘physical aggression towards
other pupils’ were identified as having a greater negative impact on staff duties around school
by primary teachers than by secondary teachers.

Complaints about pupil behaviour from the general public, local community or the
media.

6.22 Headteachers were asked to report how frequently, if at all, they received complaints

from the general public, local community, or the media about the conduct of their pupils
outside the school premises. Their responses are presented in Table 6.7 below.
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Table 6.7 Frequency of complaints received from the general public, local community
or the media, as a result of negative behaviour shown by pupils outside the school
premises

Frequency of complaints received by Overall Primary Secondary
headteachers about negative pupil
behaviour outside the school

o) % o) % o) %
Frequently 1 12 3 0 0 12 7
Sometimes 2 100 26 18 9 82 49
Rarely 3 135 35 74 35 61 37
Never/almost never 4 133 35 121 57 12 7
No response 4 1 / / / /
TOTAL 384 100 213 100 167 100

Notes to table Non-responses were included in the figures for the sample overall. The figures for primary and secondary
respondents were calculated from those who responded to the question only. Percentages may not add up to 100 due to
rounding. Source: NFER survey of school staff, 2006

6.23 As Table 6.7 shows, complaints from the general public, local community or the
media were not frequently received. Nearly three-quarters (70 per cent) of headteachers
reported that they ‘rarely’ or ‘never/almost never’ received complaints about the conduct of
their pupils outside the school premises, while just over a quarter (26 per cent) reported
‘sometimes’ receiving complaints.

6.24  Not surprisingly, analysis by school sector revealed that secondary headteachers were
more likely than their primary colleagues to report receiving complaints about the conduct of
their pupils outside school. Over half (56 per cent) of secondary headteachers reported
‘frequently’ or ‘sometimes’ receiving complaints, compared with less than one in 10 (9 per
cent) of primary headteachers. Just over two-fifths (44 per cent) of secondary headteachers
reported ‘rarely’ or ‘never/almost never’ receiving complaints, compared with the vast
majority (92 per cent) of primary headteachers. Again, this difference is most likely to be
attributable to the fact that secondary pupils have increased opportunity to go off site during
the school day (for example, to visit local shops), as well as the increased movement of
secondary pupils around the school between lessons, which can facilitate truancy. In
addition, secondary pupils are more likely to travel to and from school by themselves, thus
allowing greater opportunity for negative behaviour in the local community before and after
school, whereas the majority of primary pupils will be brought to school by parents/carers.

6.25 Headteachers who reported ‘frequently’ or ‘sometimes’ receiving complaints from the
general public, local community or the media about the conduct of their pupils outside the
school premises were asked to indicate (from a choice of 6 possibilities) the basis for these
complaints. They were also invited to suggest any other behaviours outside the school
premises about which they had received complaints. Table 6.8 presents their responses.
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Table 6.8 Basis of complaints to headteachers regarding negative pupil behaviour
outside the school premises

Basis of complaints regarding Overall Primary Secondary
negative behaviour

(\)) % () % (\) %
Cheeky or impertinent remarks to 58 52 11 61 47 50
members of the public
Verbal abuse towards any individual 41 37 12 67 29 31
(pupils/teachers/the public)
Physical aggression towards any 21 19 7 39 14 15
individual (pupils/teachers/public)
Physical destructiveness 49 44 9 50 40 43
General rowdiness/horseplay 75 67 9 50 66 70
Anti-social behaviour 66 59 6 33 60 64
Other 35 32 1 6 34 36
No response 2 2 / / / /
TOTAL 345 100 55 100 292 100

Notes to table Non-responses were included in the figures for the sample overall. The figures for primary and secondary
respondents were calculated from those who responded to the question only. Multiple response question: headteachers could
select more than one option, therefore percentages do not add up to 100. Source: NFER survey of school staff, 2006

6.26 Table 6.8 shows that the most common basis for a complaint about negative pupil
behaviour outside school to be made to the headteacher was ‘general rowdiness/horseplay’,
closely followed by ‘anti-social behaviour’ and then ‘cheeky or impertinent remarks to
members of the public’. Primary headteachers were more likely to report ‘verbal abuse’ and
‘cheeky or impertinent remarks’ as the basis for complaints about negative pupil behaviour
outside school, while secondary headteachers were more likely to report ‘general
rowdiness/horseplay’ and ‘anti-social behaviour’. Interestingly, primary headteachers were
more likely than their secondary counterparts to report ‘physical aggression towards any
individual (other pupils, teachers or members of the public)’ and, to a lesser extent, ‘physical
destructiveness’. However, it should be noted that less than one in 10 primary headteachers
(9 per cent) had indicated frequently or sometimes receiving complaints and thus, it is this
tiny minority that were responding to the question about the nature of complaints.

6.27 When asked to indicate any other negative behaviours outside the school premises
that had culminated in complaints being made, responses focused overwhelmingly on litter.
This was the only behaviour identified by primary headteachers who responded and was
identified by four-fifths (82 per cent) of the secondary headteachers responding. Other
behaviours identified by secondary headteachers, but to a far lesser degree, included: road
safety (12 per cent); school transport (6 per cent); gangs (6 per cent); behaviour in shops (6
per cent); and snowballing (3 per cent).

Violence in school

6.28  As the Introduction to this report noted, teachers in the 2004 Edinburgh University
survey expressed concerns about the level of pupil-on-pupil aggression (Munn et al., 2004).
The Policy Update on Behaviour in Scottish Schools identified a need to consider “the
minority of more serious indiscipline” (Scottish Executive, 2004) and recommended the
development of further approaches to prevent, and respond to, pupil-on-pupil violence or
aggression. The current survey sought to explore this issue further by focusing on
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perceptions of the extent and nature of pupil violence towards other pupils and towards
school staff.

6.29  As a result, school staff in the current survey were asked to report whether they felt
that pupil violence was a problem in their school. Table 6.9 below presents the response of
headteacher, teachers and additional support staff.

Table 6.9 Headteacher, teacher and additional support staff (overall, primary and
secondary) responses to ‘do you feel that pupil violence is a problem in your school?’

Is pupil violence a problem in school Overall Primary Secondary
() % ) % (\)) %
Headteachers
Yes 103 27 40 19 63 38
No 275 72 171 81 104 62
No Response 6 2 / / / /
TOTAL 384 100 211 100 167 100
Teachers
Yes 364 34 110 21 254 47
No 705 65 416 79 289 53
No Response 11 1 / / / /
TOTAL 1080 100 526 100 543 100
Additional support staff
Yes 162 32 33 18 129 42
No 334 67 153 82 181 58
No Response 5 1 / / / /
TOTAL 501 100 186 100 310 100

Notes to table Non-responses were included in the figures for the sample overall. The figures for primary and secondary
respondents were calculated from those who responded to the question only. Percentages may not add up to 100 due to
rounding. Source: NFER survey of school staff, 2006

6.30 As Table 6.9 shows, headteachers, teachers and additional support staff did not
perceive pupil violence to be a particular problem in their school. This was the response of
almost three-quarters (72 per cent) of the headteachers in the sample, almost two-thirds (65
per cent) of teachers and just over two-thirds (67 per cent) of additional support staff.
Teachers were thus the least positive of the 3 groups with just over a third reporting pupil
violence was a problem.

6.31 Analysis by school sector revealed that the problem of pupil violence was considered
to be more serious by secondary school staff, particularly secondary teachers. For example,
almost two-fifths (38 per cent) of secondary headteachers, nearly half (47 per cent) of
secondary teachers and two-fifths of secondary additional support staff (42 per cent) reported
that pupil violence was a problem in their school, compared with around a fifth of primary
headteachers, teachers and additional support staff (19, 21 and 18 per cent respectively).

6.32 Comparing the figures in Table 6.9 above with those from the Edinburgh University
survey in 2004 (Munn ef al., 2004), it can be seen that, although the percentage of secondary
headteachers stating that violence was a problem in 2004 has remained pretty much the same
in 2006 (only reducing from 40 per cent in 2004 to 38 per cent in 2006), the percentage of
primary headteachers stating it was a problem in 2004 has fallen considerably by 2006 (36
per cent in 2004, 19 per cent in 2006). The percentage of primary teachers in 2004 reporting
that pupil violence was a problem has remained similar in 2006 (though rising slightly from
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20 per cent in 2004 to 21 per cent in 2006), but the percentage of secondary teachers
reporting that it was a problem has risen from 43 per cent in 2004 to 47 per cent in 2006.
Thus, primary headteachers surveyed in 2006 perceived pupil violence to be less of a
problem than those primary headteachers surveyed in 2004, while secondary teachers
surveyed in 2006 perceived it to be slightly more of a problem than those secondary teachers
surveyed in 2004. There are no data on additional support staff from the 2004 survey with
which to compare the responses of additional support staff in the current survey.

6.33  In the current survey, those staff who responded that pupil violence was a problem in
their school (27 per cent of headteachers, 34 per cent of teachers and 32 per cent of additional
support staff) were asked to elaborate on this by specifying which types of violence, from a
choice of 4 (for headteachers and teachers) and 6 (for additional support staff), were a
problem. Table 6.10 overleaf sets out their responses, calculated as a percentage of the total
sample.

6.34  Staff who reported that pupil violence was a problem in their school were most likely
to cite pupil-to-pupil verbal abuse/aggression. The percentage of reports of physical violence
towards other pupils were similar for the 3 groups of staff — although slightly lower for
headteachers. At the same time, a higher percentage of teachers and additional support staff
identified ‘verbal abuse/aggression towards teachers’ than did headteachers. Of the sample
overall, a fifth of additional support staff identified ‘verbal abuse/aggression towards support
assistants’ as an issue. Physical violence towards teachers was reported to be rare, with 2 per
cent of all headteachers, 4 per cent of teachers and 4 per cent of additional support staff
identifying it. In addition, 4 per cent of additional support staff cited physical violence
towards support staff.

6.35 Examining the data by school sector revealed that for those staff (27 per cent of
headteachers, 34 per cent of teachers and 32 per cent of additional support staff) who
indicated that pupil violence was a problem in their school:

e ‘Verbal abuse/aggression pupil-to-pupil’ and ‘physical violence pupil-to-pupil’
were cited more by all 3 staff groups (headteachers, teachers and additional
support staff) in secondary schools than in primary schools.

e  “Verbal abuse/aggression towards teachers’ was noted more by all 3 staff groups
(headteachers, teachers and additional support staff) in secondary schools than in
primary schools, particularly by the latter group.

e “Verbal abuse/aggression’ and ‘physical violence towards support staff’ were
cited by more additional support staff in secondary schools than in primary
schools.

e The numbers citing ‘physical violence towards teachers’ were very similar,
although this was the case for very slightly more primary headteachers and
secondary support staff.
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Table 6.10 Types of pupil violence problematic for headteachers, teachers and
additional support staff (overall, primary and secondary)

Types of pupil violence Overall Primary Secondary

o) % o) % ) %
Headteachers

Verbal abuse/aggression pupil to pupil 97 25 39 18 58 34

Physical violence pupil to pupil 80 21 35 16 45 27

Verbal  abuse/aggression  towards 54 14 16 7 38 2

teachers

Physical violence towards teachers 8 2 6 3 2 1

No response 0 0 / / / /

TOTAL RESPONSES 239 96 143

Teachers

Verbal abuse/aggression pupil to pupil 340 31 104 20 236 43

Physical violence pupil to pupil 262 24 94 18 168 31

Verbal  abuse/aggression  towards 274 25 64 12 1210 38

teachers

Physical violence towards teachers 38 4 19 4 19

No response 2 <1 / / / /

TOTAL RESPONSES 916 282 634

Additional support staff

Verbal abuse/aggression pupil to pupil 155 31 32 17 123 39

Physical violence pupil to pupil 118 24 27 14 91 29

Verbal  abuse/aggression  towards 133 27 13 10 115 37

teachers

Physical violence towards teachers 20 4 6 3 14 4

Verbal  abuse/aggression  towards 98 20 20 11 73 25

support staff

Physical violence towards support staff 21 4 7 4 14 4

No response 0 0 / / / /

TOTAL RESPONSES 545 110 435

Notes to table This was a filter question. The numbers are based on those who answered the question ‘Do you feel pupil
violence is a problem in your school’ with ‘yes’ (103 headteachers; 364 teachers and 162 additional support staff). The
percentages are based on all respondents. Multiple response question: school staff could select more than one option,
therefore percentages do not add up to 100. Source: NFER survey of school staff, 2006

6.36 However, it is important to note here that what constitutes a violent incident for one
member of staff may be perceived differently by another. Equally, perceptions of violence
can be affected by the context of the school and local area, as shown in the following quote
from a local authority interviewee:

“There was a long debate about what constitutes anti-social behaviour. So, if a pupil
swears at a teacher do you fill a form in every time that happens? If that happened in
one of our more difficult areas staff would be sitting all day filling forms in”.

6.37 Headteachers, teachers and additional support staff in the school survey were asked
whether they had personally experienced violence against them in the course of their duties in
school. It should be noted that, when answering this question, 5 headteachers and 12 teachers
specifically noted that they were referring to verbal violence. It is not known how many
others may have been referring to this form of violence but did not specify that this was the
case.
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6.38 Responses to this question were cross-tabulated by the length of time staff had been in
their current role. There were 3 bands of service length for headteachers (3 years or less,
between 4 and 10 years, and more than 10 years); 4 bands of service length for teachers (3
years or less, between 4 and 7 years, between 8 and 20 years and more than 20 years); and 3
bands of service length for additional support staff (2 years or less; between 3 and 5 years,
and more than 5 years). The results are shown in the following bullet points.

Headteachers:

e 18 per cent of headteachers who had been in role for 3 years or less had
experienced violence against them in the course of their duties

e 38 per cent of headteachers who had been in role for between 4 and 10 years had
experienced violence against them in the course of their duties

e 47 per cent of headteachers who had been in role for more than 10 years had
experienced violence against them in the course of their duties.

Teachers:

e 19 per cent of teachers who had been in role for 3 years or less had experienced
violence against them in the course of their duties

e 31 per cent of teachers who had been in role for between 4 and 7 years had
experienced violence against them in the course of their duties

e 33 per cent of teachers who had been in role for between 8 and 20 years had
experienced violence against them in the course of their duties

e 33 per cent of teachers who had been in role for more than 20 years had
experienced violence against them in the course of their duties.

Additional support staff:

e 21 per cent of additional support staff who had been in role for 2 years or less had
experienced violence against them in the course of their duties

e 18 per cent of additional support staff who had been in role for between 3 and 5
years had experienced violence against them in the course of their duties

e 24 per cent of additional support staff who had been in role for more than 5 years
had experienced violence against them in the course of their duties.

6.39 The analysis revealed a significant relationship between experience of violence and
the length of time headteachers had been in that role, but not for either of the other two staff
groups (teachers and additional support staff). That said, however, far fewer teachers who
had been in role for 3 years or less had experienced a violent incident against them compared
with the proportion who had been teaching for 4 years or more.

6.40 School staff in the survey who reported experiencing violence towards them were
then asked to indicate how many times this had happened. Responses from primary
headteachers indicated a mean of 3 and those of secondary headteachers a mean of 2. For
both primary and secondary teachers, responses indicated a mean of 3. Responses from
primary additional support staff indicated a mean of 4, and responses from secondary
additional support staff a mean of 2.
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6.41 It is important to note here that analysis showed that the number of times headteachers
and additional support staff had experienced a violent incident related to the number of years
they had been working in that particular role. For example, of headteachers who reported
having experienced a violent incident 3 times, 6 per cent had been in that role for 3 years or
less, over a third (39 per cent) for between 4 and 10 years, and over half (56 per cent) for
more than 10 years. Of additional support staff who reported having experienced a violent
incident 3 times, 7 per cent had been in that role for 2 years or less, over a third (36 per cent)
for between 3 and 5 years, and more than half (57 per cent) for more than 5 years.

6.42 For teachers, the relationship between the number of times they had experienced a
violent incident against them and the length of time they had been in that role was also
evident, but to a slightly lesser extent. For example, of those who reported experiencing a
violent incident 3 times, 2 per cent had been in that role for 3 years or less, almost a quarter
(24 per cent) for between 4 and 7 years, more than a third (36 per cent) for between 8 and 20
years, and almost two-fifths (38 per cent) for more than 20 years.

6.43  Thus, additional support staff in primary schools who reported experiencing violence
towards them also experienced it more often than either headteachers or teachers. This was
borne out in the focus group discussions with additional support staff who, although stating
that incidences were rare, were more likely than any of the other staff groups to report
experiencing violence. One primary support assistant described a personal attack on them as
“scary” and something s/he would prefer to forget. When focus group participants were
asked at what point staff no longer felt able to cope with negative behaviour, the most
common response was physical violence.

6.44 There was also a strong perception amongst additional support staff in the focus
groups of a blame culture, with pupils (and their parents) increasingly aware of their rights.
Participants spoke of the wisdom of always having a witness if they needed to physically
intervene between pupils, something they might do instinctively even though advised not to.
A primary teacher in one focus group reported being accused of slapping a pupil when they
had merely touched the child’s shoulder, while another identified an incident where a
classroom assistant had been “hit and kicked”, but had not reported the incident for two
weeks because they were frightened of the consequences. Staff in the focus groups voiced
the need for more training for additional support staff in managing behaviour, particularly a
national system of training, rather than always being expected to attend courses in their own
time.

6.45 School staff who had indicated that they had experienced violence against them were
then asked to indicate whether or not they had reported the incident and, if they had, to whom
they had reported it. Table 6.11 presents their responses to the first part of this question —
whether or not they had reported the incident.
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Table 6.11 Proportion of headteachers, teachers and additional support staff (overall,
primary and secondary) who did, and did not, report the violent incident

Proportion reporting violent Overall Primary Secondary
incident

™) (%) ™) (%) @™ (%)

Headteachers
Yes 92 71 53 65 39 81
No 30 23 25 31 5 10
No Response 7 5 3 4 4 8
TOTAL 129 100 81 100 48 100
Teachers
Yes 294 88 134 82 160 94
No 23 7 20 12 3 2
No Response 17 5 10 6 7 4
TOTAL 334 100 164 100 170 100
Additional support staff

Yes 96 94 37 97 59 98
No 2 2 1 3 1 2
No Response 4 4 0 0 0 0
TOTAL 102 100 38 100 60 100

Notes to table Percentages may not add up to 100 due to rounding. Source: NFER survey of school staff, 2006

6.46 Table 6.11 shows that the majority of school staff who indicated that they had
experienced violence against them had reported it. This was true for almost three-quarters
(71 per cent) of headteachers, over three-quarters (88 per cent) of teachers and almost all (94
per cent) additional support staff.

6.47 Analysis by school sector revealed that headteachers and teachers in secondary
schools were more likely than their primary colleagues to report the incident. Over three-
quarters (81 per cent) of secondary headteachers had reported an incident against them
compared with just under two-thirds (65 per cent) of primary headteachers, while almost all
(94 per cent) of secondary teachers had reported an incident compared with over three-
quarters (82 per cent) of primary teachers. There was very little difference between the
responses of primary and secondary additional support staff (97 and 98 per cent respectively).

6.48 Figure 6.1 below illustrates the person and/or organisation to whom/which staff in the

survey had reported the violent incidents they had experienced. It presents the responses
overall from headteachers, teachers and additional support staff, as well as by school sector.
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Figure 6.1 Type of person/organisation to whom/which headteachers, teachers and
additional support staff (overall, primary and secondary) reported a violent incident

Headteachers Teachers Additional support staff
Overall Overall Overall
Local authority (88%) Headteacher (51%) Headteacher (44%)
Police (22%) Local authority (20%) School line manager (18%)
Health & safety department (5%) School SMT (19%) School SMT (16%)
Deputy headteacher (10%) Local authority (7%)
Primary Primary Primary
Local authority (91%) Headteacher (76%) Headteacher (92%)
Health & safety department (8%) Local authority (12%) Class teacher (8%)
Parent perpetrator (8%) School SMT (8%) Local authority (5%)
Secondary Secondary Secondary
Local authority (85%) Headteacher (31%) School line manager (29%)
Police (44%) School SMT (28%) School SMT (24%)
Local authority (26%) Headteacher (14%)
Deputy headteacher (15%) Deputy headteacher (10%)
Principal teacher (10%) Local authority (9%)
Principal teacher (7%)

Source: NFER survey of school staff, 2006

6.49 Figure 6.1 shows that headteachers were most likely to report violent incidents to the
local authority (88 per cent). Teachers and additional support staff were most likely to report
a violent incident to the headteacher of the school (51 and 44 per cent respectively). Looking
at the above figure according to school sector, the picture remains much the same. However,
just over two-fifths (44 per cent) of secondary headteachers also reported referring violent
incidents to the police when appropriate, whereas this was not referenced at all by primary
headteachers. An interesting difference emerges for additional support staff. Whereas almost
all primary support staff (92 per cent) reported referring violent incidents to the headteacher,
secondary support staff were more likely to refer incidents to their line manager in school (29
per cent) and SMT (24 per cent) before the headteacher (14 per cent).

6.50 It was apparent from the telephone interviews with local authority representatives that
most authorities operated a centralised system for schools to report incidents of violence by
pupils to them. Incidents were typically recorded on a form within the school and logged
onto a database by the local authority for termly or annual review. Although a number of
local authority interviewees referred to an upward trend in violent incidents towards staff,
possible reasons given for this (as already identified in Chapter Four) included the rise in
“unsocialised” behaviour amongst very young children who can be quite aggressive and of
“syndrome-related” behaviours, coupled with the fact that recording systems have become
more robust.

“Teachers are invited, encouraged and advised to submit a [violent incident
recording] form if they have been a victim of a violent assault that is either verbal or

physical in their schools” (local authority representative).

