GUIDANCE ON SCHOOL SIXTH FORM FUNDING

HANDLING NOTE 14 – ALLOCATIONS FOR NEW SCHOOL SIXTH FORMS

To Executive Directors and local LSC sixth form contacts

Introduction

Following the issue of the allocations to existing school sixth forms in March we are now looking to collect the data to inform allocations for:

· New school sixth forms which are due to open in September 2002.

· School sixth forms, which opened in September 2001 and therefore have an allocation, based only on their current year 12 pupil numbers.

· Closing school sixth forms – July 2002

· Closing school sixth forms – July 2003, which will only have a year 13 in the 2002/03 academic year.

The data collection exercise will be undertaken through Local LSCs and will be based on estimated data provided by the schools on a modified version of the DfES’ September pupil count form.

This handling note covers the process and timescales of collecting this data and the subsequent issue of allocations.

Allocation Methodology

A proxy RTG and formula funding allocation for these schools will be modelled.  

New school sixth forms opening in September 2002

RTG

The RTG would be calculated on the basis of the average 12-month RTG funding per pupil within the LEA area multiplied by the number of pupils estimated in the new sixth form.  This will give a 12 month RTG allocation from August 2002 to July 2003.  The final 4 months of that allocation will be uprated pro rata for inflation between the Financial Years 2002-03 and 2003-04. 

LSC formula allocation

The allocation for school sixth forms due to open in September 2002 will be calculated for the 12 months from August 2002 to July 2003 using the 2002/03 national rates for school sixth forms.  The final four months of that allocation will would be uprated pro rata for inflation between the Financial Years 2002-03 and 2003-04.

School sixth forms that opened in September 2001
These schools will currently be receiving an allocation for their existing Year 12, but it will not reflect their two-year cohort from September 2002.  

RTG

The RTG funding level for the new Year 12 will be calculated on the basis of the average 12-month RTG funding per pupil within the school multiplied by the number of the new learners estimated to enter Year 12 in September 2002.  The final 4 months of that calculation will be uprated pro rata for inflation between the Financial Years 2002-03 and 2003-04.  This calculation will be added to the existing RTG figure to give the RTG allocation for the whole sixth form over the full funding year April 2002 to July 2003.

LSC formula allocation

A formula allocation will be calculated for the 12 months from August 2002 to July 2003 using the 2002/03 national rates for school sixth forms.  The final four months of that allocation will be uprated pro rata for inflation between the Financial Years 2002-03 and 2003-04.  This figure will then be added to the school’s existing formula allocation to give the formula allocation for the whole sixth form over the full funding year April 2002 to July 2003.

Sixth forms closing in July 2002
The revised allocation for school sixth forms closing in July 2002 will be 5/12ths of both the RTG and formula 12 month allocations.

Sixth forms closing in July 2003
These schools currently have 12 and 16 months allocations for a two-year cohort until July 2003, but would not be taking on a new Year 12 in September 2002.  

For these schools, we will be re-calculating a 12 month RTG and formula allocation for the period August 2002 to July 2003 on the basis of the estimated pupil numbers for Year 13 only.  The final four months of that allocation will be uprated pro rata for inflation between the Financial Years 2002-03 and 2003-04.  We will add to that figure one-third of the school’s current 12 month allocation - to take account of the funding for both Years 12 and 13 from April 2002 to July 2003 - to produce a 16 month allocation figure for the whole sixth form from April 2002 to July 2003.

process
1. Local LSCs to identify the schools under the four categories of school sixth forms referred to above. 

· Those due to open in September 2002;

· Those that opened in September 2001;

· Those closing at the end of July 2002;

· Those closing at the end of July 2003; within their LSC area (if any). Some local LSC colleagues will already be aware of these, however, in order to obtain a definitive list it is advisable to liase with your LEA(s).

2. Local LSCs should then email Sharon Cropley at the national office with a definitive list of these schools (making sure that they indicate which of the four categories each school falls into).  Please note that a nil receipt is required for those LSCs that do not have any schools in any of these categories.

3. For those schools identified in the third category (i.e. closing in July 2002), the data collection exercise obviously does not need to be undertaken; however we do need to be informed about these schools in order to ensure that their allocations have been adjusted downwards accordingly.

4. For the other three categories of school sixth form identified, the appropriate covering letter (top and tailed by the local LSC), data collection form and guidance should be sent out. For new school sixth forms where the sixth form is not linked to an existing school then the completion of the form may be done in collaboration with the LEA. 

5. Completed forms should be returned to local LSCs by 26 April 2002.

6. Local LSCs should then collate and return the forms to Sharon Cropley at the national office by 1 May 2002.

7. Allocations will then be modelled at national office and forwarded to local LSC colleagues for verification with schools.

8. Once verified with schools, local LSCs should notify the national office by email to Sharon Cropley, of the outcome of the verification. Either agreed or disputed (with the relevant amendments if the latter).  

9. Once the allocation is agreed, a confirmed allocation pro-forma will be issued to the local LSC to be forwarded to the school and the LEA, and the payments team at the national office will be notified in order to commence payments to the LEA from August 2002.
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