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	Consultation on proposed changes to Child Performance Regulations (Children and Young People's Response Form)

Consultation Response Form

The closing date for this consultation is: 3 August 2012
Your comments must reach us by that date.
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Information provided in response to this consultation, including personal information, may be subject to publication or disclosure in accordance with the access to information regimes, primarily the Freedom of Information Act 2000 and the Data Protection Act 1998.
If you want all, or any part, of your response to be treated as confidential, please explain why you consider it to be confidential.

If a request for disclosure of the information you have provided is received, your explanation about why you consider it to be confidential will be taken into account, but no assurance can be given that confidentiality can be maintained. An automatic confidentiality disclaimer generated by your IT system will not, of itself, be regarded as binding on the Department.

The Department will process your personal data (name and address and any other identifying material) in accordance with the Data Protection Act 1998, and in the majority of circumstances, this will mean that your personal data will not be disclosed to third parties.

	Please tick if you want us to keep your response confidential.
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	Reason for confidentiality:
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	Name
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	Organisation (if applicable)
	[image: image7.png]




	Address:
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Contact Details
If you are based in England and you have a query relating to this consultation you can telephone 0370 000 2288 or email childperformance.consultation@education.gsi.gov.uk
If you are based in Wales, you can contact Elaine Hepple by email CSD3SafeguardingChildren@wales.gsi.gov.uk
If you have a query relating to the consultation process you can contact the CYPFD Team by telephone: 0370 000 2288 or via the Department's 'Contact Us' page.

About you
Please tell us the region you live in 
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	London
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	South East (outside London)
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	South West
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	East Midlands
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	West Midlands
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	North West
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	North East
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	Yorkshire and Humberside
	[image: image17.png]



	Eastern England
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	Wales
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	Other
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	Please Specify:



	


Please tell us the county you live in
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	Comments:



	


Please tick one of the boxes to let us know which age group you fall into
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	7 and under
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	8-11
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	12-16


Please tick one of the boxes below to let us know if you are a boy or a girl
	[image: image25.png]



	Boy
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	Girl


Summary
What do we want to know and why do we want to know it?
We are thinking about updating the rules about children who take part in a performance.  This could be acting, singing, dancing, sport or modelling, or taking part in a TV show. 

The rules were made to make sure that the organisers of a performance look after you, by keeping you safe, not making you work too hard or too long, not asking you to do anything you are not happy to do and making sure you do not miss out on your education, or fall behind your classmates while you are away from school.

These rules were made over 40 years ago, so we want your ideas and opinions on whether we should change them now.  Whether you have taken part in a performance just once, or many times, we would like to know what you think.

You don't need to give your name or any details about the performances you have been involved in, we are more interested in how things went for you and whether you feel anything could have been changed or made better.

We have put some questions in below to help you think about all the things involved in performing, but you don't need to answer all of them and you can give us as much information as you like.

You can complete this on your own or with your friends or teacher.

If we change the rules about child performers, this will affect people like you, so your opinions are very important to help us to get it right.
If you live in Wales, you can find a Welsh version of this response form here:

http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/education/safeguardingchildren/?lang=
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/education/safeguardingchildren/?lang=
Questions
1 Your education
Missing school

If you have missed school to take part in a performance, did you have any problems when you went back to school? For example did you

· fall behind in school work?

· find your friends treated you differently because of the reason you had been away?

Did you have any problems with your education while you were away from school or when you returned that you would like to tell us about?
Having a private tutor

If you had a private tutor:

· did they help you to keep up with your school work? 

· did they teach you different topics from the ones you were doing at school? 
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	Comments:



	


2 The length of time you spend at a production or performing
When you are involved in a performance:

· do you get tired or does it feel OK? 

· do you think you have enough breaks?

· if you have to travel a long way, how do you manage getting up early or coming home late? Does it cause any problems?

· what is the earliest time you think you should have to get up and the latest you think you should be able to get home?

· how long do you think children should spend performing each day? Do you think age is important or should other things be considered in deciding the right length of time each day?
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	Comments:



	


3 Your health
Most children have to see their doctor to make sure they are fit to take part in a performance. If that lasts for more than a few days, do you think you should always have to see a doctor or should your parent or guardian decide about whether you need to see a doctor?
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	Comments:



	


4 Your chaperone
Your chaperone is there to make sure that you are happy and safe when you are performing. Sometimes your chaperone will be one of your parents, sometimes it will be someone you don't know.  We want to know how well you feel your chaperone looked after you. 

