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The criteria 

Introduction 

1. The following criteria will be used as the basis for the development and 
accreditation of all qualifications at level 4 and above.  

2. The criteria were previously published within The Statutory Regulation of 
External Qualifications in England, Wales and Northern Ireland (2004). 

 

Content of qualifications at level 4 and above 

3. Qualifications must promote the development or enhancement of general 
higher-level skills and abilities. Individual qualifications must identify how 
relevant skills and abilities are developed alongside sector / occupationally-
specific skills and understanding, and how these skills and abilities are reflected 
in the assessment of the unit or qualification. 

4. All qualifications must include a significant, mandatory component, which will 
normally take the form of a core of units at the same level as that of the whole 
qualification. This will apply to all awards with the same title. The extent of the 
mandatory proportion of the qualification will vary, but will normally be at least 
40 per cent. 

 

Assessment in qualifications at level 4 and above 

5. The assessment scheme for a full qualification must identify how candidates 
can integrate knowledge, skills and, where appropriate, competence across 
units. Assessment should encourage candidates to apply and reflect on their 
studies, both within and across units and produce evidence to demonstrate 
ability across a range of units. 

 

 

 



 

We wish to make our publications widely accessible. Please contact us if you have 
any specific accessibility requirements. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First published by the Office of Qualifications and Examinations Regulation in 2011 

 

© Crown copyright 2011 

You may re-use this publication (not including logos) free of charge in any format or 
medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit The National Archives; or write to the Information Policy Team, The National 
Archives, Kew, Richmond, Surrey, TW9 4DU; or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.    

This publication is also available on our website at www.ofqual.gov.uk  

Any enquiries regarding this publication should be sent to us at: 

Office of Qualifications and Examinations Regulation 
Spring Place 2nd Floor 
Coventry Business Park Glendinning House 
Herald Avenue 6 Murray Street 
Coventry CV5 6UB Belfast BT1 6DN 

Telephone 0300 303 3344  
Textphone 0300 303 3345 
Helpline 0300 303 3346  
  

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/open-government-licence.htm
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/visit/default.htm
mailto:psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

	The criteria
	Introduction
	Content of qualifications at level 4 and above
	Assessment in qualifications at level 4 and above