“[ think violence towards teachers is being reported more than it would have been in
the past. 1 think it gives the outward appearance of having risen, but it probably
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hasn’t, and it is that it has been reported more now than it would have been in the
past” (local authority representative).

6.51 However, this is not to deny the very profound effect violence towards a member of
staff can have on that staff member, as borne out in the comments from support staff in the
focus groups (see paragraph 6.43). A number of local authority interviewees discussed
possible forms that follow-up might take where serious or violent incidents had been
recorded by the authority. These included:

e identifying schools with recurring problems for additional support and
professional development

e offering support and counselling to affected staff

e in the case of very serious incidents, authorities might instigate risk assessments,
with the school looking at the behaviour, how it manifests itself and what can be
put in place to minimise the risks to staff and other pupils (e.g. de-
escalation/physical intervention training).

Summary

. As with behaviour in lessons, headteachers were generally more positive than teachers
about the behaviour of their pupils around school. Teachers were more than twice as
likely as headteachers to report that ‘some’, or ‘most’, pupils were badly behaved
around school.

. Negative behaviour around school was identified as more of a problem in secondary
schools than in primary schools. Secondary schools are often larger with more
movement around school between lessons, and pupils allowed off site, for example, to
visit local shops. Secondary staff in the focus groups identified off-site locations at
breaktimes and lunchtimes as particularly problematic in terms of behaviour.

. As with negative behaviour in the classroom, the tiny number of headteachers who
reported that ‘all/almost all’ pupils were badly behaved around school, were primary
headteachers.

o They types of behaviour around the school encountered most frequently by

headteachers and teachers were: ‘running in the corridor’ (the most frequent
response); ‘unruliness while waiting’; ‘persistently infringing school rules’; ‘cheeky
or impertinent remarks or responses’; ‘showing a lack of concern for others’;
‘loitering in ‘prohibited’ areas’; ‘general pupil rowdiness or mucking about’; and, to a
lesser extent, ‘general verbal abuse towards other pupils’. Teachers were more likely
than headteachers to identify these behaviours as ones they encountered on a daily
basis. More serious incidents such as physical aggression or violence towards staff
were rare.

. Incidents of negative behaviour around school were reported more frequently (i.e. at

least daily) in secondary schools, which is perhaps not surprising given the greater
opportunities for such behaviour afforded by moving from lesson to Ilesson.
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Secondary school staff in the focus groups particularly referred to corridors and stairs
as locations for negative behaviour outside the classroom. .

As with negative behaviour in the classroom, the very few incidents of physical
aggression or violence towards staff that were reported around school occurred more
frequently in primary schools than in secondary.

The more confident staff felt in responding to indiscipline in their classrooms, the less
likely they were to report incidents of negative behaviour around school. This may
have implications for CPD for those teachers who reported not feeling confident in
dealing with indiscipline. At the same time, those teachers who identified a greater
level of support available to them in school were less likely to report incidents of
negative behaviour around school. This may be important in relation to whole-school
approaches to behaviour, if some teachers do not feel supported in responding to
behaviour around the school.

The majority of headteachers and teachers surveyed reported that the pattern of
negative behaviour around school they had described was typical of their school.

For primary headteachers who identified the pattern of behaviour around school they
had described was not typical, the overwhelming reason was individual pupils, or
small groups of pupils, persistently presenting negative behaviour. For secondary
headteachers and teachers stating the pattern was not typical, this was mainly because
of their limited view of behaviour around school. Primary teachers indicating the
pattern was not typical tended to refer to certain pupils presenting persistent negative
behaviour. It should be noted though, that headteachers and teachers were asked to
relate their answers to their experience during the previous week, but the majority
tended to relate them to their experience generally.

Most teachers, particularly in primary schools, did not find the negative behaviour
around school they had reported particularly difficult to deal with. Secondary
teachers were more likely than their primary counterparts to identify some degree of
difficulty in dealing with negative behaviour around school.

For headteachers, ‘general pupil rowdiness or mucking about’ was the negative
behaviour around school that had the greatest impact on staff duties, whilst for
teachers it was ‘unruliness while waiting’. ‘General verbal abuse’, ‘cheeky or
impertinent remarks or responses’, ‘physical aggression towards pupils’ and ‘loitering
in prohibited areas’were reported by headteachers as having a greater negative impact
on staff duties around school than by teachers. ‘Showing a lack of concern for
others’, ‘persistently infringing school rules’ and ‘running in the corridor’ were
identified by teachers as having a greater negative impact on staff duties around
school than by headteachers.

Complaints were not frequently received by headteachers from the general public,
local community or the media about the conduct of their pupils outside the school
premises. Secondary headteachers were more likely than primary headteachers to
report receiving complaints. The most common basis for a complaint was, for
primary headteachers, ‘verbal abuse’ and ‘cheeky or impertinent remarks to members
of the public’, while for secondary headteachers, it was’ general rowdiness/horseplay’
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and ‘anti-social behaviour’. Another behaviour, reported by both primary and
secondary headteachers, to result in complaints to headteachers (not on the list offered
to them) was litter.

Headteachers, teachers and additional support staff did not perceive pupil violence to
be a particular problem in their school. Teachers were the least positive of the 3
groups, with just over a third reporting that they thought it was a problem. Pupil
violence was considered to be more serious by secondary school staff, particularly
secondary teachers.

Primary headteachers surveyed in the current study in 2006 perceived pupil violence
to be less of a problem than those primary headteachers surveyed in the Edinburgh
University study in 2004, while secondary teachers surveyed in 2006 perceived it to
be more of a problem than those secondary teachers surveyed in 2004. There are no
data on additional support staff from the 2004 survey with which to compare the
responses of additional support staff in the current survey.

Staff reporting pupil violence as a problem in their school were most likely to cite
‘pupil-to-pupil verbal abuse/aggression’. A higher percentage of teachers and
additional support staff identified verbal abuse/aggression towards teachers than did
headteachers. Physical violence towards teachers was reported to be rare.

Analysis showed a significant relationship between experience of violence and the
length of time headteachers had been in that role, but not for either of the other two
staff groups (teachers and additional support staff). That said, however, far fewer
teachers who had been in role for 3 years or less had experienced a violent incident
compared with the proportion who had been teaching for 4 years or more.

The majority of school staff who had experienced violence against them had reported
it. Headteachers were most likely to report violent incidents to the local authority,
and teachers and primary additional support staff to the headteacher. Secondary
support staff were more likely to refer incidents to their line manager in school and
SMT before the headteacher. Secondary headteachers also reported referring
incidents to the police when appropriate.

Local authority interviewees confirmed that most authorities operated a centralised
system for schools to report incidents of violence by pupils to them. Incidents were
typically recorded on a form within the school and logged onto a database by the local
authority for termly or annual review. Follow-up after a serious or violent incident
had been recorded included: identifying schools in need of additional support;
offering direct support and counselling to staff;, and (for very serious incidents)
instigating risk assessments to look at what can be put in place to minimise the risks
to staff and other pupils (e.g. de-escalation/physical intervention training).
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PART THREE:
EFFECTIVE PRACTICE IN MANAGING BEHAVIOUR
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CHAPTER SEVEN APPROACHES TO MANAGING BEHAVIOUR

Introduction

7.1 This chapter focuses on approaches to managing behaviour, with specific attention
being paid to the following: the use of approaches to encourage positive behaviour and
overcome negative behaviour (at a local authority, school and classroom level); the
involvement of the school community in developing strategies; the perceived effectiveness of
approaches; and the general supportiveness of parents. The results from the school staff
survey constitute the main body of the chapter, however, additional findings from the pupil
survey, local authority interviews, staff and pupil focus groups as well as the contextual staff
interviews are used to support and contrast key findings.

Approaches to encourage positive behaviour and overcome negative behaviour
Approaches currently used at a local authority level

7.2 Through discussions with all 32 local authority personnel, it appeared that a number
of local authorities were adopting specific strategies/initiatives in relation to the ways in
which schools in the authority respond to indiscipline and promote positive behaviour.
Specifically, 12 interviewees stated that they were in the process of rolling out Staged
Intervention/ Framework for Intervention (FFI) across the authority. Restorative Practices
was mentioned by 4 local authority personnel, with an additional 6 stating that they were
currently piloting this approach. Finally, the Solution-Oriented school was highlighted by 4
interviewees, with a further 2 individuals stating that it was currently being piloted within
their authority.

Approaches currently used at a school and classroom level, as identified by headteachers
and teachers

7.3 In the questionnaires sent to headteachers and teachers, a list of 24 specific
approaches, that some classroom teachers use to encourage positive behaviour and overcome
negative behaviour, was presented. Respondents were asked to consider each approach and
indicate whether it was currently used in their school or not and also, if appropriate to the
approach, whether it was available to them off-site. Table 7.1 provides the detail.

7.4  The responses of headteachers and teachers to this question were largely similar,
although teachers were more unsure. Responses from headteachers and teachers indicated
that a whole range of approaches were in current use in Scotland’s schools, as at least two-
fifths of respondents (headteachers and teachers) stated that each approach was currently used
in their school, with the exception, for teachers, of whole-school initiatives. Results from the
staff focus groups and local authority interviews support this finding as an array of different
and, often inventive, approaches to managing behaviour were detailed.

7.5 The existence of a current behaviour/discipline policy produced the highest
proportional responses from both headteachers and teachers (100 per cent and 97 per cent

respectively). This finding is supported by all seven contextual staff interviewees who
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confirmed that their school had a behaviour/discipline policy in place, whilst results, from
one primary additional support staff focus group, illustrated the perceived importance of a
school behaviour policy because of it “...letting everyone know what is expected”.

7.6  Historically successful approaches to managing behaviour were employed by the
majority of headteachers and teachers, including, for example, rules and rewards for pupils
(99 per cent and 95 per cent respectively) and school uniforms (95 per cent and 94 per cent
respectively). School staff in 2 focus groups highlighted the importance of the school
uniform as a means of managing behaviour with reasons including the belief that it creates a
visual ownership and ensures consistency for pupils in the school. Once again, these findings
show the levels of school implementation of BB-BL recommendations.

7.7  The use of BB-BL recommended pupil support aids, such as the pupil support bases,
home-school link workers and an integrated support team appeared to be evident to a lesser
degree. However, these were still being currently used by nearly half of respondents.
Discussions with local authority interviewees suggested that many local authorities were in
the process of actively trying to offer and provide more of these types of resources and
approaches to their schools.

7.8 The current employment of a whole-school initiative produced the lowest proportional
responses from both headteachers and teachers (45 per cent and 28 per cent respectively).
This is likely to be indicative of the changing climate of approaches to managing behaviour,
in that they are relatively new and so likely to take time to implement and ‘bed in’ to the
normal working of schools. Indeed, one contextual staff interviewee stated that the hardest
thing about a new initiative is “reinforcing it and continuing it”, as it often takes time for
initiatives to develop and for staff to wholly adopt the working practices of them. This is also
mirrored in the words of one local authority interviewee who stated that, in relation to Staged
Intervention:

“...some schools see the value of it but the issues are time, resources, cover. Other
schools are really buying into it and it is really working well for them. But, because
all the schools are in the initial stages they are requiring a lot of support to keep it

going”.

7.9  For the majority of approaches, a higher proportion of secondary school staff stated
that their school was currently employing each approach. Of those instances when a higher
proportion of primary school headteachers and teachers indicated the employment of an
approach in their school, examples included, at a significant level, the use of rules and
rewards for pupils and the active involvement of pupils in developing the school environment
(e.g. eco school project). Qualitative data from the staff focus groups, contextual staff
interviews and the pupil focus groups all support this apparent primary dominance,
particularly in terms of the use of rules and rewards. Indeed, many primary school
interviewees and primary pupils discussed the important role that classroom rules played in
primary schools, with pupils often being involved in devising the rules (See paragraph 7.29
for a fuller discussion of pupil involvement in devising school rules).
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7.10 In both headteacher and teacher surveys, respondents were presented with a series of
structured approaches in response to indiscipline and asked to rate how often each is
employed in their recipient schools. Table 7.2 provides the results.

Table 7.2 Headteacher and teacher ratings of how often structured and staged
approaches to indiscipline are used in their school

Rating of how often each | Frequently Sometimes Rarely Never No Total
approach is used (%) (%) (%) (%) Response (%)
()
Headteacher
Referral to an 1n-sch901' 16 25 14 33 7 100
support base for pupil time-out
Referral to a key member of
staff (e.g. guidance, behaviour 44 36 13 6 1 100
support)
Referral for specific
1nteW(?nt10n to change 7 50 30 10 2 100
behaviour (e.g. anger
management)
Referral for exclusion 5 31 39 24 1 100
Planned support and help for
the teacher (e.g. support 19 51 23 6 1 100
strategy or staff)
Teacher
Referral to an 1n-sch901. 18 2% 2 27 7 100
support base for pupil time-out
Referral to a key member of
staff (e.g. guidance, behaviour 36 39 15 5 6 100
support)
Referral for specific
1ntew§ntlon to change 6 3 34 20 7 100
behaviour (e.g. anger
management)
Referral for exclusion 7 26 39 22 6 100
Planned support and help for
the teacher (e.g. support 13 34 30 17 6 100
strategy or staff)

Notes to table Percentages may not all add up to 100 due to rounding. Source: NFER survey of school staff, 2006

7.11 Overall, the responses of headteachers and teachers were similar in terms of the
approaches that they used the most (i.e. ‘frequently’ or ‘sometimes’). However, headteachers
typically stated that they used each approach more frequently than did teachers. For both,
over three-quarters (headteachers: 80 per cent; teachers: 75 per cent) stated that they
‘frequently’ or ‘sometimes’ made a referral to a key member of staff. Referral for exclusion
was the approach that had the lowest proportion of headteachers and teachers stating that they
‘frequently’ or ‘sometimes’ used it, however, this still accounts for a third of their responses
(headteachers: 36 per cent; teachers: 33 per cent).

7.12  When headteacher and teacher responses were analysed according to the type of
school, the dominant finding is that higher proportions of secondary school staff stated that
they use approaches ‘frequently” when compared with their primary counterparts (See Table
7.3). However, there is an interesting difference in the responses of primary and secondary
teachers for planned support and help for the teacher, with a higher proportion of secondary
teachers stating that this was ‘rarely’ provided, when compared to their primary counterparts.
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Approaches currently used at a school and classroom level, as identified by pupils

7.13  Alongside the headteacher and teacher questionnaires, pupils were presented with a
shortened, but similar list of specific approaches, that some schools use to help pupils behave
well and to stop bad behaviour. Pupils were asked to consider each approach and indicate
whether it was currently used in their school or not. Table 7.4 provides the details.

Table 7.4 Current use of approaches that are used to encourage positive behaviour and
overcome negative behaviour according to pupils

Type of approach Yes — No - Don’t No Total
Used in Not Know | Response
my used in
school my
school
(%) (%) (%) (%) (%)
School rules for pupils to follow 95 1 3 <l 100
Rewards for pupils who perform well or behave well 71 14 14 1 100
Citizenship lessons and activities 57 10 32 1 100
School uniform 89 7 3 1 100
Le§sons or activities to do with health (e.g. healthy 74 10 15 | 100
living)
Pupils who buddy/mentor other pupils 64 14 21 1 100

A place in school where a pupil might go to get extra

help for their behaviour 76 7 16 ! 100
Staff who are on duty at breaktime 88 4 7 1 100
Other members of staff who help teachers in lessons 84 6 10 1 100
An anti-bullying policy 67 8 24 1 100
A pupl.l council where pupils meet to talk about 69 10 20 | 100
school issues

Environmental / green school projects (e.g. to help 4 19 38 | 100

look after the school environment)

Notes to table Percentages may not all add up to 100 due to rounding. Source: NFER survey of pupils, 2006

7.14  Table 7.4 shows that, for all approaches, more than two-fifths of pupils always stated
that the approaches were currently used in their school. Pupils identified that school rules
were employed most within their schools (95 per cent); however, a lower proportion stated
that rewards for pupils who perform well or behave well were used in their schools (71 per
cent).

7.15  Two-thirds of pupils were aware of an anti-bullying policy (67 per cent), while nearly
a quarter (24 per cent) felt they didn’t know whether their school had one or not. Results
from the pupil focus groups provide support for this finding as participants in 8 out of the 14
groups stated that they were not aware that their school had an anti-bullying policy.
However, in 3 of these schools, pupils attributed this absence of knowledge as a result of low
or non-existent levels of bullying within their school.

7.16  Over a fifth of pupils did not know if their school used pupils who buddy/mentor
other pupils (21 per cent) or if there was a pupil council where pupils meet to talk about
school issues (20 per cent). This may be because pupils’ knowledge of these approaches
varies according to whether they are personally involved in these types of schemes. This is
supported by the findings derived from the pupil focus groups where those who were
involved in such activities appeared more informed than those who were not involved.

84




7.17  The lowest proportion of pupils stated that citizenship lessons and activities (57 per
cent) and environmental/green school projects (42 per cent) were employed by teachers
within their schools. This result could be due to the fact that these lessons have a lower
profile in the curriculum and, hence, pupils have failed to recall their schools use of them, or
do not consider them as an approach to behaviour.

7.18  As shown in Table 7.5 overleaf, a higher proportion of primary school pupils stated
that the approaches were used in their school, when compared to secondary pupils. There
were only 2 instances when a higher proportion of secondary pupils cited the use of
approaches in their school compared to primary pupils: knowledge of an anti-bullying policy
and a place in school where a pupil might go to get extra help for their behaviour.

7.19  In the pupil questionnaire and the pupil focus groups, respondents were asked whether
there was anything else schools could do to help pupils behave well. A third (33 per cent) of
pupils stated that there was more that schools could do to help pupils behave well including:

e Reward well behaved pupils (overall: 16 per cent, primary: 12 per cent;
secondary: 17 per cent). Types of rewards most commonly cited were: trips/days
out; prizes/treats (e.g. play games at the end of the day, given sweets); and more
certificates and awards

e  Punish badly behaved pupils (overall: 8 per cent; primary: 5 per cent; secondary:
9 per cent). Types of punishment most commonly cited were: privileges being
taken away (e.g. prevented from playing football or not allowed on school trips);
exclusion; expulsion; detention; and physical punishment (e.g. corporal
punishment)

e A fairer treatment of pupils by teachers (overall: 7 per cent; primary 0 per cent;
secondary: 8 per cent). This was also suggested by participants in two pupil
focus groups who wanted more equality and consistency in terms of teacher
treatment of pupils

e Removal of badly behaved pupils (overall: 6 per cent; primary: 2 per cent;
secondary: 6 per cent). The pupil focus groups also supported this suggestion as
three groups suggested that pupils should be sent to support bases more often so
as to allow the rest of the class to get on with their lessons

e  More enjoyable lessons (overall: 5 per cent; primary: 3 per cent; secondary 5 per
cent). Once again, the discussion arising from the pupil focus groups also support
this suggestion, with two groups also asking for more enjoyable lessons which
could include ‘shorter, less boring explanations’ from the teacher and ‘more
practical interactive opportunities’.
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Table 7.5 Current use of approaches that are used to encourage positive behaviour and
overcome negative behaviour according to pupils (primary and secondary)

Type of Yes — Used in my No — Not used in Don’t Know Total
approach school my school

(%) (%) (%) (%)

Primary Secondary Primary Secondary Primary Secondary Primary Secondary

School rules for

pupils to follow 96 96 1 1 3 3 100 100

Rewards for
pupils who
perform well or
behave well

85 69 5 17 11 15 100 100

Citizenship
lessons and 81 52 4 12 15 37 100 100
activities

School uniform 97 88 1 9 2 4 100 100

Lessons or
activities to do
with health (e.g.
healthy living)

90 71 2 12 7 18 100 100

Pupils who
buddy/mentor 69 64 11 15 20 22 100 100
other pupils

A place in
school where a
pupil might go
to get extra help
for their
behaviour

68 79 11 6 21 15 100 100

Staff who are on
duty at 97 87 1 4 2 8 100 100
breaktime

Other members
of staff who
help teachers in
lessons

89 84 3 6 7 10 100 100

An anti-bullying

. 62 69 8 8 30 22 100 100
policy

A pupil council
where pupils
meet to talk 95 63 1 12 3 25 100 100
about school
issues

Environmental /
green school
projects (e.g. to
help look after
the school
environment)

79 33 7 22 14 45 100 100

Notes to table Percentages may not all add up to 100 due to rounding. Source: NFER survey of pupils, 2006
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7.20  The 2 most common suggestions centred on the rewarding of well behaved pupils and
the punishment of badly behaved pupils. The pupil focus groups lend further support to the
importance of this for pupils: in their opinion, good behaviour was not rewarded as often as it
should be.

“If you are generally a pleasant, well mannered pupil...you get bypassed’
(S1-S6 pupil focus group).

“...most teachers recognise bad behaviour not good behaviour... It is actually
disappointing because you have been really good and she hasn’t noticed” (P7
pupil focus group).

7.21 A consistent theme arising from both the pupil survey and the focus groups is the call
for more severe punishments for those pupils who misbehave. Indeed, a commonly cited
punishment in the questionnaire results included physical punishment. Although this was not
suggested in the focus groups, participants did call for more severe punishment, for example,
duties that could humiliate and embarrass the pupils, such as cleaning the toilets. It was felt
that these types of punishments would deter pupils from behaving badly.

