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The purpose of this document is to confirm facts about the requirements of Ofsted and to dispel myths that
can result in unnecessary workloads in colleges. It should be read alongside the Further education and

skills inspection handbook.

This document is intended to highlight specific practices that are not required by Ofsted. It is up to colleges
themselves to determine their practices. Leadership teams should justify these on their own merits rather
than by reference to the inspection handbook.

1. Teaching style

Ofsted don't prescribe any particular teaching style. We know that different things work for different
teachers and trainers. Inspectors are only interested in how much progress students make.
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2. Lesson plans

Inspectors will not expect to see lesson plans. They will judge overall how well lessons are planned, but
aren't interested in the specific form of that planning. They’ll evaluate the impact of the planning, not the
paperwork.

3. Equality and diversity

Inspectors don’t expect all aspects of equality and diversity to be promoted as explicit features in every
lesson. Inspectors want evidence that, during a student’s time at college, they will benefit from equality of
opportunity. There should also be evidence that they learn about the complex multicultural world they’ll live
and work in.

4. Limiting grades

Ofsted don't regard English, mathematics and work experience as limiting grades on study programmes.

5. Differentiation

Inspectors don’t expect work and tasks in all lessons to be tailored to meet each student’s individual
abilities. This is an unrealistic expectation. However, teachers should make sure that all students have
opportunities to fulfil their potential, regardless of their starting points or abilities. Inspectors will expect to
see evidence of this throughout the course as a whole.

6. Information and learning technology

Ofsted don't expect to see information and learning technology (ILT) being used in every lesson.
Inspectors, like teachers, see the potential impact that ILT can have on students’ learning. At the same
time, we see no particular benefit from the use of ILT for its own sake.

7. Observations and grading

Ofsted don’t expect all teachers to be observed and graded by their colleges, to inform self-assessment
and staff training. It's entirely up to college leaders what mechanisms they use to improve the quality of
teaching.

Is there anything wrong with this page?

Services and information

Benefits

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/further-education-and-skills-inspection-handbook/ofsted-inspections-myths[21/04/2017 09:13:22]


https://www.gov.uk/browse/benefits

Ofsted inspections: myths - GOV.UK

Births, deaths, marriages and care
Business and self-employed
Childcare and parenting
Citizenship and living in the UK
Crime, justice and the law
Disabled people

Driving and transport

Education and learning

Employing people

Environment and countryside
Housing and local services

Money and tax

Passports, travel and living abroad
Visas and immigration

Working, jobs and pensions
Departments and policy
How government works

Departments
Worldwide

Policies
Publications

Announcements

Help Cookies Contact Terms and conditions Rhestr o Wasanaethau Cymraeg
Built by the Government Digital Service

OGL

All content is available under the Open Government Licence v3.0, except where otherwise stated

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/further-education-and-skills-inspection-handbook/ofsted-inspections-myths[21/04/2017 09:13:22]


http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/information-management/re-using-public-sector-information/copyright-and-re-use/crown-copyright/
https://www.gov.uk/browse/births-deaths-marriages
https://www.gov.uk/browse/business
https://www.gov.uk/browse/childcare-parenting
https://www.gov.uk/browse/citizenship
https://www.gov.uk/browse/justice
https://www.gov.uk/browse/disabilities
https://www.gov.uk/browse/driving
https://www.gov.uk/browse/education
https://www.gov.uk/browse/employing-people
https://www.gov.uk/browse/environment-countryside
https://www.gov.uk/browse/housing-local-services
https://www.gov.uk/browse/tax
https://www.gov.uk/browse/abroad
https://www.gov.uk/browse/visas-immigration
https://www.gov.uk/browse/working
https://www.gov.uk/government/how-government-works
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations
https://www.gov.uk/government/world
https://www.gov.uk/government/policies
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications
https://www.gov.uk/government/announcements
https://www.gov.uk/help
https://www.gov.uk/help/cookies
https://www.gov.uk/contact
https://www.gov.uk/help/terms-conditions
https://www.gov.uk/cymraeg
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/government-digital-service
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/3/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/3/

Ofsted inspections: myths - GOV.UK

© Crown copyright

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/further-education-and-skills-inspection-handbook/ofsted-inspections-myths[21/04/2017 09:13:22]


http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/information-management/re-using-public-sector-information/copyright-and-re-use/crown-copyright/
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/information-management/re-using-public-sector-information/copyright-and-re-use/crown-copyright/

	www.gov.uk
	Ofsted inspections: myths - GOV.UK


	N0ZWQtaW5zcGVjdGlvbnMtbXl0aHMA: 
	form5: 
	q: 
	input5: 




