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Introduction

A formal 12 week consultation exercise took place starting from 9 July in order to obtain views on proposed amendments to the Education (School Teachers’ Qualifications) England Regulations from interested parties. The consultation ended on 1 October 2009. 

60% of responses were received on-line and 40% received via email.

The report begins with an overview followed by an analysis of each question within the consultation.
Overview

The weight of response was in favour of proceeding with the regulatory changes. A number of responses raised issues which they thought the Department should address.  We believe that most of these can be addressed through process or guidance which will be placed on the website of the Training and Development Agency for Schools (TDA) or General Teaching Council for England (GTCE) as appropriate.   

The changes proposed were to:

i)
require overseas trained teachers (OTTs) who are recognised by the 


General Teaching Council Scotland (GCTS) and General Teaching 


Council Northern Ireland (GTCNI) to have carried out a period of 


training in those countries before being awarded Qualified Teacher 


Status (QTS) in England;

ii)
provide a legal basis for awarding QTS on an assessment-only basis; and

iii)
provide for trainee teachers working in British service schools abroad 


to be awarded QTS on the basis of their teaching in those schools;

The Response Type and Number of Responses 

In all, the consultation received 40 responses via the Department’s e-consultation site and our dedicated email address. We would like to thank all those who took the time to respond. 

The organisational breakdown of respondents was as follows: 

	Responses by type
	Number of responses

	Local Authority 
	12

	Teacher Training Provider
	6

	OFSTED Official
	2

	Headteacher
	2

	Teacher Union
	4

	Maintained School
	1

	Other
	13

	Total
	40


Summary
Consultees were asked to respond to the following questions:
Overseas Trained Teachers (OTTs) registered in Scotland or Northern Ireland 
Question 1 – Do you foresee any problems with the recommended suggestion?

The majority of respondents did not foresee any problems with closing the loophole on OTTs registered in Scotland and Northern Ireland.  Those who responded positively thought the change sensible and consider that it will resolve an ongoing issue that periodically surfaces as teachers trained abroad seek to gain Qualified Teacher Status (QTS) in England without completing the OTT programme of Initial Teacher Training (ITT).

The main points of concern from those opposing the proposal centred on the view that 60 days is insufficient for an OTT to demonstrate proficiency for teaching purposes in schools in England. Concerns were also expressed about how the period will be applied and checks made. 

Department’s comments: The purpose of the change is to prevent OTTs from gaining QTS with no teaching experience in Britain by registering in Scotland/Northern Ireland. The 60 day period is the normal period an OTT needs to teach in Scotland to become fully registered. It closes a loophole which has been exploited by a small number of OTTs who have sought to get around the need to take the Overseas Trained Teacher Programme in England by simply being registered by the GTCS or recognised by the DTCNI without having taught in those countries. The operation and verification of the 60 day requirement will be performed by the GTCE where guidance will be placed on the Council’s website.           

Assessment-only access to QTS
Question 2a – Do you agree that this should be possible for people who already are experienced teachers?

Question 2b – Do you envisage any issues for teachers and training providers arising from this change?

The balance of response was marginally in favour of proceeding with the legal change to introduce arrangements to introduce a method of assessment against the QTS standards, without training, for teachers with experience and who meet conditions which mirror those for ITT trainees.  Support for the proposal in principle on the basis that it will extend similar provision already being offered by an existing ITT provider which is over-subscribed. The Department was urged to ensure that there is a robust process for the accreditation of prior learning, assessment against the prescribed standards and including a portfolio of evidence. The TDA have consulted on a set of ITT requirements which will cover these matters making clear that standards will not slip. 

The main concern respondents opposing the proposal had was the view that the introduction of this arrangement will devalue the status of teachers and possibly lead to a reduction in teacher quality because of the absence of any teacher training. 

Department’s comments: This proposal is intended only for experienced teachers who for example may have been teaching in independent schools or the further education sector for many years without QTS. People coming through the assessment only route will only gain QTS if they can demonstrate that they meet all the QTS Standards currently applying to all ITT routes. Those are a common set of standards which apply irrespective of the route taken to QTS. On that basis, there should be no question of the status of teachers being devalued or a reduction in the quality of teachers.
Training in British Service Schools abroad

Question 3 – Do you agree that trainees in Service Children’s Education Schools should not need to have had placement wholly or mainly in England?

The majority of respondents agreed with this proposal viewing it as a sensible and an appropriate amendment which recognises the actual position of these schools and a long overdue change to the regulations. The comments emphasised though the need for the same inspection criteria to be applied as for mainland schools and the National Curriculum must be followed. These are matters which will addressed by the TDA in developing the proposals.   

Those who do not agree with the proposals gave reasons including that the context is too different and experience in such schools is of less direct 
relevance than experience in mainstream schools in England. 
Department’s comments: The proposal is that trainees in these schools will follow a self-funded Graduate Teacher Programme in conjunction with a training provider in England where trainees will have to demonstrate they meet the QTS Standards before they can be recommended for the award of QTS.     

Next Steps
The Regulations will be laid on 9 December 2009 and subject to Parliamentary approval will come into force on 1 January 2010. 
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