
	

	School Travel Schemes
- Draft Bill and Prospectus
Consultation Response Form 

The closing date for this consultation is 25th June 2004

Your comments must reach us by that date.
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	Note when
	
	(
	mouse to access hyperlink. And to access input boxes;

	completing
 
	
	(
	scroll bar to navigate the form

	electronically
	
	
	

	
	

	The information you send to us may need to be passed to colleagues within the Department for Education and Skills and/or published in a summary of responses received in response to this consultation.  We will assume that you are content for us to do this, and that if you are replying by e-mail, your consent overrides any confidentiality disclaimer that is generated by your organisation’s IT system, unless you specifically include a request to the contrary in the main text of your submission to us. 

The Department may, in accordance with the Code of Practice on Access to Government Information, make available on public request, individual consultation responses. This will extend to your comments unless you inform us that you wish them to remain confidential.

	

	Please insert ‘X’ if you want us to keep your response confidential
	 
	

	

	Name
	     

	

	Organisation (if applicable)
	     

	

	Address
	     
	

	

	If your enquiry is related to the policy content of the consultation you can contact Ian Arrowsmith at:


	

	Telephone:
	020 7925 7494

	Email:
	ian.arrowsmith@dfes.gsi.gov.uk


	


	If you have a query relating to the consultation process you can contact the Consultation Unit at

	

	Telephone:
	01928 794888

	Fax:
	01928 794 311


	Email:
	consultation.unit@dfes.gsi.gov.uk


	

	Please insert ‘X’ in one of the following boxes that best describes you as a respondent.



	
	 
	Parents
	 
	Schools

	

	
	 
	Governors/Governing Body
	 
	Local Authority

	

	
	 
	Central Government
	 
	Religious/Faith Bodies

	

	
	 
	Pupils/Students

	

	
	 
	Other (Please specify)
	
	
	     


	Question 1

	

	Do you agree that the existing school transport legislation, which assumes that it is reasonable for pupils to walk 3 miles to school (2 miles for under 8s), accompanied if necessary by their parents, is outdated, and contributes to increasing levels of car use?

	

	

	
	 
	Yes
	 
	No
	 
	No View

	

	

	Comments:

	     


	Question 2

	

	Do you agree that any new school travel schemes should be based on an assessment of the travel needs of all pupils in a local travel scheme area (from nursery to age 16)?

	

	

	
	 
	Yes
	 
	No
	 
	No View

	

	

	Comments:

	     


	Question 3

	

	Do you agree that in drawing up school travel schemes LEAs should have the widest possible discretion to make appropriate travel arrangements?

	

	

	
	 
	Yes
	 
	No
	 
	Not Sure

	

	

	Comments:

	     



This question refers to paragraphs 7 and 8 of the Draft Prospectus

	Question 4

	

	Are the scheme objectives drawn widely enough?

	

	

	
	 
	Yes
	 
	No
	 
	Not Sure

	

	

	Comments:

	     


	Question 5

	

	Do you accept the principle that affordable fares could be charged, if this secured more comprehensive and higher quality school transport provision?

	

	

	
	 
	Yes
	 
	No
	 
	Not Sure

	

	

	Comments:

	     


Please refer to paragraphs 21 to 25 of the Draft Prospectus

	Question 6a

	

	Are the proposals relating to charging fair, in that they protect children from low income families who attend their nearest suitable school from paying fares?

	

	

	
	 
	Yes
	 
	No
	 
	Not Sure

	

	

	Comments:

	     

	Question 6b

	

	Should the legislation or individual scheme authorities do more to protect vulnerable groups?

	

	

	
	 
	Yes
	 
	No
	 
	Not Sure

	

	

	Comments:

	     


	Question 7

	

	Should there be protection for children who have been unable to gain a place at a school within walking distance from home, where they are sent to a school some distance away and which their parents did not choose?

	

	

	
	 
	Yes
	 
	No
	 
	Not Sure

	

	

	Comments:

	     


	Question 8a

	

	Should any compulsory school age pupils educated full-time at FE colleges or otherwise outside school be treated in the same way as pupils of compulsory school age registered at school?

	

	

	
	 
	Yes
	 
	No
	 
	Not Sure

	

	

	Comments:

	     


	Question 8b

	

	Alternatively, are these pupils' needs best met through a locally tailored package of support?

	

	

	
	 
	Yes
	 
	No
	 
	Don’t Know

	

	

	Comments:

	     


	Question 9

	

	Are the proposals for the core minimum provision fair (i.e. for children of compulsory school age who live beyond walking distance from their nearest suitable school at which places are available)?

	

	

	
	 
	Yes
	 
	No
	 
	Not Sure

	

	

	Comments:

	     


	Question 10

	

	Should schemes also make provision (possibly on a fare paying basis) for transport to denominational schools, even when they are not the nearest, provided the distances pupils travel and the cost of provision are reasonable?

	

	

	
	 
	Yes
	 
	No
	 
	Not Sure

	

	

	Comments:

	     


	Question 11

	

	Does the prospectus do enough to ensure that there is good integration between school travel schemes and post-16 transport policy statements?

