
APPENDIX 4: Example of a Drugs Education Programme – 
Key Stages 1, 2, 3 and 4

The following outline illustrates the topics that might be covered in a drugs education
programme for all key stages. The outline is not intended to be definitive or
prescriptive and there may be a degree of overlap in content between the key
stages. Teachers will recognise that in this, as in other subjects of study,
relationships exist between the development of knowledge and understanding, skills,
attitudes and values.  This outline is provided as a starting point for teachers’ own
thinking. The sequence in which ideas are presented is not intended to imply a
prescriptive teaching order; that is a matter for teachers to determine according to
the needs of their pupils.
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Post-16

Drugs education should not stop at Key Stage 4.  Schools will need to consider how
the knowledge and understanding, attitudes and skills developed through earlier key
stages can be reinforced and extended at Post 16.

With older students, the range of complex and frequently conflicting issues
surrounding drug use should be considered.

Such topics might include:

• The conflict between individual responsibility for health choices and enjoyment,
risk-taking and social acceptability;

• The rights of the individual in terms of non-smoking policies, health care,
environmental and economic issues;

• The social mores which currently exist towards the acceptability of different
drugs, such as alcohol and tobacco when compared with Ecstasy and cannabis;

• The legal/illegal debate and how it relates to the harm evidenced in the
population.  Health, employment, family, economic and environmental issues
might be considered; and

• The position of government and government policies, for example, the sale of
alcohol and tobacco, revenue from taxes, safe limits of alcohol, drink/driving
strategies and national campaigns.
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