· If you were part of a group being looked after by one chaperone, did you feel they paid you enough attention?

· Were you able to tell them about anything that was worrying you?

· What was the best thing about your chaperone?

· Was there anything about your chaperone you would change?

· Sometimes your chaperone might also be your tutor during the production. How does this feel? Is it easier or harder if your chaperone is also your tutor?

· Sometimes your chaperone may be your parent. Is that easier or harder than having someone else as your chaperone? Or does it make any difference?
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	Comments:



	


5 How you have felt after a performance 
It would be very useful for us to learn about the experiences you have had when you have been performing, and how you felt afterwards.

· How do you feel when you have finished a performance? Do you feel proud of what you have achieved?

· Do your friends outside school or your family treat you differently after a performance?

· Do your school friends treat you differently?

· Do you feel that being a performer has changed you? For example do you feel more or less confident?

· Would you like to do it again?

· Is there anything you would change if you could?

· Are there things about performing that you don't like or which don't make you feel good about yourself?


 

	[image: image31.png]



	Comments:



	


6 Reality programmes
Sometimes children are asked to take part in a ‘reality' style programme. You aren't acting but are asked to be yourself. You may then be set a challenge or task to complete, sometimes with family or friends, sometimes with people you don't know. Please answer these questions if you have taken part in a reality programme.

· How does it feel to appear on TV as yourself? 

· How is it different from when you play a role?

· How do people you know react when they see you on TV? 

· Do their reactions upset you?
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	Comments:



	


7 Being accepted
We are all different in many ways, including our appearance, our abilities (if we are very fit or if we need help to be able to take part in things), what we believe in and how we want other people to see us. 

Thinking about the things that make you unique, do you feel that this has caused any problems or upset you when you have been performing? If so, what could be done to change this? Has performing with lots of different people changed the way you look at other people?
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	Comments:



	


8 Please add here anything else you would like to tell us about being a child performer.
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	Comments:



	


Thank you for taking the time to let us have your views. We do not intend to acknowledge individual responses unless you place an 'X' in the box below.

Please acknowledge this reply [image: image35.png]



Here at the Department for Education we carry out our research on many different topics and consultations. As your views are valuable to us, would it be alright if we were to contact you again from time to time either for research or to send through consultation documents?
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Yes
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No


All DfE public consultations are required to conform to the following criteria within the Government Code of Practice on Consultation:

Criterion 1: Formal consultation should take place at a stage when there is scope to influence the policy outcome.

Criterion 2: Consultations should normally last for at least 12 weeks with consideration given to longer timescales where feasible and sensible.

Criterion 3: Consultation documents should be clear about the consultation process, what is being proposed, the scope to influence and the expected costs and benefits of the proposals.

Criterion 4: Consultation exercises should be designed to be accessible to, and clearly targeted at, those people the exercise is intended to reach.

Criterion 5: Keeping the burden of consultation to a minimum is essential if consultations are to be effective and if consultees’ buy-in to the process is to be obtained.

Criterion 6: Consultation responses should be analysed carefully and clear feedback should be provided to participants following the consultation.

Criterion 7: Officials running consultations should seek guidance in how to run an effective consultation exercise and share what they have learned from the experience.
If you have any comments on how DfE consultations are conducted, please contact Carole Edge, DfE Consultation Co-ordinator, tel: 0370 000 2288 / email: carole.edge@education.gsi.gov.uk
Thank you for taking time to respond to this consultation.
Completed questionnaires and other responses should be sent to the address shown below by 3 August 2012

If you live in England, please send your response by email to: CONSULTATIONchildperformance@education.gsi.gov.uk or by post to: Child Performance Consultation, Department for Education, Targeted Safeguarding Policy Unit, Sanctuary Buildings Level 1, Great Smith Street, London SW1P 3BT.

If you live in Wales, please send your response by email to: CSD3SafeguardingChildren@wales.gsi.gov.uk or by post to: Child Performance Consultation, Support for Learners Division, Department for Education and Skills, Welsh Government, Cathays Park, Cardiff CF10 3NQ.

