	Consultation on Revision of The Education (Independent School Standards) (England) Regulations 2010

Consultation Response Form

The closing date is: 5 June 2012
Your comments must reach us by that date.
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THIS FORM IS NOT INTERACTIVE. If you wish to respond electronically please use the online response facility available on the Departments 
e-consultation website (http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations).
Information provided in response to this consultation, including personal information, may be subject to publication or disclosure in accordance with the access to information regimes, primarily the Freedom of Information Act 2000 and the Data Protection Act 1998.

If you want all, or any part, of your response to be treated as confidential, please explain why you consider it to be confidential.

If a request for disclosure of the information you have provided is received, your explanation about why you consider it to be confidential will be taken into account, but no assurance can be given that confidentiality can be maintained. An automatic confidentiality disclaimer generated by your IT system will not, of itself, be regarded as binding on the Department.

The Department will process your personal data (name and address and any other identifying material) in accordance with the Data Protection Act 1998, and in the majority of circumstances, this will mean that your personal data will not be disclosed to third parties.

	Please tick if you want us to keep your response confidential.
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	Reason for confidentiality:
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	Name
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	Organisation (if applicable)
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	Address:
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If your enquiry is related to the policy content of the consultation you can contact telephone 0370 000 2288 or e-mail: IndependentSchoolStandards.CONSULTATION@education.gsi.gov.uk
If your enquiry is related to the DfE e-consultation website or the consultation process in general, you can contact the Consultation Unit by e-mail: consultation.unit@education.gsi.gov.uk or by telephone: 0370 000 2288e-mail: consultation.unit@education.gsi.gov.uk
Please mark an X in one box below that best describes you as a respondent
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	Head or staff member of Independent School
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	Head or staff member of Academy
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	Head or staff member of Free School
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	Parent or Pupil
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	School Proprietor
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	School Governor
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	Professional Body/Association
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	Inspectorate
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	Faith Group
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	Other
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	Please Specify:



	


Proposed new standard: Where the school has pupils below compulsory school age, a programme of activities which is appropriate to their educational needs in relation to personal, social, emotional and physical development and communication and linguistic skills.
Q1 Do you agree that this additional standard adequately ensures that appropriate standards will be required in relation to the education of children aged from 3 until they reach compulsory school age? If not why not?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


Questions 2 - 6 relate to paragraphs 3.15 to 3.19 of the consultation document.
Q2 Do you agree that these proposed changes provide adequate safeguards against the promotion of extremism in schools? If not why not? 
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


Q3 Do you believe that any of the proposed changes to the standard are unnecessary, or should be changed from the draft text? If so, please explain why.
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


Q4 We envisage that a small number of schools are likely to need to review their curriculum; do you agree and can you estimate how many? 
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


Q5 For schools that will need to review their curriculum, could you estimate the costs of review?
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	Comments:



	


Q6 We believe there will be intangible benefits for pupils and wider community - do you agree, and if so what will these benefits be?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


Standard 10, relating to the anti-bullying policy requirements, has been redrafted to require schools to draw up and implement an effective anti-bullying strategy, rather than simply to have regard to guidance. Standards 11 and 12 relating to Health and Safety policy requirements have been combined and also redrafted to require schools to have and implement a written policy on compliance with health and safety laws, rather than having regard to guidance.

Q7 Do you agree that the changes are clear and that the standards will assist in ensuring the welfare of pupils? If not, why not? 
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


The proposed new premises requirements simplify the more prescriptive requirements contained in the current standard. If the simplified premises standards are adopted, it is proposed that the Regulations be augmented to include a new overarching welfare, health and safety standard relating to premises. This will require schools to focus on the effect that the standard of premises has on the welfare, health and safety of pupils.  

Proposed new standard:   
The standard in this paragraph is met if the proprietor ensures that the school premises and accommodation are adequate for the welfare, health and safety of pupils. 










Q8 Do you agree this adequately covers the requirements to ensure that premises are safe for pupils and will enable inspectors to highlight instances where school premises place the welfare, health or safety of pupils at risk? If not why not?
	[image: image43.png]



	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


Proposed redraft of standard 24(h):
‘where a pupil wholly or partly funded by a local authority (except where funding is solely for the provision of free early education entitlement) is registered at the school, an annual account of income received and expenditure incurred by the school in respect of that pupil is provided to the local authority and, on request, to the Secretary of State;
Q9 Do you agree that this revision is necessary and appropriate? If not, why not?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


Proposed redraft of standard 24(i):
‘where a pupil with a statement funded by a local authority is registered at the school, such information as may reasonably be required for the purpose of the annual review of the statement is provided to the responsible local authority.'
Q10 Do you agree that this revision is necessary and appropriate? If not, why not?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


Question 11 relates to paragraphs 3.35 - 3.36 of the consultation document clarifying when information can be provided electronically.

Q11 Do you agree that this revision will result in administrative savings for schools? If yes, it would be useful if respondents quantify how often schools currently ‘provide' information in paper format and potential savings of electronic transmission (printing and postage of material).
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure


	[image: image58.png]



	Comments:



	


Q12 a) Do you agree that the overall changes to the Regulations will assist schools, inspectorates and associations in understanding what is expected of them? 
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


Q12 b) Do you agree that there will be small administrative costs to review the revised Regulations when made? It would be helpful if respondents could estimate the costs.
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


Thank you for taking the time to let us have your views. We do not intend to acknowledge individual responses unless you place an 'X' in the box below.

Please acknowledge this reply [image: image67.png]



E-mail address for acknowledgement______________________________
Here at the Department for Education we carry out our research on many different topics and consultations. As your views are valuable to us, would it be alright if we were to contact you again from time to time either for research or to send through consultation documents?
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Yes
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No


All DfE public consultations are required to conform to the following criteria within the Government Code of Practice on Consultation:

Criterion 1: Formal consultation should take place at a stage when there is scope to influence the policy outcome.

Criterion 2: Consultations should normally last for at least 12 weeks with consideration given to longer timescales where feasible and sensible.

Criterion 3: Consultation documents should be clear about the consultation process, what is being proposed, the scope to influence and the expected costs and benefits of the proposals.

Criterion 4: Consultation exercises should be designed to be accessible to, and clearly targeted at, those people the exercise is intended to reach.

Criterion 5: Keeping the burden of consultation to a minimum is essential if consultations are to be effective and if consultees’ buy-in to the process is to be obtained.

Criterion 6: Consultation responses should be analysed carefully and clear feedback should be provided to participants following the consultation.

Criterion 7: Officials running consultations should seek guidance in how to run an effective consultation exercise and share what they have learned from the experience.

If you have any comments on how DfE consultations are conducted, please contact Carole Edge, DfE Consultation Co-ordinator, tel: 0370 000 2288 / email: carole.edge@education.gsi.gov.uk
Thank you for taking time to respond to this consultation.
Completed questionnaires and other responses should be sent to the address shown below by 5 June 2012

Send by post to:

Theresa Hoggart
Independent Education and Boarding Team
Ground Floor, Area F
Department for Education
Mowden Hall
Darlington
DL3 9BG


Send by e-mail to: IndependentSchoolStandards.CONSULTATION@education.gsi.gov.uk
