
 
  

 
 

 

EU HOME AFFAIRS SUB-COMMITTEE 

 

BREXIT: EU STUDENT EXCHANGES AND FUNDING FOR UNIVERSITY 

RESEARCH 

 

CALL FOR EVIDENCE 

 

The House of Lords EU Home Affairs Sub-Committee, chaired by Lord Jay of Ewelme, has 

launched an inquiry into the UK’s future participation in the student exchange programme 

Erasmus and Horizon 2020 funding for university research.1 The inquiry will focus on the 

short- and long-term impact of leaving the EU on the UK’s participation in both 

programmes. The Sub-Committee is limiting its focus on Horizon to the effect of Brexit on 

funding for university research. 

This is a public call for written evidence to be submitted to the Committee. The deadline 

is Wednesday 21 November. The Committee values diversity and seeks to ensure this 

wherever possible.  How to submit evidence is set out later in this document, but if you  

have any questions or require adjustments to enable you to respond, please contact the staff 

of the Committee. We look forward to hearing from a range of interested individuals and 

organisations. 

Inquiry focus 

 

Erasmus and Horizon 2020 are among several EU programmes with a focus on 

education and skills collaboration. The Government is committed to participation in 

these programmes until the end of their current phases in 2020, but upon exit from 

the EU, the UK will no longer fulfil eligibility criteria for full membership. 

After the UK leaves the EU, it is unclear whether or how the UK will continue to 

participate in these programmes. The Government has indicated that it will seek 

continued association with both programmes, but the substance and cost of these 

arrangements are still unclear. 

Under the terms of the Draft Withdrawal Agreement published in March 2018, the 

UK will continue to participate in Erasmus+ and Horizon 2020 in 2019 and 2020 (the 

transition period) as this was already committed under the EU Multiannual Financial 

Framework for 2014-2020.2 

 

 

 

 

1 Both programmes are changing names from 2021 to Erasmus and Horizon Europe. The Committee will from 

here on in refer to the programmes as Erasmus and Horizon as a catch-all for both. 
2 Draft Agreement on the Withdrawal of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland from the 
European Union and the European Atomic Energy Community, 19 March 2018, Article 130(1) 

 

1 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/sites/beta-political/files/draft_agreement_coloured.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/sites/beta-political/files/draft_agreement_coloured.pdf
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Further, the Government has issued a guarantee to UK organisations that it will 

underwrite successful funding bids from EU programmes where the bids had been 

submitted before the UK’s planned departure from the EU on 29 March 2019.3 In the 

event of no Brexit deal being reached, these organisations would continue to receive 

funding until the end of their projects. An extension to this guarantee was issued in 

July 2018, which underwrites funding for successful bids submitted until the end of 

2020.4 

The Committee is interested in how changes to the UK’s association with the 

Erasmus and Horizon programmes might affect UK students, researchers, and 

universities. This includes in the event of no deal or, should agreement be reached, 

after the transition period. 

The Committee is seeking evidence on the following questions. Submissions need 

not address all questions. 

Erasmus+/Erasmus 

 

• What form of future association with Erasmus should the Government seek 

and what, in your estimation, is it likely to get? What do you think such an 

association would cost? 

• How many UK students currently participate in the Erasmus programme, and 

how many would be expected to take part after 2020 if the UK continued to 

participate in Erasmus? 

• To what extent will the Government be able to influence the future direction 

of Erasmus and how important is this? 

• What degree of planning have you undertaken to establish relationships and 

partnerships with countries or institutions outside of the Erasmus programme 

in the event that the UK no longer participates in it? 

• What action is, or should, the Government be taking to develop relationships 

and partnerships with countries or institutions outside the Erasmus 

programme if the UK no longer participates in it? 

• During the transition period—if there is one—will new applications for funding 

by UK organisations and participants be restricted in any way? 

 

Horizon 2020/Horizon Europe 

 

• What form of future association with Horizon Europe should the Government 

seek for UK universities, and what is it likely to get? Would it be possible for 

the UK to negotiate a bespoke association with Horizon Europe? 

• How much funding would you expect a future association between the UK and 

Horizon to bring UK universities and researchers? 
 

