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Unconditional offers to 18 year olds

applicants from England, Northern Ireland and Wales

Number

% of offers to

18 year olds

18 year olds 

with 1 or more

2008 6,675 0.9% 2.4%

2009 6,395 0.8% 2.2%

2010 5,105 0.6% 1.7%

2011 3,355 0.4% 1.2%

2012 2,605 0.3% 0.9%

2013 2,985 0.4% 1.1%

2014 12,115 1.4% 4.5%

2015 23,410 2.5% 8.5%

2016 36,825 3.9% 12.9%

2017 51,615 5.3% 17.5%

2018 67,915 7.1% 22.9%

Source: End of cycle report 2018 (and earlier), Ucas
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Research has shown that external factors such as ‘schooling effects’ 

and family background have a major influence on the performance of 

students in exams and on the educational aspirations of individual 

students. Universities therefore use 
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