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The school sector is responsible for 15% of public sector carbon emissions arising from energy use in school buildings, school travel and transport, the procurement of goods and services and the production of waste in schools. We need to reduce these emissions to prevent greater adverse impact on climate change. This consultation is to gather stakeholder views on the feasibility and priority of options for action in the sector, to reduce carbon and greenhouse gases arising from the operation of the school system, while still delivering core business.
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	1
	Introduction

	1.1
	Climate change is one of the biggest challenges that we will face in the 21st century. There is no doubt over the science - the continued release of greenhouse gases will lead to severe and potentially catastrophic changes in the earth's climate.

It is not too late to act. By changing the way we travel, produce and use energy and make choices about products and services we buy, we can significantly reduce our greenhouse gas emissions. Concerted effort in the UK, coupled with international action, could help us reduce our greenhouse gas emissions, limiting our exposure to the impacts of climate change. Our national ambition is to reduce emissions of greenhouse gases by 80% by 2050, compared to 1990 levels.

Schools account for around 2% of UK greenhouse gas emissions, roughly the same as all the energy and transport emissions of Birmingham and Manchester combined. This is equivalent to 15% of the country's public sector emissions.

Schools should not be expected to achieve carbon reduction goals in isolation. Such a radical reduction in emissions demands action across the sector - from individual schools, to local authorities, regional government and central Government. Suppliers of products and services, including energy and transport, to schools will need to play their part. Government has a particular role to play in shaping the system and creating the policies which incentivise emissions reductions.

Schools do, however, have a special role to play. They have tremendous reach and influence, and can act as hubs for learning and change in their communities. Schools can also lead by example, showcasing what can be achieved and building the confidence of others to take action to reduce emissions in their own homes and workplaces.

	2
	About this consultation

	2.1
	This consultation paper maps out key issues related to establishing a system and set of policies for a low carbon schools sector. It is accompanied by Towards a Schools Carbon Management Plan - Evidence and assumptions informing consultation on a schools carbon management plan. 
We are keen to hear your views about what we can all do to reduce emissions from the schools sector, what needs to be put in place and what can be achieved. 

This consultation focuses on carbon emissions reduction without detailed consideration of costing or the wider implications or impacts of the policies that are identified. Decisions to reduce carbon emissions will have broad impacts and we need to be mindful of these and the choices that we might need to make in the longer term.
The inclusion of policy options within the consultation paper and the accompanying evidence and assumptions paper does not constitute a commitment to implement or fund them.
For: Schools, local authorities, regional government, government departments, community and non-profit organisations, unions and professional associations, private sector companies providing products and services to schools and local authorities, central government and its agencies

Relevance: School leadership, management, governance, planning, evaluation, improvement, consultancy, advice



	2.2
	Definitions and scope
A carbon footprint is most commonly defined as the total set of GHG (greenhouse gas) emissions caused directly and indirectly by an individual, organisation, event or product (Carbon Trust 2008).

It is labelled a carbon footprint as commonly the total GHG emissions are converted to CO2 equivalent (CO2e) emissions.

This report addresses greenhouses gases and all figures are expressed as tonnes of CO2 equivalent.

Some carbon management plans focus purely on reducing emissions of carbon dioxide, as these account for some 85% of greenhouse gas emissions. We have chosen to look across all greenhouse gases to ensure we take account of all possible opportunities for reductions.
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	The Proposals

	3.1
	The proposals on defining a Carbon Management Strategy for the School Sector are provided separately as a download on the DCSF consultation site at:

www.dcsf.gov.uk/consultations
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	How To Respond

	4.1
	Consultation responses can be completed online at www.dcsf.gov.uk/consultations
by emailing:  SchoolsCarbon.CONSULTATION@dcsf.gsi.gov.uk 

or by downloading a response form which should be completed and sent to:
Janice Lawson
Sustainable Development Unit
5FL Building 3
Gt Smith Street
London
SW1P 3BT 
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	Additional Copies

	5.1
	 Additional copies are available electronically and can be downloaded from the Department for Children, Schools and Families e-consultation website at: 
www.dcsf.gov.uk/consultations
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	Plans for making results public

	6.1
	The results of the consultation and the Department's response will be published on the DCSF e-consultation website in early 2010.


