Becoming an Accredited School Provider or an Accredited Schools Group: Proposal template for organisations seeking accreditation 
Please refer to the two guidance documents on becoming an Accredited School Provider or Accredited Schools Group to support you in submitting a proposal. The first guidance document gives information on the accreditation system and the second document defines the criteria for accreditation.
The proposal template should be completed electronically and emailed to
accreditation.SYSTEM@dcsf.gsi.gov.uk.

Proposals to become an Accredited School Provider can be submitted from:
· Non-educational organisations which do not have have direct experience of being accountable for the governance of a school, college or university.
· Non-educational organisations which have sponsored one Academy or been the lead partner of one school in a majority trust.

· Education organisations and institutions and organisations which have undertaken significant partnership work but do not have experience of being directly accountable for a school through an Academy, majority trust or hard federation.
· Education organisations and institutions which sponsor one Academy, are federated with another school, or are the lead partner with one or two schools in a majority trust.

· Educational consultancies and other organisations that do not have prior experience of being directly accountable for a school, college or university.
Please note that non-educational institutions may submit proposals as part of a consortium with an educational co-sponsor, but are not required to do so. If they seek accreditation in their own right, they should set out what their education strategy is and how they will access the relevant expertise and school improvement experience required. Proposals from consortiums should include the section completed by the non-educational lead organisation under Part Two on track record, and also the relevant section completed by the education co-sponsor.
Accredited providers may choose to work with an educational co-sponsor or partner at any point. These co-sponsors and partners do not need to seek accreditation, but we would expect them to meet the criteria on track record.

Proposals to become an Accredited Schools Groups can be submitted from educational institutions which are directly accountable for the leadership and governance in two or more schools.
This proposal template first asks for basic information on the organisation, it then asks for evidence that the organisation meets the criteria for accreditation.
Basic details:
	Name of the organisation:
	

	Contact position (job title):
	

	Address:

Post Code:
	

	Telephone number:
	

	Email address:
	

	Website address:
	

	Is the organisation:

i)
a public limited company


ii)
a private company limited by shares


iii)
a private company limited by guarantee


iv)
a limited liability partnership 


v)
an unincorporated partnership


vi)
an individual


vii)
a maintained school


viii)
an independent school


ix)
a college


x)
a university


xi)
a registered charity


xii)
a diocese

	Yes/No

Yes/No

Yes/No

Yes/No

Yes/No

Yes/No

Yes/No

Yes/No

Yes/No

Yes/No

Yes/No

Yes/No

	Please indicate if the organisation is applying as a consortium and give the name, address and main contact of the co-sponsor or partner.


Interests of the organisation

	Please indicate whether you are seeking accreditation as an Accredited School Provider or Accredited Schools Group.
Please refer to the guidance if you are unsure.

	Is the organisation interested in:

i) sponsoring an Academy(ies)?
ii) being the lead partner of a majority trust?
iii) leading a federation?
	Yes/No

Yes/No
Yes/No

	Please indicate which regions the organisation is interested in becoming a sponsor/lead partner in:

i) East Midlands 

ii) East of England 

iii) Greater London 

iv) North East England 

v) North West England 

vi) South East England 

vii) South West England 

viii) West Midlands 

ix) Yorkshire and the Humber 
	Yes/No

Yes/No

Yes/No

Yes/No

Yes/No

Yes/No

Yes/No

Yes/No
Yes/No


Maintained schools only:
	LA/Establishment number:
	

	DCSF URN:
	

	Category of school:
	


Private and third sector organisations only:
	Charities or other Registration number:
	

	Please specify registering body:
	

	Date of Registration:
	

	Registered address if different from the above:

Post Code:
	

	VAT Registration number:
	


Private sector organisations only:
	Business activities

	What are the main business activities of the organisation, the main business activities of each co-partner?



	Insurance

	Does the organisation have employer’s liability insurance or public liability insurance in place? 
	Yes/No


	Professional and business standing

	Do any of the following apply to the organisation (or any consortium member), or to (any of) its director(s)/partners/proprietor(s) or individual applicants:

	Is in a state of bankruptcy, insolvency, compulsory winding up, receivership, composition with creditors (including any Individual Voluntary Arrangement), or subject to an Administration Order or any legal proceedings concerning their solvency?
	Yes/No

	Has been convicted of a criminal offence?
	Yes/No

	Is involved in any illegal activities?
	Yes/No

	Has not fulfilled obligations related to payment of taxes?
	Yes/No

	Is guilty of serious misrepresentation in supplying information?
	Yes/No

	Is not in possession of relevant licences or membership of an appropriate organisation where required by law?
	Yes/No

	Is included in the list kept under section 1 of the Protection of Children Act 1999(4) (list of those considered by the Secretary of State as unsuitable to work with children)?
	Yes/No

	Is subject to a direction of the Secretary of State under section 142 of the Education Act 2002 (5) (or any other disqualification, prohibition or restriction which takes effect as if contained in such a direction)?
	Yes/No

	Is disqualified from working with children under sections 28, 29 or 29A of the Criminal Justice and Court Services Act 2000(6)?
	Yes/No

	Is disqualified from registration under Part 10A of the Children Act 1989(7) for child minding or providing day care?
	Yes/No

	Is disqualified from registration under Part 3 of the Childcare Act 2006(8)?
	Yes/No

	Is detained under the Mental Health Act 1983(10)?
	Yes/No


	If the answer to any of these questions is “Yes” please give brief details below:

	


	Financial information

	Please confirm that, during your organisation’s last three financial years it has been able to pay its debts as they have fallen due (as such term is defined in section 123 of the Insolvency Act 1986).
Please provide evidence to support this confirmation, for example, an accountant's letter or director’s statement.
	Yes/No

	Please confirm that during such time no insolvency proceedings (or events with equivalent effect) have been successful against your organisation.
	Yes/No

	Please provide a declaration of solvency from your organisation’s most senior management (for example directors or governing body) that, having made full enquiry into your organisation’s affairs, they are satisfied that your organisation will be able to pay its debts in full, together with any interest, for the next 12 months. 