Involvement of the school community in developing these strategies

Perceived levels of involvement of the school community in developing strategies

7.22  As part of the school staff survey, headteacher, teachers and additional support staff
were asked a number of questions that required them to rate how involved they felt school

staff were in the development of strategies for improving behaviour in their individual
schools. Tables 7.6 and 7.7 provides the details.
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Table 7.6 Headteacher, teacher and additional support staff (overall, primary and
secondary) ratings of how involved school staff are in discussions about improving
behaviour in the whole school

Rating of how involved | Strongly | Disagree | Neither | Agree | Strongly No Total
school staff are in discussions | disagree agree agree Response
about improving behaviour nor
in the whole school disagree

(%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%)

Headteacher
‘I involve my staff in discussion about improving behaviour in the whole school at least once a year’
Overall 3 3 5 32 57 1 100
Primary headteachers 3 3 5 30 59 - 100
Secondary headteachers 3 3 4 35 55 - 100
Teacher
‘My colleagues and I are regularly involved in discussion about improving behaviour in the whole school’
Overall 6 12 14 38 29 1 100
Primary teachers 6 10 14 36 35 - 100
Secondary teachers 7 15 15 40 23 - 100
Additional support staff
‘Support assistant (s) are regularly involved in discussions about improving behaviour in the whole school’

Overall 16 26 16 23 19 0 100
Primary additional support staff 10 14 16 31 29 - 100
SS;;(f)ndary additional support 19 33 16 19 13 ) 100

Notes to table Non-responses were included in the figures for the sample overall. The figures for primary and secondary
respondents were calculated from those who responded to the question only. Percentages may not all add up to 100 due to
rounding. Source: NFER survey of school staff, 2006

7.23 Table 7.6 reveals clear differences in the perceptions of headteachers, teachers and
additional support staff in relation to the regular involvement of school staff in discussions
about improving behaviour in the whole school. Overall, headteachers agreed the most with
this statement followed by teachers and then additional support staff. There was little
difference in the responses of primary and secondary headteacher responses to this question.
However, over half (52 per cent) of secondary additional support staff either ‘disagreed’ or
‘strongly disagreed’ that they were regularly involved in whole-school discussions, while
one-fifth of secondary teachers stated the same (22 per cent).

7.24 Results shown in Table 7.7 reveal marginal differences in the perceptions of
headteachers and teachers with regard to the contribution of staff ideas and the support that
staff offered to colleagues regarding pupil behaviour. Overall, the vast majority of
headteachers (93 per cent) and teachers (85 per cent) ‘agreed’ or ‘strongly agreed’ that they
gave, or were given, the opportunity to state their ideas and also support their colleagues on
issues associated with pupil behaviour. For both, however, higher proportions of primary
staff were more extreme in their ratings than secondary staff as they gave a ‘strongly agree’
response.

88




Table 7.7 Headteachers and teachers (overall, primary and secondary) rating of
whether staff can contribute ideas and provide support to other colleagues regarding
pupil behaviour

Rating of whether staff can | Strongly | Disagree | Neither | Agree | Strongly No Total
contribute ideas and provide | disagree agree agree Response
support to other colleagues nor
regarding pupil behaviour disagree

(%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%)

Headteacher
‘My staff contribute ideas and provide support to other colleagues regarding pupil behaviour’
Overall 3 1 3 38 55 1 100
Primary headteachers 3 1 1 32 62 - 100
Secondary headteachers 2 1 4 46 46 - 100
Teacher
‘I contribute ideas and support to my colleagues regarding pupil behaviour’

Overall 2 2 10 48 37 1 100
Primary teachers 2 2 9 44 42 - 100
Secondary teachers 2 2 11 54 32 - 100

Notes to table Non-responses were included in the figures for the sample overall. The figures for primary and secondary
respondents were calculated from those who responded to the question only. Percentages may not all add up to 100 due to
rounding. Source: NFER survey of school staff, 2006

7.25 Headteachers were asked to indicate whether they ‘agreed’ or ‘disagreed’ with a
statement about the involvement of staff in the development of the school’s behaviour policy.
Almost all (95 per cent) respondents either ‘agreed’ or ‘strongly agreed’ with this statement.
There were no major differences in the responses of primary and secondary headteachers.

Members of the school community involved in developing strategies

7.26 In order to assess further, the involvement of school staff and the wider school
community in the development and planning of strategies linked to behaviour, a number of
questions were included that asked respondents to think back over the last year. Specifically,
headteachers were asked to indicate which members of the school community had been
involved in discussing and developing strategies related to discipline and the promotion of
positive behaviour in their school. Teachers were asked to indicate how many times they had
been involved in whole school planning in relation to discipline and positive behaviour.
Tables 7.8 and 7.9 provides the results.
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Table 7.8 Members of the school community who have been actively involved in
discussing and developing strategies related to discipline and the promotion of positive
behaviour in your school in the last year according to headteachers (overall, primary
and secondary)

Members of the school Overall Primary Secondary
community Headteacher Headteacher
Number % Number % Number %
Teachers 376 98 208 97 168 99
Parents 269 70 153 71 116 67
Pupils 349 91 200 93 149 88
Youth workers 75 20 11 5 64 38
Home-school link staff 159 41 57 27 102 60
Social workers 123 32 42 20 81 48
Educational psychologists 250 65 125 58 125 74
Learning support staff 286 75 136 63 150 89
School caretakers / janitors 146 38 82 38 64 38
School meal staff 79 21 57 27 22 13
Lunchtime assistants 172 45 132 61 40 24
Other 60 16 39 18 21 12
No response 4 1 4 2 0 0
TOTAL 2348 100 1246 100 1102 100

Notes to table Multiple response question: headteachers could select more than one option, therefore percentages do not add
up to 100. Source: NFER survey of school staff, 2006

7.27 Headteachers stated that they had included a whole range of individuals from the
school community over the last year. Indeed, there was no instance in which a listed member
of the school community was cited by less than a fifth of all headteachers surveyed. Figure
7.1 below lists the ‘top five’ most commonly cited type of individual (in rank order):

Figure 7.1 Most commonly cited members of the school community involved in
developing strategies

Overall Primary Secondary
1. Teachers (98 per cent) 1. Teachers (97 per cent) 1. Teachers (99 per cent)
2. Pupils (91 per cent) 2. Pupils (93 per cent) 2. Learning support staff (89 per
cent)
3. Learning support staff (75 per cent) | 3. Parents (71 per cent) 3. Pupils (88 per cent)
4. Parents (70 per cent) 4. Learning support staff (63 per | 4. Educational psychologists (74
cent) per cent)
5. Educational psychologists (65 per | 5. Lunchtime assistants (61 per | 5. Parents (67 per cent)
cent) cent)

7.28 Notable differences between primary and secondary headteacher responses include
the higher proportions of secondary headteachers stating that youth workers, home-school
link staff, social workers, educational psychologists and learning support staff were included
in consultation, over the last year, when compared to primary headteachers. In addition,
primary school headteachers stated, to a much higher extent (61 per cent) than their
secondary counterparts (24 per cent), that they had included Iunchtime assistants in
discussions over the last year. Reasons for this could include the higher levels of supervision
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required in primary school yards and playgrounds (due to maturation issues), thus, the more
central role that lunchtime assistants have in primary schools.

7.29  Although the results shown above indicate that headteachers believed they include
pupils in whole-school planning, results from the 14 pupil focus groups suggest that these
pupils did not think the same. Participants in 9 pupil focus groups did not think that they had
been involved in deciding school rules or devising anti-bullying/behaviour policies; in 2
pupils were unsure and pupils in only 3 stated that they had been involved in this type of
activity. Many of the pupils stated that they had been involved in devising the class rules but
not the school rules, which were perceived to be under the sole directive of the headteacher
and not something pupils could have control in deciding. The Pupil Council was cited by a
number of the focus groups as being a means through which pupils views are sought.
However, pupils in 3 of the groups doubted the validity of this pupil forum as illustrated in
the following quotations:

“...pupils in the pupil council have very little effect on anything that happens.
I don’t want to say that it isn’t a democracy in the pupil council but it is not
doing what it should (S1-S3 pupil focus group)

“It is as if they are humouring us...we are talking and writing down minutes
but that is as far as it goes (S4—S6 pupil focus group)

7.30  As stated in 7.26 teachers were asked to indicate approximately how many times they
had been involved in whole-school planning in relation to discipline and positive behaviour
in the last year. Table 7.9 provides a summary of the results.

Table 7.9 The number of times teachers (overall, primary and secondary) have been
involved in whole school planning in relation to discipline and positive behaviour in the

last year
Number of times Overall Primary Teacher | Secondary Teacher
(\) % (\)) Y% N) %
Never 209 19 92 18 117 22
Once or twice 510 47 246 47 264 49
More than twice 352 33 189 36 163 30
No response 9 1 - - - -
TOTAL 1080 100 527 100 544 100

Notes to table Non-responses were included in the figures for the sample overall. The figures for primary and secondary
respondents were calculated from those who responded to the question only. Percentages may not all add up to 100 due to
rounding. Source: NFER survey of school staff, 2006

7.31 Table 7.9 shows that, in the last year, nearly half (47 per cent) of teachers surveyed
estimated that they had been involved in whole-school planning, in relation to discipline and
positive behaviour in the last year. A further 33 per cent had been involved more than twice.
However, one in 5 (19 per cent) stated that they had ‘never’ been involved in this type of
planning in the previous year. There was little difference in the responses of primary and
secondary teachers to this question.

7.32 A specific question was included in the survey of headteachers and teachers, which

asked them to estimate how much time they had spent, in the last full teaching week, working
with other partners or members of the school community in planning, developing or
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delivering activities in school. As shown in Table 7.10, the largest proportion of
headteachers (61 per cent) and teachers (84 per cent) spent either under an hour or no time at
all, in their last full teaching week, working with other members of the school community.
The absence of partnership working was most apparent in the teacher responses (67 per cent
compared to 28 percent). Both primary headteachers and teachers, generally spent less time
than their secondary counterparts working with other members of the school community.
The issue of working with outside agencies and the wider school community was expressly
discussed in one secondary headteachers’ focus group. The group stressed the importance of
working with outside agencies in trying to tackle the issue of indiscipline but also highlighted
that, in their view, there was an absence of coherent, joined up thinking between schools and
outside agencies that hindered these collaborations. One focus group participant illustrated
the point further by describing the current partnerships as “very frustrating”, with school staff
only acting on agreed actions decided in previous meetings and agencies appearing to have
made little or no progress.

Table 7.10 Headteacher and teacher estimations of personal time spent, in the last full
teaching week, working with other partners or members of the school community in
planning, developing or delivering activities in school

Rating of time spent Overall Primary Secondary
N) % N) % N) %
Headteacher
No time spent 107 28 80 38 27 16
Under an hour 127 33 68 32 59 35
An hour to 3 hours 120 31 60 28 60 36
More than three hours 25 7 3 1 22 13
No response 5 1 - - - -
TOTAL 384 100 211 100 168 100
Teacher
No time spent 726 67 353 67 373 68
Under an hour 181 17 110 21 71 13
An hour to 3 hours 127 12 58 11 69 13
More than three hours 41 4 5 1 36 7
No response 5 1 - - - -
TOTAL 1080 100 526 100 549 100

Notes to table Non-responses were included in the figures for the sample overall. The figures for primary and secondary
respondents were calculated from those who responded to the question only. Percentages may not all add up to 100 due to
rounding. Source: NFER survey of school staff, 2006

Key factors necessary for the development of a whole-school approach

7.33  As part of the focus group discussions, a specific question was posed to all groups
asking them to consider what it takes to develop a whole-school approach to behaviour,
specifically the promotion of positive behaviour. Although a number of different suggestions
were proffered by participants, a set of common key features emerged. These are listed in
rank order below:

1. Consistency amongst all school staff (5)
2. Involvement of parents (5)

3. Involvement of pupils (4)

4. Support (from SMT) (2)
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5. School staff consultation (2)
6. Flexibility (2)

7.34 In relation to the issue of consistency, focus group participants stressed the
importance of all school staff members, ranging from teachers to school caretakers, to be
“singing from the same hymn sheet”. However, a few focus groups also advocated a degree
of flexibility in the way teachers choose to apply it. Supporting the results shown earlier in
this chapter, the involvement of parents and pupils was perceived to be key in developing a
whole-school approach. Finally, participants in a number of focus groups drew attention to
the importance of support which must underpin any whole-school approaches to behaviour.
Support from school senior management was cited by both groups, however, one group also
indicated that local authority support was important.

Effectiveness of these approaches
Perceived effectiveness of approaches to behaviour as identified by school staff

7.35 In the survey, headteachers were specifically asked a question requiring them to rate,
on a scale of one to 5, how effective the 24 listed approaches presented to them in a previous
question (see paragraphs 7.3 to 7.9 for further discussion) had been in relation to the
following: ‘promoting positive behaviour in the classroom and the school’; and ‘responding
to indiscipline in the classroom and the school’. Table 7.11 provides the detail below.

7.36  Table 7.11 shows that, in general, ratings clustered in the upper part of the response
scale, thus, headteachers believed the approaches to be effective in promoting positive
behaviour in the classroom and the school and in responding to indiscipline in the classroom
and the school. Specifically, the majority of headteachers provided a rating of either 4 or 5 in
terms of the effectiveness of the approaches for the two said outcomes (promoting positive
behaviour: 84 per cent; responding to indiscipline: 79 per cent).
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Table 7.11 Headteacher (overall, primary and secondary) ratings of the effectiveness of
approaches in promoting positive behaviour and responding to indiscipline in the
classroom and the school

Rating of effectiveness Overall Primary Secondary
™ [ % ™~ [ % ™~ | %
‘Promoting positive behaviour in the classroom and the school’
Not effective at all 1 0 0 0 0 0 0
2 1 <1 0 0 1 1
3 53 14 20 10 33 20
4 196 51 99 47 97 58
Very effective 5 125 33 90 43 35 21
No response 9 2 - - - -
TOTAL 384 100 209 100 166 100
‘Responding to indiscipline in the classroom and the school’
Not effective at all 1 0 0 0 0 0 0
2 3 1 1 1 2 1
3 66 17 26 12 40 24
4 212 55 112 54 100 61
Very effective 5 93 24 70 34 23 14
No response 10 3 - - - -
TOTAL 384 100 209 100 165 100

Notes to table Non-responses were included in the figures for the sample overall. The figures for primary and secondary
respondents were calculated from those who responded to the question only. Percentages may not all add up to 100 due to
rounding. Source: NFER survey of school staff, 2006

7.37  Overall, primary headteachers were more emphatic in their ratings to these questions,
with more than twice the proportion giving a ‘very effective’ rating when compared with
their secondary counterparts. In turn, double the proportion of secondary headteachers were
more ambivalent in their ratings for both outcomes, by endorsing a middle rating of 3, when
compared to primary headteachers.

7.38 In the questionnaire, teachers were asked to rate how confident they felt in their

ability to ‘promote positive behaviour in their classroom’ and to ‘respond to indiscipline in
their classroom’. See Table 7.12 for details.
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Table 7.12 Teacher (overall, primary and secondary) ratings of the confidence in their
ability to promote positive behaviour and respond to indiscipline in their classroom

Rating of confidence Overall Primary Secondary
™ [ % ™~ [ % ~N | %
‘Promoting positive behaviour in your classroom’
Not confident at all 1 4 <1 2 <l 2 <l
2 14 1 4 1 10 2
3 93 9 36 7 57 10
4 431 40 199 38 232 42
Very confident 5 535 50 288 54 247 45
No response 3 <1 - - - -
TOTAL 1080 100 529 100 548 100
‘Responding to indiscipline in your classroom’
Not confident at all 1 2 <1 1 <l 1 <1
2 18 2 7 1 11 2
3 132 12 60 11 72 13
4 439 41 212 40 227 42
Very confident 5 485 45 249 47 236 43
No response 4 <1 - - - -
TOTAL 1080 100 529 100 547 100

Notes to table Non-responses were included in the figures for the sample overall. The figures for primary and secondary
respondents were calculated from those who responded to the question only. Percentages may not all add up to 100 due to
rounding. Source: NFER survey of school staff, 2006

7.39  The majority of responses, as shown in Table 7.12, appear to cluster around the upper
part of the response scale (4 or 5), thus showing that teachers felt confident in their ability to
promote positive behaviour in their classroom (90 per cent) and also to respond to
indiscipline in their classroom (86 per cent). A very slightly higher proportion of primary
school teachers endorsed a rating of 4 or 5 (92 per cent) in their ability to promote positive
behaviour in their classroom when compared to secondary teachers (87 per cent). In contrast,
there was no significant difference in the confidence ratings of primary and secondary
teachers in their ability to respond to indiscipline in their classrooms.

7.40 Following the initial question which assessed teacher confidence in promoting
positive behaviour and responding to indiscipline in the classroom, a series of approaches
were then presented in the questionnaire, with respondents being asked to indicate if any of
them would increase their confidence in promoting positive behaviour and responding to
indiscipline in their classroom. Table 7.13 provides the details.

7.41 When comparing the responses of teachers for the 4 approaches, Table 7.13 shows
that the highest proportion of teachers believed understanding individual pupils’ learning
styles and motivations would increase their confidence in promoting positive behaviour and
responding to indiscipline (86 per cent). Personal safety training was the approach deemed
least likely to increase teacher confidence, however, it should be noted that half (50 per cent)
of respondents still thought that it would increase their confidence. For all approaches, a
higher proportion of primary school teachers believed the approaches would make them more
confident in the classroom when compared to secondary teachers, with personal safety
training showing greatest polarity between sectors.
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Table 7.13 Increases in teacher (overall, primary and secondary) confidence according
to the use of an approach

Type of approach Yes No No Total
Response

(%) (%) (%) (%)
Overall
A colleague available to give confidential advice and feedback 78 21 1 100
Understanding of individual pupils’ learning styles and motivation 86 12 2 100
Suggested scripts to help you deal with different situations 58 40 2 100
Personal safety training 50 49 1 100
Primary
A colleague available to give confidential advice and feedback 85 15 - 100
Understanding of individual pupils’ learning styles and motivation 91 9 - 100
Suggested scripts to help you deal with different situations 64 36 - 100
Personal safety training 58 42 - 100
Secondary
A colleague available to give confidential advice and feedback 74 26 - 100
Understanding of individual pupils’ learning styles and motivation 85 15 - 100
Suggested scripts to help you deal with different situations 54 46 - 100
Personal safety training 44 56 - 100

Notes to table Non-responses were included in the figures for the sample overall. The figures for primary and secondary
respondents were calculated from those who responded to the question only. Percentages may not all add up to 100 due to
rounding. Source: NFER survey of school staff, 2006

Most effective approach/es in encouraging positive behaviour and overcoming negative
behaviour as identified by school staff

7.42 In the headteacher and teacher questionnaires, respondents were asked to endorse the
3 approaches, from the list presented to them (see paragraphs 7.3 to 7.9 for further
discussion), that they thought were the most effective in overcoming negative behaviour and
promoting positive behaviour. It should be noted that, as respondents were asked to endorse
the three approaches they found most helpful from a list of 24 different approaches, the
percentages shown in Figure 7.2 overleaf appear relatively low. This is due to the spread of
responses across the different approaches.

Figure 7.2 Approaches cited by the highest proportion of headteachers and teachers
as being the most helpful in behaviour management

Headteachers Teachers
Rules and rewards for pupils (67 per cent) Rules and rewards for pupils (71 per cent)
A behaviour/discipline policy (27 per cent) A behaviour/discipline policy (27 per cent)
Breaktime supervision (21 per cent) Support assistants (19 per cent)
Citizenship/participation activities (20 per cent) Breaktime supervision (18 per cent)

Pupils actively involved in developing ideas and | School uniform (17 per cent)
activities in the school (e.g. pupil council) (20 per
cent) Pupil support base (17 per cent)

Source: NFER survey of school staff, 2006
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7.43  The importance of rules and rewards and a behaviour/discipline policy were cited by
both teachers and headteachers as being the main approaches which proved to be the most
helpful in promoting positive behaviour and overcoming negative behaviour. This supports
the findings discussed in paragraph 7.5 in that these approaches were used to a high extent
and were also perceived to be effective. A higher proportion of teachers cited additional
support resources as being most effective, including support assistants, breaktime supervision
and also pupil support bases, than did headteachers. This is likely to be a result of their direct
‘ground level’ experience in which these support aids are used. In contrast, headteachers
were more likely than teachers to cite approaches that involved pupils in activities such as
citizenship/participation and also, specifically, in developing ideas and activities in the
school.

Most effective approach/es in encouraging positive behaviour and overcoming negative
behaviour as identified by pupils

7.44  As part of the pupil survey, primary and secondary pupils were also asked to state one
approach, from the list presented to them (see paragraphs 7.13 to 7.21 for further discussion),
that they thought worked best in helping pupils behave well and to stop bad behaviour. Of
those 1178 pupils who completed this question, the ‘top five’ most effective approaches
were:

1. Rewards for pupils who perform well or behave well (overall, 27 per cent;
primary, 12 per cent; secondary, 31 per cent). This was also cited by eight out of
the 14 pupil focus groups as an effective means of overcoming indiscipline and
promoting positive behaviour

2. School rules for pupils to follow (overall, 16 per cent; primary, 19 per cent;
secondary, 15 per cent). Seven pupil focus groups also cited this as an effective
approach to behaviour management

3. A place in school where a pupil might go to get extra help for their behaviour
(overall, 11 per cent; primary, 13 per cent; secondary, 10 per cent)

4. An anti-bullying policy (overall, 7 per cent; primary, 15 per cent; secondary, 5
per cent)

5. Staff who are on duty at breaktime (overall, 5 per cent; primary, 6 per cent;
secondary, 5 per cent).

7.45  For nearly all of the ‘top 5° approaches, higher proportions of primary school pupils
stated that the said approach would help pupils behave well and stop bad behaviour (see
earlier bullet points). However, more than twice the proportion of secondary school pupils
(31 per cent), than their primary school equivalents (12 per cent), thought that rewards for
pupils who perform/behave well was most effective.

