	Public Consultation on Continuing Need for a Controlled Activity Category in the Vetting and Barring Scheme

Consultation Response Form

The closing date for this consultation is: 9 July 2010. Your comments must reach us by that date.
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THIS FORM IS NOT INTERACTIVE. If you wish to respond electronically please use the online response facility available on the Department for Children, Schools and Families e-consultation website (http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/consultations).
The information you provide in your response will be subject to the Freedom of Information Act 2000 and Environmental Information Regulations, which allow public access to information held by the Department. This does not necessarily mean that your response can be made available to the public as there are exemptions relating to information provided in confidence and information to which the Data Protection Act 1998 applies. You may request confidentiality by ticking the box provided, but you should note that neither this, nor an automatically-generated e-mail confidentiality statement, will necessarily exclude the public right of access.

	Please tick if you want us to keep your response confidential.
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	Name
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	Organisation (if applicable)
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If your enquiry is related to the policy content of the consultation you can contact Nick Smith by telephone: 020 7783 8474 or by email: controlledactivity.consultation@dcsf.gsi.gov.uk
If you have a query relating to the consultation process you can contact the Consultation Unit by telephone: 01928 794888 or by e-mail: consultation.unit@dcsf.gsi.gov.uk
Please tick the box that best describes you as a respondent.
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	FE College
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	School
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	Local Authority
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	Sixth Form College
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	Health Care Setting
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	Social Care
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	CAFCASS
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	Connexions
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	Other
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	Please Specify:



	


Further Education
The Government believes that the level of risk associated with workers in FE who do frequent or intensive work that provides the opportunity for contact with children is such that this work should be classed as regulated activity.

1 Views are invited on the proposal to place those FE institutions that offer education to under-18s on the same footing as sixth form colleges and other educational institutions for the purposes of safeguarding.
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	Comments:



	


2 a) If these roles were not moved into regulated activity, but all regulation were to be completely removed, would there be unacceptable safeguarding risks?  
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


2 b) Or should the category of controlled activity remain? Views are invited on this proposition.
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


Health Care Settings

The Government believes that the level of risk associated with workers who have the opportunity for contact with children or vulnerable adults in hospitals, primary and community settings is minimal. The majority of workers in controlled activity positions are not providing direct care or treatment to children or vulnerable adults, and contact is rarely on a one to one basis. However, there are concerns about porters in hospitals who regularly move patients around, albeit in many instances accompanied by nurses when being transferred from and to intensive care units for example.

3 The Government welcomes any views and supporting evidence for the proposition that hospital porters should be moved into regulated activity.
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	Comments:



	


 

 
4 The Government would also welcome any views (and supporting evidence) on whether other controlled activity positions within health care settings should be moved into regulated activity.
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	Comments:



	


Direct payments
Any individuals who have contact with direct payment recipients but do not undertake regulated activity (such as providing care) will be carrying out controlled activity. This will include people working in local authority, health and social care trust or voluntary sector direct payment support services, who have the opportunity for contact with vulnerable groups.

The Government's view is that individuals who support and advise direct payment recipients are in a position of trust in terms of how vulnerable adults manage their direct payments and therefore those individuals should be in regulated activity positions.

5 The Government welcomes any views and supporting evidence for the proposition that individuals who are engaged by local authorities, health and social care trusts or voluntary organisations to advise or support direct payment recipients should be moved into regulated activity.
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	Comments:



	


Social Care Settings
The Government believes that the level of risk associated with workers who have the opportunity for contact with vulnerable adults in settings such as day care centres is minimal. The majority of workers in controlled activity positions are not providing direct care for vulnerable adults, and contact is rarely on a one to one basis.

6 The Government would welcome any views (and supporting evidence) on whether there are controlled activity positions within social care settings which should be moved into regulated activity.
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	Comments:



	


Access to records
 7 If all regulation in relation to these roles is removed, will there be unacceptable safeguarding risks?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


Removing these roles from controlled activity would not affect any existing eligibility (that is, pre-dating the VBS categories) which the employer has to request a CRB/ Access NI disclosure on the individual. Views are invited on this proposition.

8 a) If all regulation in relation to these roles were removed, would there be unacceptable safeguarding risks?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


8 b) Alternatively, should these roles be moved into regulated activity? or
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	Yes
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	No
	[image: image40.png]



	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


8 c) Should the category of controlled activity remain?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


9 Would any of the above proposed changes add a new burden or cost to business, or be of benefit?  Please provide details if possible.
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	Comments:



	


Thank you for taking the time to let us have your views. We do not intend to acknowledge individual responses unless you place an 'X' in the box below.

Please acknowledge this reply [image: image47.png]



Here at the Department for Children, Schools and Families we carry out our research on many different topics and consultations. As your views are valuable to us, would it be alright if we were to contact you again from time to time either for research or to send through consultation documents?
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Yes
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No



All DCSF public consultations are required to conform to the following criteria within the Government Code of Practice on Consultation:

Criterion 1: Formal consultation should take place at a stage when there is scope to influence the policy outcome.

Criterion 2: Consultations should normally last for at least 12 weeks with consideration given to longer timescales where feasible and sensible.

Criterion 3: Consultation documents should be clear about the consultation process, what is being proposed, the scope to influence and the expected costs and benefits of the proposals.

Criterion 4: Consultation exercises should be designed to be accessible to, and clearly targeted at, those people the exercise is intended to reach.

Criterion 5: Keeping the burden of consultation to a minimum is essential if consultations are to be effective and if consultees’ buy-in to the process is to be obtained.

Criterion 6: Consultation responses should be analysed carefully and clear feedback should be provided to participants following the consultation.

Criterion 7: Officials running consultations should seek guidance in how to run an effective consultation exercise and share what they have learned from the experience.

If you have any comments on how DCSF consultations are conducted, please contact Donna Harrison, DCSF Consultation Co-ordinator, tel: 01928 794304 / email: donna.harrison@dcsf.gsi.gov.uk
Thank you for taking time to respond to this consultation.
Completed questionnaires and other responses should be sent to the address shown below by 9 July 2010

Send by post to: Safeguarding Group, Department for Children Schools and Families, Level 1 Sanctuary Buildings, Great Smith Street, London SW1 PBT.
Send by e-mail to: controlledactivity.consultation@dcsf.gsi.gov.uk 
_1319268526