	

	

	
	 
	Yes
	 
	No
	 
	No View

	

	

	Comments:

	     


	Question 12a

	

	Are the proposed scheme start dates (September 2006 or 2007) reasonable?

	

	

	
	 
	Yes
	 
	No
	 
	Not Sure

	

	

	Comments:

	     


	Question 12b

	

	Is the end date for the piloting period (2010) reasonable?

	

	

	
	 
	Yes
	 
	No
	 
	No View

	

	

	Comments:

	     

	Question 12c

	

	Is the evaluation timetable (2011) reasonable?

	

	

	
	 
	Yes
	 
	No
	 
	No View

	

	

	Comments:

	     


	Question 13

	

	Do the proposed changes to transport legislation address the concerns of LEAs wishing to run local travel schemes?

	

	

	
	 
	Yes
	 
	No
	 
	Don’t Know

	

	

	Comments:

	     


	Question 14

	

	Are any further legislative changes needed to give LEAs the freedom they need to run innovative local travel schemes?

	

	

	
	 
	Yes
	 
	No
	 
	Don’t Know

	

	

	Comments:

	     


	Question 15a

	

	Does the draft prospectus provide sufficiently clear and appropriate guidance for LEAs putting together applications to become scheme authorities?

	

	

	
	 
	Yes
	 
	No
	 
	Not Sure

	

	

	Comments:

	     


	Question 15b

	

	Are the evaluation criteria clear and appropriate?

	

	

	
	 
	Yes
	 
	No
	 
	No View

	

	

	Comments:

	     


	This question refers to the Draft Application Form

Question 16a

	

	Is the application form clear?

	

	

	
	 
	Yes
	 
	No
	 
	No View

	

	

	Comments:

	     


	Question 16b

	

	Does the application form ask for the appropriate information?

	

	

	
	 
	Yes
	 
	No
	 
	No View

	

	

	Comments:

	     


	Question 16c

	

	Do you think the application form would be easy to complete?

	

	

	
	 
	Yes
	 
	No
	 
	Don’t Know

	

	

	Comments:

	     


	Question 16d

	

	Is the application timetable achievable?

	

	

	
	 
	Yes
	 
	No
	 
	Don’t Know

	

	

	Comments:

	     


	Question 16e

	

	Is the application timetable matched to other related dates (e.g. local transport plan applications, schools admissions round)?

	

	

	
	 
	Yes
	 
	No
	 
	Don’t Know

	

	

	Comments:

	     


	Question 17

	

	What more could government do to encourage better integration in local transport scheme areas between all types of publicly funded transport, to achieve better value for the more than £2 billion which is spent annually in England and Wales on publicly funded bus services?

	

	Comments:

	     


	Question 18

	

	Once a scheme area has been approved, is it necessary for the Secretary of State and the National Assembly to have the power to direct LEAs to revoke or amend aspects of their travel schemes?

	

	

	
	 
	Yes
	 
	No
	 
	Not Sure

	

	

	Comments:

	     


	Question 19

	

	Are you content for this Bill to provide both for pilot schemes, and for the local travel scheme approach to be rolled out to more LEAs on a permanent basis, without further primary legislation, if it is a success?

	

	

	
	 
	Yes
	 
	No
	 
	Don’t Know

	

	

	Comments:

	     


	Question 20

	

	Do you have any further comments?

	

	Comments:

	     


	Thank you for taking the time to let us have your views. We do not intend to acknowledge individual responses unless you tick the box below.

	Please acknowledge this reply
	 
	

	

	The Department for Education and Skills carries out research on many different topics and consultations.  As your views are valuable to us, would it be acceptable if we were to contact you again from time to time either for research or to send consultation documents? 

	

	

	
	 
	Yes
	 
	No
	
	

	

	

	

	Code of Practice on Consultation

	

	All UK national public consultations are required to conform to the following standards:

	

	1.
	Consult widely throughout the process, allowing a minimum of 12 weeks for written consultation at least once during the development of the policy.

	
	

	2.
	Be clear about what your proposals are, who may be affected, what questions are being asked and the timescale for responses.

	
	

	3.
	Ensure that your consultation is clear, concise and widely accessible.

	
	

	4.
	Give feedback regarding the responses received and how the consultation process influenced the policy.

	
	

	5.
	Monitor your department’s effectiveness at consultation, including through the use of a designated consultation co-ordinator.

	
	

	6.
	Ensure your consultation follows better regulation best practice, including carrying out a Regulatory Impact Assessment if appropriate.



	
	

	Thank you for taking the time to respond to this consultation.



Completed questionnaires and other responses, should be sent to the address shown below by 
25/06/2004


Send by post to: Karl Bowes, Pupil Well-being and Transport Team, Ground Floor, Mowden Hall, Darlington, DL3 9BG

Send by e-mail: Once you have completed the questionnaire, save it on your hard drive and then open an e-mail to: school.travel@dfes.gsi.gov.uk, attach the completed questionnaire file and send the e-mail.
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