	Call for Evidence

Launch Date 2 August 2010
Respond by 30 September 2010
 

	Tickell Review of the Early Years Foundation Stage – Call for Evidence

The Minister of State for Children and Families, Sarah Teather, has invited Dame Clare Tickell to conduct an independent review of the Early Years Foundation Stage. The review is looking at how best to protect young children's safety and welfare and support their development and learning. The review is being supported by a secretariat of Department for Education officials. The review was announced on 06 July 2010.
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	Tickell Review of the Early Years Foundation Stage – Call for Evidence

	A Call for Evidence

	To
Early years practitioners, other experts in the early years, schools, parents and carers

Issued
2 August 2010

Enquiries To
If your enquiry is related to the policy content of the Call for Evidence you can contact PCU helpline on: 

Telephone: 0807 000 2288

or contact us on: www.education.gov.uk/contactus/


	
	Contact Details

	
	If your enquiry is related to the DfE e-consultation website or the Call for Evidence process in general, you can contact the Consultation Unit by e-mail: consultation.unit@education.gsi.gov.uk 

or by telephone: 0870 000 2288.
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	A Message from Clare Tickell
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	1.1
	I am delighted to have been able to accept the Government's invitation to carry out an independent review of the Early Years Foundation Stage.  One of the things that I have been asked to do is to ensure this review is as open and outward facing as possible.  I will be gathering views and evidence in a variety of different ways through the review, one of which is through a call for evidence.  This letter invites you to respond to this call for evidence - I am eager to hear from anyone who has an interest in the early years.

The Early Years Foundation Stage 1 is a legal framework for early learning and childcare providers that sets what they should do to keep young children safe, secure and happy.  It also sets out what practitioners should do through play to support young children's development and learning.  All organisations and people who are registered with Ofsted to provide early learning and childcare to children aged between birth and 5, as well as all schools providing for this age group, have to meet the requirements of the Early Years Foundation Stage - regardless of the number of children they care for, or the type of early years service they provide.   

The Early Years Foundation Stage has been in place for two years now, and one of my aims for this review is to consolidate the learning from these first two years.  Government has asked me to consider four areas in particular:

· The scope of regulation

· The learning and development requirements

· The assessment arrangements

· The welfare requirements.

I have also been asked to consider throughout how to reduce to burden of the EYFS on those who have to deliver it.  You can look at the full list of things that I've been asked to cover by clicking here.

You can let me know your views on the Early Years Foundation Stage by completing the response form at www.education.gov.uk/consultations.  The first part of this questionnaire is designed for parents or carers to answer, the remainder for schools, other early years providers and practitioners, local authorities, academics and sector representative bodies.  However, please don't be constrained by the different sections of the questionnaire - if you have views on the Early Years Foundation Stage, then I would like to hear from you. . 

There is a lot to consider in relation to the Early Years Foundation Stage, so the questionnaire is long and you may not have a view on all questions.  You might want to focus on the questions that are most relevant to you - you do not have to fill in the whole questionnaire in order to send this in to me.  There is space at the end of each section for you to write anything that you think is important but which isn't covered by the questions.

The earliest years of a child's life are critical and early learning and care has a crucial role to play in the lives of children and families.  The Early Years Foundation Stage is designed to support early years settings to provide safe, happy environments, in which children take part in stimulating activities that help their learning and development.  The best way in which the Early Years Foundation Stage can be reviewed is for you to say what you think is good and should be kept, what you don't think works well, and could be removed, and what you think is missing and could be added.  I am eager to hear from as many people as possible, and look forward to receiving your views.

Dame Clare Tickell

Independent Chair of the Early Years Foundation Stage review 



1 - You can download a copy of the EYFS at http://nationalstrategies.standards.dcsf.gov.uk/downloader/e3bcab1b02080a1c5a4a8c7661509cf9.pdf
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	Guidance for Parents and Carers

	2.1
	Questions specifically for parents and carers
The answers to the questionnaire will feed into the review of the Early Years Foundation Stage, a government document which sets the standards for learning, development and welfare for children from birth to five.  Since September 2008 the requirements set out in this document have been mandatory for all schools and early learning and care providers in Ofsted registered settings attended by young children from birth to the end of the academic year in which they turn five.  Therefore, all Ofsted registered childminders, nurseries, playgroups, children's centres which provide daycare, holiday clubs, and breakfast or after school clubs, and all maintained and independent schools with nursery or reception classes have to deliver the Early Years Foundation Stage.  In the questionnaire, we use the shorthand of ‘early learning and care settings' or ‘early years settings' to collectively describe these types of provision.  However, grandparents, other close relatives and babysitters do not need to deliver the Early Years Foundation Stage, and neither do friends unless they look after your child for more than two hours at a time and you pay them to do so. 

The Early Years Foundation Stage has two parts.  The first is about learning and development, and is based on six areas of learning and development2 around which your child's time in their early years setting should be structured.  It also includes the ‘early learning goals' that young children should have acquired by the age of five.  The second half is about welfare, and sets out the requirements about things like child protection, safe recruitment, safe premises, and documentation.  It also says how many staff there should be for the number of children being cared for, and what qualifications the staff should hold. 

You may or may not be familiar with the name ‘Early Years Foundation Stage' - we know different early years settings tend to describe this in different ways.  You may have heard this referred to as the ‘foundation stage' or a child's ‘learning journey' or the ‘learning goals'.  If you don't recognise the name ‘Early Years Foundation Stage' please just answer the questions on the response form thinking about your children aged between birth and 5 and what their early years settings do to help them learn, develop and to keep them safe.  


2 - Personal Social and Emotional Development ; Communication, Language and Literacy; Problem Solving , Reasoning and Numeracy; Knowledge and Understanding of the World; Physical Development; and Creative Development.
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	How To Respond

	3.1
	Call for Evidence responses can be completed online at: www.education.gov.uk/consultations 

by emailing: EYFS2010.REVIEW@education.gsi.gov.uk
or by downloading a response form which should be completed and sent to:

Department for Education
Consultation Unit, Area GB
Castle View House, East Lane 
Runcorn 
Cheshire 
WA7 2GJ
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	Additional Copies

	4.1
	Additional copies are available electronically and can be downloaded from the Department for Education e-consultation website at: 
www.education.gov.uk/consultations
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	Plans for making results public

	5.1
	The recommendations from the Call for Evidence will be published on the DfE e-consultation website in Spring 2011.


