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In the Young Runaways Action Plan published in June 2008 the Government committed to updating guidance for local authorities on supporting children and young people who go missing from home or care. The existing guidance was published by the Department of Health in 2002. This draft guidance has been produced with help and support from our statutory and voluntary sector deliver partners, and we now invite comments as part of a formal consultation process.
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	Revised Statutory Guidance for Local Authorities on Children Missing from Home or Care

	A Consultation

	To
This consultation seeks the views of those who have a role to play in safeguarding children and supporting vulnerable young people including healthcare professionals and the police force.

Issued
12 January 2009

Enquiries To
If your enquiry is related to the policy content of the consultation you can contact the Public Communications Unit on: 

Telephone: 0870 000 2288

e-mail: info@dcsf.gsi.gov.uk



	
	Contact Details

	
	Contact Details
If your enquiry is related to the DCSF e-consultation website or the consultation process in general, you can contact the Consultation Unit by e-mail: consultation.unit@dcsf.gsi.gov.uk or by telephone: 0870 000 2288.

	1
	Executive Summary

	1.1
	The Every Child Matters agenda states that children have the right to happy, healthy and safe childhoods that will prepare them for adult life.

The Children’s Plan builds on this by making the assertion that Britain should be the best place in the world for children and young people to grow up and sets out a number of goals to achieve this. 

	1.2
	The Government has a particular responsibility to safeguard the young and vulnerable. Chapter 2 of the Children’s Plan –Safe and Sound – sets out the vision for making children’s safety everyone’s responsibility. One of the key principles underpinning the Children’s Plan is that local services need to be shaped by and responsive to children, young people and families, not designed around professionals. This is of  vital importance when it comes to supporting children and young people who go missing or decide to runaway.

	1.3
	Running away can be symptomatic of wider problems in a child or young person’s life but whatever the reason one thing is very clear: children who decide to run away are unhappy, vulnerable and in danger. 

As well as short term risks there are also long term implications, adults with serious problems have often run away as children. Nearly half of sentenced prisoners report having run away as children; and nearly half of homeless young people at Centrepoint ran away as children.

	1.4
	In June 2008 the Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families published the Young Runways Action Plan. The plan was developed after evidence from The Children’s Society report Stepping Up and findings from a series of parliamentary hearings led by Helen Southworth MP and other members of the All Party Parliamentary Group for Children who Run Away or Go Missing, found that more needs to be done to support young people who runaway from home. 

The Action Plan highlights the Government’s commitment to working with local authorities, the police and the voluntary sector to ensure that young people who run away from home, or who feel they have to leave, are kept safe, and receive the immediate and ongoing support they need.

	1.5
	This guidance is a revised version of the Missing from Care and Home Guidance published by the Department of Health in 2002. The Government committed to updating the guidance in the Young Runaways Action Plan to reflect recent developments across the children’s services agenda, in particular the introduction of the Common Assessment Framework (CAF) and role of the Lead Professional. 

The guidance serves to safeguard all runaways and to redress the imbalance that currently exists between services offered to runaways from the looked after population and those who run from home. The Children’s Society report Stepping Up found that half of local authorities surveyed had no protocol for managing cases of children missing from home, however nearly 93% had protocols for children missing from care.  

	1.6
	Establishing strong communication networks between agencies and practitioners in the locality will help ensure risk factors are identified early and the completion of a Common Assessment Framework (CAF) where necessary, will identify which services are required to address the young person’s needs. 

This guidance will also draw out the particular requirements related to responding to children who go missing from care. We know that children who run away from care are overrepresented in missing person’s reports

	1.7
	Local authorities have specific statutory responsibilities towards all looked after children which they must fulfil. Where there is a possibility that an individual looked after child might go missing from their care placement their personal care plan should include strategies to minimise this possibility. 
 
This revised guidance will help local authorities provide the best possible support for all children who feel they need to run away, wherever they run from by shining a light on some of the good practice that already exists. The guidance contains case studies covering a range of examples and provides links to other useful information

	1.8
	The guidance also addresses the following issues:
• Roles and responsibilities in a multi-agency response, within and across LA borders, including strong working with the police and the role the voluntary sector can play in providing independent and non-statutory services to children running away from home and care.

• The need for local and regional protocols to be in place – especially for out of hours referrals.

• The importance of a full needs assessment– such as the CAF – for young people who have run away from home, so that their broader needs can be identified and addressed.

• The importance of a return interview for children and young people missing from both home and care to explore the reasons they ran away, referring on or linking into care planning as appropriate. 

• Recommended characteristics of and standards for provision of effective emergency accommodation drawing on the findings of the emergency accommodation review.

• Practices and procedures for gathering information and intelligence on running away in an area, to support the new national indicator and to inform local practice.
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	How To Respond

	2.1
	Consultation responses can be completed online at www.dcsf.gov.uk/consultations by emailing missingfromhomeandcareguidance.consultation@dcsf.gsi.gov.uk  or by downloading a response form which should be completed and sent to:

Young Runaways Team
DCSF
4 FL
SANCTUARY BUILDINGS
Great Smith Street
London
SW1P 3BT 
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	Additional Copies

	3.1
	Additional copies are available electronically and can be downloaded from the Department for Children, Schools and Families e-consultation website at: 
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/consultations
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	Plans for making results public

	4.1
	The results of the consultation and the Department's response will be published on the DCSF e-consultation website at the end of April 2009.


