	Tickell Review of the Early Years Foundation Stage – Call for Evidence

Call for Evidence Response Form

The closing date for this consultation is: 30 September 2010
Your comments must reach us by that date.
	[image: image1.png]




	[image: image2.jpg]Jepariment for

Education






THIS FORM IS NOT INTERACTIVE. If you wish to respond electronically please use the online or offline response facility available on the Department for Education e-consultation website (http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations).
Information provided in response to this Call for Evidence, including personal information, may be subject to publication or disclosure in accordance with the access to information regimes, primarily the Freedom of Information Act 2000 and the Data Protection Act 1998.

If you want all, or any part, of your response to be treated as confidential, please explain why you consider it to be confidential.

If a request for disclosure of the information you have provided is received, your explanation about why you consider it to be confidential will be taken into account, but no assurance can be given that confidentiality can be maintained. An automatic confidentiality disclaimer generated by your IT system will not, of itself, be regarded as binding on the Department.

The Department will process your personal data (name and address and any other identifying material) in accordance with the Data Protection Act 1998, and in the majority of circumstances, this will mean that your personal data will not be disclosed to third parties.

	Please tick if you want us to keep your response confidential.
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	Reason for confidentiality:
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	Name
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	Organisation (if applicable)
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	Address:
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If your enquiry is related to the policy content of the Call for Evidence you can contact PCU helpline on: 

Telephone: 0807 000 2288

or contact us on: www.education.gov.uk/contactus/
If you have a query relating to the consultation process you can contact the Consultation Unit on:

Telephone: 0870 000 2288 

e-mail: consultation.unit@dcsf.gsi.gov.uk
Please tick one category that best describes you as a respondent.
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	Parent/Carer
	[image: image9.png]



	Maintained school
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	Independent school
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	Childminder
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	Nursery
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	Local Authority
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	Early years sector representative
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	Play sector
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	Breakfast/after school club
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	Pre-school/playgroup
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	SEN provision
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	Other
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	Please Specify:



	


Provider - practitioner questions
How many children are currently cared for by you or in your setting aged 0-5?
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	Under 5
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	5-10
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	10-15
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	15-20
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	20+
	
	


How long have you been registered as a provider/practitioner?
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	Less than 1 year
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	1-3 years
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	3-5 years
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	5+ years
	
	
	
	


Call for Evidence 
The first part of this questionnaire is designed for parents or carers to answer, the remainder for schools, other early years providers and practitioners, local authorities, academics and sector representative bodies.  However, please don't be constrained by the different sections of the questionnaire - if you have views on any of the questions here, then Dame Clare would like to hear from you. 

There is a lot to consider in the Early Years Foundation Stage, so this questionnaire is long and you may not have a view on all questions.  You might want to focus on the questions that are most relevant to you - you do not have to fill in the whole questionnaire in order to submit this to Dame Clare.  There is space at the end of each section for you to write anything that you think is important but which isn't covered by the questions.

 Thank you for taking the time to submit your views.

Questions for Parents
1 How many children do you have aged between birth - 5 who are looked after in any form of early learning or childcare provision? Please include children who go to nursery or reception class in a school as well as other types of early years provision.
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	One
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	Two
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	Three
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	Four
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	Five+
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	Comments:



	


2 What type of early years provision do you use for your children?
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	Nursery school
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	Nursery class
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	Reception class
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	Day Nursery
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	Playgroup/preschool
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	Childminder

	[image: image42.png]



	Breakfast/afterschool club or activity
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	Special day school or activity for SEN
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	Holiday club/scheme
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	Children's centre
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	Other -please specify
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	Comments:



	


3 What kind of information would you look at to help you choose early learning and care provision for your child?  Please tick your most important 3.
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	Ofsted inspection reports
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	Reputation
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	Recommendation
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	Activities and daily routines of the provision
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	Staff qualifications
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	Opening hours
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	Location
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	Cost
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	Support for children's learning & development
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	Other -please specify
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	Comments:



	


4 The EYFS sets out the standards that should be in place to help create a safe, healthy environment in early learning and childcare settings. What are the most important things to you when it comes to protecting your child's safety and supporting their health in a nursery or reception class in school or another early years setting?  Please tick your most important 3.
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	Staff knowing local safeguarding procedures
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	Safe and secure premises & equipment
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	Provision of healthy meals & drinks
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	Good behaviour management
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	Safe recruitment of staff
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	Having staff with early years qualifications, training skills & knowledge
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	The number of staff to children
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	Access to an outdoor play area
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	The amount of space available
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	Each child having a 'key person'
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	Other - please specify
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	Comments:



