	Working Together to Safeguard Children

Consultation Response Form

The closing date for this consultation is: 11 February 2010
Your comments must reach us by that date.
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THIS FORM IS NOT INTERACTIVE. If you wish to respond electronically please use the online or offline response facility available on the Department for Children, Schools and Families e-consultation website (http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/consultations).
The information you provide in your response will be subject to the Freedom of Information Act 2000 and Environmental Information Regulations, which allow public access to information held by the Department. This does not necessarily mean that your response can be made available to the public as there are exemptions relating to information provided in confidence and information to which the Data Protection Act 1998 applies. You may request confidentiality by ticking the box provided, but you should note that neither this, nor an automatically-generated e-mail confidentiality statement, will necessarily exclude the public right of access.

	Please tick if you want us to keep your response confidential.
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	Name
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	Organisation (if applicable)
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	Address:
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If your enquiry is related to the policy content of the consultation please email :

working.together@nsdu.gsi.gov.uk
 

If you have a query relating to the consultation process you can contact the Consultation Unit on:

Telephone: 01928 794888

Fax: 01928 794 311

e-mail: consultation.unit@dcsf.gsi.gov.uk
Please select one that best describes you as a respondent
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	Local authority childrens service
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	LSCB
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	Other local authority service
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	SHA
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	PCT
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	Health sector(other)
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	Police
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	Probation board
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	Youth Offending Team
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	Parent/Carer
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	Young person under the age of 19
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	Third sector
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	Private sector
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	Schools sector
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	Early years sector
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	Please Specify:



	


The following questions relate to chapter two.

1 a) Does chapter 2 sufficiently capture the wide range of partners who share responsibility for safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children?  Please give any suggested additions.
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not sure
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	Comments:



	


1 b) Are their roles and responsibilities sufficiently clear?  Please give any suggested additions.
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not sure
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	Comments:



	


The following questions relate to chapter three.

2 Does chapter 3 clearly set out the LSCBs responsibilities to improve the outcomes of children?  Please give any suggested additions.
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not sure
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	Comments:



	


3 Is the guidance clear enough on the responsibilities of LSCBs and partner agencies in relation to agreeing local thresholds for making referrals to children's social care services?  Please give suggestions on how it could be clearer.
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not sure


	[image: image38.png]



	Comments:



	


4 Is the relationship between the LSCB and Children Trust Board clear?  Please give any suggested additions.

	[image: image39.png]



	Yes
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	No
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	Not sure
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	Comments:



	


5 Are the expectations regarding the LSCB annual report clear?  Please give any suggested additions.
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not sure
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	Comments:



	


6 Are the expectations regarding the the appointment of lay members to the LSCB clear?  Please give any suggested additions.
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	Yes
	[image: image48.png]



	No
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	Not sure


	[image: image50.png]



	Comments:



	


The following questions relate to chapter four

7 a) Are the respective roles and responsibilities of employers, Children's Trusts and LSCBs in respect of staff training set out clearly enough?  Please give suggestions about what else might assist in providing clarity.
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not sure
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	Comments:



	


7 b) Would it be helpful to have more detail which sets out the generic elements of effective supervision for all types of practitioners?  Please give suggestions about what these generic elements should be.

	[image: image55.png]



	Yes
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	No
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	Not sure
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	Comments:



	


The following questions relate to chapter 5.

8 Is the focus on understanding what the child's daily life experiences and wishes and feelings are when undertaking an assessment of a child in need and intervening, including where they are suspected to be suffering significant harm, strong enough?  Please give suggestions on how it could be strengthened.
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not sure
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	Comments:



	


9 Is the guidance on when to make a referral to children's social care services clear?  Please give suggestions about how it could be improved.
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not sure
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	Comments:



	


10 Do you agree with the proposal in Chapter 5 at 5.37 that an initial assessment, where one is undertaken, should be completed within a maximum of ten working days of the date of referral (this is a suggested change from the previous 7 day timeframe)?  Please give further comments.
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not sure
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	Comments:



