	Health and Safety of Learners Outside the Classroom (HASLOC) - Revision of guidance

Consultation Response Form

The closing date for this consultation is: 
8 February 2010
Your comments must reach us by that date.
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THIS FORM IS NOT INTERACTIVE. If you wish to respond electronically please use the online or offline response facility available on the Department for Children, Schools and Families e-consultation website (http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/consultations).
The information you provide in your response will be subject to the Freedom of Information Act 2000 and Environmental Information Regulations, which allow public access to information held by the Department. This does not necessarily mean that your response can be made available to the public as there are exemptions relating to information provided in confidence and information to which the Data Protection Act 1998 applies. You may request confidentiality by ticking the box provided, but you should note that neither this, nor an automatically-generated e-mail confidentiality statement, will necessarily exclude the public right of access.

	Please tick if you want us to keep your response confidential.
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	Name
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	Organisation (if applicable)
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	Address:
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If your enquiry is related to the DCSF e-consultation website or the consultation process in general, you can contact the Consultation Unit by e-mail: consultation.unit@dcsf.gsi.gov.uk or by telephone: 0870 000 2288.

For enquiries about this consultation, you can contact Martin Elliott on 020 7340 7150 or Ronnie MacPherson on 020 7783 8058 or at haspev2.consultation@dcsf.gsi.gov.uk

 HYPERLINK "mailto:haspev2.consultation@dcsf.gsi.gov.uk" 

If you have a query relating to the consultation process you can contact the Consultation Unit on:

Telephone: 0870 000 2288

e-mail: consultation.unit@dcsf.gsi.gov.uk
Please select one category below which best describes you as a respondent
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	Local Authority Staff
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	School Staff
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	Children's Setting Staff
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	Educational Visits Co-ordinator
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	School Staff Union
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	Parent
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	Governor
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	Other
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	Please Specify:



	


As requested by partners, we address this guidance to staff in all children's services settings (not just schools).  

1 Does this text clearly reflect the needs of this wider audience?

	[image: image15.png]



	Very clear
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	Largely clear
	[image: image17.png]



	Not very clear
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	Not at all clear
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	Comments:



	


The guidance encourages you to take groups outside the classroom, in safety, by sensibly managing any significant risks.

2 Is this focus of value?
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	Agree
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	Disagree
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	Not sure
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	Comments:



	


The guidance suggests that risk assessment for learning inside the grounds, or off-site in the neighbourhood, will show few if any significant risks to be recorded. 

3 Should we include examples of where learning in the grounds or nearby could have significant risks to be recorded such as in or near road traffic? 
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


We also seek to balance two objectives: (i) reducing the number of incidents by improving risk management ; (ii) reducing bureaucracy

4 Does the document generally achieve the right balance between the two objectives?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


In chapter 3  we have brought in new text on ratios for greater clarity than in Health and Safety of Pupils on Educational Visits (HASPEV) (1998).

5 Is this part of the draft text clear and helpful?
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	Very helpful
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	Helpful
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	Not very helpful
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	Not at all helpful
	
	
	
	


	Comments




We have gone into detail (in appendices) on water activity, during which a number of serious incidents have occurred, and on minibus driving, which has caused uncertainty in some localities. We have left the detail on other issues to the LOtC website.

6 Are you content with this approach?
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	Yes
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	No
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	No view
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	Comments:



	


The guidance carries, in boxes, points to be considered (lessons learned) in the light of serious incidents whether individual or in aggregate.

7 Should these parts of the text be made more specific, referring to incidents while preserving anonymity?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure


	


In chapter 7, within paragraphs 7.31-7.48, we set out the fair treatment we think you should expect from your employer; this includes (i) not being automatically suspended when a participant has been hurt; (ii)  legal support without pre-judging any issues.

8 Do you believe this section presents an appropriate approach?
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	Strongly agree
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	Agree
	[image: image45.png]



	Neither agree nor disagree
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	Disagree
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	Strongly disagree
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	Comments:



	


Health and Safety of Pupils on Educational Visits, the predecessor guidance, carried model forms for risk assessment and employer approval, among others.  We have not retained these in Health and Safety of Learners Outside the Classroom. Generic forms will be available to download from the employers' guidance (operational  part) of the Learning Outside the Classroom website, to which our new guidance links.

9 Are you content that model forms should be downloadable from the Learning Outside the Classroom website and not from Health and Safety of Learners Outside the Classroom (which will link to the website)?
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	Comments:



	


Good practice often takes place quietly and unsung. Also, people can sometimes be reluctant to confide when things have gone wrong. We would like to include brief, anonymous case-studies.

10 Please let us know of something you do well and of any near-accident or near-miss which caused you to revise your procedures. We will preserve your anonymity. 
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	Comments:



	


In making Health and Safety of Learners Outside the Classroom 'high level' and concise, we may have omitted material which you think should be restored or introduced. 

11 Bearing in mind that much toolkit material is, or will be, on the Learning Outside the Classroom website, please let us have any text which you would like us to add to the final version of Health and Safety of Learners Outside the Classroom.
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	Comments:



	


Thank you for taking the time to let us have your views. We do not intend to acknowledge individual responses unless you place an 'X' in the box below.

Please acknowledge this reply [image: image52.png]



Here at the Department for Children, Schools and Families we carry out our research on many different topics and consultations. As your views are valuable to us, would it be alright if we were to contact you again from time to time either for research or to send through consultation documents?
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Yes
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No



All DCSF public consultations are required to conform to the following criteria within the Government Code of Practice on Consultation:

Criterion 1: Formal consultation should take place at a stage when there is scope to influence the policy outcome.

Criterion 2: Consultations should normally last for at least 12 weeks with consideration given to longer timescales where feasible and sensible.

Criterion 3: Consultation documents should be clear about the consultation process, what is being proposed, the scope to influence and the expected costs and benefits of the proposals.

Criterion 4: Consultation exercises should be designed to be accessible to, and clearly targeted at, those people the exercise is intended to reach.

Criterion 5: Keeping the burden of consultation to a minimum is essential if consultations are to be effective and if consultees’ buy-in to the process is to be obtained.

Criterion 6: Consultation responses should be analysed carefully and clear feedback should be provided to participants following the consultation.

Criterion 7: Officials running consultations should seek guidance in how to run an effective consultation exercise and share what they have learned from the experience.

If you have any comments on how DCSF consultations are conducted, please contact Donna Harrison, DCSF Consultation Co-ordinator, tel: 01928 794304 / email: donna.harrison@dcsf.gsi.gov.uk
Thank you for taking time to respond to this consultation.
Completed questionnaires and other responses should be sent to the address shown below by 8 February 2010

Please respond by email to the consultation mailbox at haspev2.consultation@dcsf.gsi.gov.uk or by letter to:

Mrs Ronnie MacPherson
DCSF, Pupil Safety & School Security Team
Level 2 
Sanctuary Buildings
20 Great Smith Street
Westminster
London
SW1P 3BT.


