
APPENDIX 1: Main Types of Controlled Drugs by Class

The Misuse of Drugs Act (1971)

Please note:

• Although a Class C drug the maximum penalty for supply/possession with intent
of cannabis is 14 years.

• Magic mushrooms are not illegal to possess or eat in their raw state, but it is an
offence to process them, dry them, store them or use them in tea, stew etc.

• The above table refers to some commonly available drugs.  It is not a complete
list of controlled drugs.

Offences under the Misuse of Drugs Act (1971)

These include:
• Possession – to knowingly be in possession of a relatively small quantity of a

controlled drug for personal use.  What constitutes a small quantity is left to the
discretion of the police.

• Possession with intent to supply another person a controlled drug –
possessing a larger quantity of a drug or packaging it in a way that indicates it
is going to be supplied to others.

• Supplying another person a controlled drug – giving or selling drugs to
someone else, including friends.

• Supplying or offering to supply drug paraphernalia – this includes
equipment for smoking cannabis or crack cocaine, but needles and 
syringes are exempt.
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APPENDIX 2: Monitoring and Evaluation of a School Drugs Policy
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APPENDIX 3: Factors Identified with Effective Drugs Education

Recent research has identified a number of factors – both positive and negative –
which impact on the effectiveness of drugs education programmes in schools. This
research (Lowden and Powney 2000) suggests that when developing drugs
education programmes schools should:

• tailor the programmes to the age of the pupils;

• create programmes that challenge pupils’ views on drug use before the end of
Key Stage 2;

• identify needs in terms of drugs-related knowledge, attitudes and  behaviour;

• identify local patterns and prevalence of drug-use;

• identify a range of clear and realistic intervention objectives which relate to
individual and community needs;

• identify drugs education programmes and approaches which are compatible
with needs and intervention objectives as well as being feasible in relation to
resources;

• clarify expectations of, and support from the school and wider community;

• ensure that senior management and the school ethos support realistic
interventions;

• employ appropriate teaching and learning methods such as interactive and
participative methodologies and avoid over-reliance on didactic approaches;

• ensure interventions are appropriate for the developmental stage of the
individual pupil(s) and are culturally sensitive;

• evaluate the drugs education prorammes using evaluation criteria that relate to
the stated objectives;

• involve families and the local community in the drugs education programmes, as
this can increase the likelihood of its effectiveness and promote longer-lasting
results; and

• maintain contact with local Education and Library Boards and other relevant
agencies to keep up-to-date with information relating to drugs education.

The research also argued that drugs education programmes are likely to be less
effective when:

• incomplete, inaccurate or incomprehensible information is given;

• the possible factors that may have a role in initiating experimentation with drugs
are not addressed;

• there is a lack of clear and realistic objectives;

• only one isolated strategy is used.  Drug misuse is likely to be ‘multifactorial’.
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• scare tactics are used;

• they are delivered in such a way that they seem to be imposed on the target
audience;

• these are delivered by participants without adequate skills in dealing with
children and young people;

• they are not an ongoing part of the school curriculum; and

• they cannot be properly evaluated.
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