	Has the organisation experienced a budget deficit in their last three sets of published annual accounts? 
	Yes/No

	If “Yes” please explain why and provide the most recent forecast surpluses/deficits:



	Has the organisation met the terms of its banking facilities and loan agreements (if any) during the past year?
	Yes/No

	If “No” what were the reasons, and what has been done to ensure the applicant or consortium member can meet the terms of the facilities and loan agreements in the future?


	Has the organisation met all its obligations to pay its creditors (if any) and staff during the past year?
	Yes/No

	Has any person who is a member of the organisation:
Within ten years prior to the date of this bid become bankrupt, entered into an Individual Voluntary Arrangement, become  the subject of an Administration Order, entered into a formal debt management plan or otherwise made any composition with their creditors on the basis that they were unable to meet their personal liabilities?
	Yes/No

	If “Yes” please give details:



	The organisation has submitted a five-year financial forecast to accompany this proposal.
	Yes/No

	Please confirm that the organisation does not have a budget deficit.
	Yes/No


	Declaration

	We declare that to the best of our knowledge the answers submitted in this bid (and any supporting modules) are correct. 
We understand that the information will be used in the evaluation process to assess our organisation’s suitability to be an accredited provider.

We agree that if we have made false statements in this bid, our application will be rejected and where any agreement has been entered into following the making of any such statement that agreement will be immediately terminable at the DCSF’s discretion.

	We declare that we will inform the Secretary of State immediately in writing if we become aware that the responses to any of the questions in this bid change prior to entering into any legal agreements to run schools, in which event the Secretary of State reserves the right to suspend or terminate our approved school provider status and/or disqualify me/our organisation/ ourselves from sponsoring an Academy/becoming a partner of a Trust school/federation.

	We agree to identify and support personnel to act as trustees of the new school on a continuing basis.

	Completed by:

	Name:
	

	Position (job title):
	

	Date:
	

	Telephone number:
	

	Signature:
	


Demonstrating the criteria for accreditation
Part One – Evidence which demonstrates the vision and capacity of the organisation to lead improvement in one or more schools through sponsoring Academies or being the lead partner in a majority trust or federation
Assessment of this section
The assessment of the proposals will be based solely on the evidence provided in the proposal and it may be necessary to follow this up with a discussion and/or a visit should further information be needed. The proposal should include examples and evidence as appropriate. The proposal should also specifically address the required areas and be as concise as possible.
Proposals which are lengthy and include information which is not relevant will be very difficult to assess, and it will take longer to complete the process.
	1.1
	Vision to lead improvement as an accredited provider

	Please set out what the organisation’s vision as an accredited provider will be, referring to the criteria in the guidance document. 




	1.2
	Capacity to lead improvement as an accredited provider

	Please set out what the organisation’s capacity is and will be as an accredited provider, referring to the criteria in the guidance document. 




Part Two – Organisational and educational expertise and track record
A:
For non-educational lead organisations seeking accreditation and educational institutions which do not have experience of contributing directly to the leadership and governance of a school 
This section of the form should be used by those organisations demonstrating the criteria under 2.1 and 2.2:
· 2.1 – Non-educational lead organisations

· 2.2 -  Educational consultancies and charities and other educational institutions that are not directly accountable for governance of a school, college or university

2.1 – Non-educational lead organisations 

	2.1a
	Leadership and management

	Please demonstrate the organisation’s track record in leadership and management. 




	2.1b
	Achievement and outcomes

	Please demonstrate the organisation’s track record achievement and outcomes. 




	2.1c
	Commitment to partnership working

	Please demonstrate the organisation’s commitment to partnership working




	2.1d
	Educational and school improvement expertise 

	If the organisation is not submitting a proposal as a consortium with an educational co-sponsor, it should set out its education strategy and how it will access the relevant educational expertise and school improvement experience.



2.2 – Educational consultancies and charities and other educational

institutions that do not directly govern schools and are therefore not

accountable for standards in a school, college or university 

	2.2a
	Leadership and management

	Please demonstrate the organisation’s track record in leadership and management. 




	2.2b
	 Pupils’ achievement

	Please demonstrate the organisation’s track record in pupils’ achievement. 




	2.2c
	Partnership working 

	Please demonstrate the organisation’s track record in partnership working. 




B:
For educational lead sponsors and partners seeking accreditation, and for educational co-sponsors and partners seeking accreditation as part of a consortium (for example, with a non-educational or educational lead sponsor or partner).
This section of the form should be used by:

Educational institutions or organisations seeking accreditation as an Accredited

School Provider or Accredited Schools Group, and those educational organisations seeking accreditation as part of a consortium with a non-educational or educational lead organisation. Organisations should submit evidence to demonstrate the criteria under 2.3–2.8:
2.3:
Maintained schools 

2.4:
Independent schools

2.5:
Further education and Sixth-form colleges

2.6:
Higher education institutions

2.7:
Church of England and Roman Catholic Dioceses, other faith and groups and other organisations that directly lead and govern schools

2.8:
Organisations that are lead sponsors of open Academies and open majority trusts and federations that have been established as a result of a Local Authority intervention
	Leadership and management

	Please demonstrate the organisation’s track record in leadership and management.



	Pupils’ and students’ achievement 

	Please demonstrate the organisation’s track record in high levels of pupils’ and students’ achievement.



	Partnership working

	Please demonstrate the organisation’s track record in partnership working.
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