	Regulations Governing Fostering Services, Children’s Homes Providers and Adoption and Fostering Panels and Statutory Guidance on Children’s Homes and Fostering

Consultation Response Form

The closing date for this consultation is: 19 November 2010
Your comments must reach us by that date.
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THIS FORM IS NOT INTERACTIVE. If you wish to respond electronically please use the online or offline response facility available on the Department for Education e-consultation website (http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations).
Information provided in response to this consultation, including personal information, may be subject to publication or disclosure in accordance with the access to information regimes, primarily the Freedom of Information Act 2000 and the Data Protection Act 1998.

If you want all, or any part, of your response to be treated as confidential, please explain why you consider it to be confidential.

If a request for disclosure of the information you have provided is received, your explanation about why you consider it to be confidential will be taken into account, but no assurance can be given that confidentiality can be maintained. An automatic confidentiality disclaimer generated by your IT system will not, of itself, be regarded as binding on the Department.

The Department will process your personal data (name and address and any other identifying material) in accordance with the Data Protection Act 1998, and in the majority of circumstances, this will mean that your personal data will not be disclosed to third parties.

	Please tick if you want us to keep your response confidential.
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	Reason for confidentiality:
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	Name
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	Organisation (if applicable)
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	Address:
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If your enquiry is related to the policy content of the consultation you can contact Shelley 
Stewart - Murray on:

Telephone: 020 7783 8089

e-mail: shelley.stewart-murray@education.gsi.gov.uk
If you have a query relating to the consultation process you can contact the Consultation Unit on:

Telephone: 01928 794888

e-mail: consultation.unit@education.gsi.gov.uk
Please tick the box that best describes you as a respondent.
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	Local Authority (please specify role below)
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	Fostering
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	Adoption
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	Children's Residential Care
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	Birth parent/family
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	Child/Young Person
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	Professional Body/Association
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	Other professional (e.g. teacher, social worker, GP)
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	Carer
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	Other
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	Please Specify:



	


Please state whether your responses apply to the fostering services, children's homes provider or adoption services.
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	Fostering Services
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	Children's Home Provider
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	Adoption Services
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	Other
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	Please Specify:



	


We have reviewed the regulations and have aimed to take out overly prescriptive detail. 

1 a) Are there areas where you think we could take out further detail, and if so, could you specify what these are?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


1 b) Please set out what implications this could have for practice?
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	Comments:



	


We have revised the statutory guidance to makes clear what areas are extant and so it accurately and clearly reflects the current regulatory framework.
2 a)  Are you content with the structure of the guidance?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


2 b) Are you content with the overall tone and level of detail within the guidance?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


2 c) are there areas of detail that you would like removed, and if so, what are these?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


2 d) Are there important areas that we have omitted in the guidance, and if so, what are these?
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	Yes
	[image: image42.png]



	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


This question refers to paragraphs 7.9 - 7.12 of the consultation document.

3 Are you content with our proposal to remove the requirement for the registered person to provide, when so requested by children and their parents, a copy of a report in respect of any review conducted in line with regulation 34 (1) of the Children's Homes Regulations and regulation 35 (1)(a) of the Fostering Services Regulations.
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	Yes
	[image: image46.png]



	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


This question refers to paragraphs 7.13 of the consultation document.

4 Is it appropriate that the regulations identified are disapplied for providers of short break care? 
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


5 Are there other regulations that are not appropriate for particular types of service or particular providers? If yes please explain which regulation and what type of provision is being referred to.
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


This question refers to paragraphs 7.14 - 7.15 of the consultation document.

6 We would welcome your views whether the offence under Regulation 41 remains necessary in addition to the provision in new Section 22A of the Care Standards Act 2000?
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	Comments:



	


This question refers to paragraphs 7.16 of the consultation document.

7 a) Are the exceptions set out in regulations appropriate?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


This question refers to paragraphs 7.16 of the consultation document.

7 b) Are there other exceptions which it would be appropriate to include so that the provision is not regarded as a children's home?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


This question refers to paragraphs 7.17 of the consultation document.

8 Do the arrangements required by Regulation 9 remain relevant - as the authority responsible for the child's care will be the authority that initiates placements in secure accommodation; or is it necessary to retain the regulation to cover exceptional circumstances?

	[image: image66.png]



	Comments:



	


This question refers to paragraph 7.18 of the consultation document.

9 a) Should there continue to be a minimum and/or maximum number of members appointed to Fostering and Adoption Panels? 
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	Yes
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	No
	[image: image69.png]



	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


This question refers to paragraph 7.18 of the consultation document.

9 b) Should this be prescribed in regulations and if yes what should the minimum/maximum be?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


This question refers to paragraphs 7.19 of the consultation document.

10 a) Should the quoracy for fostering and adoption panels be prescribed in regulations?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


This question refers to paragraphs 7.19 of the consultation document.

10 b) If yes, would a quorum of three be appropriate?  If not how many would be appropriate?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


This question refers to paragraphs 7.19 of the consultation document.

