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The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) was recently reviewed by Dame Clare Tickell, Chief Executive of Action for Children. This consultation seeks your view on the Government's proposed changes to the EYFS.
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	If your enquiry is related to the Department for Education e-consultation website or the consultation process in general, you can contact the Consultation Unit by e-mail: consultation.unit@education.gsi.gov.uk or by telephone: 0370 000 2288.

	1
	Introduction

	1.1
	Children's future attainment, wellbeing, happiness and resilience are profoundly affected by the quality of the support they receive during early childhood. Parents are the most important influence, but high quality early education can also make a big difference to children's life chances. Improving the support that children receive in their early years is central to the Government's aims of greater social mobility and reducing the number of children in poverty.

	1.2
	A strong start in learning and development helps prepare children for the school environment, so they are ready and able to manage transition into reception class and the move to year 1. Children who are not ready for school may experience difficulties that disrupt their learning, and that of others. Teaching in the early years should be focused on improving children's ‘school readiness'; guiding the development of children's (cognitive, behavioural, physical and emotional) capabilities so that children can take full advantage of the learning opportunities presented to them in school.

	1.3
	The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) framework was introduced in 2008 to ensure consistently high-quality provision in all pre-school settings. Recognising the importance of this period in a child's life, the EYFS sets standards for learning, development and care, reflecting the latest research evidence. To guide good quality practice, the framework provides clear information on how children learn and develop.

	1.4
	In the three years since its introduction, the EYFS has played a crucial role in improving outcomes for children. But it remains the case that many children are still not reaching a good level of development by age 5. Children who fall behind in their development in the early years are at risk of never catching up with their peers. Children in the lowest achieving 20 per cent at age 5 are six times more likely to still be there at Key Stage 1. Children who struggle at nursery often go on to struggle in school. We need more often to be getting early extra support to these children, to help them catch up and be ready to benefit from the opportunities available to them in reception class and Key Stage 1. The draft revised EYFS explains how early years providers can support that effort, in particular through stronger partnerships with parents and carers, and with teachers and other professionals.

	1.5
	Last year, Sarah Teather MP, Minister of State for Children and Families, asked Dame Clare Tickell, Chief Executive of Action for Children, to review the EYFS. Dame Clare gathered views from a wide range of individuals and organisations, and examined the latest evidence about young children's development. Dame Clare also looked at ways to reduce the administrative burden for providers, without compromising quality and standards. Dame Clare's findings were published on 30th March 2011 (see www.education.gov.uk/tickellreview).

	1.6
	Having considered Dame Clare's recommendations, the Government's view is that:

· the EYFS has had a positive overall impact on children in early years settings, has supported increased professionalism, and has helped to raise standards;

· it should be retained as a universal framework to enable the sector to sustain momentum in driving up quality;

· more needs to be done to identify children who need extra help, and to secure multi-agency support; and

· some aspects of the EYFS are seen as overly-burdensome. To address this, the EYFS should be simplified and made more accessible.

	1.7
	Accordingly, the Government is now consulting on proposals for a simpler, stronger and more effective EYFS, to be implemented from September 2012. A revised version of the EYFS framework, reflecting Dame Clare's recommendations, is published with this consultation document.

	1.8
	Dame Clare also made recommendations that go beyond the content of the EYFS framework. The Government will respond separately on these recommendations.

	2
	Exemptions

	2.1
	Appendix 1 of the draft Framework issued for consultation confirms existing arrangements for exemptions from the requirements of the EYFS. The Government is considering the Tickell report recommendations to consider:

· whether the learning and development exemptions process could be widened to allow professional organisations representing groups of independent schools to seek exemptions on behalf of the schools they represent;

· extending exemptions from the learning and development requirements to all settings within the Steiner-Waldorf Foundation;

· simplifying the procedure for exemption applications.

The Government will consult separately as appropriate on any proposed changes to exemption arrangements, later in the year.

	3
	Next Steps

	3.1
	Subject to the necessary legal processes, the revised EYFS will be delivered in settings from September 2012. We plan to make available the new version of the EYFS from spring 2012, following responses to this consultation and further engagement with the sector and expert advisors. This will help settings and practitioners prepare for implementation of the new EYFS from September.

	3.2
	The EYFS will contain legal requirements for all early years providers that are registered with Ofsted on the Early Years Register, as well as independent and maintained and non-maintained special schools with provision for children from the age of three to the end of the academic year in which they turn 5. This ensures that there is a level playing field between maintained, voluntary and private sectors, ensuring a consistent, high quality experience for all children, regardless of which setting they attend.



	4
	Legislative Context

	4.1
	The Childcare Act 2006 requires the Secretary of State to specify learning and development requirements and welfare requirements for the early years. Section 44 of the Childcare Act 2006 enables these to be contained in a Document but given legal effect by a Learning and Development Order and Welfare Requirements Regulations made under section 39 of that Act.

	4.2
	The revised EYFS Framework will be set out in a Document and the requirements will be given legal effect through an Order and Regulations made under section 39.

	5
	Consultation on the Learning and Development Requirements

	5.1
	Section 45 of the Childcare Act 2006 requires the Secretary of State to give notice of a proposal to make an order under section 39(1)(a) specifying new early learning goals or educational programmes. Notice must be given to such bodies representing the interests of early years providers as he considers appropriate, and to such other persons with whom consultation appears to him to be desirable.

	5.2
	This consultation gives notice of the Secretary of State's proposal to make an Order specifying revised early learning goals and educational programmes (to be contained in the revised EYFS Framework document), and gives an opportunity for such persons to submit evidence and representations about the issues arising.

	5.3
	In accordance with section 45(4), after this consultation has finished, the Secretary of State will consider the evidence and representations submitted and will publish a draft of the proposed Order and the revised EYFS Framework document alongside a summary of the views expressed during the consultation. There will then be a period of at least one month for further evidence and representations to be submitted.

	6
	Consultation on Assessment Arrangements

	6.1
	Section 42(A1) of the Childcare Act 2006 requires the Secretary of State to consult the Office of Qualifications and Examinations Regulation (Ofqual) and such other persons as he considers appropriate on an Order specifying assessment arrangements. The proposed changes to the assessment arrangements will be discussed with Ofqual. This consultation meets the requirement to consult with such other persons as the Secretary of State considers appropriate.

	7
	Consultation on the Safeguarding and Welfare Requirements

	7.1
	Section 43 of the Childcare Act 2006 requires the Secretary of State to consult Her Majesty's Chief Inspector of Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) and such other persons as he considers appropriate. The Chief Inspector has been (and will be) consulted about revisions to the welfare requirements, and this consultation meets the requirement to consult with such other persons as the Secretary of State considers appropriate.

	8
	How To Respond

	8.1
	This consultation is for anyone with an interest in the early years. The Government is keen to hear from parents and carers, managers and staff of nurseries and other pre-school settings, childminders, health professionals, teachers and other practitioners, academics, local authorities and other organisations. The consultation questions address the proposed changes to the EYFS framework.

	8.2
	Consultation responses can be completed online at www.education.gov.uk/consultations by emailing revisedeyfs.consultation@education.gsi.gov.uk or by downloading a response form which should be completed and sent to:

CYPFD Team, Department for Education, Area 1C, Castle View House, East Lane, Runcorn, Cheshire, WA7 2GJ.

	9
	Additional Copies

	9.1
	Additional copies are available electronically and can be downloaded from the Department for Education e-consultation website at: http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations 

	10
	Plans for making results public

	10.1
	The results of the consultation and the Department's response will be published on the Department for Education e-consultation website in the autumn.