	


5 Young children can learn incredibly quickly from birth, and need lots of interesting things to do as they develop and learn. What are the most important things that you think schools or other settings should be required to do to support your child's learning and development?  Please tick your most important 3.
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	Help them to build good personal, social and emotional skills
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	Help to develop their communication, speaking & listening skills
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	Begin to support them to read & write
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	Support them in problem solving & numeracy
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	Develop the knowledge to help children make sense of the world
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	Support their physical development
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	Provide them with opportunities to explore creativity
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	Other - please specify
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	Comments:



	


6 Would you want all schools and early years settings to have to do the same things? If no, please say which types of provider you think should not have to do them.
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


7 The practitioners who work in schools and other early years settings are uniquely placed to talk to you about your child's development. What information, if any, would you like them to give you about your child's learning and development?
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	Achievements
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	Interests
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	Learning style
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	How their development compares to other children of the same age
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	Other-please specify
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	Comments:



	


8 At what point would you like them to give you this information?
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	Informally when appropriate
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	At the end of each term/every three months
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	On a yearly basis
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	Just before they move into year 1
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	When they first start going to a nursery or reception class
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	Other - please specify


	[image: image96.png]



	Comments:



	


9 Do you think that it would be useful for early years practitioners to, with your permission, talk to other professionals such as health visitors about your child's development?
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	Strongly agree
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	Partly agree
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	Neither agree or disagree

	[image: image100.png]



	Partly disagree
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	Strongly disagree
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	Comments:



	


10 Parents and carers have the biggest influence on their children's learning and development. Do you think there's a role for early years practitioners to work with parents and carers to help improve children's learning and development at home?
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	Strongly agree
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	Partly agree
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	Neither agree or disagree
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	Partly disagree
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	Strongly disagree
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	Comments:



	


11 Do you have any other comments you'd like to make?
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	Comments:



	


Questions for practitioners, owners/managers, schools, academics, sector representative bodies, training providers, local authorities etc.  
12 Many people have views about the EYFS. Many think that it has been very successful and would like it to remain unchanged. Others think parts of it need changing, or that there shouldn't be a mandatory framework at all. What is your overall view of the EYFS?
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	Comments:



	


One of the aims of the EYFS was to bring together learning and care requirements, because the evidence suggests that this helps to raise the quality of early learning and childcare provision. It was also felt that it would be easier for practitioners and parents/carers if all the guidance on early years services was brought together in a single framework.

13 Do you think there should be a framework that covers both welfare requirements and learning and development requirements? If you have views on the content of the welfare or learning and development requirements, note there are specific questions on this later on in the questionnaire.
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	Strongly agree
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	Partly agree
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	Neither agree or disagree
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	Partly disagree
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	Strongly disagree
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	Comments:



	


14 Some providers argue that they should not have to deliver the learning and development requirements of the EYFS - for example, independent schools, parts of the play sector/out of school care, and some childminders. What are your views on moving away from a single framework and having different or lighter touch requirements for some types of provider?
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	Comments:



	


15 What providers, if any, do you think should have fewer learning and development requirements? (*In this questionnaire, where children attend a range of settings we have called the settings where they spend the majority of their time between 8am and 6pm the 'primary setting', and the other settings they attend 'secondary settings'. E.g. if a young child attends a nursery class during the day, and an after school club for two hours after school, then the nursery class would be their primary setting and the after school club their secondary setting). 
	[image: image118.png]



	None
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	Secondary providers*
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	Providers who don't receive government funding
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	Providers whose philosophy conflicts with the EYFS
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	Other - please specify
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	Comments:



	


16 It could be argued that if providers receive government funding - for example for delivering free nursery education for 3 and 4 year olds - then they should be required to deliver the things that Government thinks are important and sets out in the EYFS. What are your views on this?
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	Strongly agree
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	Partly agree
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	Neither agree or disagree
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	Partly disagree
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	Strongly disagree
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	Comments:



	


17 Do you have any other comments you'd like to make?
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	Comments:



	


The themes and objectives of the EYFS 
18 The EYFS is currently based around four themes that are designed to provide a context for the EYFS requirements, and describe how practitioners should provide good quality and consistent support for the learning, development and care of young children. These themes are:

