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	Safeguarding children: proposed changes to child performance legislation

Consultation Response Form

The closing date for this consultation is: 3 August 2012
Your comments must reach us by that date.
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THIS FORM IS NOT INTERACTIVE. If you wish to respond electronically please use the online facility available on the Department for Education e-consultation website (http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations).
Information provided in response to this consultation, including personal information, may be subject to publication or disclosure in accordance with the access to information regimes, primarily the Freedom of Information Act 2000 and the Data Protection Act 1998.
If you want all, or any part, of your response to be treated as confidential, please explain why you consider it to be confidential.

If a request for disclosure of the information you have provided is received, your explanation about why you consider it to be confidential will be taken into account, but no assurance can be given that confidentiality can be maintained. An automatic confidentiality disclaimer generated by your IT system will not, of itself, be regarded as binding on the Department.

The Department will process your personal data (name and address and any other identifying material) in accordance with the Data Protection Act 1998, and in the majority of circumstances, this will mean that your personal data will not be disclosed to third parties.

	Please tick if you want us to keep your response confidential.
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	Reason for confidentiality:
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	Name
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	Organisation (if applicable)
	[image: image6.png]




	Address:
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If your enquiry is related to the policy content of the consultation, and you are based in England you can contact Eilish Newman by telephone: 0370 000 2288 or by email at: childperformance.consultation@education.gsi.gov.uk
If your enquiry is related to the policy content of the consultation, and you are based in Wales you can contact Elaine Hepple by email at: CSD3SafeguardingChildren@wales.gsi.gov.uk
If you have a query relating to the consultation process you can contact the Children Young People and Families Division Team by telephone: 0370 000 2288 or via the Department's 'Contact Us' page. 

Please mark the category which best describes you as a respondent
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	Film/Broadcasting/Production Company
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	Modelling Agency
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	Sports Association
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	Advertising Industry
	[image: image12.png]



	Fashion Industry
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	Local Authority

	[image: image14.png]



	Stage School
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	Child Performer
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	Parent/Carer
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	Chaperone
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	School/Academy
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	Other
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	Please Specify:



	


Please select the appropriate box to indicate whether you are responding from England or Wales.
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	England
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	Wales
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	Other
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	Please Specify:



	


1 Do you agree the activities at paragraph 5.2 should be included in the list of those that require a licence?
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	Yes
	[image: image26.png]



	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


2 Do you think there are other activities which should be included in the list of those that require a licence?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


3 Do you think any of these activities should be exempt from the licensing requirements? If so, please give your reasons.
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


4 Do you think we should keep the four day rule, reduce the amount of days in the rule, or scrap the rule? 
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	Keep the rule
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	Reduce the amount of days
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	Scrap the rule
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	Not sure
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	Comments:



	


5 If you think the rule should be reduced rather than scrapped, please say how many days you think should be allowed before a licence is required.
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	Comments:



	


6 Do you think responsibility for safeguarding in sport should sit with sports governing bodies, local authorities, or elsewhere? Please give your reasons. 
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	Sports governing bodies
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	Local authorities
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	Other
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	Not sure
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	Comments:



	


7 How do you think local authorities can ensure a consistent approach across the country to deciding which activities require a licence, and which should be exempt? 
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	Comments:



	


8 Are there other activities or circumstances which should be exempt from licensing? 
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


9 Do the hours we have proposed in paragraph 7.16 seem reasonable? If you have concerns what do you think should be changed?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


10 Do you think that licences should continue to specify dates of performance, or do you think that some flexibility in dates is appropriate?
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	Specify dates
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	Flexibility
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	Not sure
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	Comments:



	


11 Should the producer be required to conduct a risk assessment as part of the application?  If so, what factors should be considered?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


12 Do you think that local authorities should be able to give a 'Body of Persons' or  single approval for large events where children aged thirteen and over are paid to take part?' 
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


13 Do you agree with the proposal to register amateur organisations rather than licence individual children?   
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


14 Do you agree with the proposal to lift restrictions to licensing children under the age of fourteen?  
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


15 Do you agree with the proposals to lift restrictions on troupe work?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


Please indicate if you think the proposals would have a positive or negative effect on the following groups of children:
16 a) Boys
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	Positive
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	Negative
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	Not sure
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	Comments:



	


16 b) Girls
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	Positive
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	Negative
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	Not sure
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	Comments:



