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INTRODUCTION
The Department would like to thank all those who took the time to respond to the consultation, launched in November 2009 by the previous Government, on the new Children’s Trust guidance.
The document set out the previous Government’s proposals for prescribing Children’s Trust co-operation arrangements, including the requirement for every local area to have a Children’s Trust Board with responsibility for preparing and monitoring the implementation of the Children and Young People’s Plan (CYPP). The consultation closed on 29 January 2010.
The new coalition Government, which took office on 11 May 2010, ushered in a change of policy in relation Children’s Trust legislation marked by a move away from central prescription and towards greater flexibility. In line with this approach the Secretary of State for Education announced on 22 July 2010 that he proposed to:
· Remove the duty on schools to co-operate through Children’s Trusts via the forthcoming Education Bill.
· Remove the requirement on local authorities to set up a Children’s Trust Board and the requirement on those Boards to prepare and publish a joint Children and Young People’s Plan, at the first available legislative opportunity.

SUMMARY OF RESPONSES
There were 144 responses to the online consultation document. The list of those who responded (not including confidential responses) is on page six. The organisational breakdown of respondents was as follows:
	Sector
	Responses

	Children's Trust Board:
	35
	24%

	Voluntary/Community sector:
	30
	21%

	Other (please specify):
	17
	12%

	Health sector (other):
	14
	10%

	Local authority senior management:
	13
	9%

	School sector:
	11
	8%

	Director of Children's Services:
	6
	4%

	Primary Care Trust:
	5
	3%

	Strategic Health Authority:
	3
	2%

	Further Education sector:
	3
	2%

	Local authority Chief Executive:
	2
	1%

	Early years sector:
	2
	1%

	Elected Member (Lead Member for Children's Services):
	1
	1%

	Professional working with young people:
	1
	1%

	Police:
	1
	1%

	Total:
	144
	100%


KEY THEMES EMERGING FROM THE CONSULTATION
Overall, responses to the proposed guidance were generally supportive and agreed with either all or some of the consultation questions. However, while there was strong agreement with the principles of partnership working a majority of responses from local authorities raised concerns over the level of prescription and bureaucratic burdens represented by the new guidance and the proposed scope and content of the new Children and Young People’s Plan regulations.
NEXT STEPS
In line with current Government policy the Children’s Trusts Statutory guidance on co-operation arrangements, including the Children’s Trust Board and the Children and Young People’s Plan (DCSF 2010) will be withdrawn at the earliest opportunity.
OVERVIEW OF RESPONSES TO QUESTIONS
Q1. Overall, do you agree that the guidance will help to strengthen the engagement of Children’s Trust partners (statutory or otherwise)? If not, what else is needed? 

There were 138 responses to this question.

106 (77%) Yes

6 (4%) No

26 (19%) Not sure

Q2. Does the guidance provide a clear explanation (in chapter one) of what the Children’s Trust and the Children’s Trust Board are and do, and how they are different? If not, how else should this be covered?

There were 125 responses to this question.

95 (76%) Yes

12 (10%) No

18 (14%) Not sure

Q3. Does the guidance provide sufficient clarity (in chapters two and seven) on how partners should be represented on the Children’s Trust Board? If not, how else should this be covered?
There were 128 responses to this question.

66 (52%) Yes

28 (22%) No

34 (27%) Not sure

Q4. Does this guidance make clear (in chapter three) the integrated tools and processes to be used in Children’s Trust co-operation arrangements? If not, how else should this be covered?
There were 124 responses to this question.

77 (62%) Yes

12 (10%) No

35 (28%) Not sure
Q5. Does the guidance make clear (in chapter four) what the responsibilities of the Children’s Trust partners and the Children’s Trust Board are around commissioning?
There were 118 responses to this question.

69 (58%) Yes

21 (18%) No

28 (24%) Not sure

Q6. Does the guidance make clear (in chapter six) the role of the Children’s Trust Board in developing the local workforce strategy? If not, how else should this be covered?
There were 119 responses to this question.

61 (51%) Yes

33 (28%) No

25 (21%) Not sure

Q7. Does the guidance make clear (in chapter seven) how to set up the Children’s Trust Board? If not, how else should this be covered?
There were 112 responses to this question.

 85 (76 %) Yes

11 (10%) No

16 (14%) Not sure

Q8. Should the guidance provide (in chapter seven) additional information about the support and challenge role of the Government Office, and how they will work with the Children’s Trust partners and the Board on areas where they may need improvement support?
There were 109 responses to this question.

79 (72%) Yes

15 (14%) No

15 (14%) Not sure

Q9. Does the guidance make clear (in chapter eight) what the responsibilities of the Children’s Trust Board are around representing children and young people’s interests [and ensuring that the CYPP is properly reflected] in wider strategic planning overseen by the Local Strategic Partnership? If not, how else should this be covered?
There were 120 responses to this question.

88 (73%) Yes

12 (10%) No

20 (17%) Not sure

Q10. Does the guidance make clear (in chapter eight) what steps the Board should take in preparing, publishing and reviewing the CYPP? If not, how else should this be covered?
There were 114 responses to this question.