·  A unique child

·  Positive relationships

·  Enabling environments

·  Learning and development

Would you take a different approach to these themes and underpinning principles? If yes, please specify what approach you would take.
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


19 The overarching aim of the EYFS is to improve children's developmental outcomes and to reflect that it is every child's right to grow up safe, healthy, enjoying and achieving, making a positive contribution and with economic wellbeing. Do you think the EYFS should have a different aim?  If yes, please specify what aim you would have.
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


20 a) Underneath this overarching aim, the objectives of the EYFS are to:

·  Objective 1: Set the standards for early years providers

·  Objective 2: Provide for equality of opportunity

·  Objective 3: Create the framework for partnership working

·  Objective 4: Improve quality and consistency

·  Objective 5: Lay a secure foundation for future learning.

Do you think these objectives are the right ones?  If no, please specify what you think the objectives of the EYFS should be.
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not sure
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	Comments:



	


20 b) Which of these objectives do you think is the most important of all?
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	Objective 1
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	Objective 2
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	Objective 3
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	Objective 4
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	Objective 5
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	Comments:



	


21 Do you have any other comments you'd like to make?
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	Comments:



	


Enjoying, learning and developing 
22 The six areas of learning and development are well established areas that are intended to provide a structure for young children's development and learning. Do you think they achieve this?   If no, please specify what structure you think should be used.
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	Yes
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	No
	[image: image152.png]



	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


23 One of the aims of this review is to identify the knowledge and skills that are most important for young children to develop and thrive, particularly so that when they move into Year 1 they will continue to make good progress and achieve well in later school life. What do you think are the most important skills, knowledge, attitudes and dispositions that children need to develop from birth to five years?
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	All of the current six areas of learning
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	A subset of the six areas of learning - please specify
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	Other - please specify
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	Comments:



	


24 Currently, the EYFS says that children should be supported to develop equally across all six areas of learning at all ages. Neurological evidence suggests that there are some things it's important for young children to learn when they're very young - for example emotional control - and other things that they can pick up at an older age - for example peer social skills. Should the areas of learning be tailored for specific ages and stages?

	[image: image158.png]



	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


25 The early learning goals (ELGs) set out the things that most children should be able to do by the age of 5. The goals provide a structure for early years practitioners to work towards, but some people have told us that there are too many goals, with some duplication, and that some of the goals are too hard for some 5-year-old children. Do you think there should be a structure for practitioners to work towards?
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	Strongly agree
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	Partly agree
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	Neither agree or disagree
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	Partly disagree
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	Strongly disagree
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	Comments:



	


26 If you think there should be a structure for practitioners to work towards, what do you think this should include?
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	Comments:



	


By the end of the EYFS, significant gaps in development emerge between the most disadvantaged children and their peers from more affluent families, and this gap widens as children grow older. One of the aims of this review is to identify what practitioners could do to help narrow this gap.

27 What do you think are the most important areas to focus on to support disadvantaged children to progress? Please tick your most important 3.

	[image: image169.png]



	Personal, social & emotional skills
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	Communication, speaking & listening skills
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	Reading & writing
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	Problem solving & numeracy
	[image: image173.png]



	Knowledge to make sense of the world
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	Physical development
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	Opportunities to explore creativity
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	Other - please specify
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	Comments:



	


28 Parents have the biggest influence on their children's learning and development. Do you think there's a role for early years practitioners to work with parents to help improve children's learning and development at home?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


29 Learning and development in the early years is complex. Do you have any further comments on the current six areas of learning and development, ELGs and educational programmes in the EYFS?

	[image: image182.png]



	Comments:



	


Assessing children's progress 
30 It's an integral part of caring for young children that practitioners should, on an ongoing basis, observe and understand what children are capable of and enjoy, and tailor what play and activities they do with them to reflect this. This cycle of observation and assessment, known as formative assessment (or ‘Listen, Look and Note') informs or guides everyday planning. What do you think of this approach?

