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1. This statement sets out how Ofsted will normally inspect all types of Academy schools.  Broadly there are two types of academy schools:[footnoteRef:1] [1:  There is no legal difference between the two types of academy, albeit that in practice they are treated differently and may be formed by different routes.] 


· converter academies – existing schools that have been approved to convert to become an academy

· sponsor-led academies – new schools including Free Schools[footnoteRef:2], Studio Schools and University Technical Colleges.  [2:  Free Schools that were formerly independent schools are not led by a sponsor.] 


2. When an academy school is established it has a new legal status and is a new school.

3. Inspection arrangements for converter academies are determined by the inspection history of their predecessor school. 

4. Sponsor-led academies that opened on or after 1 September 2011, including Free Schools, Studio Schools and University Technical Colleges will be inspected within two years of opening[footnoteRef:3].  [3:  16-19 academies and 16-19 free schools are inspected under the Common Inspection Framework for Further Education and Skills.] 


5. Ofsted will conduct section 8 monitoring inspections of any academies whose predecessor schools were in a category of concern at the time of their conversion to academy status. 

6. Academy schools will be subject to the same arrangements for inspection frequency as maintained schools.

7. These principles do not prejudice the Chief Inspector’s discretionary power to conduct an inspection at any time under section 8(2) of the Education Act 2005 to ‘inspect any school in England in circumstances where he is not required to do so by section 5…’ of the Act
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	The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding and child protection.
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.
This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/080290.
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our website for news, information and updates at www.ofsted.gov.uk/user.
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