	Consultation on Draft Revised Statutory Guidance for Local Authorities on Services and Activities to Improve Young People's Wellbeing

Consultation Response Form

The closing date for this consultation is: 25 May 2012
Your comments must reach us by that date.
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THIS FORM IS NOT INTERACTIVE. If you wish to respond electronically please use the online response facility available on the Department for Education e-consultation website (http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations).

Information provided in response to this consultation, including personal information, may be subject to publication or disclosure in accordance with the access to information regimes, primarily the Freedom of Information Act 2000 and the Data Protection Act 1998.

If you want all, or any part, of your response to be treated as confidential, please explain why you consider it to be confidential.

If a request for disclosure of the information you have provided is received, your explanation about why you consider it to be confidential will be taken into account, but no assurance can be given that confidentiality can be maintained. An automatic confidentiality disclaimer generated by your IT system will not, of itself, be regarded as binding on the Department.

The Department will process your personal data (name and address and any other identifying material) in accordance with the Data Protection Act 1998, and in the majority of circumstances, this will mean that your personal data will not be disclosed to third parties.

	Please tick if you want us to keep your response confidential.
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	Reason for confidentiality:
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	Name
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	Organisation (if applicable)
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	Address:
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If your enquiry is related to the policy content of the consultation you can telephone: 0370 000 2288 or e-mail: positivefor.youth@education.gsi.gov.uk
If you have a query relating to the consultation process you can contact the CYPFD Team by telephone: 0370 000 2288 or via the Department's 'Contact Us' page. 

Please mark the category which best describes you as a respondent
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	Local Authority
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	Voluntary/Community Youth Organisation
	[image: image10.png]



	Youth Sector Organisation
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	Youth Membership Organisation
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	Young Person
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	School/College
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	Youth Offending Team
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	Youth Worker
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	Parent/Carer
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	Private Sector Organisation
	[image: image18.png]



	Faith Group
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	Social Worker
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	Participation Officer
	[image: image21.png]



	Other
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	Please Specify:



	


Clarity
1 Is the guidance clear and easy to understand? If not, how could it be improved?
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	Yes
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	No
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	In Part
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


Rationale and scope
2 Does the guidance explain clearly enough the rationale for the duty and the scope of relevant services and activities for young people? If not, what do you think the guidance should say?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


Expectations on local authorities
3 Does the guidance set clear enough expectations for the role of local authorities in securing sufficient services and activities for young people? If not, please give any suggestions that might enhance its usefulness?
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	Yes
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	No
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	In Part
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


Local Flexibility
4 Does the guidance give local authorities the right level of flexibility to determine the appropriate local offer of services and activities for young people? If not, how could the guidance be changed to achieve this?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Too Much
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	Not Enough
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	Comments:



	


Considerations 
5 Does the guidance highlight all the right considerations to which local authorities should have regard in fulfilling their duty to secure services and activities for young people? If not, what considerations should be added or removed?
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	Yes
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	No
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	In Part
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


Involving Young People
6 Does the guidance set the right expectations for local authorities' role in involving young people in making decisions about services and activities and in auditing quality? If not, how could it be improved?
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	Yes
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	No
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	In Part
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


Sufficiency
7 Should the guidance be more prescriptive about what is a sufficient local offer? If not, why not, and what should it say?

	[image: image53.png]



	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


Reasonably practicable 
8 Does the guidance set out clearly enough the basis on which a local authority should consider whether it has done all that is reasonably practicable to secure a sufficient local offer? If not, why not, and what should it say?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


Further comments / suggestions
9 Please provide any other comments on the guidance, including any further suggestions for how it could be improved.
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	Comments:



	


Dissemination / implementation
10 How might we ensure that this guidance reaches the widest possible audience and is appropriately considered / implemented?

	[image: image62.png]



	Comments:



	


Thank you for taking the time to let us have your views. We do not intend to acknowledge individual responses unless you place an 'X' in the box below.

Please acknowledge this reply [image: image63.png]



Here at the Department for Education we carry out our research on many different topics and consultations. As your views are valuable to us, would it be alright if we were to contact you again from time to time either for research or to send through consultation documents?
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Yes
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No


All DfE public consultations are required to conform to the following criteria within the Government Code of Practice on Consultation:

Criterion 1: Formal consultation should take place at a stage when there is scope to influence the policy outcome.

Criterion 2: Consultations should normally last for at least 12 weeks with consideration given to longer timescales where feasible and sensible.

Criterion 3: Consultation documents should be clear about the consultation process, what is being proposed, the scope to influence and the expected costs and benefits of the proposals.

Criterion 4: Consultation exercises should be designed to be accessible to, and clearly targeted at, those people the exercise is intended to reach.

Criterion 5: Keeping the burden of consultation to a minimum is essential if consultations are to be effective and if consultees’ buy-in to the process is to be obtained.

Criterion 6: Consultation responses should be analysed carefully and clear feedback should be provided to participants following the consultation.

Criterion 7: Officials running consultations should seek guidance in how to run an effective consultation exercise and share what they have learned from the experience.

If you have any comments on how DfE consultations are conducted, please contact Carole Edge, DfE Consultation Co-ordinator, tel: 0370 000 2288 / email: carole.edge@education.gsi.gov.uk
Thank you for taking time to respond to this consultation.
Completed questionnaires and other responses should be sent to the address shown below by 25 May 2012

Send by post to: Youth Policy Team, Department for Education, Level 5, St Paul's Place, 125 Norfolk Street, Sheffield, S1 2FJ.

Send by e-mail to: positivefor.youth@education.gsi.gov.uk
 