7.46  Pupils in the focus groups were also asked what they thought worked well in stopping
bad behaviour and helping pupils to behave. Although rewards and punishments were the
approaches cited as being the most effective and, as discussed in paragraphs 7.19 to 7.21 the
ones pupils thought schools should employ to a greater extent, the group also named a
number of other approaches that were different from those discussed previously. These
included increased parental involvement (5 focus groups) because parents have greater power
to punish their children than teachers; increased SMT involvement (3 focus groups) because
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the headteacher was still perceived by many to be the ultimate punishment and so their
involvement was considered a deterrent for bad behaviour; and the use of staged intervention
systems, whereby a series of warnings were given prior to punishment (2 focus groups). This
was considered by pupils to be a fair approach to managing behaviour because pupils were
not immediately dealt a punishment exercise. Finally, pupils also advocated effective
approaches to be those that involved talking to the pupil about their behaviour in order to find
out possible causes (two focus groups).

Most effective approach/es in encouraging positive behaviour and overcoming negative
behaviour as identified by local authorities

7.47 Local authority personnel were asked to identify examples of effective practice in
responding to indiscipline and promoting positive behaviour at a local authority level and
then at a school and classroom level. Although interviewees were asked separate questions
about indiscipline and positive behaviour, many felt it difficult to disaggregate the two as
essentially, “promoting positive behaviour underpins the whole behaviour and discipline
strategy within the council” (local authority interviewee). As such, responses have been
combined and so represent examples of both responding to indiscipline and promoting
positive behaviour. At a local authority level, a number of initiatives and specific strategies
were cited as being effective means of responding to indiscipline and promoting positive
behaviour. Indeed, Staged Intervention/Framework for Intervention (FFI) (13 comments),
Restorative Practices (4 comments) and Solution-Oriented schools (4 comments) were
specifically cited by local authority interviewees. They were all thought to offer schools
structured and helpful ways of managing behaviour and also supporting staff:

“Things like framework for intervention have been very helpful in supporting
individual class teachers to manage behaviour difficulties in the context of
their own teaching and learning environment” (local authority interviewee).

7.48 In addition to the specific strategies cited above, local authority interviewees also
pointed to the effectiveness that a comprehensive Continuing Professional Development
(CPD) menu of training opportunities, available to all school staff, has on behaviour
management (7 comments). In addition, 4 interviewees pointed to the effectiveness of
greater integrated working amongst agencies (particularly education and social work) and
also the importance that a clear inclusion policy and inclusion training has had as being
examples of effective local authority practice.

7.49 In relation to effective approaches at school and classroom level, behaviour and pupil
support bases were cited the most by local authority personnel (9 comments). A further 7
interviewees highlighted the positive effect that an alternative, flexible and appropriate
curriculum had on behaviour management, whilst 6 stressed that additional support/behaviour
support staff had an impact on indiscipline and promoting positive behaviour. Assertive
Discipline was also proffered as an effective approach to dealing with behaviour (5
comments).

“I think assertive discipline has been effective in supporting teachers to
manage behaviour in a standardised way. This is particularly for teachers
that have come out of college and they are immediately moving into an
environment where they know how the school operates because it is a very
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formal and highly structured discipline system whilst also being very
supportive to pupils” (local authority interviewee).

Key factors in effective behaviour management

7.50  As part of the interviews with local authority personnel, interviewees were asked what
factors they considered to be key to effective behaviour management, both at local authority
level, and at school/classroom level.

7.51 At local authority level the most frequently cited factors were:

e Effective support and communication between the local authority and schools

(14)
e Integrated/multi-agency/joint working (9)
e C(Clear and relevant local authority policies (8)

e Provision of professional development and training (8)

7.52 At school and classroom level, a wider range of key factors was identified by
interviewees. One overarching theme which was mentioned by around half of all
interviewees (15) was the importance of strong leadership and commitment to behaviour
management from the headteacher or senior management of the school. This leadership was
seen to be absolutely fundamental by many interviewees and its impact could be felt in a
wide range of ways within a school.

7.53 Factors that were often linked to school leadership by interviewees were the
development of relevant, clear and recognised school policies and procedures relating to
behaviour, and good communication of these within the school (12). A strong school ethos
and a sense of community within school were also mentioned by a third (10) as were
innovative and flexible approaches to behaviour management (9). Finally, the importance of
a good CPD programme was also referred to by 9 interviewees.

7.54  Several aspects of teaching and learning approaches within schools were referred to
by local authority interviewees in terms of their relevance to effective behaviour
management. Effective classroom management was felt to be important, and this theme was
again linked with comments on training and professional development. Furthermore, it was
felt that schools and teachers needed to adopt a great deal of flexibility both in terms of their
teaching methods and the content of lessons in order to meet the individual needs of pupils.
The introduction of a flexible curriculum was referred to by 6 interviewees, and was seen as
bringing great benefits to many pupils who would struggle with a more formal academic
approach. It was felt that the perceived relevance of the learning experience could have a
significant impact on pupils’ motivation and behaviour. As one interviewee put it:

“You can turn ‘Better Behaviour, Better Learning’ round and make it ‘Better

Learning, Better Behaviour’ and that has been the way we have approached
it...” (local authority interviewee).
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7.55  As part of the focus group discussions with school staff, participants were also asked,
in their experience, what worked in managing poor behaviour and promoting positive
behaviour. The most commonly cited factors or approaches, as listed in rank order, included:

e Consistency and a whole school approach (8)
e Rules and rewards (5)

e  Good teachers skills (4) (including a good relationships between the teacher and
the pupil; a strong, well organised teacher; and the ability to present the
curriculum in an interesting way)

e An appropriate and flexible curriculum (2)
e School uniform (2)
e Diet and exercise (2)

e  Smaller classes (2).

7.56 A consistent, whole-school approach was deemed to be the most effective way of
managing behaviour, with the consistent use of rules and rewards as being an effective means
of doing so. Focus group participants also touched on the issue of teacher skills as being a
key factor in managing behaviour. This is also supported by results from the pupil focus
groups, which indicated that pupils thought their behaviour varied according to the teacher
taking the class and the means by which they taught the lesson.

7.57 An appropriate and flexible curriculum was cited by a few staff focus groups
(showing similarity with local authority views), as too was diet and exercise, and a school
uniform. Finally, in 7 of the 8 staff focus groups, participants cited the need for smaller
classes as an effective means of managing behaviour. Views were expressed energetically,
with participants suggesting that the issue of class size really underpins the effectiveness of
any approach for behaviour.

Supportiveness of parents
Perceived supportiveness of parents by school staff

7.58  As part of the survey of school staff, headteachers were specifically asked to rate the
general supportiveness of parents of pupils in their school. As depicted in Table 7.14 below,
results show that headteachers perceived there to be good levels of general support from
parents of pupils at their school, with ratings largely clustering around the upper end of the
response scale (84 per cent rating 4 or 5). There was no real difference in the responses of
primary and secondary headteachers for this question.
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Table 7.14 Headteacher (overall, primary and secondary) ratings of the general
supportiveness of parents of pupils in their school

Rating of the general supportiveness of Overall Primary Secondary
parents of pupils in school

(\)) % ) % (\)) %
Not supportive at all 1 0 0 0 0 0 0
2 5 1 2 <1 3 2
3 56 15 30 14 26 16
4 180 47 94 44 86 51
Very supportive 5 142 37 89 41 53 32
No response 1 <1 - - - -
TOTAL 384 100 215 100 168 100

Notes to table Non-responses were included in the figures for the sample overall. The figures for primary and secondary
respondents were calculated from those who responded to the question only. Percentages may not all add up to 100 due to
rounding. Source: NFER survey of school staff, 2006

Time school staff spend talking to parents about their child’s behaviour

7.59  In order to find out about the level of contact school staff had with parents of pupils at
their school, a question was posed to both headteachers and teachers about the amount of
time they had spent talking to parents about their child/ren’s behaviour, in the last full
teaching week (excluding parents evenings). Table 7.15 provides the detail.

Table 7.15 The time headteachers and teachers (overall, primary and secondary) spent
talking to parents about pupil behaviour in the last full teaching week

Time spent talking to parents Overall Primary Secondary
N) % N) % N) %
Headteacher
No time spent 74 19 55 26 19 11
Under an hour 160 42 102 48 58 34
An hour to 3 hours 130 34 51 24 79 47
More than 3 hours 18 5 5 2 13 8
No response 2 1 - - - -
TOTAL 384 100 213 100 169 100
Teacher
No time spent 749 69 319 60 430 79
Under an hour 249 23 188 36 61 11
An hour to 3 hours 64 6 22 4 42 8
More than 3 hours 14 1 0 0 14 3
No response 4 <1 - - - -
TOTAL 1080 100 529 100 547 100

Notes to table Non-responses were included in the figures for the sample overall. The figures for primary and secondary
respondents were calculated from those who responded to the question only. Percentages may not all add up to 100 due to
rounding. Source: NFER survey of school staff, 2006

7.60  Overall, headteachers spent much more time (39 per cent) (an hour to more than 3
hours) talking to parents compared to teachers (7 per cent). In addition, higher proportions of
teachers (69 per cent) spent no time at all talking to parents about behaviour in their last full
teaching week compared to headteachers (19 per cent). In the main, secondary headteachers
and primary teachers spent the most time (an hour to more than 3 hours), in their last full
teaching week, talking to parents about pupil behaviour. Primary headteachers, however,
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spent the least time talking to parents as three-quarters (74 per cent) spent under an hour or
no time at all compared with less than half (45 per cent) of secondary headteachers.

7.61  For those headteachers and teachers who indicated on the school survey that they had
spent some time talking to parents about behaviour in the last week, an additional question
was posed asking what the focus of these discussions was. Table 7.16 depicts the results. On
the whole, the response profiles of headteachers and teachers are largely similar, with the
highest proportions stating that the parental discussions involved a balance of positive and
negative feedback on their child’s behaviour (headteacher: 68 per cent; teacher: 55 per cent).
In contrast, relatively low proportions of headteachers and teachers stated that the discussion
had involved mostly positive feedback (3 per cent and 9 per cent respectively). Higher
proportions of both secondary school headteachers and teachers talked to parents more about
their child’s negative behaviour when compared to their primary school counterparts.
Conversely, one in 7 (14 per cent) primary teachers gave mostly positive feedback compared
to one in 50 secondary teachers (2 per cent).

Table 7.16 The focus of discussions headteachers and teachers (overall, primary and
secondary) had with parents in the last full teaching week

Focus of parental discussions Overall Primary Secondary
(\)) % () % o) Y%
Headteacher

Mostly positive feedback on their child’s 9 3 7 5 2 1

behaviour

Mostly negative feedback on their child’s 69 22 19 12 50 35

behaviour

A balance of positive and negative feedback 208 68 121 78 87 60

on their child’s behaviour

Other 14 5 9 6 5 4

No response 8 3 2 - - -

TOTAL 308 100 158 100 150 100
Teacher

Mostly positive feedback on their child’s 30 9 28 14 2 2

behaviour

Mostly negative feedback on their child’s 76 23 44 22 32 32

behaviour

A balance of positive and negative feedback 181 55 120 60 61 60

on their child’s behaviour

Other 15 5 9 5 6 6

No response 25 8 - - - -

TOTAL 327 100 201 100 101 100

Notes to table Non-responses were included in the figures for the sample overall. The figures for primary and secondary
respondents were calculated from those who responded to the question only. Percentages may not all add up to 100 due to
rounding. Source: NFER survey of school staff, 2006
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Summary

. Local authorities were rolling out, and piloting, a range of initiatives/strategies (e.g.
Staged Intervention/Framework for Intervention (FFI); Solution-Oriented Schools;
and Restorative Practices).

. In terms of approaches, the majority of schools operated a school-wide
behaviour/discipline policy; used a range of rules and reward systems; had a school
uniform; and were involving parents and pupils in school-wide issues. Pupil support
bases; home-link workers; integrated support teams pupil councils and
buddying/mentoring schemes were used to a lesser extent.

. Referrals to a key member of staff was a popular strategy used to manage behaviour
as over three-quarters of headteachers and teachers ‘frequently’ or ‘sometimes’
employed it in their school. A third of both headteachers and teachers stated that they
‘frequently’ or ‘sometimes’ made a referral for an exclusion in their school.

. Pupils thought schools could do more by: rewarding well behaved pupils; punishing
badly behaved pupils (with more severe punishment); a fairer treatment by teachers;
removing badly behaved pupils; and making lessons more enjoyable.

. The ‘top-five’ individuals included by headteachers in whole-school discussion were:
teachers; pupils; learning support staff; parents; and educational psychologists.
However, pupils involved in the survey and focus groups felt that they had not been
included in deciding school rules or devising an anti-bullying policy.

. School staff identified the key factors in developing a whole-school approach to
behaviour as: consistency; involvement of parents and pupils; SMT support; school
staff consultation; and flexibility.

. The majority of headteachers and teachers reported that they spent under an hour or
no time at all working with other members of the school community in the last full
teaching week. Less time was spent by primary staff than secondary staff. An
absence of joined up thinking between schools and outside agencies was thought to be
hindering collaborations.

. The vast majority of teachers already felt confident in their ability to promote positive
behaviour and deal with indiscipline in their classroom. However, understanding
individual pupils’ learning styles and motivations was the approach thought by
teachers to be most likely to increase their confidence. Personal safety training was
the approach deemed least likely to increase teacher confidence. More primary than
secondary teachers thought that all the cited approaches would increase their
confidence.

. Local authority interviewees considered approaches such as Staged Intervention/FFI
to be effective means of responding to indiscipline at a local authority level. They
also thought a comprehensive CPD menu; integrated working amongst agencies; a
clear inclusion policy; and inclusion training were all effective. At a school and
classroom level, local authority interviewees thought that the following were the most
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effective: pupil support bases; alternative, flexible and appropriate curriculum;
additional support/behaviour support staff; and Assertive Discipline.

Headteachers from secondary schools spent the most time talking to parents about
their child’s behaviour in the last full teaching week. Discussions mainly involved a
balance of positive and negative feedback. However, secondary school staff talked to
parents about negative feedback more than primary staff.
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CHAPTER EIGHT SUPPORT AVAILABLE FOR STAFF

Introduction

8.1 This chapter draws on data about the support available to staff. This includes local
authority support; Continuing Professional Development (CPD); and school level support.
Once again, the results from the school staff survey are presented first, with findings from the
local authority interviews, school staff and pupil focus groups, and the contextual staff
interviews being used to provide further comment.

Local authority support
Continuing Professional Development

8.2 As part of the questionnaire survey, headteachers were asked to indicate whether they
had received any training relevant to school discipline since assuming their current post.
Table 8.1 below, shows that nearly three-fifths (58 per cent) of headteachers had received
some form of training related to school discipline since being in their current post, with two
fifths (42 per cent) indicating that they had not. There was no real difference in the profile
of primary and secondary school headteacher responses.

Table 8.1 The proportions of Headteachers (overall, primary and secondary) who have,
and have not, received training relevant to dealing with school discipline since assuming
their current post

Discipline training since being Overall Primary Secondary
in current post Headteacher Headteacher
Number Y% Number % Number Y%
Received discipline training 222 58 123 58 99 59
Not received discipline training 160 42 91 43 69 41
No response 2 1 - - - -
TOTAL 384 100 214 100 168 100

Notes to table Non-responses were included in the figures for the sample overall. The figures for primary and secondary
respondents were calculated from those who responded to the question only. Percentages may not all add up to 100 due to
rounding. Source: NFER survey of school staff, 2006

8.3 Of the 222 headteachers who had received discipline training since being in their
current post, nearly 9 in 10 (87 per cent) stated that they had received this training from the
local authority. There was a higher proportion of primary school headteachers (95 per cent)
citing the local authority as the provider of this training compared to secondary headteachers
(77 per cent).

8.4  Just over a quarter (28 per cent) of headteachers (overall) indicated that they had also
received training from another provider. Much higher proportions of secondary headteachers
(44 per cent) cited this compared to primary headteachers (15 per cent). The predominant
‘other’ training providers were external consultants and school-based training (25 per cent).

8.5 Results from the 32 local authority interviews provides further evidence of schools’
use of training providers other than the local authority. Indeed, 3 interviewees specifically
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discussed how schools within their local authority had been given the freedom to use their
INSET money to buy-in the training to meets their local needs. A third (13) of all local
authority interviewees stated that local and national consultants were typically bought in for
the purposes of assessing and delivering training in the authority. A number of specific
consultants were named; many of which replicate those cited by the headteachers surveyed.
Consultants included those with international and local reputations. Finally, 3 local authority
interviewees stressed their local authority’s drive to use “home grown” training, including the
encouragement of headteachers and schools to undertake collegiate, in-house training.

8.6  Teachers included in the survey were asked how many times, over the last year, they
had been involved in any kind of staff development activity in relation to discipline and
positive behaviour. Table 8.2 contains the detail.

Table 8.2 Estimations of how many times, in the last year, teachers (overall, primary
and secondary) have been involved in a staff development activity in relation to
discipline and positive behaviour

Number of times had been Overall Primary Teacher Secondary Teacher
involved in staff development
activity

™) (%) ™) (%) ™) (%)
Never 190 18 110 21 80 15
Once or twice 530 49 238 45 292 54
More than twice 351 33 180 34 171 32
No response 9 1 - - - -
TOTAL 1080 100 528 100 543 100

Notes to table Non-responses were included in the figures for the sample overall. The figures for primary and secondary
respondents were calculated from those who responded to the question only. Percentages may not all add up to 100 due to
rounding. Source: NFER survey of school staff, 2006

8.7  Results show that over four-fifths (82 per cent) of teachers had been involved, at least
once or twice in the last year, in some kind of staff development related to discipline and
positive behaviour. More primary teachers (21 per cent) than secondary teachers (15 per
cent) stated that they had not been involved in such staff development activity. Conversely,
more secondary teachers (86 per cent), than primary teachers (79 per cent), stated that they
had been involved in this type of activity, once or more than twice, in the last year.

8.8  Results from a series of 8 focus groups involving primary and secondary
headteachers, teachers and additional support staff and interviews with local authority
personnel indicated that a plethora of different training sessions and courses are offered to
school staff for behaviour management. Figure 8.1 summarises a selection of the different
types of training cited. However, it should be noted that the majority of the training sessions
were listed from memory and should, therefore, be used to depict a ‘snapshot’ of the training
available as opposed to an exhaustive list of CPD opportunities.
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Figure 8.1 Types of behaviour management training cited by local authority
interviewees and school staff in the focus groups

From 32 local authority interviews

Solution-Oriented /focused training (9) Staged Intervention training (3)

FFI training or planned FFI training (6) Circle of friends & circle time training (3)

Restorative Practices training (4) Dealing with anger & conflict training (3)

Diplomas (4) De-escalation training (3)

Anger management training (4) Emotional intelligence training (3)

Assertive discipline training (4) Dedicated training on developmental disorders —
ADHD & Aspergers (3)

Promoting positive behaviour (4)

Positive handling strategies training (2)
De-escalation/physical intervention training (4)

Attachment theory/disorder training (2)
Additional Support for Learning Act (ASL) training
3) Inclusive practices training (2)

From eight school staff focus groups

Restorative Practices (1) Challenging behaviour course (1)
External speaker events (1) Autism training (1)
PDA (1) General in-school service training (1)

8.9  Overall analysis from all data sets suggests that there is a diverse range of CPD on
offer within Scotland’s authorities; as in line with BB-BL recommendations. However, it
also appears that there are challenges in terms of the range and quality of CPD offered to
school staff and also in terms of actual CPD delivery and accessibility. Many participants in
the school staff focus groups and a number of the individuals in the contextual teacher
interviews all pointed to the need for more practical and proactive training sessions. Many
stated that the current CPD was too “airy fairy” (primary class teacher focus group) and of
“poor quality” owing to its lack of practicality and usefulness.

8.10  Results from the staff focus groups, contextual staff interviews and interviews with all
32 local authorities also indicated that there was a general need for more training dedicated to
behaviour and classroom management. The 2 primary class teacher focus groups pointed to a
lack of courses and a shortage in training provision, with many courses being overbooked.
Furthermore, participants in both additional support staff focus groups requested more CPD
specifically for them. Indeed, as already noted in Chapter Six, participants in one group
called for a national system of training for additional support staff in order to fill this
perceived gap in training provision.

8.11 The issue of supply cover emerged from staff focus groups, contextual staff
interviews and local authority interviews. Concerns were expressed that school staff were
unable to attend much-needed training because of a shortage of supply teachers to cover
classes in their absence.
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“It is a really difficult one because the willingness to undertake CPD opportunities is
there but, basically, if there is no cover then the first thing to go is attendance at a
course” (local authority interviewee).

Nature of local authority support

8.12 A specific question was posed to all headteachers surveyed as to whether they had
received any support or assistance from their local authority to try new initiatives for
promoting positive behaviour. Results reveal that three-quarters (75 per cent) of
headteachers had received support of this nature from their local authority. As Table 8.3 also
shows, there were no notable differences in the responses of primary and secondary school
headteachers.

Table 8.3 The proportions of headteachers (overall, primary and secondary) who have,
and have not, received any support or assistance from the local authority to try new
initiatives for promoting positive behaviour

Local authority support Overall Primary Headteacher | Secondary Headteacher
Number % Number % Number %

Received local authority support 287 75 158 74 129 77

Not received local authority 9% 25 57 27 39 23

support

No response 1 <1 - - - -

TOTAL 384 100 215 100 168 100

Notes to table Non-responses were included in the figures for the sample overall. The figures for primary and secondary
respondents were calculated from those who responded to the question only. Percentages may not all add up to 100 due to
rounding. Source: NFER survey of school staff, 2006

8.13  When asked to indicate the specific type of support or assistance they had received
from the local authority, additional funding or staff support (67 per cent) and advice and
consultancy (66 per cent) were each cited by two-thirds of headteachers overall (See Table
8.4 below). However, there are some differences in the responses of primary and secondary
headteachers for these types of support. Indeed, more secondary headteachers (79 per cent)
reported receiving additional funding or support staff than did primary headteachers (57 per
cent), whereas consistently more primary headteachers (72 per cent) said they received local
authority support in the form of advice and consultancy than did secondary headteachers (58
per cent).

