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The Department is seeking responses to implementing the proposal made in the government's The Pupil and Parent Guarantees consultation document: "Parents will be expected to signal that they understand and will abide by schools' key policies (including their behaviour policy) during the application process".

This proposal is designed to meet the government commitment that every pupil will go to a school where there is good behaviour and strong discipline.

The change being consulted on is an amendment to the School Admissions Co-ordination Regulations, which will require all local authorities to include a statement on their common application form (CAF) which signals to parents the importance of complying with a school's policies once their child has been admitted and that by signing the form or making the application the parent is confirming that they accept those policies. 
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	Draft School Admissions (Co-ordination of Admission Arrangements) (England) (Amendment) Regulations 2010

	A Consultation

	To
This limited consultation is aimed primarily at local authorities, parents and schools but we welcome responses from any interested parties

Issued
11 February 2010

Enquiries To
If your enquiry is related to the policy content of the consultation you can contact DCSF Fair Access Unit on:

Telephone: 01325 391362

e-mail: admissions.consultation@dcsf.gsi.gov.uk


	
	Contact Details

	
	If your enquiry is related to the draft regulations and admissions in maintained schools you can contact the School Collaboration Organisation and Fair Access Division by e-mail: admissions.consultation@dcsf.gsi.gov.uk 

or by telephone:01325 391362

	1
	Executive Summary

	1.1
	This consultation seeks views on the draft Regulations which amend the School Admissions (Co-ordination of Admission Arrangements) (England) Regulations 2008 (SI 2008/3090).

The draft Regulations make one amendment, requiring each local authority's common application form (CAF) to include a statement signalling that the parent accepts the policies (including the behaviour policies) of the schools they are applying for.

	2
	Background

	2.1
	The White Paper, Your Child, Your School, Our Future: Building a 21st Century Schools System made the commitment that every pupil will go to a school where there is good behaviour and strong discipline. It said that pupils, parents and staff share the responsibility for ensuring that bad behaviour does not disrupt learning and that parents need a clear understanding of their child's school's expectations of them and of their child.

It therefore made the commitment to ensure that parents receive each school's behaviour policy, as it appears on the Home School Agreement, when applying for a school place and that, in applying for a place, every parent agrees to abide by this policy. It said that it would be wrong to make signing the Home School Agreement a condition of admission as this could unfairly deny a child a school place.

The White Paper also made it clear that if parents have difficulty understanding the requirements of schools' policies, we will ensure that they get the support they need.

These proposals have been incorporated in the government's The Pupil and Parent Guarantees consultation document.

The School Admissions (Co-ordination of Admission Arrangements) (England) Regulations 2008 (‘the Co-ordination Regulations') are made under section 88M of the School Standards and Framework Act 1998 and require local authorities to formulate schemes to co-ordinate admissions to the schools in their area. Under paragraph 1 (c) of Schedule 1 to the Regulations, a scheme must require a common application form to be completed, enabling parents in the area to provide certain information, apply for not less than three schools, give reasons for their application and rank their applications.

 An amendment to the Co-ordination Regulations is necessary in order to introduce a change to the content of the common application form to include parental acceptance of schools' policies at the application stage.

In addition to this proposed amendment, the School Information (England) Regulations 2008 (SI 2008/3093) require amending to require schools to include a summary of their key policies, including their behaviour policy, in their prospectus.  For further information, see the Department's ‘Public Consultation on Proposed Amendments to the Regulations on Pupil and School Information', which closed on 1 February. 

Clause 4 of the Children, Schools and Families Bill, currently before Parliament, will make a number of amendments to the School Standards and Framework Act 1998, including requiring that a Home School Agreement must specify the school's and parents' responsibilities  in relation to pupil conduct.

	3
	The Proposed Amendment to the Co-ordination Regulations

	3.1
	The proposed amendment to the Co-ordination Regulations will require each local authority to include a statement on their common application form (CAF) which signals that the parent accepts the policies (including the behaviour policy) of the schools they are applying for.  This is intended to help signal to parents the importance of complying with a school's policies once the child has been admitted, but admission will not be conditional on agreeing to these policies.

It would be wrong to make signing up to school policies a condition of admission to a school.  This could unfairly disadvantage some children and their parents from seeking or accepting a place.  In particular, such measures could disadvantage children of the most vulnerable families.

The draft amendment regulations can be viewed at www.dcsf.gov.uk/consultations
Timetable for introduction
In accordance with the Co-ordination regulations, local authorities will have formulated their schemes for the co-ordination of admissions in 2011/2012 by 1 January 2010 and will have consulted on and determined their schemes by 15 April 2010. This means that they will have formulated and determined their schemes for admission in 2011/12 before the amended regulations come into force.  For this reason, the regulations will require local authorities to amend their scheme and their common application form for 2011/2012 admissions. Local authorities will not be required to re-consult on their schemes for 2011/2012 as a result of having made this amendment.

To bring these draft Regulations into force in time to have effect in relation to applications for admission in 2011/2012, we are consulting on this single issue for six weeks only.  This will allow the Regulations to be brought into force by the end of May 2010 to coincide with the proposed introduction of the amended school information regulations.  This should allow local authorities sufficient time to make the necessary amendments to their coordinated admissions scheme and common application form, prior to applications for school places being made for 2011/12 (the deadline for secondary applications being in autumn 2010).

The Government Code of Practice on Consultation advocates a minimum 12 week period for consultation to allow enough time for new policies to be digested, discussed and a response formulated.  However, stakeholders already have the opportunity to comment on this policy change by responding to the 12 week consultation on the Pupil and Parent Guarantees document (which closes on 6 April).  This consultation is concerned primarily with the mechanism for introducing this policy via the common application form, rather than the policy itself.

	4
	How To Respond

	4.1
	Consultation responses can be completed online at www.dcsf.gov.uk/consultations 

by emailing admissions.consultation@dcsf.gsi.gov.uk

or by downloading a response form which should be completed and sent to:

Fair Access Unit (SCOFA)
2F Area C
Mowden Hall
Staindrop Road
Darlington
DL3 9BG

	5
	Additional Copies

	5.1
	Additional copies are available electronically and can be downloaded from the Department for Children, Schools and Families e-consultation website at: 
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/consultations 

	6
	Plans for making results public

	6.1
	The results of the consultation and the Department's response will be published on the DCSF e-consultation website at the end of April 2010.
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