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If your child, under the age of 18, is coming to the UK without you, they
could be particularly vulnerable. We have a separate process for this type
of application. Applicants must meet different eligibility criteria, and
sponsors must have enhanced safeguarding checks. The online
application form for sponsors of children not travelling with their parent or
legal guardian should be completed.
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If you have applied to come to the UK with your children through the main
Homes for Ukraine scheme, you must travel with them to the UK.

When you are in the UK, you should not leave your child in the care of a
sponsor (or an accompanying adult relative) for 28 days or more. You also
should not leave your child the care of a sponsor (or an accompanying
relative) for shorter periods on a regular basis. Sponsors of children who
arrived with their parent or legal guardian will not have expected to take on
the responsibility for a child who is not with their parent or legal guardian.

What you must do before you leave your child
with your sponsor
If in very exceptional circumstances you can’t travel with your child or
children to the UK or need to leave them in the care of the sponsor for 28
days or more, you must take certain steps. Before you leave your child or
children you must have:

agreed how long the sponsor will be responsible for your children
got the consent of the sponsor to take on additional responsibility as a
sponsor of a child under 18
told the council and give them written consent. You should use this
version of the UK sponsorship arrangement consent form
waited for the council to successfully complete any additional
safeguarding checks required (including a sponsor suitability
assessment) before the child travels to the UK or before the parent or
legal guardian leaves their child in the care of the sponsor.

You must follow the steps above for any situation where you need to leave
your child in the care of your sponsor for 28 days or more, including if:

you can’t travel with your child to the UK
if you are returning to Ukraine temporarily
if you are moving to another UK address for work

You should also contact your local council to find out if your temporary
absence may affect your entitlement to any services you are currently
receiving.

If you go abroad, you can continue to get Universal Credit for up to one
month.

You must:

be eligible for Universal Credit when you’re going abroad
remain eligible for it while you’re abroad
tell your work coach that you’re going, and let them know when you return

If you leave the UK, you should stay in frequent contact with your sponsor
and your child and keep them updated about any changes to your plans (for
example if you need to be away for longer than you originally thought).

If your sponsor can no longer look after your
children
If a sponsorship arrangement between a sponsor and a child who is under
18 and is not with their parent or legal guardian breaks down or is ended by
the council for child welfare or safeguarding reasons, the council may need

Find out about the UK’s response

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/homes-for-ukraine-guidance-for-councils-children-and-minors-applying-without-parents-or-legal-guardians
https://www.gov.uk/government/topical-events/russian-invasion-of-ukraine-uk-government-response


to accommodate your child. The council will try to contact you to
understand how you want your child to be cared for if this happens.

You can read more information about the council’s responsibility in these
situations.

You can read more about the eligible minors scheme.

Published 16 January 2023

Get emails about this page

Print this page

Explore the topic

Safeguarding and child protection

Community and society

Topical events

Russian invasion of Ukraine: UK government response

Topics

Benefits

Births, death, marriages and care

Business and self-employed

Childcare and parenting

Citizenship and living in the UK

Crime, justice and the law

Disabled people

Driving and transport

Education and learning

Employing people

Environment and countryside

Government activity

Departments

News

Guidance and regulation

Research and statistics

Policy papers and consultations

Transparency

How government works

Get involved

Is this page useful?

Yes

No

Report a problem with this page

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/homes-for-ukraine-guidance-for-councils-children-and-minors-applying-without-parents-or-legal-guardians
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/homes-for-ukraine-guidance-for-parents-or-legal-guardians-children-and-minors-applying-without-parents
https://www.gov.uk/childcare-parenting/safeguarding-child-protection
https://www.gov.uk/society-and-culture/community-and-society
https://www.gov.uk/government/topical-events/russian-invasion-of-ukraine-uk-government-response
https://www.gov.uk/browse/benefits
https://www.gov.uk/browse/births-deaths-marriages
https://www.gov.uk/browse/business
https://www.gov.uk/browse/childcare-parenting
https://www.gov.uk/browse/citizenship
https://www.gov.uk/browse/justice
https://www.gov.uk/browse/disabilities
https://www.gov.uk/browse/driving
https://www.gov.uk/browse/education
https://www.gov.uk/browse/employing-people
https://www.gov.uk/browse/environment-countryside
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations
https://www.gov.uk/search/news-and-communications
https://www.gov.uk/search/guidance-and-regulation
https://www.gov.uk/search/research-and-statistics
https://www.gov.uk/search/policy-papers-and-consultations
https://www.gov.uk/search/transparency-and-freedom-of-information-releases
https://www.gov.uk/government/how-government-works
https://www.gov.uk/government/get-involved


Housing and local services

Money and tax

Passports, travel and living abroad

Visas and immigration

Working, jobs and pensions

Help  Privacy  Cookies  Accessibility statement  Contact  Terms and conditions  Rhestr o Wasanaethau Cymraeg
Government Digital Service

 All content is available under the Open Government Licence v3.0, except where otherwise stated

© Crown copyright

https://www.gov.uk/browse/housing-local-services
https://www.gov.uk/browse/tax
https://www.gov.uk/browse/abroad
https://www.gov.uk/browse/visas-immigration
https://www.gov.uk/browse/working
https://www.gov.uk/help
https://www.gov.uk/help/privacy-notice
https://www.gov.uk/help/cookies
https://www.gov.uk/help/accessibility-statement
https://www.gov.uk/contact
https://www.gov.uk/help/terms-conditions
https://www.gov.uk/cymraeg
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/government-digital-service
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/3/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/information-management/re-using-public-sector-information/uk-government-licensing-framework/crown-copyright/

	www.gov.uk
	Parents of children under 18 travelling to, or staying in, the UK without their parent or legal guardian: Homes for Ukraine - GOV.UK