	


11 For looked after children, who are also the subject of a child protection plan, do you agree that the child protection plan should form part of the looked after child's overarching care plan?  Please give suggestions about how this proposal might be taken forward in practice.
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not sure
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	Comments:



	


This question relates to chapter six

12 This chapter provides references to other guidance which is supplementary to Working Together in respect of particular groups of potentially vulnerable children and categories of abuse.  Do you have any comments on this chapter?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not sure
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	Comments:



	


The following questions relate to chapter seven

13 The paragraphs on the roles and responsibilities of the CDOP now occur before those on the rapid response team. Does the revised structure of the chapter work?  Please give any other suggestions for the order of these paragraphs.
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not sure
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	Comments:



	


14 Will the revised definition of preventability assist CDOPs in making decisions on whether a child's death was preventable?  Please give any other suggestions for the definition.
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	Yes
	[image: image84.png]



	No
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	Not sure
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	Comments:



	


15 Is the definition of 'unexpected ' child deaths clear?  Please give any other suggestions for the definition.
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


16 Are the expectations regarding the involvement of parents in the process clear?  Please give any suggested additions.
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


The following question relates to chapter nine

17 Have you any suggestions about additional research findings that should be referred to in this chapter?  Please give your suggestions with references.
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure


	[image: image98.png]



	Comments:



	


The following question relates to chapter ten

18 Are there other aspects of working with children and their families that you think ought to be covered in this chapter?  Please give any suggested additions.
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


The following question relates to chapter eleven

19 Are there other groups of potentially vulnerable children or categories of abuse which you think should be mentioned in this chapter specifically?  Please give any suggested additions.
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


The following questions relate to chapter twelve

20 a) Are there other arrangements for managing individuals who pose a risk of harm to children which you think ought to be mentioned in this chapter?  Please give any suggested additions.
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


20 b) Do you have any comments on the arrangements described in this chapter (e.g. MAPPA, MARAC)?  Please give your comments.
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


Thank you for taking the time to let us have your views. We do not intend to acknowledge individual responses unless you place an 'X' in the box below.

Please acknowledge this reply [image: image115.png]



Here at the Department for Children, Schools and Families we carry out our research on many different topics and consultations. As your views are valuable to us, would it be alright if we were to contact you again from time to time either for research or to send through consultation documents?
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Yes
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No



All DCSF public consultations are required to conform to the following criteria within the Government Code of Practice on Consultation:

Criterion 1: Formal consultation should take place at a stage when there is scope to influence the policy outcome.

Criterion 2: Consultations should normally last for at least 12 weeks with consideration given to longer timescales where feasible and sensible.

Criterion 3: Consultation documents should be clear about the consultation process, what is being proposed, the scope to influence and the expected costs and benefits of the proposals.

Criterion 4: Consultation exercises should be designed to be accessible to, and clearly targeted at, those people the exercise is intended to reach.

Criterion 5: Keeping the burden of consultation to a minimum is essential if consultations are to be effective and if consultees’ buy-in to the process is to be obtained.

Criterion 6: Consultation responses should be analysed carefully and clear feedback should be provided to participants following the consultation.

Criterion 7: Officials running consultations should seek guidance in how to run an effective consultation exercise and share what they have learned from the experience.

If you have any comments on how DCSF consultations are conducted, please contact Donna Harrison, DCSF Consultation Co-ordinator, tel: 01928 794304 / email: donna.harrison@dcsf.gsi.gov.uk
Thank you for taking time to respond to this consultation.
Completed questionnaires and other responses should be sent to the address shown below by 11 February 2010

Send by post to:  

Working Together Consultation,

National Safeguarding Delivery Unit,

Department for Children, Schools and Families,

1st Floor, Sanctuary Buildings,

Great Smith Street,

London SW1P 3B

Send by e-mail to:working.together@nsdu.gsi.gov.uk

_1319268526