	


16 c) Children or young people with a physical or learning disability
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	Positive
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	Negative
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	Not sure
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	Comments:



	


16 d) Children and young people from different economic, social, ethnic or religious communities.
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	Positive
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	Negative
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	Not sure
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	Comments:



	


17 Is there anything you think we should do to improve equality of opportunity for child performers?
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	Comments:



	


18 Do you agree that a chaperone should be required for children taking part in all performance settings? If you disagree, please explain why.
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


19 Do you think that the proposal that the amateur sector approve their own chaperones provides sufficient safeguards for children?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


20 Do you think that the maximum number of children a chaperone can look after at any one time should be reduced?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


21 Do you agree with the proposal to allow greater flexibility in the hours of tuition?  
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


22 Do you think that tuition should continue to be required (as now) on the second day of absence from school?  
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


23 Do you agree that local authorities rather than magistrates should be responsible for licensing decisions for children to perform abroad?  
	[image: image118.png]



	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


24 Do you think that any other agencies should be involved in decisions to licence children to perform abroad?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


25 Performances that take place abroad are not subject to inspection, which would not be practical. Are there any other measures you think would improve safeguards for children who take part in performances, including professional modelling, abroad? 
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	Comments:



	


26 Do you agree that the notice period for a requirement for a licence should be reduced from 21 days to ten?

	[image: image127.png]



	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


27 Are there other ways in which you think the process could be made quicker?
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	Comments:



	


Do you agree with the proposals to remove local authority role and powers to:28 a) Approve place?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


28 b) Approve lodgings?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


28 c) Stipulate how a childs earnings should be saved?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


29 Do you agree we should streamline the requirements to keep records? 
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


30 Do you think we should replace the power of entry with a condition in the licence or approval? (please consider the likely effect if the power was not available, and the impact on the ability of local authorities to enforce the relevant legislation for keeping children safe)
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


31 If you have any experience of these powers being used, did you think that was appropriate or necessary? 
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


32 What do you think are the main reasons behind non-compliance with the licensing requirements? 
	[image: image156.png]



	Comments:



	


33 Have you experience or evidence that may help us assess the case for changing the penalties?    
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


34 Please use this space for any other comments you would like to make.
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	Comments:



	


Thank you for taking the time to let us have your views. We do not intend to acknowledge individual responses unless you place an 'X' in the box below.

Please acknowledge this reply [image: image162.png]



Here at the Department for Education we carry out our research on many different topics and consultations. As your views are valuable to us, would it be alright if we were to contact you again from time to time either for research or to send through consultation documents?
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Yes
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No


All DfE public consultations are required to conform to the following criteria within the Government Code of Practice on Consultation:

Criterion 1: Formal consultation should take place at a stage when there is scope to influence the policy outcome.

Criterion 2: Consultations should normally last for at least 12 weeks with consideration given to longer timescales where feasible and sensible.

Criterion 3: Consultation documents should be clear about the consultation process, what is being proposed, the scope to influence and the expected costs and benefits of the proposals.

Criterion 4: Consultation exercises should be designed to be accessible to, and clearly targeted at, those people the exercise is intended to reach.

Criterion 5: Keeping the burden of consultation to a minimum is essential if consultations are to be effective and if consultees’ buy-in to the process is to be obtained.

Criterion 6: Consultation responses should be analysed carefully and clear feedback should be provided to participants following the consultation.

Criterion 7: Officials running consultations should seek guidance in how to run an effective consultation exercise and share what they have learned from the experience.
If you have any comments on how DfE consultations are conducted, please contact Carole Edge, DfE Consultation Co-ordinator, tel: 0370 000 2288 / email: carole.edge@education.gsi.gov.uk
Thank you for taking time to respond to this consultation.
Completed questionnaires and other responses should be sent to the address shown below by 3 August 2012

If you are responding from England send by post to: Department for Education, Child Performance Consultation, Targeted Safeguarding Policy Unit, Sanctuary Buildings, Level 1, Great Smith Street, London SW1P 3BT, or by e-mail to: childperformance.consultation@education.gsi.gov.uk
If you are responding from Wales send by post to: Support for Learners Division, Department for Education and Skills, Welsh Government, Cathays Park, Cardiff, CF10 3NQ, or by email to: CSD3SafeguardingChildren@wales.gsi.gov.uk 

