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Between July and September 2011, the Government consulted on a revised Early Years Foundation Stage framework, responding to the recommendations of an independent review by Dame Clare Tickell.  This consultation provides a further opportunity to comment on the Government's proposed changes to some parts of the learning and development requirements in the revised EYFS framework: the early learning goals; and the educational programmes.  It is also an opportunity to comment on the statutory instrument which gives legal effect to these.
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Enquiries To
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	1
	Introduction

	1.1
	The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) framework was introduced in 2008 to ensure consistently high-quality provision in all early years settings. Recognising the critical importance of this period in a child's life, the EYFS sets standards for learning, development and care, reflecting the latest research evidence. To guide good quality practice, the framework provides clear information on how children learn and develop.

	1.2
	The EYFS (Learning and Development Requirements) (Amendment) Order gives legal effect to the learning and development aspects of the EYFS. 

	1.3
	Last year, Sarah Teather MP, Minister of State for Children and Families, asked Dame Clare Tickell, Chief Executive of Action for Children, to review the EYFS. Her findings were published on 30th March 2011 (see www.education.gov.uk/tickellreview).

	1.4
	 In response to Dame Clare Tickell's review, between July and September 2011 the Government consulted on a revised EYFS framework. This included a proposed set of early learning goals and areas of learning that must shape educational programmes in early years settings. The results from the consultation showed broad support for the proposed new goals. Those relating to literacy and mathematics attracted the least positive responses. (For more detail on the responses to the consultation see:  http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=
conResults&consultationId=1747&external=no&menu=3 

	1.5
	We are proposing to make minor revisions to some of the goals on which we consulted over the summer.  These are in the learning areas of: Communication and Language, Understanding the World, and Expressive Arts and Design. We are proposing more substantive changes to the goals relating to Literacy and Mathematics reflecting consultation feedback.

	1.6
	Responses to the consultation indicated broad agreement with the areas of learning and with most of the early learning goals, although there was some concern about the proposed goals relating to Literacy and Mathematics.  As a result we have undertaken further work on the goals with officials, practitioners, child development experts, academics and national curriculum subject experts in order to ensure the goals provide the right amount of stretch, are age appropriate and provide an adequate baseline for the start of Year 1.

	1.7
	We are seeking views and representations on our proposed changes to the early learning goals and on the educational programmes.  These can be found at  http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm
?action=conResults&consultationId=1747&external=no&menu=3


	2
	Next Steps

	2.1
	Subject to the necessary legal processes, the EYFS (Learning and Development Requirements) (Amendment) Order will come into force on 1st September 2012.  We plan to make available the new EYFS (and associated guidance) from spring 2012. This will help settings and practitioners prepare for implementation from September 2012.

	2.2
	The EYFS sets legal requirements for all early years providers on the Early Years Register, as well as independent and maintained and non-maintained special schools with provision for children from the age of three to the end of the academic year in which they turn 5.

	3
	Legislative Context

	3.1
	The Childcare Act 2006 requires the Secretary of State to specify learning and development requirements for the early years. Section 44 of the Childcare Act 2006 enables these to be contained in a Document that is given legal effect by a Learning and Development Order made under section 39 of that Act.

	3.2
	Section 45 of the Childcare Act 2006 requires the Secretary of State to give notice of a proposal to make an order under section 39(1)(a) specifying new early learning goals or educational programmes. Notice must be given to such bodies representing the interests of early years providers as he considers appropriate, and to such other persons with whom consultation appears to him to be desirable.

	3.3
	The consultation on the revised EYFS from July - September 2011 gave notice of the Secretary of State's proposal to make an Order specifying revised early learning goals and educational programmes (to be contained in the revised EYFS Framework document), and this current consultation gives an opportunity for the submission of evidence and representations about that Order and the associated revised early learning goals and educational programmes.

	4
	How To Respond

	4.1
	This consultation is for anyone with an interest in the early years. The Government is keen to hear from parents and carers, managers and staff of nurseries and other pre-school settings, childminders, health professionals, teachers and other practitioners, academics, local authorities and other organisations. The consultation questions address the proposed changes to the EYFS learning and development requirements.

	4.2
	Consultation responses can be completed online at www.dcsf.gov.uk/consultations by emailing  

EYFSLearningandDevelopment.CONSULTATION@education.gsi.gov.uk
or by downloading a response form which should be completed and sent to:

EYFS Team, Department for Education, Level 1, Sactuary Buildings, Great Smith Street, London SW1 3BT.

	5
	Additional Copies

	5.1
	Additional copies are available electronically and can be downloaded from the Department for Education e-consultation website at: http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations 

	6
	Plans for making results public

	6.1
	The results of the consultation and the Department's response will be published on the DfE e-consultation website in April 2012.


