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	Proposed Harmonised Data Standards and Definitions for the Children's and Young People's and Local Government Workforce

The Department for Children, Schools and Families, Local Government Association and Children's Workforce Development Council, working closely with key organisations across the Education, Skills and Children’s Services Sector, have developed proposals for harmonised data standards and definitions for the Children’s and Young People’s and Local Government Workforce, about which we would like your views by 20 July 2009.   In addition to the standards and definitions, we have also developed a data model which is included in the consultation documents.
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	Proposed Harmonised Data Standards and Definitions for the Children's and Young People's and Local Government Workforce

	A Consultation

	To
Local Authorities, academies, the suppliers of Management Information Systems and software, and all those with responsibility for information and data who work in organisations relating to the Children’s, Young People’s and Local Government Workforce

Issued
27 April 2009

Enquiries To
If your enquiry is related to the policy content of the consultation you can contact Greg Conway on:

Telephone: 020 7340 7862

e-mail: ims.mailbox@dcsf.gsi.gov.uk


	
	Contact Details

	
	If your enquiry is related to the DCSF e-consultation website or the consultation process in general, you can contact the Consultation Unit by e-mail: consultation.unit@dcsf.gsi.gov.uk or by telephone: 0870 000 2288.

	1
	Executive Summary

	1.1
	The Department for Children, Schools and Families, Local Government Association and Children's Workforce Development Council, working closely with key organisations across the Education, Skills and Children’s Services Sector, have developed proposals for harmonised data standards and definitions for the Children’s and Young People’s and Local Government Workforce, about which we would like your views by 20 July 2009. 

	1.2
	They have been developed in direct response to local authorities' (LAs') comments following the setting up of Children's Services.  The current fragmented approach of different data standards for different data collections is burdensome both in terms of time and money for LAs, providers and national bodies and hampers the exchange and sharing of data.  It also reduces the quality and usefulness of the data collected. 

	1.3
	Harmonised data standards and definitions will help ensure LAs and others in the Sector have access to the data they need for management, planning and policy development with regard to their workforce, while keeping the effort of complying with statutory collections to a minimum.

	1.4
	The workforce covered by these data definitions is the Education, Skills and Children’s Services sector (ESCS) - including both those directly employed by public sector organisations such as LAs and those working for agencies or service organisations that may be contracted by LAs to provide services, and the remaining workforce employed directly by local authorities. This means that the standards would apply to all staff about whom LAs have a requirement to maintain or provide data.

	1.5
	A set of Frequently Asked Questions concerning the proposed harmonised data standards and definitions is included in the consultation documents and provides more information on the expected benefits, use and implementation of the standards and definitions.

	2
	Background and Context

	2.1
	In July 2008, the Department for Children, Schools and Families, Children's Workforce Development Council and the Local Government Association joined with other organisations to initiate a project designed to harmonise data standards and definitions for the Children’s and Young People’s, and Local Government Workforce.  The project was in part a recognition of the many challenges LAs and other parts of the Sector face in responding to the requirements of the School Workforce Census, the National Minimum Data Set for Social Care, and collections from other organisations.

	2.2
	The project aimed to ensure that all use of data on the Children’s and Young People’s workforce - whether at the local level or within data collections – would be based on common standards and definitions, and that the various collection processes were harmonised by agreement between stakeholder organisations.  The first goal of the project was, therefore, to work on the standards and definitions themselves, since no progress could be made until all were agreed on what data was to be considered.  To that end, between July 2008 and March 2009, representatives from the Department for Children, Schools and Families (DCSF), Office for National Statistics (ONS), the Local Government Association (LGA), Children's Workforce Development Council (CWDC), Training Development Agency (TDA) and other organisations participated in a Data Standards Working Group (SWG).  The subject of the group was data on the Children’s and Young People’s Workforce, plus data on the Local Government workforce. 

	2.3
	The proposed harmonised data standards and definitions take account of existing standards and working practices and are based on the Schools Workforce Census, the National Minimum Dataset for Social Care,  Children’s Service Mapping and the Local Government Earnings Survey. 

	3
	The Proposals

	3.1
	We would be grateful if you could view the consultation material which includes the proposed data standards and definitions and related data model and feedback your views and comments by 20 July.   

	4
	How To Respond

	4.1
	Consultation responses can be completed online at www.dcsf.gov.uk/consultations or by emailing ims.mailbox@dcsf.gsi.gov.uk or by downloading a response form which should be completed and sent to:

Strategy and Relationships Team, Department for Children, Schools and Families, 4th Floor Sanctuary Buildings, Great Smith Street, London SW1P 3BT.

	5
	Additional Copies

	5.1
	Additional copies are available electronically and can be downloaded from the Department for Children, Schools and Families e-consultation website at: https://www.dcsf.gov.uk/consultations

	6
	Plans for making results public

	6.1
	The results of the consultation and the Department's response will be published on the Department for Children, Schools and Families e-consultation website by Autumn 2009.