Table 8.4 The type of local authority support received by primary and secondary
school headteachers for trying new initiatives to promote positive behaviour

Type of local authority support Overall Primary Headteacher | Secondary Headteacher
Number % Number % Number %

Additional funding / staff support 192 67 90 57 102 79

Advice and consultancy 188 66 113 72 75 58

Other 27 9 17 11 10 8

No response 3 1 1 1 2 2

TOTAL 410 221 189

Notes to table Multiple response question: headteachers could select more than one option, therefore percentages do not add
up to 100. Source: NFER survey of school staff, 2006
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8.14 Nearly a tenth of headteachers (9 per cent), overall, indicated that they had received
support or assistance of another type from the local authority for trying new initiatives to
promote positive behaviour (See Table 8.4). The main ‘other’ types of support cited were
support for specific types of training, which included, for example, Circle Time training, (45
per cent) and support for specific interventions/approaches (e.g. Staged Intervention) (24 per
cent).

8.15 Participants in the school staff focus groups and all 32 local authority interviewees
were asked to detail the kinds of support they, and colleagues, would receive if they
experienced a difficult incident. A third (12) of local authority interviewees stated that the
support would come from local authority teams who provide behaviour support to schools.
The names for these teams and individuals varied, for example, behaviour support staff;
quality improvement officers; and additional support team staff. However, in evaluating this
support, members of the staff focus groups presented disparate views over the perceived
quality and level of support. The rationale for the different views appeared to focus on the
perceived responsiveness of the authority to address incidents.

8.16  When local authority interviewees were asked whether their local authority had a staff
support/welfare/counselling advisor for school staff, interviewees typically alluded to an
authority-wide support service for council employees, which teachers and school staff could
readily access, but was not dedicated to the sole purpose of providing support to them. A
small number of interviewees (5) did indicate that, within their authority, an education
specific advisor or body of support was available to members of the school workforce
including: a school advisory service; a staff welfare officer; a teacher welfare officer; and a
council-run Care First scheme. Other local authority interviewees also detailed how staff
within schools were being trained up to provide help to other staff by essentially fulfilling the
role of an advisor.

Level of partnership working between the local authority and schools to promote positive
behaviour

8.17 In the survey, school staff were all asked to rate how they thought the education
authority worked in partnership with their school to promote positive behaviour. Table 8.5
shows that, on the whole, ratings from headteachers, teachers and additional support staff
largely clustered around the centre of the response scale, thus indicating that the education
authority was seen by all to work, to a moderately satisfactory level, with respondents’
schools to promote positive behaviour. Headteachers were the most positive in their ratings,
with nearly half (49 per cent) endorsing the level of partnership between the education
authority and their school as either ‘good’ or ‘very good’. In contrast, teachers were the least
positive, with 14 per cent giving a ‘poor’ rating of the relationship: a figure nearly three times
that of headteachers and additional support staff.

8.18 In terms of differences according to the type of school, primary school staff were
generally more positive in their ratings of how well the education authority worked in
partnership with their school than their secondary counterparts. Indeed, over half (53 per
cent) of secondary teachers indicated that they felt local authority partnerships were less than
good, while only one in eight (15 per cent) gave a positive rating, compared to one four (39
per cent) primary teachers. Correlations also revealed that headteachers, teachers and
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additional support staff who gave higher ratings of how the education authority worked in
partnership with the school, also felt more supported by their school.

Table 8.5 Headteachers, teachers and additional support staff (overall, primary and
secondary) ratings of how the education authority works in partnership with the school
to promote positive behaviour

Rating of how the education authority Overall Primary Secondary
works in partnership with the school to
promote positive behaviour

(\)) % (\) % () Y%

Headteacher
Poor 1 22 6 10 5 12 7
2 30 8 12 6 18 11
3 139 36 64 31 75 44
4 139 36 89 42 50 30
Very good 5 49 13 35 17 14 8
No response 5 1 - - - -
TOTAL 384 100 210 100 169 100
Teacher
Poor 1 152 14 36 7 116 22
2 270 25 102 20 168 31
3 351 33 180 35 171 32
4 203 19 140 27 63 12
Very good 5 78 7 60 12 18 3
No response 26 2 - - - -
TOTAL 1080 100 518 100 536 100
Additional support staff

Poor 1 28 6 6 3 22 7
2 61 12 14 8 47 16
3 183 37 58 33 125 42
4 128 26 52 29 76 26
Very good 5 75 15 48 27 27 9
No response 26 5 - - - -
TOTAL 501 100 178 100 297 100

Notes to table Non-responses were included in the figures for the sample overall. The figures for primary and secondary
respondents were calculated from those who responded to the question only. Percentages may not all add up to 100 due to
rounding. Source: NFER survey of school staff, 2006

School-level support

Perceived levels of school support from colleagues and senior management

8.19  As part of the survey, headteacher, teachers and additional support staff were asked a
number of questions that required them to rate a series of statements relating to the levels of
support offered to staff within their school. Although the precise wordings of the questions

were tailored according to each type of respondent, some comparisons can be made between
the questions. Tables 8.6 to 8.8 provides the detail.
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Table 8.6 Headteachers, teachers and additional support staff (overall, primary and
secondary) ratings of how openly they can talk to colleagues about behaviour-related
challenges they experience

Rating of how openly staff | Strongly | Disagree | Neither | Agree | Strongly No Total

can talk to colleagues about | disagree agree agree Response
behaviour-related challenges nor
disagree
(%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%)
Headteacher
‘My colleagues can openly talk about any behaviour-related challenges they experience’
Overall 3 0 2 32 62 <l 100
Primary headteachers 4 0 1 22 73 - 100
Secondary headteachers 3 0 2 46 49 - 100
Teacher
‘I can talk to colleagues openly about any behaviour-related challenges I experience’

Overall 2 1 4 27 66 1 100
Primary teachers 3 2 1 22 72 - 100
Secondary teachers 1 1 6 31 61 - 100

Additional support staff
‘I can talk to other support assistants openly about any behaviour-related challenges I experience’

Overall 1 <1 2 21 74 1 100
Primary additional support staff 2 1 4 20 73 - 100
Secondary additional support 1 <1 | 29 76 i 100
staff

‘I can talk to teachers openly about any behaviour-related challenges I experience’
Overall 1 2 3 31 64 <1 100
Primary additional support staff 1 1 1 21 77 - 100

Secondary additional support

staff 1 2 4 37 56 - 100

Notes to table Non-responses were included in the figures for the sample overall. The figures for primary and secondary
respondents were calculated from those who responded to the question only. Percentages may not all add up to 100 due to
rounding. Source: NFER survey of school staff, 2006

8.20 In relation to statements about school staff being able to openly talk to colleagues
about any behaviour-related challenges they experience, Table 8.6 shows that the highest
proportion of school staff ‘strongly agreed’ with the statement. When analysed by school
sector, primary school staff were more positive in their ratings than secondary staff as
considerably more ‘strongly agreed’ with this statement. Secondary school additional
support staff were more likely to ‘agree’ or ‘strongly agree’ in relation to being able to talk to
other support staff (98 per cent), but were slightly less likely to ‘agree’ or ‘strongly agree’ in
relation to being able to talk to teachers (93 per cent).

8.21 In relation to the confidence that headteachers, teachers and additional support staff
had that senior staff would help them, or colleagues, if they experienced behaviour
management difficulties, Table 8.7 reveals clear differences in the views of different
members of staff. Overall, it appears that headteachers agreed the most that senior staff
would help colleagues if they needed it, followed by additional support staff and then finally
teachers who agreed to the least extent. According to school sector, higher proportions of
primary teachers and additional support staff, than their secondary counterparts, either
‘agreed’ or ‘strongly agreed’ that senior staff would help them if they experienced difficulties
in managing pupil behaviour. There was little difference in the responses of primary and
secondary headteachers.
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Table 8.7 Headteachers, teachers and additional support staff (overall, primary and
secondary) ratings of how confident they are that senior staff will help them if they are
experiencing behaviour

Rating of help senior staff will | Strongly | Disagree | Neither | Agree | Strongly No Total
provide to colleagues for | disagree agree agree Response
behaviour management nor
difficulties disagree

(%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%)

Headteacher
‘Senior staff will help colleagues who are experiencing behaviour management difficulties’
Overall 3 0 <1 21 75 <l 100
Primary headteachers 4 0 1 16 79 - 100
Secondary headteachers 3 0 <1 27 70 - 100
Teacher
‘I am confident that senior staff will help me if I experience behaviour management difficulties’
Overall 6 12 12 34 35 1 100
Primary teachers 5 7 11 30 48 - 100
Secondary teachers 7 17 15 38 24 - 100
Additional support staff
‘I am confident that senior managers in school will help me if I experience difficulties with pupil behaviour’

Overall 2 4 8 33 53 <l 100
Primary additional support staff 2 2 4 27 65 - 100
Secondary additional support ) 5 10 36 47 _ 100
staff

Notes to table Non-responses were included in the figures for the sample overall. The figures for primary and secondary
respondents were calculated from those who responded to the question only. Percentages may not all add up to 100 due to
rounding. Source: NFER survey of school staff, 2006

8.22 Results from the 8 staff focus groups lend support to the results found above, with
many of them describing SMT support as “critical” to teachers. Indeed, discussions in the
primary and secondary teacher groups highlighted the perceived range of senior management
support to teachers, with some stating that their school provided ample support whereas other
openly discussed that they felt unsupported. This lack of support was often attributed to the
senior management being unable to physically provide support when immediately needed.
Often, SMT members were felt to be out of the office or in meetings, with a secondary
headteacher focus group conceding that staff support can be “very time consuming” amidst
all the other pressures of running a school.

8.23 Table 8.8 reveals some clear differences in the perceptions of headteachers, teachers
and additional support staff in relation to awareness of confidential support and counselling
within the school. Headteachers agreed with the statement the most, followed by additional
support staff and then finally teachers who agreed to the least extent. In addition, secondary
staff were much more negative and ‘disagreed’ with the statement than primary staff. Indeed,
one in 3 secondary teachers (33 per cent) felt there was no such support available. Results
from the focus groups and the contextual staff interviews suggest that some schools are trying
to formalise confidential support and counselling structures for their staff. A number of the
contextual school staff interviewees stated that their school now had a behaviour coordinator
(although the titles did vary locally) who was trained to provide advice and support to staff on
behaviour related issues. Other schools discussed that they were hoping to develop this kind
of support through initiatives such as Solution-Oriented Schools.
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Table 8.8 Headteachers, teachers and additional support staff (overall, primary and
secondary) ratings of whether they agree that there is confidential support and
counselling for staff

Rating of their knowledge | Strongly | Disagree | Neither | Agree | Strongly No Total
of confidential support | disagree agree agree Response
and counselling in the nor
school disagree (%)
(%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%)
Headteacher
‘My staff know there is confidential support and counselling within the school if they need it’
Overall 5 3 14 40 36 1 100
Primary headteachers 4 2 10 39 46 - 100
Secondary headteachers 7 5 20 44 25 - 100
Teacher
‘I know there is confidential support and counselling for staff if | need it’
Overall 12 13 23 26 26 1 100
Primary teachers 10 8 23 27 33 - 100
Secondary teachers 14 19 23 25 19 - 100
Additional support staff
‘I know there is confidential support and counselling available for support staff if I need it within my school’
Overall 8 13 20 26 32 1 100
Primary additional support 5 1 20 2% 39 i 100
staff
Secondary additional 9 14 71 27 29 i 100
support staff

Notes to table Non-responses were included in the figures for the sample overall. The figures for primary and secondary
respondents were calculated from those who responded to the question only. Percentages may not all add up to 100 due to
rounding. Source: NFER survey of school staff, 2006

8.24 In the questionnaire survey, headteachers and teachers were asked to estimate how
much time they had spent, in the last full teaching week, giving or receiving informal support
to/from colleagues in relation to indiscipline and positive behaviour. See Table 8.9 below.
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Table 8.9 Headteacher and teacher (overall, primary and secondary) estimations of
time spent, in the last full teaching week, giving or receiving informal support to/from
colleagues in relation to indiscipline and positive behaviour

Rating of time spent giving/receiving Overall Primary Secondary
informal support

() % () % o) %

Headteacher
No time spent 40 10 32 15 8 5
Under an hour 173 45 119 56 54 32
An hour to 3 hours 143 37 58 27 85 50
More than three hours 25 7 3 1 22 13
No response 3 1 - - - -
TOTAL 384 100 212 100 169 100
Teacher

No time spent 210 19 136 26 74 14
Under an hour 616 57 310 59 306 56
An hour to 3 hours 198 18 66 13 132 24
More than three hours 47 4 14 3 33 6
No response 9 1 - - - -
TOTAL 1080 100 526 100 545 100

Notes to table Non-responses were included in the figures for the sample overall. The figures for primary and secondary
respondents were calculated from those who responded to the question only. Percentages may not all add up to 100 due to
rounding. Source: NFER survey of school staff, 2006

8.25 As shown in Table 8.9, analysis showed, in general, the highest proportion of both
headteachers (45 per cent) and teachers (57 per cent) spent under an hour of their time, in
their last full teaching week, giving or receiving informal support to/from colleagues in
relation to indiscipline and positive behaviour. However, twice the proportion of
headteachers (44 per cent) spent over an hour to more than three hours providing support than
did teachers (22 per cent). There were significant differences according to school type, in
that primary school staff generally spent less time giving or receiving informal support
to/from colleagues.

8.26  The issue of informal peer support was discussed in both the staff focus groups and
the contextual staff interviews; with both stressing its importance and indicating that it was
from this that many teachers derive their support. One primary school deputy headteacher
stated that “teachers do a lot of chat with each other” in relation to behaviour issues, which
was helpful and supportive. Another secondary deputy headteacher detailed his school’s
plans to try and tap into this informal support mechanism in order to make it a more formal
part of the school’s support structure. He proposed that staff should join into small groups,
whilst at school, in which they discuss their experiences, and share good behaviour
management practice.

“Peer evaluation on behaviour support..where 2 or 3 members of staff who trust

each other and who may have had some training...can talk to each other and reflect
on their experiences” (contextual school staff interviewee).
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Access to support provisions and facilities in the classroom, school and local authority

8.27 As part of the survey, teachers were asked a specific question about what supports
they had access to when managing a difficult/challenging class. Table 8.10 shows that access
to learning/SEN support for individual pupils was cited by the highest proportion of teachers
(58 per cent), followed by an opportunity to request a referral for a pupil for further
investigation (54 per cent) and then whole-class support, which included classroom and
support assistants (52 per cent). Interestingly, the collegiate support provided by colleagues
and the principal teacher or senior management were cited the least by teachers (46 per cent
and 40 per cent respectively). This may be related to the findings discussed in paragraph 8.22
where focus groups commented on the problem of SMT workloads preventing them from
providing immediate and proactive support. In terms of school sector differences, primary
teachers had access to additional support staff, both in terms of whole-class and individual
pupils, but had less access to support provided by senior management than did secondary
teachers.

Table 8.10 Types of support teachers have access to when dealing with a challenging
class

Types of support Overall Primary Teacher Secondary Teacher
Number % Number % Number %

Whole-class support. (e.g. from 500 52 369 70 140 31

classroom/support assistants)

PT/SMT support 391 40 177 33 214 48

Opportumty to request a referral for 573 54 231 53 242 54

a pupil for further investigation

Support from colleagues 448 46 261 49 187 42

Leamlng/ SEN support for individual 567 58 386 73 181 40

pupils

No Response 81 8 - - - -

TOTAL 2519 1518 1001

Notes to table Non-responses were included in the figures for the sample overall. The figures for primary and secondary
respondents were calculated from those who responded to the question only. Multiple response question: teachers could
select more than one option, therefore percentages do not add up to 100. Source: NFER survey of school staff, 2006

8.28 In relation to support facilities and provisions in school and the wider local authority,
headteachers were asked the following questions: ‘does your school have a ‘time-out’ room
for the short term placement of pupils with behavioural difficulties?” and ‘does your school
have an on-site unit for the longer-term placement of pupils with behavioural difficulties?’.
The majority of the schools did not have a ‘time-out’ room (61 per cent) or an on-site unit
(81 per cent) for the longer-term placement of pupils with behaviour difficulties. Much
higher proportions of primary headteachers (‘time-out’: 82 per cent; on-site: 98 per cent) than
secondary headteachers (‘time-out’: 36 per cent; on-site: 60 per cent) stated that they had
neither provision within their school. However, it should be noted that there may be some
difference in interpretation of the nature of such provisions, as Table 7.1 (see page 79) shows
that half (50 per cent) of headteachers in the survey sample and just over three-fifths (63 per
cent) of teachers indicated that their school had, or had access to, a pupil support base.

8.29  Results from contextual interviews with school staff indicated that those that did have
such provisions on site were finding them effective in terms of reducing low level
indiscipline and providing support to their staff. This finding, however, stands in contrast to
the views of some pupils in the focus groups who did not perceive the ‘time-out’ room to be
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of much effect in overcoming negative behaviour. Indeed, many discussed that some pupils
wanted to be sent to the ‘time-out’ room because they saw it as a means of avoiding work or
a teacher whose lesson they did not enjoy.

8.30 A specific question was also posed to local authority personnel in relation to the level
of off-site provision available to schools within their local authority. In the main, most local
authority interviewees detailed a range of off-site provision for both primary and secondary
school pupils. Indeed, 21 interviewees detailed off-site provision/s for secondary pupils, 15
detailed off-site provision/s for primary pupils and four detailed a provision that was intended
for both primary and secondary pupils. Only 4 interviewees stated that there was no off-site
provision within their local authorities.

Summary

o A diverse range of CPD opportunities was on offer in local authorities, however,
school staff requested more training in general that was of a practical and proactive
nature. An absence of supply cover was highlighted as an issue.

. Nearly three-fifths of headteachers had received some CPD since being in their
current post, which was predominantly provided by the local authority; and the
majority of teachers had been involved in some kind of development activity related
to behaviour in the last year.

. Three-quarters of headteachers had received local authority support for trying new
initiatives for promoting positive behaviour. Most primary headteachers received this
support in the form of advice and consultancy, whilst most secondary headteachers
received support for additional funding or support staff.

. Headteachers, teachers and additional support staff all indicated that the education
authority worked, to a moderately satisfactory level, with schools to promote positive
behaviour. Headteachers were the most positive, followed by additional support staff
then teachers. Primary staff were consistently more positive than secondary staff.

. School staff who gave higher ratings of how the education authority worked in
partnership with the school, also felt more supported by their school.

. All school staff felt generally supported in their school (as measured by the level that
staff could openly talk to colleagues; senior staff would help colleagues; and
awareness of confidential support and counselling in the school). However,
headteachers agreed the most followed by additional support staff and then teachers.
Secondary school staff felt less supported than their primary equivalents.

. The majority of headteachers and teachers spent under an hour giving/receiving
informal support to/from colleagues in the last full teaching week. Headteachers

spent more time than teachers and secondary staff spent more time than primary staff.

. Teachers had access, to a reasonable degree, to a number of supports to help them
with a difficult class. However, primary teachers had access to additional support

116




staff, both in terms of whole-class and individual pupils, but had less access to support
provided by senior management within their school than did secondary teachers.

Most headteachers indicated that they did not have a ‘time-out’ room or an on-site
unit for the longer-term placement of pupils with behaviour difficulties. Higher
proportions of primary headteachers than secondary headteachers stated that they had
neither provision within their school. However, there may be some variation in
interpretation of the nature of such provisions, as Chapter Seven notes that half of
headteachers and just over three-fifths of teachers indicated that their school had, or
had access to, a pupil support base.
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CHAPTER NINE CONCLUSION

9.1 This report has focused on behaviour in Scottish school from a range of perspectives:
local authority personnel, headteachers, teachers, additional support staff and pupils. In
doing so, it has raised a number of issues and concerns which, it is hoped, will stimulate
further debate. The following points are thus raised as final issues for consideration.

9.2 It is important to stress first of all that school staff reported the majority of their pupils
to be generally well behaved, both in the classroom and around school. The current study
replicates many of the key findings of the earlier research by Edinburgh University (Munn et
al., 2004). Low-level negative behaviour continues to be the most prevalent form of
indiscipline encountered in schools. Yet, focus group discussions would suggest that these
are also the most wearing for staff. Headteachers continue to be more optimistic than their
staff about indiscipline, whilst the overall picture remains more positive at primary level than
at secondary. On one level, it is reassuring that, in the intervening period since the earlier
research, there has been no real decline in standards of behaviour nationally. However, it
may be that addressing the common pattern of low-level indiscipline needs greater attention,
particularly given its reported de-motivating effect on school staff.

9.3 Although more secondary school staff reported incidences of indiscipline than their
primary counterparts, the very tiny number of schools where ‘most’ or ‘all/almost all’
children were said to exhibit negative behaviour were actually in the primary sector. Equally,
the very few incidents of physical aggression and violence towards staff reported in the
survey occurred more frequently in primary schools than in secondary. These findings were
corroborated by local authority staff and in staff focus group discussions, suggesting that
cohorts of very young children are embarking on their school careers with often complex
difficulties, or a lack of basic social skills, which can result in behavioural problems.

