	Consultation
Launch Date 1 November 2010
Respond by 24 January 2011
Ref: Department for Education 

	Arrangements for Placement of Children by Voluntary Organisations and Others (England) Regulations 2011

This consultation is about consolidating and replacing old regulations about the placement and case review of children other than looked after children, by various voluntary organisations or in children's homes.  The new regulations are required because previous regulations, which covered both looked after children and children who are not looked after, are being revoked or amended. We need to set out what arrangements apply to placement of children who are not looked after.
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Enquiries To
If your enquiry is related to the policy content of the consultation, you can contact Andrew Dalton by email:
Placement-NotLookedAfter.CONSULTATION@education.gsi.gov.uk or telephone: 020 7340 7352.



	
	Contact Details

	
	If your enquiry is related to the DfE e-consultation website or the consultation process in general, you can contact the Consultation Unit:

· consultation.unit@education.gsi.gov.uk
· telephone: 0870 000 2288

	1
	Foreword from Andrew Sargent, Deputy Director, Children in Care Division, Department for Education

	1.1
	Dear colleague,

I am writing to invite your views as part of this consultation exercise. There are a small group of vulnerable children and young people who are placed by voluntary organisations and other organisations, in fostering arrangements or children's homes, but who are not looked after under section 20 or 31 of the Children Act 1989. As a result of our ongoing programme to modernise and streamline the legal framework for looked after children, we are amending or revoking regulations for this small group. We are keen to get your views about this set of proposed regulations, to make sure they are proportionate and provide the right balance of duties and flexibility to safeguard children and ensure they have high quality placements.

The new regulations would retain the provisions that apply to children who are not looked after almost identically to those under existing regulations, without adding new requirements or removing any requirements.

	2
	Background and Proposal

	2.1
	Existing regulations were made under the Children Act 1989:

· Arrangements for Placement of Children (General) Regulations 1991, 

· Review of Children's Cases Regulations 1991; and

· Fostering Services Regulations 2002 (made under the Care Standards Act 2000),

· Children's Homes Regulations 2001 (made under the Children Act and Care Standards Act).

These regulations cover both children who are looked after and children who are not looked after. The number of children placed who are not looked after has reduced since the 1989 Act, however the issue is what requirements should remain for any that are.

	2.2
	The existing regulations from 1991 are due to be replaced, with respect to looked after children, by the new Care Planning, Placement and Case Review Regulations. These were made in March 2010, to come into force in April 2011.

Revisions to the Fostering Services Regulations and Children's Homes Regulations are under consultation. This runs from 27 August to 19 November, and is available on the DfE e-consultation website: http://education.gov.uk/consultations

	2.3
	When the new Care Panning, Placement and Case Review Regulations and Fostering Services Regulations come into force, the previous regulations will be revoked and the Children's Homes Regulations will be amended.  This leaves a need for arrangements for children who are not looked after.

The number of children placed who are not looked after has reduced since the Children Act, however we consider that regulations should exist to ensure appropriate placements for any that are.

	2.4
	The proposed Arrangements for Placement of Children by Voluntary Organisations and Others (England) Regulations 2011 retain the requirements of the 1991 regulations, and relevant requirements from the Fostering Services and Children's Homes Regulations.

	2.5
	The provisions covered by the draft regulations include how arrangements for placements are made, aspects that should be considered such as the education and health of the child, who should be consulted or notified, establishment of records and their retention and confidentiality, local authorities keeping a register, and the time and manner for cases to be monitored and reviewed.

	2.6
	The provisions relate to placements in children's homes or with foster parents.

	2.7
	We propose not to add any new requirements, or remove any. However, we invite comments on whether they are sufficient and necessary to ensure that children have the most appropriate placements.

	2.8
	The draft regulations can be downloaded from the DfE e-consultation website: http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations

	3
	How To Respond

	3.1
	Consultation responses can be completed:

· online at www.education.gov.uk/consultations
· by emailing Placement-NotLookedAfter.CONSULTATION@education.gsi.gov.uk
· by downloading a response form which should be completed and sent to: Children in Care Team, Department for Education, 1st Floor, Sanctuary Buildings, Great Smith Street, London SW1P 3BT.

	4
	Additional Copies

	4.1
	Additional copies are available electronically and can be downloaded from the Department for Education e-consultation website at:  http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations

	5
	Plans for making results public

	5.1
	The results of the consultation and the Department's response will be published on the DfE e-consultation website in February 2011.


