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Universal Credit will be introduced as part of the UK 

Government's programme of welfare reform. The Department for 

Work and Pensions (DWP) are taking a phased approach to the 

roll out of Universal Credit between April 2013 and 2017. The 

initial introduction will take place during a pathfinder phase in 

the Greater Manchester area which will run from April 2013 - 

October 2013.  

 

Eligibility to the pathfinder is set out in the Universal Credit 

(Transitional Provisions) Regulations 2013.  The Education 

(School Lunches) (Scotland) Amendment Regulations 2013 will 

only have an effect if any one of the single, unemployed people 

on the pathfinder moves to Scotland during the period it is 

taking place. This assumes that the claimant has recently formed 

a new benefit unit with a parent or carer with a child of school 

age, or a young person who attends school, and an application 

for free school meals is subsequently made. 
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An Equality Impact Assessment should be carried out when more 

clarity is available about the roll out of Universal Credit in 

Scotland (post October 2013) or when the substantive 

arrangements for free school meals are put in place, whichever 

comes first. 

 

 



ISBN: 978-1-78256-474-4 (web only) 

 

APS Group Scotland 

DPPAS14070 (03/13) 4