9.4 Behaviour in schools is neither a single, nor a simple, phenomenon. In effect, the data
presented in this report suggests that there are various ‘world views’ of indiscipline issues
which co-exist within schools and which are dependent on an individual’s status and role
within the institution. Headteachers, teachers and additional support staff all have differing
experiences of the degree and frequency of the positive behaviours and indiscipline they
encounter. Recognising these differences and understanding the perspective of others may be
an important component of any training and professional development in this area.

9.5  Finally, the ‘world view’ of indiscipline held by additional support staff consistently
appeared to be more negative than that of other school staff, perhaps because of their
proximity to the behaviour being exhibited — they may have been working with individual, or
small numbers of, children with challenging behaviour. Analysis revealed that the more
confident staff felt in responding to indiscipline, the less likely they were to report incidences
of negative behaviour. Given that fact that additional support staff in the focus groups
identified an increasing lack of confidence in their ability to deal with indiscipline, this may
well indicate the need for additional support and training for such staff, especially where they
rely on personal experience rather than a professional skill base to handle discipline issues.
At the same time, additional support staff in the survey indicated that they were not regularly
involved in whole-school discussions and training relating to behaviour. The fact that such
activities can often take place after school hours suggests the value of schools giving greater
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consideration to fully integrating additional support staff into whole-school behavioural
issues.
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ANNEX 1 THE INTERVIEW SCHEDULES
LOCAL AUTHORITY TELEPHONE INTERVIEW SCHEDULE
1. What is your perception of the nature and prevalence of indiscipline in primary and
secondary schools within your authority?
Probe - Are there differences between types of school e.g. primary and secondary;
urban/rural?
2. How does your authority monitor and record incidents of violence or bullying in your

schools?

Probe - Have you noticed any trends?

3. What off-site provision is there in your authority for pupils with behaviour
difficulties?
4. What would you identify as examples of effective practice within your authority in

responding to indiscipline?

- at local authority level)

- at whole-school level (any differences between types of school?)
- at classroom level

5. What would you identify as examples of effective practice within your authority in
promoting positive behaviour?
- at local authority level
- at whole-school level (any differences between types of school?)
- at classroom level

6. To what extent do you feel the recommendations of Better Behaviour — Better
Learning have affected practice within your authority in responding to indiscipline
and promoting positive behaviour?

- at local authority level
- at whole-school level
- at classroom level

7. Could you identify any key factors in effective behaviour management?
- at local authority level
- at whole-school level
- at classroom level
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10.

What progress has been made to date within the authority towards reviewing and
developing written policies and guidelines into a single framework (e.g. to include
care, behaviour and inclusion policies).

What CPD do you offer in your authority on behaviour / classroom management?
Probe - What support is offered to individual teachers in your authority if they are
struggling with behaviour issues?
- Does your authority have a staff support/welfare/counselling advisor?

Is there anything else you would like to say regarding the issue of behaviour within

your authority?

THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR YOUR TIME
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CASE-STUDY INTERVIEW SCHEDULE FOR SCHOOL STAFF

Key member of staff — contextual interview

1.

2.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

Could you please outline for me your role in school in relation to behaviour?

Could you just tell me a bit about the pupils involved in the focus groups?
Prompt: type of pupil or behaviour

Are there any contextual/local factors that have a bearing on behaviour in this
particular school?

Is this school involved in any initiatives for behaviour?
For interviewer: e.g. staged intervention (FFI), restorative practices, solution-oriented
schools, motivated school
Does the school have a written behaviour/discipline policy?
If yes: - who was involved in developing it (SMT, teaching staff, non-teaching staff,
pupils, parents)?
- do all staff adhere to it (e.g. is there consistency amongst staff)?
On the whole, how well-behaved would you say pupils are in this school?

Where poor behaviour does take place, is this generally low level or more serious?

Are there any patterns of poor behaviour, e.g. timing (particular lesson/day);
particular year groups, classes or individuals?

Does poor behaviour tend to take place inside classrooms or outside e.g. in
corridors/playgrounds?

Does the school recognise and promote positive behaviour?
If yes: how?

What strategies/approaches are used effectively in this school to manage or deal with
poor behaviour?

Prompt: why are these successful?

Is there support available for members of staff who find it difficult to cope with poor
behaviour?

If yes: what type of support?

What training is available to staff at this school in relation to behaviour?
Prompt: needs/gaps

Is there more you think could be done to further improve behaviour in this school?

THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR YOUR TIME
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CASE-STUDY FOCUS GROUP SCHEDULE FOR SCHOOL STAFF

Questions and prompts for Staff Focus Groups

1.

Could you just say very briefly, what type of school you are from and what your role
is within the school in relation to behaviour? Are there any specific local factors that
have a bearing on behaviour in your school? (Ice-breaker to each)

Nature of behaviour/indiscipline

2.

What sort of poor behaviour are we talking about?
Prompt: - low level, more serious?

What are the key patterns of poor behaviour that you observe in your schools?
Prompt: - does it relate to timing (e.g. time of lesson, day of the week),
particular year groups, particular classes, particular individuals etc.?
- what are the circumstances/issues relating to individuals/classes felt
to be more challenging?

Where does poor behaviour take place in school?
Prompt: - does it tend to be mostly in the classroom, or outside e.g. in
corridors, playgrounds etc.?

What effect does poor behaviour (both inside and outside the classroom) have:
- on staff (does it vary for different kinds of staff)?
- on teaching and learning?

Do staff observe and recognise positive behaviour?
Prompt: - what sort of positive behaviour?
- how do staff deal with/respond to positive behaviour?

Approaches to/support for managing behaviour

7.

In your experience, what works in managing poor behaviour?

(For moderator: examples might be school policies; dress codes, rewards; sanctions
(including exclusion); support bases,; home-school links?)

Prompt: - why are these successful?

What works in promoting positive behaviour?

For heads only

8a Are there structures within the school/LA that help to promote positive
behaviour e.g. bringing pastoral care, learning and behaviour support together;
designated staff including pupil care and welfare/behaviour; discipline
committees etc.?

For heads only

8b Where does maintaining relationships with the local community fir into this
e.g. keeping it informed of development and policy, handling complaints,
promoting the image of the school etc?
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10.

11.

What kind of support have you (or your colleagues in school) received if you/they

have experienced a difficult incident?

Prompt. - any other forms of support/resources needed for effective behaviour?
Management?

Have participants had training in managing behaviour?
Prompt: - what sort of training is available within their LA?
- other needs/gaps in training?

What does it take to develop a whole-school approach to positive behaviour?
Prompt: - what is the best way to achieve this, what changes are needed?

- what time is needed (both staff investment and calendar time)?

- are staff/pupils/parents involved and if so, to what extent?

- what are the key features of an effective whole-school approach?

Experience and confidence of staff

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

How do teachers/other staff feel about:

- pupil-on-pupil verbal or physical incidents?

- incidents directed at staft?

Prompt: how confident do they feel about intervention e.g. de-escalation?

At what point do teachers no longer feel able to cope with misbehaviour?
Prompt.: is it a particular context/incident/behaviour/pupil?

What is the level of awareness amongst staff of Better Behaviour — Better Learning or
other Executive-supported initiatives for behaviour?

What more needs to be done:
- atLA level?

- at school level?

- at classroom level?

- At national level?

Are there any other issues in relation to managing behaviour that you would like to
raise?

Thank you all for coming today and for your very valuable contributions. We hope you
have found it a useful session.
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CASE-STUDY FOCUS GROUP SCHEDULE FOR PUPILS

Questions and prompts for pupil focus groups

1.

2.

10.

11.

12.

13.

Could you please just say which year group you are in?
Do you think pupils in this school are generally well-behaved?

When bad behaviour does take place, what sort of behaviour are we talking about
(e.g. low level or more serious)?

Where does bad behaviour tend to take place?
Prompt: is it mostly in the classroom or outside e.g. in corridors, playgrounds etc?

Does it tend to be particular year groups/classes or individuals that are involved in bad
behaviour?

Does bad behaviour tend to happen with certain teachers?
Prompt: why do you think that is?

What effect does bad behaviour have:
- on you?

- on other pupils?

- on the way you learn?

Do teachers recognise good behaviour? What do they do?
What happens when pupils behave badly?

What sort of things do you think work to stop bad behaviour and help pupils behave
well?
Prompt: why do you think these things work?

Do you think pupils are treated fairly when they behave badly?
Prompt: if yes, why?
if no, why not?

Are pupils in this school involved in deciding the school rules?
Prompt: in what way — check whether any pupil involvement in devising behaviour
and anti-bullying policies

Is there more that your school could do to stop bad behaviour and help pupils behave
well?

Thank you very much for talking to me and for your very useful comments. I hope you
enjoyed the session.
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ANNEX 2 THE QUESTIONNAIRES

QUESTIONNAIRE FOR PRIMARY AND SECONDARY HEADTEACHERS

NATIONAL SURVEY
ON SCHOOL DISCIPLINE

QUESTIONNAIRE FOR PRIMARY AND
SECONDARY SCHOOL HEADTEACHERS

Plansa Faturn the quastionnaire i the pre-pasd afvalops ba:

TERTIARE Ressparch Dats Services, Matoral Foundation for Educational Ressarch,
Thes Misra, Uisasn Park, SLOUGH, SLY 2Z7H

It woulkd e much appreciated if you could rehamn the
R Eonnaire within 3 sk,

BSU 3125-26 CHFER 2000 HQ
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FFF P

P.

YOUR BACKGROUND AND EXPERIENCE

Please indicade your gonder and age

Male [ | Fomaie | | (Panase sk cn box) Age [ vean
Whiat i your current appointment _F (Piss ik one bar)

Do yous wark .7 (P ek crag e

Ftme [ ]  Pateme [ ] Job share_ |

Plaase stabe the apedcaimat beagih ol time pou hive Spent ... (Pl sme b B noses abels rombe]
As 3 mombar of the teaching pioksssion [ | Years

Witk & & Feadieacher [:]'rm

Asa hoadwacher inyourcumenipost [ | Yeans

Have you beld a headiescher post in sy cther schoola? [Fese s oo boa)

fe ) e[ ]
‘On average, how many hours of contact ime, H sy, do you hive with classes per week? (Please
inthade time spent during a registration cless.) (Feas bok one box)
Heo (], Betwsen Jand Shows | | Botwosn 1 and 0hours ||,
Under 2bours ], Betwoen & and 10 howrs | ], More than 2t hours [ )

Which siages, if any, &d you teach during the LAST FULL TEACHING WEEKT (i fiok af 9 appvoprints
GomEs AcroTing i whather F Sl o BRACT I B0 PRTLRY o Scondliey Sl

Mussery [ Pa[ ] Compeet P12 | s ]
O &[] Composte P23 [ | &[]
[ ) Pe[ ] Composta P34 [ | s )
0 ] Composta P45 | | s )
Composte P58 [ | g5 )
Compste PET [ 6 )

Oter ] pussesma [ ]

P
P2
P
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Ta.

0.

1.

Havve you received any training relesmnt io dealing with school discipling since you book up your
CRITONA POSET Fioass tox one box)
v ] e[ ]

IF YES, pleass lick &3 appropriste 1o indicabe the iraining provider. [Pease o af mat an)
Local suhory [

Heve you received arry support or assistance from your local authority 1o by new iniliatives lor
promoting pasitive behaviowr? [Pl sk oo bea)
Ve ] N[ )

IF YES, pleasa tick as appropeiabe bo indicain the fype ol suppor or kesistance received.
[Ploase dc o Sl appiy)

Ackdticral hunding of siaff suppcet | Adtice and consutancy [ |
Other [ | paouso spwe) | ]

Doad youf school have a tlime-oul’ room for the shor-lem placement ol pipils with betirvioural
ditficulties’? [Pie ek o bos)
ves[ ] Mo

Dwoes your school have an on-site unit for longer-demm placement of pupils with behavioural
dilficulties? [P fck oo box)
i JSSiaf ]

Usinig & seabe of 1.5, how do you rate the parents of pupils 81 your schoed, in terma of their general
supporthrerness T Pl crce ot surmdee]

Mo supportive a1 al  frra Asrel S b Very supportiva
Plaass usa this spacs bo add any comenenis
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",

BEHAVIOUR IN THE CLASSROOM
POSITIVE BEHAVIOUR IN THE CLASSROOM

Thinking abeat your school overall, plesse estimale what proportion of the school rell you think are
generlly well behaved during o leason. (Paiss i ooe bex

Abjaimostal [ ] Mest[_ ], Seme[ ], Fow[ |, Moo/ aimestnons |

Win have listed below some pxamples of different fypes of pesitive pupll behavioar which eachers
sapaeiancy during the course of thelr CLASSROOM TEACHING. Over the LAST FULL TEACHING

WEEK, pleasa Indicatn, from your parspactive, how clien each bype of Bebaviour was sxhibited.
[P Crcie o reambe 7 T o]

i
i
i
i1
i

Pugils artiving Wi the comect gt
Pugsls dcwing nstructons

Pupils satting cown quedy

Pupils: contributing o class descussons 1
Pupils siening fo cthors” viows respeciially i
Pupils istaning o T taachar respectdly 1
Pupils keonly engaging with thoi tasks 1
Pupils politely seekung leacher help g pangrandigy 1
Afertiv, rinnsted pupls 1
Pugsls aftiving promptly lof clases 1
Lessors tat are caim, relaxed and enjoyabia 1

-
L]
L]
-

=

PR3 R3 RY 3 RE BF B3 B3 B B
L W B G % & £ &3 & B8
= k k& & = & o = e
th Gt dh G A R R A B AR

Pleasi usa this space io add any commants

JE——
I

1
—

NEGATIVE BEHAVIOUR IN THE CLASSROOM

Thinking abeat your schoel oworall, ploate estimaly what propertion af the schoal rall you think s
generally badly behaved and [ or difficult bo deal with, (#iease scx o soa)

Afamostat [ ] Most[ ], Som[ ] Faw[ ], Mons/aimostnone| |,
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15, W have Esbed below some examples of diflenen types ol pupil behaviour which teachers have bald
15 Ehoy have fo deal with during the course of their CLASSROOM TEACHING. The list is nof istended
o b exhaustive. Please indicaln hew irequently each behaviour hes either been refermed on o you, or
besn encounderad direcily by you, over tha LAST FULL TEACHING WEEK. [Pt ol ona number in aach
= -

Siverdl  Onod Jord  Onpar  Wols  DenX
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M Sexis! abuse or harassment ol other pupils 1 2 3 4
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P Aacst abuse lowards you 1
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R Gonoral vickal abuss fowards you
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T Physical violenos owards other pupils
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U Prescal pggrosnn owards you g saueing | 2 4
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¥ Pupis missing lessons (e mancy) 1 2 3 & 5
Pleasa usa this space 1o add any commants
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162, |5 the pattern of oocurences, described in Guestion 15, typical of the eneral clESSN00M CIPErncn
In your School? [Pk s one bor)
s ] W[
16b. IF NO, phease describe why nob
f )
LN

17, From the list in Question 15, pheass ghne tha lottors of up 1o 3 behaviours that hawe had the grealest
negétive impact e the leaching experienca of your stafl during the LAST FULL TEACHING WEEK.

1Dmi-u EC]m-m 3 [ ] oo

BEHAVIOUR AROUND THE SCHOOL AND WITHIN THE
SCHOOL COMMUNITY
POSITIVE BEHAVIOUR ARDUND THE SCHOOL AND WITHIN THE SCHOOL COMMUNITY

18, Thinking about all the behavicur you encounter amund scheol, how mary pupdls do you find
generally well behaved? [Pudss s oo boad

Ajaimostal | ], Mest [ |, Some[ |, Few[ ], Mons/aimostrona[ |,

18, W have listed mmwumwummmmm
have bold us they encowrier during the ccams of their duthes. AROUND THE SCHOOL. Taking your
experience during the LAST FULL TEACHING WEEK, plesse indicate how freguently you encountened
wdeh byps of bebaviour. [Piase crc o e in s e

Skl a2 Jord Onca o Motat WA

‘Himess aday T 3 wice 3 ali

daily WATE ek
Pugls. ctivaly Py s Db 1 2 3 4 5 B
Py taking s 1 2 3 4 5 ]
Pupds. sraforn ol ue of achool lacles

during beesks. (8. the rary. spos laciises)
PLpits engiaed in plrying (ame: a0 S0 Kgter
Pupils quowuing in an onderdy mannir

Prugsls: reespocing fodet | Brosak [ chosknad it
Pupds usng ks s

Pupis (reatng staft plaacsantly

Puspils challorging others’ regaive behaviouw
Plodbe i This 8paci b B Sy commenly

[ )

=xn

NEGATIVE BEHAVIOUR AROUND THE SCHOOL AND WITHIN THE SCHOOL COMMUNITY

20.  Thinking abowt all Ehe Behavicur you encounber around school, how many pupils do yoi find
ganarally badly behaved and | or dificult to deal withT Pieass s oo b

Abfaimostad [ | Most [ ] Some[ ] Few[_], o/ aimcst cone[ |
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21, Wo have ligied bebow scme examples of ditferont types of pupil behawiour which teaschers have told us
they have encountened during the course of their duties ARDUMID THE SCHOOL. Taking your
‘gaperignce during the LAST FULL TEACHING WEEK, pleass indicale how frequently each behaviowr
_ﬁmhmrimﬂmumwhnm*ﬂﬂfmmﬂwwh-ﬂmd

Sarweral Dwaeay Jord Detoor  Hole

agwy  Gmesa  heice ol
Wk

i

& Fusning in thi comidor

B Urerukness whild wiitng (e &0 ente’ clasirooes, kof knch)
C Srowing lack of congam lor oy

D Peetamay rlnges shosl et

E Chesiy or impertinent remaks: of nesponses
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@ Leanving school promises withoul pemmisskon
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23, From the list in Question 21, please give the letiens of up 1e 3 behavkours that have had the greatest
riegative impact on stall duties arsund the schoal during the LAST FULL TEACHING WEEK.

P[] e ey 2 [ e iens 3 [ eeemg
24, How froquently, if at all, do you recsive complaints from the general public, lotal community o the
midla about the condiact of your puplls outside the school promises Y Pl ok soe o)

I you indicated you trequently’ or “sometimes’ necelve complaints abou the condued al your pupdls:
outsice the school premises, please compleie Question 25, otherwise please go bo Question 23,

5.  What has boon the basls of theas complainta? Fiaass for al ful sl
Chesky or impartinant remarks i (), Physicel destrucsveness (],
meemkars of Fa public {15, brousting, cbmcts, lamaging propery]

Verkal abuss towards &y ndhadual D: Genersl rowdiness, horseplay or mucking abot [::I,_
0. O pups, it mamban of T fubic)

Physical aggrussson kwards a1y rdrvidial Ant-social banaviour
fiLg. othar g, u:ruu.-nﬂn pubsic * (np smoking, swearng, shouting) D"
Other [, Posse scty) ]

PERCEPTIONS OF PUPILS' NEEDS
CHALLEMGING CLASSES AND PUPILS
2. Inyour school, aro thero particular stages of pupil causing the groatest difficulty for your st in
reapact of behaviour? (Piaids S of S ipyops boess hooning fo whtsr I schod oo Rich in B 3 penary of
secomday schoo]
Nursary [ Pa(] s1 (] Al stages dificut ]
B [ | 52 [ | None parsiculary difficut ||
p2 () pe() ga| | Too varable o jucge [ |
s () P7[ ] s4 [ ]
558 |

2. Inyour experence WHEN s indiscipling most likely o cccur in your schesdl T | Ples o of il gl
Before the schadl day begns |:]1 Lunchtime D‘mumunmml’:}’
Durgmoming casses [ | During ahemoon casses [ |,

Moring braak [, Mtemconbooak ),

133



208, bn your experience, WHERE |s Indiscipline mosi Bely to occur in your school? Plasss s ol sut apphd

Coridors and stairs (], Tolatarsas [[), Outsida schoclprocincss ]
Sehool playgound of fard D; Dining Paall | ey E]’
Clseacora Wi W

Qe[| (Pasa spocity [ J

28 Inmany schools there are structured and staged approaches bo intervention in resporss lo
indiscipling, How often, in your opinien, are the fellowing spproaches laken in your school?

