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Consultation on draft Regulations to require local authorities in England to provide services designed to assist parents/carers to be able to continue to provide care for disabled children and young people, or to do so more effectively, by giving them access to short breaks from their caring responsibilities.  Also consulting on associated draft Statutory Guidance aimed at helping local authorities, and others, to understand the legal context of their duty to provide short breaks; issues related to eligibility for short breaks; the range of short breaks required; local assessment of sufficiency of provision; planning and information.
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	To
local authorities, parents, disabled children and young people, short break providers, interested voluntary sector organisations, Primary Care Trusts
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Enquiries To
If your enquiry is related to the policy content of the consultation you can contact John Perryman on:

Telephone: 0207 783 8263

e-mail: john.perryman@dcsf.gsi.gov.uk
Or, Jocelyn Shaw on:

Telephone: 0207 783 8799

Email: jocelyn.shaw@dcsf.gsi.gov.uk


	
	Contact Details

	
	If your enquiry is related to the DCSF e-consultation website or the consultation process in general, you can contact the Consultation Unit by e-mail: consultation.unit@dcsf.gsi.gov.uk or by telephone: 0870 000 2288.

	1
	Background and Context

	1.1
	Under Section 25 of the Children and Young Persons Act 2008, the Government introduced a new statutory duty on local authorities (LAs) to assist individuals who care for disabled children to continue to do so, or to do so more effectively, by giving them a break from their caring responsibilities.

	1.2
	When introducing this new duty, which it intends to bring into force from April 2011, the Government also stated that it would make related regulations in order to further define the legal requirements surrounding short break provision.

	1.3
	The draft regulations are intended to help ensure that LAs provide a full service offer in terms of their short break provision and services for families with disabled children in their area, which have been developed with the support of ring-fenced funding provided as part of the Government's Aiming High for Disabled Children (AHDC) programme.

	1.4
	Associated draft statutory guidance has also been developed.

	2
	The Proposals

	2.1
	The draft regulations apply to local authorities in England and require them to:

1. Provide services designed to assist parents/carers in their area to be able to continue to provide day-to-day care for their disabled children, or to do so more effectively, by giving them short breaks from their caring responsibilities.

2. To have regard to the needs of those parents/carers in their area who would be unable to continue to provide care for their disabled children unless short breaks from caring were given to them.

3. To have regard to the needs of parents/carers in their area who would be able to continue to provide care more effectively if a short break was given to them to allow them to undertake education, training, and any regular leisure activities, or carry out essential day-to-day tasks in order to run their household.

	2.2
	The draft regulations also indicate the range and type of short break services that must be provided by LAs, including in particular the need to provide, as appropriate:

· day-time care in the home of disabled children or elsewhere;

· overnight care in the home of disabled children or elsewhere; and

· educational or recreational activities for disabled children outside their homes.

The range of services provided by LA must be available in the evening, at weekends or during the school holidays as appropriate.

	2.3
	The draft regulations also require LAs to undertake, and to publish (linked to the publication of their Children and Young People's Plan through its local Children's Trust Board) a formal assessment of the sufficiency of their short break provision and services, to be informed by:

· the extent and demand for short breaks requested by parents/carers in their area;

· the extent to which parents/carers and disabled children are given short breaks; and

· the range and length of short breaks that are available to parents/carers and disabled children in their area.

	2.4
	The assessment must include details of the arrangement made by the Children Trust Board partners for co-ordinating with each other in respect of short break provision.

	2.5
	The first short break assessment must be published within two months of when the Regulations come into force, and subsequent assessments must be published on the same date as the Children Trust Board publishes their Children and Young People's plan. LAs must also review their short break assessment at the same time as the Board reviews the CYP plan. 

	2.6
	In preparing and reviewing their short break assessments the LA must consult locally and have regard to the views of parents/carers and disabled children and young people.

	2.7
	The proposed timetable for implementing the Regulations is:

· April 2010 consultation closes

· July 2010 regulation made (i.e. signed by Ministers) following analysis of the responses to the consultation, and laid before Parliament

· 1 April 2011 regulations come into force

· 1 June 2011 first local authority short breaks assessment to be published.

	3
	How To Respond

	3.1
	Consultation responses can be completed online at www.dcsf.gov.uk/consultations by emailing shortbreakregulations.consultation@dcsf.gsi.gov.uk or by downloading a response form which should be completed and sent to: John Perryman, Aiming High for Disabled Children (Short Breaks) Team, Department for Children, Schools and Families, Area 1E, Sanctuary Buildings, Great Smith Street, London SW1P 3BT.  

	3.2
	In addition, three consultation events are planned for the following dates and locations:

· 8th February, Leeds, Park Plaza Hotel, 12.00 - 16.00 p.m.

· 9th February, Birmingham, Crowne Plaza Hotel, NEC 10.00 - 13.00 p.m.

· 17th February, London, Russell Hotel, 10.00 - 13.00 p.m.

These events are being organised on behalf of the DCSF by Together for Disabled Children (TDC). If you would wish to know more about these events, or would wish to attend one, please contact:

Kate Whetton, Together for Disabled Children, Boundary House, 2 Wythall Green Way, Middle Lane, Wythall, Birmingham, B47 6LW. Telephone: 0121 683 2068. Email: events@togetherfdc.co.uk 

	4
	Additional Copies

	4.1
	Additional copies are available electronically and can be downloaded from the Department for Children, Schools and Families e-consultation website at: www.dcsf.gov.uk/consultations

	5
	Plans for making results public

	5.1
	The results of the consultation and the Department's response will be published on the DCSF e-consultation website by the end of July 2010.
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