10 c) Should there be any differences between the quoracy for fostering and adoption panels?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


This question refers to paragraphs 7.19 of the consultation document.

10 d) Should specific panels members be required to be at the panel meeting?  If yes, which members should they be?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


This question refers to paragraphs 7.20 of the consultation document.

11 Is it appropriate that we set out in regulations the general requirement above but do not prescribe the expertise or positions which must be held by members of fostering or adoption panels?  

If you consider we should prescribe expertise or positions to be held by panel members, please state what these should be and if they would be different for fostering and adoption panels.
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


This question refers to paragraphs 7.21 of the consultation document.

12 a) is it appropriate to prescribe the maximum period of office for either adoption or fostering panel membership?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


This question refers to paragraphs 7.21 of the consultation document.

12 b) Or should it be for each fostering service/adoption agency to satisfy themselves that the panel member's performance is satisfactory?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


This question refers to paragraph 7.22 of the consultation document.

13 a) Should we prescribe in regulations that the chair of an adoption or fostering panel is independent of the adoption agency/fostering service?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


This question refers to paragraph 7.22 of the consultation document.

13 b) Should we prescribe in regulations that the vice chair is also independent of the adoption agency/fostering service?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


This question refers to paragraph 7.23 of the consultation document.

14 a) Do you agree that more than one vice chair may be appointed if the fostering service/adoption agency wish?  
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


This question refers to paragraph 7.23 of the consultation document.

14 b) If so, should there be a maximum number of vice chairs?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


This question refers to paragraph 7.23 of the consultation document.

14 c) Should we prescribe in regulations that more than one vice chair may be appointed if the adoption agency/fostering service so wish? 
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


15 The guidance clarifies that foster children should enjoy the same opportunities as their peers to have a fulfilled childhood, stay over with friends and take part in school trips and family holidays. This government is clear that in order to achieve this the foster carer must be able to take day to day decisions about the child as any parent would. What decisions can be taken by the foster carer and where parental or local authority permission must be sought needs to be understood by all as part of care planning. Is there more we can do either in guidance or regulations to further clarify this position?
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	Comments:



	


This question refers to paragraph 7.25 of the consultation document.

16 Should local authority foster carers be exempt from being required to register with Ofsted on the early years register and deliver the Early Years Foundation Stage (in addition to being registered as a foster carer), in order to provide childcare on a short-term basis for a looked after child aged 5 or under who is placed with another foster carer? 
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


This question refers to paragraph 7.25 of the consultation document.

17 Should local authority foster carers be exempt from being required to register with Ofsted on the general childcare register (in addition to being registered as a foster carer) in order to provide childcare on a short-term basis for a looked after child aged 6 or 7 who is placed with another foster carer? 
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


This question refers to paragraph 7.25 of the consultation document.

18 Should there be any restrictions on the scope of any exemption to register.  For example, a limit on the number of days a foster carer can provide child care to a looked after child placed with another foster carer without registering as a childminder? 

	[image: image132.png]



	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


19 Please use this space for any other comments you would like to make. 
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	Comments:



	


20 Please let us have your views on responding to this consultation (e.g. the number and type of questions, was it easy to find, understand, complete etc.)
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	Comments:



	


Thank you for taking the time to let us have your views. We do not intend to acknowledge individual responses unless you place an 'X' in the box below.

Please acknowledge this reply [image: image138.png]



Here at the Department for Education we carry out our research on many different topics and consultations. As your views are valuable to us, would it be alright if we were to contact you again from time to time either for research or to send through consultation documents?
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Yes
	[image: image140.png]


No



All DfE public consultations are required to conform to the following criteria within the Government Code of Practice on Consultation:

Criterion 1: Formal consultation should take place at a stage when there is scope to influence the policy outcome.

Criterion 2: Consultations should normally last for at least 12 weeks with consideration given to longer timescales where feasible and sensible.

Criterion 3: Consultation documents should be clear about the consultation process, what is being proposed, the scope to influence and the expected costs and benefits of the proposals.

Criterion 4: Consultation exercises should be designed to be accessible to, and clearly targeted at, those people the exercise is intended to reach.

Criterion 5: Keeping the burden of consultation to a minimum is essential if consultations are to be effective and if consultees’ buy-in to the process is to be obtained.

Criterion 6: Consultation responses should be analysed carefully and clear feedback should be provided to participants following the consultation.

Criterion 7: Officials running consultations should seek guidance in how to run an effective consultation exercise and share what they have learned from the experience.

If you have any comments on how DfE consultations are conducted, please contact Donna Harrison, DfE Consultation Co-ordinator, tel: 01928 794304 / email: donna.harrison@education.gsi.gov.uk
Thank you for taking time to respond to this consultation.
Completed questionnaires and other responses should be sent to the address shown below by 19 November 2010

Send by post to: Consultation Unit, Floor GB, Castle View House, Department for Education, East Lane, Runcorn, Cheshire WA7 2GJ.

Send by e-mail to: FosteringChAdoption.CONSULTATION@education.gsi.gov.uk