 

 

3 ‘Chancellor Philip Hammond guarantees EU funding beyond date UK leaves the EU’, 13 August 2016 
4 ‘Funding from EU programmes guaranteed until the end of 2020 ‘, 24 July 2018 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/chancellor-philip-hammond-guarantees-eu-funding-beyond-date-uk-leaves-the-eu
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/funding-from-eu-programmes-guaranteed-until-the-end-of-2020
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• To what extent will the Government be able to influence the future direction 

of Horizon Europe? What level of influence would universities hope that the 

Government would retain?? 

• What degree of planning have you undertaken to establish relationships and 

partnerships with countries or universities outside of the Horizon programme 

if the UK no longer participates in it? 

• What action is, or should, the Government be taking to develop relationships 

and partnerships with countries or institutions outside the Horizon 

programme if the UK no longer participates in it? 

• If the UK leaves the EU without an agreement on an association with Horizon 

2020, the eligibility of some cross-university collaborations may be in doubt. 

What effect would such a scenario have on the likelihood that potential 

collaborators choose to work with UK-based researchers? 

• During the transition period—if there is one—will new applications for funding 

by UK universities or UK-based researchers be restricted in any way? 

 

A no deal scenario 

• What is the expected cost of the Government’s guarantee to underwrite 

existing EU funding grants for students and universities in the event of ‘no 

deal’? How much funding would your organisation require? 

• In the event of no deal, how can the Government best ensure that the 

financing of projects currently funded by Erasmus or Horizon is delivered in a 

timely and efficient manner, to minimise disruption for participants? 

• In the event of no deal, what preparations are being made for a scenario 
where participating countries or institutions are unable or unwilling to 
accommodate UK participants after 29 March 2019? What is your assessment 

of the Government’s plan to “engage with member states and key institutions 

to seek to ensure UK participants can continue with their planned activity”.5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
5 Department for Education, ‘Erasmus+ in the UK if there’s no Brexit deal’, 23 August 2018 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/erasmus-in-the-uk-if-theres-no-brexit-deal/erasmus-in-the-uk-if-theres-no-brexit-deal
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ANNEX: GUIDANCE FOR SUBMISSIONS 

 

Written evidence should be submitted online using the written submission form 

available at http://www.parliament.uk/student-exchanges-funding-universities- 

research-submission-form. This page also provides guidance on submitting evidence. 
 

If you have difficulty submitting evidence online, please contact the Committee staff 

by email staffordg@parliament.uk or by telephoning 020 7219 4911. The deadline for 

written evidence is Wednesday 21 November. 

 

Short submissions are preferred. A submission longer than six pages should include a 

one-page summary. 

 

Paragraphs should be numbered. All submissions made through the written 

submission form will be acknowledged automatically by email. 

 

Evidence that is accepted by the Committee may be published online at any stage; 

when it is so published it becomes subject to parliamentary copyright and is 

protected by parliamentary privilege. Submissions that have been previously published 

will not be accepted as evidence. Once you have received acknowledgement that the 

evidence has been accepted you will receive a further email, and at this point you may 

publicise or publish your evidence yourself. In doing so you must indicate that it was 

prepared for the Committee, and you should be aware that your publication or re- 

publication of your evidence may not be protected by parliamentary privilege. 

 

Personal contact details will be removed from evidence before publication, but will be 

retained by the Committee Office and used for specific purposes relating to the 

Committee’s work, for instance to seek additional information. 

 

Persons who submit written evidence, and others, may be invited to give oral 

evidence. Oral evidence is usually given in public at Westminster and broadcast 

online; transcripts are also taken and published online. Persons invited to give oral 

evidence will be notified separately of the procedure to be followed and the topics 

likely to be discussed. 

 

Substantive communications to the Committee about the inquiry should be 

addressed through the Clerk of the Committee, whether or not they are intended to 

constitute formal evidence to the Committee. 

 

This is a public call for evidence. Please bring it to the attention of other 

groups and individuals who may not have received a copy direct. 
 

You may follow the progress of the inquiry at www.parliament.uk/student-

exchanges-funding-universities-research/ 

 

http://www.parliament.uk/student-exchanges-funding-universities-research-submission-form
http://www.parliament.uk/student-exchanges-funding-universities-research-submission-form
mailto:staffordg@parliament.uk
http://www.parliament.uk/student-exchanges-funding-universities-research/
http://www.parliament.uk/student-exchanges-funding-universities-research/