93 (82%) Yes

10 (9%) No

11 (10%) Not sure

Q11. Do you agree it would be helpful if the guidance were linked to “good practice” examples hosted on existing websites? Do you have any examples of web-sites to suggest? What would be the most helpful way of spreading good practice and through which websites?
There were 117 responses to this question.

106 (91%) Yes

6 (5%) No

5 (4%) Not sure

Q12. Do you agree that the matters to be dealt with in the Plan as set out in Section 4 of the Regulations are appropriate?
There were 107 responses to this question.

85 (79%) Yes

10 (9%) No

12 (11%) Not sure

Q13. Are there additional requirements that you would like to see set out in the Regulations? If so, what are they?
There were 98 responses to this question.

49 (50%) No

39 (40%) Yes

10 (10%) Not sure

LIST OF ORGANISATIONS THAT RESPONDED

	Organisation

	ACPO Children and Young People 

	Anglia Ruskin University

	Archdiocese of Southwark

	Association of Colleges 

	Association of Directors of Children's Services

	Association of School and College Leaders

	Audit Commission

	Barnsley Metropolitan Borough Council

	Birmingham Children and Young People’s Partnership

	Birmingham Voluntary Service Council

	Blackburn with Darwen Borough Council

	Board of Deputies of British Jews

	Bradford Children’s Trust

	British Association for Counselling and Psychotherapy (BACP)

	British Heart Foundation

	Bury Children’s Trust 

	Care Quality Commission

	Catholic Education Service

	Centrepoint

	Cheshire Children, Young People and Families Voluntary, Community and Faith Sector HUB

	Children & Young People’s Partnership Swindon

	Children's Workforce Development Council

	Church of England Education Division

	City of York Council

	Confederation of heads of young people's services

	Connexions Kent & Medway

	Council for Disabled Children (CDC)

	County Durham Children’s Trust

	Coventry Community Health Services 

	Cumbria Children's Trust Board

	Darlington Borough Council

	Department for Health 

	Dorset County Council

	Education Otherwise

	Fairbridge 

	Gateshead’s Children and Young People’s Partnership

	Hampshire County Council

	Herefordshire Council on behalf of Herefordshire Children’s Trust

	Hertfordshire Children's Trust Partnership

	Home-Start UK

	Hull Children’s Trust Board

	Implementation Review Unit

	Independent Academies Association 

	Isle of Wight Council/ Isle of Wight Children's Trust

	Jobcentre Plus

	Junction, The

	Kensington and Chelsea Children's Trust 

	Kent County Council

	Leicestershire County Council

	Lincolnshire County Council

	Liverpool City Council

	London Borough of Richmond upon Thames 

	London Borough of Tower Hamlets

	London Serious Youth Violence Board

	Loose Junior School

	Manchester City Council on behalf of Manchester Children’s Trust Board

	Medway Council

	Merton Children's Trust Board

	Milton Keynes Children's Trust Board

	NASUWT teachers’ union 

	National Advisory Council for Children's Mental Health and Emotional Wellbeing

	National Association for Voluntary and Community Action (NAVCA)

	National Association of Independent Schools and Non-Maintained Special Schools (NASS) 

	National Autistic Society

	National CAMHS Support Service  

	National Children's Bureau 

	National College for Leadership of Schools and Children’s Services

	National Council for Voluntary Youth Services (NCVYS)

	National Day Nurseries Association

	National Information Governance Board for Health and Social Care

	National Mental Health Equalities Programme 

	National Youth Agency, The

	Natspec (Association of National Specialist Colleges)

	NHS Berkshire West

	NHS Eastern and Coastal Kent

	NHS Eastern and Coastal Kent and NHS West Kent

	NHS Hartlepool

	NHS South West

	NHS Warrington Community Services Unit

	Norfolk and Norwich University Hospital

	North East Lincolnshire Children’s Trust

	North Tees & Hartlepool NHS Foundation Trust

	Northamptonshire Children's Trust

	Nottinghamshire Children’s Trust, including Nottinghamshire Safeguarding Children’s Board

	Office of the Children’s Rights Director

	Oldham Community Health services; Part of NHS Oldham

	On Behalf of Staffordshire Children’s Trust

	Ormiston Children & Families Trust

	Participation Works

	Peterborough Children’s Trust Partnership Board

	Place2Be, The 

	Play England

	Pre-school Learning Alliance

	Royal College of General Practitioners 

	Royal College of Nursing 

	Royal College of Psychiatrists

	Sandwell MBC

	Sandwell PCT and Council

	Shelter

	Shropshire Children's Trust

	SkillsActive

	South West Development Centre

	Southampton City Council 

	Stockport Children’s Trust Board

	Stockton-on-Tees Borough Council

	Stoke-on-Trent Children & Young People’s Trust

	Suffolk Children's Trust 

	Sunderland Children’s Trust

	Susan Isaacs Nursery School

	Telford and Wrekin Children's Trust

	Thurrock Children's Trust Board

	Training & Development Agency for Schools

	TreeHouse

	UNISON

	Voice the Union

	Wandsworth Council

	Warwickshire Children's Trust

	West Sussex County Council

	Whitstone Head School

	Wirral Council

	Wolverhampton City Council  

	Women's Aid

	Worcestershire County Council

	Young Lives Bradford, Bradford CVS

	Young People’s Learning Agency

	YoungMinds

	Youth Justice Board for England and Wales
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