	[image: image183.png]



	Comments:



	


31 Summative assessment is a summary of all the formative assessment done over a long period and the Early Years Foundation Stage Profile (EYFSP) is a way of capturing this at the age of 5. It is intended to provide Year 1 teachers with each child's level of learning and development as they reach the end of the EYFS, so that they should be able to tailor learning to individual children's abilities, and to inform parents/carers how their child is developing.. However, some practitioners tell us that this takes up too much time, and that not all Year 1 teachers find the EYFSP useful. What are your views on the EYFSP?
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	I like it as it is
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	I think it should be slimmed down - please specify how
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	I think it should be non-statutory

	[image: image187.png]



	I think it should be got rid of completely - please specify why
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	Comments:



	


32 a) Young children go through a number of transitions. As well as the transition from early years provision to Year 1, other examples of transition are between different early years providers, and into nursery classes in schools at the age of 3. Do you think there should be a summative assessment of a child's learning and development to help inform parents and to help support transition?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


32 b) If yes, when do you think this should take place?
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	Comments:



	


33 If you think there should be a summative assessment of a child's development, what do you think this should cover?  Please tick your most important 3.
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	Personal, social and emotional development
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	Communication, speaking & listening skills
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	Reading & Writing

	[image: image197.png]



	Problem solving, reasoning & numeracy
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	Knowledge & understanding of the world
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	Physical development
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	Creative development
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	Other - please specify
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	Comments:



	


34 Adults who work with young children are uniquely placed to recognise and understand how children are developing. Many practitioners work closely with other agencies to help to identify children with special educational needs (SEN) before they reach compulsory schooling in Year 1. Do you think that identification of possible SEN could be integrated more explicitly into the cycle of early years observation and assessment?   If yes, how do you think this should work?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not sure
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	Yes in principle but not in practice
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	Comments:



	


35 Do you have any other comments you'd like to make?
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	Comments:



	


Safe, happy and healthy children 

36 The welfare requirements in the EYFS currently cover a lot of things, from child protection, to supporting children's health, to the safety of premises and equipment. The five areas under which the welfare requirements are grouped are safeguarding and promoting children's welfare, suitable people, suitable premises, environment and equipment, organisation, and documentation.  Which of the welfare requirements do you think are essential?
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	Comments:



	


37 Some providers have told us that certain welfare requirements are overly burdensome, and that there's too much paperwork and box ticking included in the EYFS. Do you think any of the welfare requirements should be removed or simplified?  If yes, please specify.

	[image: image210.png]



	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


38 Currently, the EYFS sets out only very high level requirements on supporting children's health - for example it says that children should be given nutritious meals and snacks, but doesn't include nutritional guidelines. What do you think the EYFS requirements should be in relation to children's health?
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	Comments:



	


39 The staff to child ratio and qualification requirements are included within the welfare requirements. How have you found implementing the ratio and qualification requirements?
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	Comments:



	


40 Do you have any other comments you'd like to make?
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	Comments:



	


Thank you for taking the time to let us have your views. We do not intend to acknowledge individual responses unless you place an 'X' in the box below.

Please acknowledge this reply [image: image217.png]



Here at the Department for Education we carry out our research on many different topics and consultations. As your views are valuable to us, would it be alright if we were to contact you again from time to time either for research or to send through consultation documents?
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Yes
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No



All DfE public consultations are required to conform to the following criteria within the Government Code of Practice on Consultation:

Criterion 1: Formal consultation should take place at a stage when there is scope to influence the policy outcome.

Criterion 2: Consultations should normally last for at least 12 weeks with consideration given to longer timescales where feasible and sensible.

Criterion 3: Consultation documents should be clear about the consultation process, what is being proposed, the scope to influence and the expected costs and benefits of the proposals.

Criterion 4: Consultation exercises should be designed to be accessible to, and clearly targeted at, those people the exercise is intended to reach.

Criterion 5: Keeping the burden of consultation to a minimum is essential if consultations are to be effective and if consultees’ buy-in to the process is to be obtained.

Criterion 6: Consultation responses should be analysed carefully and clear feedback should be provided to participants following the consultation.

Criterion 7: Officials running consultations should seek guidance in how to run an effective consultation exercise and share what they have learned from the experience.

If you have any comments on how DfE consultations are conducted, please contact Donna Harrison, DfE Consultation Co-ordinator, tel: 01928 794304 / email: donna.harrison@education.gsi.gov.uk
Thank you for taking time to respond to this Call for Evidence.
Completed questionnaires and other responses should be sent to the address shown below by 30 September 2010

Send by post to: 
Department for Education
Consultation Unit Area Ground B
Castle View House
Runcorn
Cheshire
WA7 2GJ

Send by e-mail to: EYFS2010.REVIEW@education.gsi.gov.uk
