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Question 1 

Do you agree that action is necessary in order to clarify the position of electronic communications in education law, and what other kinds of barriers do you perceive to electronic service delivery in education and skills?



Question 2 

Do you agree with the proposal to amend section 572 of the Education Act 1996? 


Question 3

Are you satisfied that the condition of prior consent of parents to being served by electronic communication (coupled with their ability to withdraw that consent) is a sufficient safeguard of their interests?


Question 4
Are there any other groups of people, such as school governors, for whom similar provision should be made, and how could this be achieved with minimal bureaucratic burden?

Question 5
Do you think that notice about permanent exclusion and the right to appeal – under subsection  66(6)(b) and schedule 18 paragraph 16 of the Schools Standards and Framework Act 1998 – should also be allowed electronically?


Question 6
Are there any processes affected by the amendment to section 572 (a list is at annex B) which should be subject to particular conditions in relation to electronic communications, beyond those proposed in the draft order?

Question 7
Are there any processes affected by the amendment to section 572 which you think would be adversely affected in terms of record keeping if use is made of electronic communications? 
Question 8
Can you identify any processes affected by the amendment to section 572 which are not listed at Annex B – for example in secondary legislation; and if so do you foresee any difficulties with their being caught by the amendment to that section?



Question 9
Are there any processes affected by the amendment to section 572 which are not listed at annex B – for example in secondary legislation; and, if so, do you foresee any difficulties with their being caught by the amendment to that section?

Question 9
Which other legislative provisions should be amended to facilitate the use of electronic communications in the education service, including further and higher education, and adult and community education?


Other comments: (for example, in the case of representative groups a summary of the people or organisations they represent)


Thank you for taking the time to let us have your views.  We do not intend to acknowledge individual responses unless you tick the box below.  

Please acknowledge this reply 

The following seven standards from the Cabinet Office Code of Practice on written consultation should be reproduced in all consultation documents.  This is binding on Departments.  Ministers’ reasons for any departures should be explained.  

Code of Practice on written consultation  
All UK national public consultations are required to conform to the following standards:

1: Timing of consultation should be built into the planning process for a policy (including legislation) or service from the start, so that it has the best prospect of improving the proposals concerned, and so that sufficient time is left at each stage.

2: It should be clear who is being consulted, about what questions, in what timescale and for what purpose.

3. A consultation document should be as simple and concise as possible. It should include a summary, in two pages at most, of the main questions it seeks views on. It should make it as easy as possible for readers to respond, make contact or complain.

4. Documents should be made widely available, with the fullest use of electronic means (though not to the exclusion of others), and effectively drawn to the attention of all interested groups and individuals.

5. Sufficient time should be allowed for considered responses from all groups with an interest. Twelve weeks should  be the standard minimum period for a consultation.

6. Responses should be carefully and open-mindedly analysed, and the results made widely available, with an account of the views expressed, and the reasons for decisions finally taken.

7. Departments should monitor and evaluate consultations, designating a consultation co-ordinator who will ensure the lessons are disseminated.
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CONSULTATION RESPONSE FORM





The closing date for this consultation is XX/XX/XXXX





The Department may, in accordance with the Code of Practice on Access to Government Information, make available, on public request, individual consultation responses. This will extend to your comments unless you inform us that you wish them to remain confidential. 


Please tick if you want us to keep your response confidential











Name:		_______________________________


Organisation:	_______________________________





Address:	_______________________________


		_______________________________


		_______________________________


		_______________________________


		_______________________________


		_______________________________











Return completed forms to:





Andrew Partridge, 


e-Service Delivery Team, 


Department for Education and Skills, Level 2D, 


Caxton House, 


Tothill Street, 


London 


SW1H 9NA





Tel:	020 7273 5330


e-mail:	� HYPERLINK "mailto:Elizabeth.brass@dfes.gsi.gov.uk" ��� HYPERLINK "mailto:andrew.partridge@dfes.gsi.gov.uk" ��andrew.partridge@dfes.gsi.gov.uk��





(If applicable)





Please tick the box that best describes you as a respondent. 








     Chief Education Officer		Other LA officer          School governor /  manager        


    Representative group                NDPB/Agency	   Parent	 


        Other (please specify)___________________________





Comments:





    Yes      No      





    Yes      No      





Comments:





    Yes      No      
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Comments:





    Yes      No      
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Comments:





    Yes      No      








Comments:





    Yes      No     





    Yes      No      
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Comments:





    Yes      No 
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