Piaata ok ona nomber in pacl row)
Frequently Sometimes  Rarly L]

Fefarral o an n-echodl Suppon base fof pupl Ime-oul 1 2 3 ]
Ralneral 0 & oy mambee of siaf (805 guidenes, Bahindsdr fappas) 1 g 3 4

Prsterral for specrtc miarverton 1o change etavicur
(0. anger muraemacn) 1 2 3 1
Festerral for echusin 1 2 a f

Plarrobed Sugp0n and heip %7 e teachie (a g moppod sirstegy orss®) 1 2 3 4

MANAGING BEHAVIOUR
SUPPORT FOR STAFF

30, Below is a list of stalements relafing to the overall lovel of suppert offered to teachers in pour school,

Using a scale of 1 - 5 (with 1 being ‘strongly disagees’ and 5 belng ‘strongly agres’) phease Indicate
the exlent to which you agree with each statement. (Pl civie oo rmber i sech s

et
Stongly  Disagres - hgree l:':-“
My cobeaguss can openky sl about any
befanviour-related chalenges thoy (eperiinge 1 2 a 4 [

Servor shall wil heip coleagues who e Expenencng
behaviour managemend dificuiios 1 z 3 4 g

My st kraw Teve s conbdental suppo and coussbng
Wit s 5chni £ Iy nesse] f 1 z | : 5

My stat! ke o & conlidental suppod and coursesling
pricind By o educhion Buthamy i 2 3 4 5

I irvvchem oy staft in discussions: about Improving bebariows
ifi T iy el Al Baast Snoe & Yol 1 2 3 4 5

iy stal contribute kaas and provide Support 10 ofer
velipirguins mogandng pupd Dirhavgur | i 3 4 5

Stafl have parsiciated in e deveiopment of
e sohoels balariour polcy i 2 3 4 5
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TIME SPENT

3. Piease estimate bow much time you personally spend in ihe LAST FULL TEACHING WEEK ...
{Ploas Bk ooy bOX i pach i)

o iz} Boers

BB B 88,

l:l:l Lrachest Babor Mo
Undgrimicng specific activities in your school o promole positve
mmwmmmmwm[}
Deairg witn rdsopre ]
Wiowiing with ciher pasnecs or membess of e school community

[l oma-Ecton b B, o workens, wacial werkens o okrary
sgeecis) in plarvieg, deveioping o deiverng acsvies mschodl ||
Giving of iscsiing inksrmal suppod 1 J from coliagues

i1 reiator o ckscpéne and posine behaour [

Plarnng of peoadng behiiour suppoe i indradeal popds D

aesEss e
a8 e 88

Tashars] o P ersts Alind Defupocut [Encioeds pidecty’ seprirngs| D

H2. I yeu spant scene lima lest weak (alking to parents, what was the focus of these discussions?
[Py Soik on Dox)

Miostly positive feerback on ther chic's behaviour [:]lnmmﬂmw[:]:_
an I svaour

Mostly regative fescback on thei chidfs betaviour | |,

gt ]

33.  Thinking back over the LAST YEAR, which membsers of the school community Fave been actively

irvatved in diseussing and developing sirsiegies related o discipling and the prometian of pasitive
behaviaur in your school? (Pssss i of ma ago|

Tooches [ | Homeschoolkstaf | | School coretakees | jandors | B
Parerts (] Socal weers (), School meal staff fcocks / senving stat) ),
Puits [ ], Educational peychologiets [ |, Lunchiime assistants | 8

Yourworees (), Lesmingsppotsut [ ],

Other || Pssa spucty [ ]
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POLICIES AND APPROACHES ON INDISCIPLINE IN SCHOOL
EXPERIENCE OF SPECIFIC APPROACHES

3. Below is o list of approaches that some schools and classroom beachers wse bo endounage positive

behaviour and evercome negatine behaviour, Ploass indicabe whither any of the approaches are
curranily used within your school. (Pl cics on nomiser i aach rosd

Yet-uipd  Ho-molused  Awsilabe b ey
it

Fusies. and resards. for pupils
Citerorahip | parbopabon, acivises
Echool urilorm

T provmobion acihhes
Duckying | paar mastaring
Paten! suppod Boivises

g m m Q@ O @ B

Frtntia gyttt gt
Pupd sppert base
Ieeisgrinked Sae oo

A bohavicur | disciping polcy
Ar mk-bultying pobcy
Biehaouir oorinalor (a f TaRsd coliages oBerg

- O F B - x = — I

Lisavming) programmes iy socal, comeuniciaion and
behaviour sidiis

Rpper on balanion i ik i Stagee] Iterartion (FFIY

Inaenacs) DR | ingt on Dahaiour

R Pariners from other agancis abla 1 suppent pupls

with ot S50

5 A muiidieoiplnany grosp o plan childen’s suppont

T Specials cormularcy
[ g sl gt iogrts, auonTy ademon.

U ‘Whole-school intiabves such a6 Rlesiomitve Pracices,

Matheatesd Schonl, or Saiusen - Dremted Schoot
¥ Py actely rived i evelopng reas ad
activitios in the school ja g pupd coun]

W Pupids acively voived in developing B schoal
SITATGTT (.. 800 chool propch

X Pupily mobooctng derady (ciffeneed matonalies, dastites|

Phease uso this space 10 add any commants

i vy
wchasd

e o M g BRIk ko Y

ey

MMMMMM%

B B3 B3 PR3 PRI B3 R3 RA R

L]

“wEwfwig

Eiiufﬂuwﬂ
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3.
d5a.

b,

.

Ha,
Hhb.

EFFECTIVENESS

From the Bt in Quostion 14, plexse give the letiers of up to 3 strategies | appeoaches tha have beer

the mast helphs in encouraging positive behavicur and cvercaming negative behavioar in your
schocl.

1 [ ] tmeinss 2 [ weienes 3 [ ] e iensn
On & scale ol 1-5 [with 1 being ‘not eMlective at all’ and § being wery eMective’), please rate how
effective, as a whole, the appeoaches detailed in Question 34 hawe beenin ...

- promoting positive behaviour in the clssroom and the schooll Pl s o nemtae)
Mol efectre ot all | 2 I 4 § ey efecie

— responding o Indiscipling In the classroom and tha schedl [Peass orole e rumber)
Moteflechpniol 1 2 3 4 5 Veryolwiw

OVERALL ASSESSMENT OF DISCIPLINARY CLIMATE

On & scale ol 1-5 (with 1 being ‘very serious’ and 5 being ‘nol serious i all’). please rale how serous
youl think the problem of indiscipline (3 in your own school a5 & Wholt, Piase oo oo sumben
Vopseioos 1 2 3 4 5 Motsciousalal

Do you foel that pupil vicknce is a problem in your school? P ik tee]  Yas| | Mo |
IF YES, plaase specify which of the following types of viskence I8 & problem. [Fesw ek of mur s

Veckl abuse | aggression pupl o pepd | | Virhal abusa | aggrossion towards teachers ||,

Physes vioianos pupd 19 pupd Physical vioience fowards leachers
8.3, pereing, kickng, Reackmng) [ ], 8.5 purcting, keking, Peactuing) [ B

hmmmmmmhmmmmmo uu[:]
IF YES: how many times? [ |

Did you report this Incldent? vos[ | W[ ]
IF YES: who did you report the incident ta? | |

Using & scale of 15 wilh 1 baing ‘poor’ and 5 being ‘very geod'), please describe ..

[Piudits £anri s N T BT o]

B cvirall thos of yeur school Poe 1 2 3 4 B Veygood
e cuakty of leadership provdad

%y senkce 53 in your school Por 1 2 3 4 5 Veygood
- oo ] 5P e, L 1 iy 900

e Tz lewed o colieggiaty]. Poor 1 & 3 & 5 ‘eoppood
- hows the pducation AUty WO 1 PARETERD Wi

yousr Bchans 10 prOmhn pirite it Por 1 2 3 4 5 Veyged

Please aitach any further comments you would like 1o add on a separale sheel.
THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME AND FEEDBACK
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QUESTIONNAIRE FOR PRIMARY AND SECONDARY SCHOOL TEACHERS

BSU 3125-26

NATIONAL SURVEY
ON SCHOOL DISCIPLINE

QUESTIONNAIRE FOR PRIMARY AND
SECONDARY SCHOOL TEACHERS

Please rebum the guestionnaine bn the pre-paid ervelope fo:

Resoardh Dala Services, Mabonal Foundaion for Educational Research,
T Bhare, Liplon Park, SLOUGH, SL1 27N

it would be much appreciated if you could return the
quaestionmaing within 3 weeks,

© NFER 2008 TQ
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g

YOUR BACKGROUND AND EXPERIENCE

IFOU ARE & PART-TIME MEMBEER OF STAFF WORKMNG IN WORE THAN ONE SCHOOL, PLEASE ANZWER
THESE GUESTIONS IN AESPECT OF THE SCHOOL THROUGH WHICH YOU RECENVED THIS QUESTIONHARE

Piase indicate your gender and age.

Mo [ Female | | P ok oo by Age [ veas

Whaad ks yomr currenil appointment ...7 [Fiane ek one box
Pemanent | | Tomporary [ | Probaonary [ |

D0 yous work .. 7 Plakss fick one bca) Fultime || Pattime| | Jobshase [ |
Plaass sinbs e approximale length of lime you have spent _ (Plass somas i Hs naes shois nemte]
WDty A% & leacher i Serdolz) [ ] Years

Working as & leachar in your presant school | | “ears

Do you hedd anry of the Teliewing roles in schoel? Pkase ick o Rl sl

Principal leacher D‘ Regrstration | house ltor |:|‘
Pastoral care [porscral support | | Deputyheadteacher [ ]
Bohaviowr | Maming support [ ]

School development raporsites ['_]_mml _ _ ____J
Othor school ol || Pasasesomch ]

On average, how many hours of contact time do you havne with your class'es per wek? (Pleases
include time spent during a registration class.) Fiase s o fo

Undiée 5 heurs [[], Beweentiang20mows [ |,
BetweenGand tihowrs [ | MommanZibems [ ],

Which steges did you leach during the LAST FULL TEACHERG WEEKT (Peasa fiok af #w appopeiis bosss
acooving I whalue Fu Scfasd pocs 6ac i B 3 RNy of Saconairy sohon

Musey[ |  Pa[ ] CompostePi2 [ | Compesterse | s | ss[ |
P1 [ ] Ps[ ] Composser23| | Compesterar| | s2[ | s |
P2 ] P8[ ] ComposieP3u [ ] s3]
Pa [[] P[] CommwsmePus | ] s ]

Otwr [ ] Peasesucy | )
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Pleasis comnplets QUESTION T i you teach im & secomdany schoal
If you teach in a primary school, please ga fo QUESTION &

7. What are the subjects thal you beach most frequently this school year? Please stabe up 1o thros
subjects.
Moet baquently taught subjoect | B ]
Second most kaquently taught subject | |
Thind most Foquendy taught subject | : R

BEHAVIOUR IN THE CLASSROOM

POSITIVE BEHAVIOUR IN THE CLASSROOM

B Inheow many of the lessons that you teach on a regular basis do you find pupils generally
well babaved? [Ploase fck oo bax)

Mramostan ] wkst( ] some[ ] Few| ], Monelaimostoone[ |

S We hawe lisbed below some axamples of diferent bypes of posithee pupll behaviowr which teachers
experience during the course of Bheir CLASSAOOM TEACHING. Over the LAST FULL TEACHING

WEEK, please indicate how irequently you experienced sach type of pupll behaviour.
[Plgarng cioly G ngrmber i gech o)

Puplis amiving with tha comect aquipmen 1
Pugils lolowing instnciions 1
Pupils setfieg down quackly 1
Pupils conbibuting 1o class discussions i
Pugits Epning i OIS Wews nEspectiully 1
Pigils ssaring 10 e Wachss respicmiily 1
Pupils kesnly sngaging with ther tisks 1
Prapits politely seeking teaches help (u.g. pulteg hand ugh 1
Antoriiot inlevaston pupsls. 1
Puapils arriving promplly fof classes 1
Lisssons; that ang: caim, nebunsd and enpyable: 1
Please use this space 1o add any comments

B ORI OB ORF ORI ORI R ORF R B R 'I
e B R R B A O W W R W g;
N T T T T T T T T T gi

mwmuaumumum[f

REGATIVE BEHAVIOUR IN THE CLASSRODOM

10 I b many ol e lessons that you leach of a regullir basis do you find papils generally
badly bahaed and [ or difficult to deal with? Pl ek ose bea)

Mjaimostal [ ] west[ ], Some[ ], Few[ ], Meone/aimostrone[ ],

3
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11, W haws Esiad below some examples of different types of pupil behaviour which feachers have 1okd
s they have to deal with during the courss of teir CLASSROOM TEACHING. The list is not imended
I be exhaustive. Taking ALL the lessons you have taught during the LAST FULL TEACHING WEEK,
plese inchate how irequssitly you had 1o deal with sach type of pupil Behaviour,
PR Gl £ ST 7 S )

Soverel  Dace Jord  Onchor Molm
mes  aday  lmeas  imices Al
sy L] week

A Taling oul of furm [a.g, By muaking ssmari, calieg o,
desiracting others by chafiering] i 2 3 4 &

B Making unecessany (non-wwbal) nome
(.. by scrapeng chasrs, banging otyacts, mowing chamsiy) 1 3 3 4 5

C Hardanng oihes pugedi (s g by datracting em fom wor,
FierleTng Wi D07 B 1

ﬁlﬂuﬂdmﬂﬂﬂm 1
i bing punciel (g, toing Weg & o) 1
Presistently ininging clarss nulas fi.g. pupl behavioer, safty) 1
Eaing | chewing in class 1

Caloulated wliongss or work avoiance
(g, celrying siart i Wi Sat, irpguent el 10 oo 1 Tl o) 1

| Chessdoy o impartingnt ramarncs of BRspOnses 1
J Genoml nowdnass, horeply of mucking sbout i
K Lisa of mobile phones |/ iexting 1
L Prysical destructventss

3. brasking cbiects, damaging fumiture and labric) 1
M Racist sbuss tomaeds other pupils 1 2 : | 4
N Sexis abuse or harassmant of oiher pugsls. 1 2 3 4

0 General varbal Biuse bowasds othés pupl
(g ol of M ling remari) 1 F a 4 ]

P Facis shuss Somet yiu 1
G Seoisl abeese or harassmant iowarnds you 1 2 3 4

A Genetsl verbal sbuse howasds yos
(4.3 DESFA, PALSAT, Pl &F Ty Miefuh i) 1 Z 3 4

S Ptryeacal agjresssos iowanis ol pupls (e by poshing, squarng up) 1 z a 4
T Physical violorce iowands oiher pupds

(83 panching, icking. had Bursng. wii o @ whapon) 1 ) 3 'l
U Prysical Bopression wans you (a.g. by pushing, squarng o i

¥ Phrysical vicleros lowards you (e purching,
ktking, P buting. st of 4 weapon) 1

W Pugls witdrwing frof InSrachion with ofan | you 1 2 3
X Puglls missing lassons [ag. husncy) i
Phesvioe uiser s e ta add any comments

l , J

X & Mmoo
B R By KE P
W W O
I A
BN UM KN AR G

Bd KR R R
L Lk B LR
& Ok & o
L= I

3
e oam
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128 |5 the pattern of occurences, describad in Duestion 11, typlesl of your gonaral classnonm axparkns
i yromar scheool T (Pleass ik ooe box)

Y ] N[ ]
12b. IF MO, pleass describa why not

13 Onascale of 1 - 5, {with 1 being ‘extremely difficult” and & being ‘not difficult at all’) please rabe how
AitficLit you Tound £ 10 Geal weh the regative berusicurs. you hawe reporied in Guestion 11,
{Pigare Cirche Dna nomer]

Entrisrmasy @yl 1 2 3 4 5 A bl

14.  From the st in Question 11, pleasa give the letters of up %o 3 behaviours that have had the greatest
negative impact cn your teaching experience during the LAST FULL TEACHIRG WEEK.

1 Wi et ?ilﬂﬂ.‘l:l :i[_—]rm--:r

£y

BEHAVIOUR AROUND THE SCHOOL AND WITHIN THE
SCHOOL COMMUNITY

POSITIVE BEHAVIOUR AROUND THE SCHOOL AND WITHIN THE SCHOOL COMMUNITY

15,  Thirking aboist all the behavicar you encounber anound school, how many puplls do you find generally
well behaved? (Fisse ik one 2ea)

Miamostal [ ] Moat [ ], Some[ | Fow[ |, Mooa/akwstnona |

16. W hve isbed below soene examphes of different fypes of poditive pupd behavicur which ieachers
hawe liold us they encounier during the courss of their duties AROUND THE SCHOOL. Talking your
axparishes during the LAST FULL TEACHING WEEK, please indicate how ireguently you sncouniend
aach type of bahaviour. [P o one number i sch ow)

arearnl Orca Jord Crca oo Hot ok Wik

times aday Hmea  fwicea all

daly ek CL
Puapits Bciivly Raipeng Fesr DoE 1 Fd E 4 ] E
Pugals taking tufms 1 E 4 i 6
Pl maldng podit i of sohodl Baclites

UG Draaics iy o vy, igerts Lt 1
Pugis: erxpapec in plryine (pames and sports ogether 1
Prupals queung i an ordisly mannés 1
Puupils spspacting fodet | break / cloalooom amas 1
Plgs weierey bt ey 1
Pgals. grisedi) 514l plaariantly 1
Pupsls; chalenging cihers’ nagative babrviowr 1
Pleass uio B 3pace o pdd sy commenia

[ ]

R RE OPD A RE RR RO
LF ded A o b b L
o d b e s R
im h @R 4R dE O AR
LU I T -
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NEGATIVE BEHAVIOUR AROUND THE SCHOOL AND WITHIN THE SCHOOL COMMUNITY

17.  Thinking sboui all the behaviour you encownier arcand schoel, how many pupls do you find genernlly
bsdly behaved and | o difficull b desl with? (Pease ok ane box)

Migmostal [ ) Most[ | Some[ ) Few[ ), Mone/aimostnone| |

18 'We have listed below some examples of diflerent types of pupil behaviour which teachers have lold us
they have encouniend the course of their duties AROUND THE SCHOOL. Talkdng your
expefience during the LAST TEACHING WEEK, please indizabe how frequently you encountered
wach type of bethaviour, (Pl crci oo sumb in ot ol

‘Epwrral
Lmes
ity

1

1

1

1

1

i

|

1

i

i

“MMMMMMM"!

Onoror  Nolal
i & al
A [Rusrning in the cosmidor

Unrulingss whils maiing) (w.g i snier classserss, b k)
Showing lack of congesm for offers

Prrsistentty infringing school nues

Chesky or impsaringnl remarks of iesponias
Lestirring i protibied arids

Lierving achool prasmises wihou! permisson

Genatal pigd rowidinedd, horsaplny o mucking aboint
L o ooty Pt | ey

Prrysscal Gersirucyseris (4§ bridiong olpeis. damagry
Fumiture and Esbrc)

Pliscesd abwrsd owirc offest pupds: 1
S mhvsas of harasamans of o pupis i
Garsarall vl Aarsi Wward o Dugds
(o ofenss o insullie) rmanks ) 1 2
M Flacst sbuse lowards you 1 ]
Sexist shuet o harasimin warnds pou 1 2
P Ganenal vacbal aluse warnds you

(o oflergg, irauling, nsokal seTars) 1 2
O Physacal ageessnn Iowards offer pupls
(O T —— 1 2

R Physcal vickenog bowards other pupls
(0.3 punching, kadkrg, hided bullrg, wbi of 3 maion) i 2

S Physcal agyrassion kwards pu
.. by pashing. squarng upl 1 g
T Physical vickncs kewards you ia.g. sunching,
Sackorg. Peand bufng wse of weapon)
U Pupis deliberately sxcuding offars
Y Pugiie witfvirmaing Wom PIEeacion wih Do
W Pugds g
Please uis this space 10 add any comments

[ ]

bt
4
'l
fl
fl
4
i
i
4
i
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188, s the patlern of cocurences, described im Cuestion 18, typical of your gineral experience around
your school? (Piaass s one ko)
Yoo ] N[ ]
186, IF MO, please desoribe why not.

20 Onascake of 1 - 6 [with 1 being ‘extremely difficull’ and & Being ‘nod difficult at all'), please rate how
difficult you found it o deal with the negative behaviows you have reporied in Cuoestion 158,
(P cirtde ol i)

Extrasmaly ficul i 2 3 4 K Wt dficult at 2l

2. From the list in Gusstion 18, pleass give the befiers of up i 3 behaviourns thai kave had the greabest
negative impact on your duties around the seheal during the LAST FULL TEACHING WEEK.

1) i e 2 [ ] mawseinny 3 [ ] mesiesn

PERCEPTIONS OF PUPILS’ NEEDS
CHALLENGING CLASSES AND PUPILS

SECOMDARY: If you teach in & secondary school, please complete QUESTIONS 22 to 28 with
regard to the most DIFFICULT class that you teach this schood year,

PRIMARY: If you fteach in a primary school, please complote QUESTIONS 23 1o 28 with regand 1o
the class that you MAINLY teach this year.

SECOMDARY OMLY

2 Many teachers have fold us that they find some of their classes mone difficult bo deal with then
cthers. How many of the classes you are currently ieaching on a regular basis do you find difficull 1o
cheall with'? |Pless oci onw poa)

More thanhalf [ ] Less thanhal | | None ],
Apouthat [ ] oneorwo ||,
I you incicated that you have no clisses which you find difficult 1o deal with, plsase oo to QUESTION 29,

23, Thinking about your most dificult / main class, how masy male and female puplls ane thsn in this
class?

Mumber of male pupis | | Humber of female pupls | | Total | |

T
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2a. Piease indicate how the pupils have been allocated fo this class. (Passe s ons b0
Set | streamad by subject [ | Mixed abiifes ciass [ |

296 OF SET [ STREAMED, wha! is the stiainmant bevel of the class W in comparison with ather pupils in
this age range?

5. What year groug ara the puplls in this class? Year group |:]

6. 'What propertion of pupils in this class has sdditional Suppon needs? (Fuss ik o boe)
mEL Vory bew [_]: Up 102 quaner [:L m"m[:ll

Z7. Hasthe compasition of this class been influsnced by decisions about discipling or pupil behaviour
[problems? (Passs ik oo bar)
Yes || Mo [ Dontinow [ |

28. Do you have access bo amy of e lollowing supports b help you manage this class?

{Pstes tok o8 Fual agpe]
Whole-class suppor
S . AT OO B Y [:l. Supesrt from colicagues D;
PT/ SMT spport [ ], Laaming / SEN support for indhvidual pupis [ ],

Opporhunity io requast a releeral
for & pupi o furthar ivestigation | |

23 Inmany schools there are Structured and staged approaches to infervention iin responss 1o

indiscipling, How often, in your opinion, are the following appeoaches taken in your school?
(PR S Y ALrabr i o )

Froquestly Sometimes  Farsly Riarienr
Relerral o an in-achool suppon Bess lor popd Bme-oul i B 3 i
Feaderral b & ity mamber of S35 je.g. pusdanos, beharowr suppor) 1 2 3 [

Radorral for spaciic infanmantion Io changs bahavious
leg arger managem) 1 P A

Balerral fof sxthrstn 1 2 3 4
Panned support and help for the leacher (i sepon shmegy or el 0 ] - | 4

E
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MANAGING BEHAVIOUR

SUPPORT FOR STAFF

3. Below is a list of sislements relsting bo ihe overall level of suppan alfered Lo beachers in your school.

Using a scale of 1- 5 [with 1 being ‘strongly disagree’ and § being ‘strongly agree’) pleass indicate
thee: exbemt to which you agree with sach stabement. (Fias sl or umbe n pch el

Stoaglt  Dlagres  Melher  Agres  Strongly
ey o gre

I £an Tk i colisagus cpenly S0LE &%y
behavicur-nslated challenges | expenence 1 2 3 4 5

| am conddant thal senior stall will heip me i
| Expanandd ahaiol Manademen Gfyules 1 2 3 L] &

| ks Hhene i confidintial support and courssling
for saal i | raed it 1 - 3 4 5

Wy Cobnagpans and | ang: Mgy Mviiapd i desiksan
ol improwing Deharaour i e whols school 1 2 k| 4 §

| comiribule e and peovida suppo 1 sy ollaaguas
regrarding pupll behaviour 1 2 3 4 5

YOUR CONFIDENCE

3.  Using a scaln of 1-5 (with 1 being “not coafidant at all* and 5 baing ‘very condident’). plaass rabe kow
confident you ane in your ability 1o ...

