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The Department is seeking responses to implementing one aspect of the recommendation made by the Rose Primary Curriculum Review that children should start school from the September after they reach the age of four. The change being consulted on is two amendments to the School Admissions Code 2009 to require admission authorities to provide for this in their admission arrangements from September 2011.
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	Independent Review of Primary Curriculum – recommendation 14(1) - points of entry into reception class

	A Consultation

	To
This limited consultation is aimed primarily at admission authorities and parents but we welcome responses from any interested parties.

Issued
19 October 2009

Enquiries To
If your enquiry is related to the draft Code and admissions in maintained schools, DCSF early years funding and different types of provision (including full and part time provision in private, voluntary and independent sectors) you can contact the Department for Children Schools and Families by e-mail: info@dcsf.gsi.gov.uk or by telephone: 0870 0012345.

 If you have a query relating to the consultation process you can contact the Consultation Unit on: Telephone: 01928 794888. Fax: 01928 794 311

e-mail: consultation.unit@dcsf.gsi.gov.uk


	1
	Executive Summary

	1.1
	This consultation relates to the changes that will be required to the School Admissions Code (the Code) in order to implement one aspect of the recommendation made by the independent review of the primary curriculum.

Background 
Sir Jim Rose, former director of inspection at Ofsted, carried out an independent review of the primary curriculum in England. He found evidence to show that summer born children are at greater risk of poor outcomes than children born earlier in the school year. The Secretary of State therefore asked that the review consider how the primary curriculum can be designed to improve outcomes for summer born children and whether it would be appropriate to allow more choice and flexibility in the start dates for children entering primary school. This consultation is designed to achieve that commitment

The final report of the Primary Curriculum Review, which was published on 30 April 2009, and a Written Ministerial Statement in response was published at: http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/primarycurriculumreview/
 Recommendation 14 (i) of the Review was that:   

"The preferred pattern of entry to reception classes should be the September immediately following a child's fourth birthday. However, this should be subject to well informed discussion with parents, taking into account their views of a child's maturity and readiness to enter reception class. Arrangements should be such as to make entry to reception class an exciting and enjoyable experience for all children, with opportunities for flexible arrangements such as a period of part-time attendance if judged appropriate."
The Secretary of State accepted all of the reviews recommendations in a Written Ministerial Statement which is available at: www.dcsf.gov.uk/primarycurriculumreview/ In addition, he set out his intention to make funding available so that, where parents have a strong preference for their child's early years experience to take place outside a school setting, they will be able to access full time early years provision in other settings from the September after their child's fourth birthday.   

Full and part-time provision outside school
Alongside changing the Code so that all parents can choose for their child to take a full or part-time place from the September after a 4th birthday, we will be taking steps to enable parents to take up a full-time place in other early learning settings. The evidence is clear on the benefits from children starting school together at the start of the academic year, but we recognise that some parents do not feel their children are ready for this move. We want to make sure that those children whose parents do not feel they are ready to start school are able to access the Early Years Foundation Stage on a full-time basis.

From September 2011 therefore, we will fund local authorities for the costs of full and part time provision - including in maintained nursery schools and classes and in private, voluntary and independent sector provision.

Limited consultation on the changes required to the Code in order to implement recommendation 14 (i) of the independent review of the primary curriculum
The Government completed a public consultation on school admissions in 2008 and amended the Code, which came into effect in February 2009, to improve the school admissions system. This consultation, therefore, is limited to the changes to the Code that are necessary in order to require admission authorities to enable all children to start school in the September following their fourth birthday. Any responses not directly addressing the proposal to extend provision to parents of four year-olds will be noted and considered but will not be implemented in this revised Code at this stage due to timing.

We propose that paragraphs 2.65 and 2.69 should be amended to read (see amendments in italics): 

Admission of children below compulsory school age

2.65 For admission to the 2011-12 school year, and subsequent years, admission authorities for primary schools must provide for the admission of all children in the September following their fourth birthday. When determining the arrangements for primary schools the admission authority must make it clear that:

a) the arrangements do not apply to those being admitted for nursery provision including nursery provision delivered in a co-located children's centre;

b) parents of children who are admitted for nursery provision need to apply for a place at the school if they want their child to transfer to the reception class;

c) attendance at the nursery or co-located children's centre does not guarantee admission to the school;

d) parents can request that the date their child is admitted to the school is deferred until later  in the school year or until the child reaches compulsory school age in that school year; and

e) parents can request that their child attends part-time until the child reaches compulsory school age. Admission authorities must accommodate these requests where it appears to be in the best interest of the child.
Deferred entry to primary schools

2.69 Admission authorities must allow parents of children who are admitted to the school before they are of compulsory school age to defer their child's entry until later in the school year. Where entry is deferred, admission authorities must hold the place for that child and not offer it to another child. The parent would not however be able to defer entry beyond the beginning of the term after the child's fifth birthday, nor beyond the academic year for which the original application was accepted. This must be made clear in the admission arrangements for the school.

Funding full-time provision before compulsory school age 
Funding to local authorities will be provided on the basis of returns from Schools Census and Early Years Census data, up to a full time place for four year olds as at present.  Local authorities then use a local formula to determine how this funding is distributed to schools and other early years providers. We are aware that two thirds of local authorities already offer September entry.

An Impact Assessment to cover all aspects of the Rose proposal implementation, including the PVI sector, will be published at the post-consultation stage.

Implications for admission authorities 
The timetable for admission authorities to consult on their admission arrangements for 2011-12 is determined by Regulation 17 of the School Admissions (Admission Arrangements)(England) Regulations 2008 (SI 2008/3089). The effect is that : 

· The earliest date on which admission authorities can start to consult on their arrangements for 2011-12 is 1st November 2009. 

· The period of consultation must be for at least 8 weeks 

· The consultation must be completed by 1st March 2010.

· Admission arrangements for 2011-12 must be determined by 15th April 2010.

Those Regulations amended the consultation requirements with effect from the admission year 2011-12, in order to reduce the consultation burden on admission authorities. Regulation 15 provides that admission authorities that consulted in one or both of the preceding years and are not proposing to change their arrangements are not required to consult for the 2011-12 school year.

Subject to the outcome of this consultation and the laying of a revised Code before Parliament, it is intended that the above revisions to the Code will come into force in early February 2010.

Those admission authorities that are required to consult on their arrangements for 2011-12 should consider including this proposed change in their consultation on arrangements 

Those admission authorities which do not have to consult on their arrangements for 2011-12 by virtue of regulation 15, should consider consulting on their arrangements to give consultees opportunity to comment on the proposed change.

Where admission arrangements for 20011-12 are determined and subsequently need to be varied as a result of the proposed changes to the Code, they will need to be varied in accordance with regulation 2(3) of those Regulations.
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	How To Respond

	2.1
	Consultation responses can be completed online at www.dcsf.gov.uk/consultations, or by emailing review.admissions@dcsf.gsi.gov.uk
or by downloading a response form which should be completed and sent to: Fair Access Division, DCSF, Floor 2 Area C, Mowden Hall, Staindrop Road, Darlington, DL3 9BG
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	Additional Copies

	3.1
	Additional copies are available electronically and can be downloaded from the Department for Children, Schools and Families e-consultation website at: 
https://www.dcsf.gov.uk/consultations 
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	Plans for making results public

	4.1
	The results of the consultation and the Department's response will be published on the DCSF e-consultation website with the results of the main consultation in early 2010.


