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Guidance
Childcare: reporting children’s
accidents and injuries

Find out whether you need to tell Ofsted about an
accident, injury or iliness a child suffers while in your
care.
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must report all serious childcare incidents that occur to children
while they are in your care. This includes all serious accidents,

injuries and illnesses.

You don'’t need to report a minor accident, injury or iliness suffered by a
child in your care.

Serious injuries, accidents and illnesses
You must tell Ofsted about any of the following:

¢ anything that requires resuscitation

e admittance to hospital for more than 24 hours

e abroken bone or fracture

¢ dislocation of any major joint, such as the shoulder, knee, hip or elbow
e any loss of consciousness

e severe breathing difficulties, including asphyxia

e anything leading to hypothermia or heat-induced illness

Minor injuries

You do not need to tell Ofsted about minor injuries, even if treated at a
hospital (for less than 24 hours). These include:

e animal and insect bites, such as a bee sting that doesn’t cause an
allergic reaction

e sprains, strains and bruising, for example if a child sprains their wrist
tripping over their shoelaces

e cuts and grazes

e minor burns and scalds

e dislocation of minor joints, such as a finger or toe
e wound infections

Eyes

You must report to Ofsted if a child suffers any loss of sight, whether it is
temporary or permanent. You must also tell us about any:

e penetrating injury to the child’s eye
e chemical or hot metal burn to the child’s eye


https://www.gov.uk/guidance/report-a-serious-childcare-incident

Substances and electricity

If a child in your care suffers any injury from, or requires medical
treatment for, any of the following situations you must tell Ofsted:

e from absorption of any substance:
e by inhalation

e by ingestion
e through the skin
e from an electric shock or electrical burn

e where there is reason to believe it resulted from exposure to:
¢ a harmful substance

e abiological agent
e 3 toxin
¢ an infected material

Published 19 February 2020

Explore the topic

Children's centres, childminders, pre-schools and nurseries

Performance and inspection of childcare providers

Is this page useful? Yes No Is there anything wrong with this page?

Transition period

Find out what it means for you

Services and information Departments and policy
Benefits Education and learning How government works
Births, deaths, marriages and care Employing people Departments

Business and self-employed Environment and countryside Worldwide



https://www.gov.uk/childcare-parenting/childrens-centres-childminders-pre-schools-and-nurseries
https://www.gov.uk/childcare-parenting/performance-and-inspection-of-childcare-providers
https://www.gov.uk/contact/govuk
https://www.gov.uk/contact/govuk
https://www.gov.uk/contact/govuk
https://www.gov.uk/transition
https://www.gov.uk/browse/benefits
https://www.gov.uk/browse/births-deaths-marriages
https://www.gov.uk/browse/business
https://www.gov.uk/browse/education
https://www.gov.uk/browse/employing-people
https://www.gov.uk/browse/environment-countryside
https://www.gov.uk/government/how-government-works
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations
https://www.gov.uk/world

Childcare and parenting Housing and local services Services

Citizenship and living in the UK Money and tax Guidance and regulation
Crime, justice and the law Passports, travel and living abroad News and communications
Disabled people Visas and immigration Research and statistics

Driving and transport Working, jobs and pensions Policy papers and consultations

Transparency and freedom of information
releases

Help Privacy Cookies Contact Accessibility statement Terms and conditions
Rhestr o Wasanaethau Cymraeg Built by the Government Digital Service

OGL Al content is available under the Open Government Licence v3.0, except where otherwise
stated © Crown copyright



https://www.gov.uk/browse/childcare-parenting
https://www.gov.uk/browse/citizenship
https://www.gov.uk/browse/justice
https://www.gov.uk/browse/disabilities
https://www.gov.uk/browse/driving
https://www.gov.uk/browse/housing-local-services
https://www.gov.uk/browse/tax
https://www.gov.uk/browse/abroad
https://www.gov.uk/browse/visas-immigration
https://www.gov.uk/browse/working
https://www.gov.uk/search/services
https://www.gov.uk/search/guidance-and-regulation
https://www.gov.uk/search/news-and-communications
https://www.gov.uk/search/research-and-statistics
https://www.gov.uk/search/policy-papers-and-consultations
https://www.gov.uk/search/transparency-and-freedom-of-information-releases
https://www.gov.uk/help
https://www.gov.uk/help/privacy-notice
https://www.gov.uk/help/cookies
https://www.gov.uk/contact
https://www.gov.uk/help/accessibility-statement
https://www.gov.uk/help/terms-conditions
https://www.gov.uk/cymraeg
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/government-digital-service
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/3/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/3/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/information-management/re-using-public-sector-information/uk-government-licensing-framework/crown-copyright/

	www.gov.uk
	Childcare: reporting children’s accidents and injuries - GOV.UK