HE. ... promobe posithng bahaniour im your classnodm. [Pl crok one nomber i sk i)
Hid conbghan o ad 1 i 4 4 3 YTy ol

NE . respond 16 indisciphine in your classroom.
Molcorbceettad 1 2 3 4 5 Veryconldent

I Mease indicale whether the approaches | strabégies ligled below would make you mans confident in
your sbility 1o promote pasithe Betaicur and respond 1o indiscipling in your classroom.

[Phoara fick one bow i aaah ow)

A colnague mvailable 1 give confidential advice and foodack s | e[ ]
Unwierstanding of indwidial pupils learring styles: and motivation s | Mo [ ]
SUgpesing SRS 10 Neip you DRl with cifterert Statons H'H[_: Na [j

Parsonal salty training m[_:. No D
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TIME SPENT

33 Pieaso estimate how musch fime you personally spent in the LAST FULL TEACHING WEEK
(Pianea fik e boor 7 #ach tw)

Pg e Wederan  n hawr
spent Py 123 hours

]
7

a8 s R BE

Undertaiong spociic actviles in yow school to promale posiive
Sehool aihes. and Deahawiol (i g, sewird Schaemid, CShinhp Ao

Desing wih indsciging L)

Wieiing with offr BAnfes of members of T schidl communty
(3. hoem-Boioud ik 33, o cviones, S0 workers of voluniary
agercars| 0 plarning. devaioging or delwnnng actvies i school D

vy o risonng PR S 13 | A CobuS
i relatin Iy rcbscpine and postve behaviour (]

Plaering o providing behanios mgpod lo il pugls ||

ARS8 8 Ba
a8 R B8

Taking lo paraeis Bbout behavious fesche pasets veringt) ||

Mo Hyou spenl some time kst woek Ralling 1o parents, what was the fotus of these discussions?
(PiaBs Bek o B

Mastly pasitere feadback on Teir Chrid s benavious D‘ Amdwm |
imechack on 'S bahaviour

Mastly negatve leedback on their chi's behaicur | |

Othar [, momespucht J

35 Thinking back ower the LAST YEAR, approximately how many times have you been involved in .3
P Bk one Dom N o o)
L Ot o Move an
o T
\hcke-schasod planrung  elation fn dscpine and poste behacu 2 B B

Any k] ol Stafl chireploprrasnt aclivity i rlaSion B desniphng and

posSv banus a 8 8

L
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POLICIES AND APPROACHES ON INDISCIPLINE IN SCHOOL
EXPERIENCE OF SPECIFIC APPROACHES

& Below is a list of approaches that soms schools and classroom leachers use o encounage positie
behavicur and overcome negative behaviour. Please indicate whether any of the approaches are
currsnthy e within your school. (Fease ceole one nomier in sach row)

Yea-mmad  Moeonotused  Avallabls b

-
Rlubish 40 rewards o pupds
Cetrenchp | parbopaton actvtes
ool umiorm
Heakh peomoon achnaes
Butichyaneg | peest resniosing
Parenk supeon aciiviies

Laming pengrammies kor sockal, comimunication and
behaviour sidls

;;-;-l--ﬁgg

& Mmoo ® =
o R
ke Rk R Ra B3 R
vwfouful

Pugil support Baso

Bappon st

A beharvionr | descipling polcy

An anti-bullying polcy

Bishurvicnr cooedirarior (a.p. mained coleagus oliring

ot on bebirviowr soes i in Saged intervention (FFF 1
In=sarwicg rvonis | inpul on Eohaviour 1 o

Pariners irom offar agencis abla 1o suppon pupls
wih Balunicur diues 1 2 |

A mulsi-gdistiplinary group i plan childmn's support 1 2 3

T Spociabst conguitancy
g educational prychoicgests, aulcrty advisons) 1 2 d 4
U Whols-schaool nitiatives such a5 Restorstm Practicos,
Meothvaiind Sichool, or Siolution - Orieniod Schodl 1 2

¥V Pupils activolly irvobd in doveioping ieas and
BElrlaS N P Schodl (e pupd coural) 1 4

W Pupsls. sty irvobed it Sirsiogens e Schas
erreronment e . 600 SCho propes) 1 z

A Pupls wepecting diversity (Resen natcraite, daabites) 1
Please 1o Biis space 1o add sy comments

T T N e
Ba B3 R} P R B3 E3 B3 RS
O S T R R Y

o O 20 EE - X = = X
H
“w FEFufuvaaw

55 B B
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EFFECTIVENESS

37, From the st in Question 35, please give the letbers of up fo 3 strategies | approaches that hane been
the most helphd in encouraging posithe bebaricar and cvercoming negative behiicur in your

school,
1 [ ] et EUmm 3 [ ] twaesenny

OVERALL ASSESSMENT OF DISCIPLINARY CLIMATE

38, On s scale of 1-5 (with 1 baing ‘very serious’ and 5 being ‘nod sarious: at all’), phesss rale how serious
you think the problem of indiscipling i in your own school as & whole, (Pl cro ons numie|

vary sasis i 4 3 4 5 i i Al al

5. Do you bl that pupll vickends s a problem in your school? Paass i oo o)
Voo [) Mo ]

1596, IF YES, pleass specily which of the following types of violence is o problam. (Paass ses af Bal anch)

Vestal abuss | aggrossion pupliopupd | Vesbal abuse | aggression towards ieachers | |,
Physical vickenca pupl to pupd Pysacal viokenos bowiands beachars
i g prreheg kekng, baadtatteg) [ ) in g Pty kekrg hescbutrg) L

408 Have you personally experienced vicknce against you in your role asateacher?  Yos| | No| |
IF YES: how many tmes? | |

4. Did you report this incident 'm[:] HuD
WF YES: who did you report the incident bo? | X |

M1, Using a scake of 1-5, with 1 baing ‘poor’ and 5 baing “vary good ] please describe .

Pt (i e el 1 et o)

- T ol s ol ot Schecal Pox 1 2 3 4 5 Yeygod
- T cuuality of ladedeeship it your schodd Poor 1 2 3 4 5 Yeygod
- e il st weork Q@ in your school
g o bl o Gty Por 1 2 3 4 § Weiygood
b th pducation authorty wirks i parieorshep with
yonar ichand 1 promots postie behiiou. Poor 1 2 3 4 5 Yeygo

41 Phease use s space o aitach an exira sheed il you hawve any further comments you would like to add,

THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME AND FEEDBACK
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PUPIL QUESTIONNAIRE

NATIONAL SURVEY
onscrooLoscrue D I
PUPIL QUESTIONNAIRE

W This gquestionname asks for your opsnion on pupds’ behaviour in your school.
W are carmying oul this research for the Scoltish Exscutive.

W We ara very inlerestad in your views. Thera is no right or wiong angeer 1o any of the
guestions. Please just give your honest opinian,

B You dont need i pul your nams on this and nobody apat from the resesanchers
will S YOUr ANSWS,

B Thank you very much for your haip,

B When you have finkshed, ploase pufl the questionnang in the envelops provided and
then hand it 10 your beacher.

YOUR BACKGROUND AND EXPERIENCE

1. Ploass tick whethar you are male or female.
Ml [ | Female [ | (Plaasa tick ane tox)

Z.  Pioase tick which year group you ane in. [Pl bek e bar)

e [ ] g ] @[] &[]
Pr ] s2[ ] =4[] s8]

3. Pleass say whether you agres | disagree with the foliowing statements by circling
ONE number in each row.

Strongly Disagres Hat Agres  Strangly
disagred BT Ao

I am usually happy about coming o school 1 2 3 4 5
I am usually well bakeved a1 school 1 2 E 4 B
I firned st of my school work intenesting 1 2 3 4 5
I ko | ean albways @ik for hedp from o ieacher

witen | on'| uncorstand 1 2 3 4 ]
I often gat inta roubls &1 schasl 1 2 3 4 5

BSU 3125-26 € NFER 2006 PQ
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BEHAVIOUR IN THE CLASSROOM
GOOD BEHAVIOUR IN THE CLASSROOM

Last week, in how many of your lessons wers most puplls wall bahaved for most
of the time? (Flease ek oo box)

wsens (), desons (), wasens (), dewsona [ ], tessons [,

Last week, did you see any of the behaviours lisied below in your lessons?
Say how often you saw thess behaiours by cireling & numbar,
{Pinaga circhs o numbsr in asch rowd

Al Mosk S Farer Ha
keaacne  loRkord  dAsnd leddond  laddand

Pupils Beinging tha (hings they naed o lessons
(n.g. pans, pencis, books) 1

Pupils following instructions from the teacher 1
Pupils settiing down 1o wark quickly 1
Pupils baing a part of chxss discussions 1
Pupils listening 10 other pupls’ views
respecshully

Fd
F
Z
2

g Ed £A kA
- e = R
[ TR 4 TR - T - |

i
L]
L
e
A

Pupils listening 1o the teacher respecsiully 1 2 3 4 5
Pupis getting on with their work 1 2 3 4 5

Pupis politaly asking for the teacher's help
(.05 by platsing this hands p) 1 2 3 4 B

Pugils wha lislon and are inferested in lessons 1 2 a

Pupils arriving for essons on tima 1 2 3 4 5
Pupils beharsing well and making lessons
anjrabls of averyone 1 2 3 4 &

Pleaze use this space o add any commants

POOR BEHAWIOUR IN THE CLASSROOM

Last week, in how many of your lessons were pupils badly behaved so that it
caused difficulty for the teacher and disturbed other puplls? Fmase fo one box)

ossons (), o (), btsana (), tomons (), eanaca (),
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Last week, did you see any of the behaviours listed below in your lasona? Say haw
often you saw these bahaviours by circling 8 nambar .., [Pl sk oo muere i s e

Ajl Mes:  Bame  Few Ha
lessons  bdsors  ssond  lessons lossons

A Pupils calling out, saying things
mmwm&aw 1 2 3 4 B

B Pupils making foo much notse by scomping
chairs, banging chipcts and moving cumsily 1 2 3 4 5

¢ Pupils distracting olher pupils Trom ek work
and messing about with other peoplo’s things 1 2

D Pupis baing late for lessons 1 2 a 4 5

E Pupis who keep beaking class rules by
ehaving badly or dangarusly

F Pupils geting oul of S soal wihoul parmisson
G Puplis eating | chewing in class

H Pupils deliberatoly dekxying gatting on with
L AT (1. ol roduaisis 0 oo i Hha iolof)

| Pupils being chaaky b stall
J Pupils baing ganarally rowdy or mucking about
K Pupils uming mabile phanes | texting
L Pupils braakng objects and damagrg hartuns
M Pupils sirying rscst things 1o olher pupils
because they come from B diferent
ahinic background 1 2 3 4 5

N Pupils saying sexist hings 1o other pupls
bastd on whithar thay are a bay ar girl 1 2 3 4 5

0 Pupils pushing or being Sreabsning io
cithasr pupds

[ r—
LR
L
e
o5

-t =k = =k wk
MR R R R
[Z Y R R ]
O R
& g gn th oh

F Pupils punching, kicking. phyaically huring
other pupsls i F a 4 B

@ Pupils being nude o teachens 1

R Pupils pushing or being threatening 1o teachens 1 2 3 i 5

% Pupils punching, kicking. prysically
huriing leachars

T Pupils rot losting othar pupls join in with them 1 i 3 4

U Pupils wha stop tilking 10 other pupds and
hang arourd on Heair coen 1 2 2 4

¥ Pupils missing certain lsssons (a5 masncy) 1 2 3 4
Please use this space to add amy commaents
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BEHAVIOUR IN YOUR SCHOOL

Thinking about ALL the times that you ane in and areund the scheol bullding (e.9.
mowving from lesson to lesson, at break and lunchtime), how many pupils de you
think are generally WELL BEHAVED? [Pl bk o box)

], most [ ], Some[ |, Few [ ], Nane [ |,

Below s o list of things that some schools use to help puplis to behave well and to
stop bad behaviour. Please read each statement carefully and circle ONE numbar
in each row to show whether your school uses any of these,

Yeu - used l-l-u--ln-utlnld Dn't
in n Know
school schoot

A Sehool rules for pupils 1o folkow

B Rawards for pupils who padonm well or baharns sl

C Ciirsnship lsssons and acthities

D School uniform

E Lessons or acivities o do with healh (e.g. healhy living)
F Pupils who buddy ! manior other pupils

G A place in school whens o pupdl maght go to ged
acira headp Tor s Babaviour

H Sl who ane on duty 81 beoakiime

I Other members of staff who help teachers in kessons
J An antibulying policy

K & pupll councl whens pupits mest 1o ik about

=i omh omh mk mh b
ke Fd B3 FBd Bad R
L G i W B A

PSR =
Ky R B M
L L Lk L

school isses 1 2 3
L Ervironmanial | gresn school projacts
fe.g. b help look after the school snviranmant] 1 2 3

Which of the abowne things do you think works best to help pupils behave well
and to stop bad behaviour? | | Wik faned

Please say how serious you think the problem of bad behaviour is in your school
by circling one numbser in the row below,

Wary Sancus Quite sprious ot sarious
1 2 3

Is there anything else schools could do to help puplls behave well? (Fieeee fok one box)

vea [ ] Mol ]
IF YES, please describe what could be done.

EN |

THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR YOUR HELP
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QUESTIONNAIRE FOR STAFF IN PRIMARY AND SECONDARY
SCHOOLS WHO ASSIST TEACHERS IN THEIR WORK WITH
PUPILS IN CLASSROOMS AND SUPPORT BASES

QUESTIONNAIRE FOR STAFF IN PRIMARY AND SECONDARY SCHOOLS WHO ASSIST
TEACHERS IN THEIR WORK WITH PUPILS IN CLASSROOMS AND SUPPORT BASES

(For the purpase of this questionnaine, these stalf are called dlzssroom assidants, bul you may have
ofher locally determined job fitles)

B This quastonnains is part of & nabional surmy of behindour in schools. in Scolland. The
resennch has betn commissianoed by (e Scottish Exmcute with B suppon and backing of
thiy nachar undons. NFER |s camying out B survey on thair bahal.

B Botaviour 5 o hegh profile issur. Tha research will kead o grester undersEanding of the
raality of pupil bahaviour and distiplins in Scoltich schoois.

B The study is secking the opinions of hopdignchers, isachons, non-beadhing st and pupils

across Sootland. Your views are very important as they will halp to sstablish wha i
aciually happsning in schools.

B All responsas ane confisantial, and schools and individuals will mmain anonymous in all
repots,

B I youn hane By queries aboul the research, or Aboul how B complabs e questionnaine, pleaze
contact David Heresward on felephons 001753 837352 or ol at d horirssediniocst ul

Plaass ratmn the quoedtisnngicg in Ui pro-pasd snvelops 1o

Hossach Duln Sensoes, Mabonal Foundalon for Educaions Heseasnch,
Thay Monp, Ugton Park, SLOUGH, SL1 22N

It wouwld be much appreciated if you could return the questionnaine within 3 woeks,

YOUR BACKGROUND AND EXPERIENCE
1. Pleass indicate your gender and age.

Male [ ] Fomale | ] P ok one bor Age | | tems

2. Ploxse stade the appreximabe longth of b you hawe spent ... (Pl siteat &5 naassl wholk number]
Fa Wiodong a8 A classnom aissian! (in schools) | |'|'H'I-

&, Wolkng as 8 classroom assssiant i your peesant school | |'|'°H-'I-

3 Who do you provide clissroom support 10 this School year? Pieess S o Raf epl)
Oneindvidalpud [ ] Onepaidarclss [ ) Anyclssesrequied [,
A low pupils (), Aewclassas 1,
mﬂimM[

TG L)
BSU 3125-26 © NFER 2006 AQ
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BEHAVIOUR AROUND THE SCHOOL AND IN THE CLASSROOM

Thinking about all the behavicwr you encounier around the school, how many pugils do you find
genirally well behaved T (Pinass ficr one bar)

mamostat [ ) st [ ] some ] Few[ ], Mona/aimostrone| |

In becre sy of the lessons that you assist in on a regular basis do you find pupils generally
wiell behaved 7 [Planss 5k o par)

Ajaimostal [ ) Mest | | Some |, Few( |,  Mone/aimastnone| |,

Wa have listed below some axamples of ditlerent types of positive pupll befharicar which you may
herve experienced during the course of your classroom duthes. Takdeg ALL the lessons you assisted
in during tha LAST FULL TEACHING WEEK, pleass indicate how inequently you expersnced sach
Type of pupll behaviowr, Pisie srs o susbi i sach s

Al Nos Some Few 0 Mo
leisont  MEsORE  BMEOME  WESORE leisoRd

Pupls amying win he comect cqupment 1 z 3 4
Pugals, lobiwe) fritenins. 1
Pupis sethng down quickly 1
Pl coetrbuiog 12 class dacussnn 1
Pupds stoning to ohers’ viows respacthully 1
P 301y 1 the 10achas respectuly 1
Pupils keenly ergaging with el tasks 1
Pupds poltely seciing heiches hedp (g pinghard gl 1
AniFere, riiesied (npals 1
Pupils amiving promply for dasses 1
Lisgced Bl e £l rdimed i anjyabiy 1

L]
i
4

=

P R M R R M R R RF P

3
A
3
4
3 &
-
)
3
g
k|

o £h dm iR A iR R R R A

Pleassa wrin This space fo add any comments

L——-— T e T N s —

NEGATIVE BEHAVIOUR AROUND THE SCHOOL AND IN THE CLASSROOM

In brw sy of the lessans that you assist in on & requiar basis do you find pupits generally
badly behaved and / or dilficult to deal with? |Piass ek cew bo)

M famostall [ ] Most[ ] Some[ ] Few| ] Mene/aimostnone| |

2
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B

[

MNa
11k

12k,

13,

MANAGING BEHAVIOUR
SUPPORT FOR STAFF

Below it & kst of sialements relafing bo the overall level of suppart olfered to suppar ssaistants in

school, scalecd 1.5 1 disagree’ and 5 "strongly agree],
Pioes Incial T xiet 1 whichyou 838 W 60k AR (Pt o e e s o

Shuagre “h_

I sl o O SLPROTT BESSIANES OpEnly aloul any

behaviour-related chalengss | smmanance 1 2 a 4 5
| can tall o leachers openiy aboul any behmsour-nsirled

chalangis | sparans 1 ! | 4 -]
| am confident a1 senior managans in school will help me

¥ | esperiance dficulies with pupd behanviour 1 2 34 4 5
| E:roc TR e B8 conthodenial BUpEeT And Counsolng

arwuskable fior suppon 52l il | need i within my school 1 2 & 4 5
1 ke el theerg &5 confidendal Reppon and cpungeling

irwskabin tor supoon sl i | need it withn my Bsthonty 1 2 3 4 -
Support assistant(s) ave reguiarty imvoived in dscussions

about improving befennour in e whiobs school 1 2 3 i 5

OVERALL ASSESSMENT OF DISCIPLINARY CLIMATE

Oin & scals of 1-5 {with 1 being “very sorious’ and 5 being ‘not serlous at all’), please raie how sericus
you ik the peeblem of indiscipline i in your cwm school &8 & whole, Plasss ool oo number)

Wiery gerous i 2 i 4 5 el merioe ot al

Do you feel that pupil viclence is a problem In your schoal? Fesse sckonaton  Yes | | Mo |
IF ES, please spacily which of the following types of violence ks a probillem. (S fok af Baf appdy)

Nl atuss | aggresssion pusd 1o pupd D. Pryseal mpgrester pupd 1 s D.
Verbel sbuse | aggression kwards deachens ||, Physcal sgession iowerd maches. ||,
Vartal souse | aggression iowars sugport s || Pryscal aggeasin towards sappor st ),

Have you perscrally experienced violence against you in your role s classroom assistant? Yes | | Mo |
IF YES: how many tmes? | |

Did you report this incident? Yos[ | Mo ]
IF YES: wha did you report the incident to? | )

Using a scade of 1-5 (1 = "poce” and 5 = “wery gocd’), ploase describe ... (Feass cok oo rumier i gach fow)

o ovrrad oihes of yoer schoal Posr 1 2 4 4 5§ Goypod
i ity of laddnrshin in your schasl Pose 1 2 3 4 5 Veygosd
o all st work together in your schood (ag, e leel of colegial]  Poor 1 2 3 4 5 Yerygood
homr e edutation suthorty works i santrership wih

wour schood i promole pooiing behaviour, Poce 1 i i 4 5 Veygoul

THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME AND FEEDBACHK
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