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Purpose 
This document is a detailed timeline for qualifications submitted in Cycle 1 of the level 2 and 
below qualifications approval process, to be read alongside the Guide to the post-16 
landscape at level 3 and below for 2025 and beyond Review of post-16 qualifications at 
level 3 and below in England - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk). It is aimed at awarding 
organisations. 

Dates 
Date: 20 April to 5 June 2023 

Action: Awarding organisation registers intent to submit qualification(s) 

If you are an awarding organisation considering submitting a level 2 qualification for funding  
approval, we ask that you register your intention to submit. You must also confirm the  
qualification(s) you intend to submit are within your Ofqual scope of recognition to be  
regulated. More detail is available on GOV.UK 

Date: 19 May to 30 June 2023 

Action: Awarding organisation submits proposal for additional specialist  
technical qualification.  
 
If you are an awarding organisation considering submitting a level 2 additional specialist 
technical qualification that is not on the Institute for Apprenticeships and Technical 
Education's (IfATE)’s predefined list, you will need to first submit a qualification proposal to 
IfATE. More detail is available on GOV.UK 

Date: 13 November to 24 November 2023 

Action: Awarding organisation submits qualifications for approval.  

The Single Access Point (GOV.UK) contains links to the Department for Education’s (DfE) 
2025 to 2026 qualifications funding approval manual, IfATE’s published process and criteria 
for approval of level 2 technical qualifications. It will also link to Ofqual’s regulations 
covering technical qualifications at level 2 which will be published by June 2023. 

Date: Winter 2023 to Spring 2024 

Action: DfE, IfATE and Ofqual review qualifications.  

Qualifications will be reviewed against the criteria in DfE's 2025 to 2026 qualifications 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/review-of-post-16-qualifications-at-level-3-in-england--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/review-of-post-16-qualifications-at-level-3-in-england--2
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/awarding-organisations-submitting-qualifications-for-approval
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/awarding-organisations-submitting-qualifications-for-approval
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/awarding-organisations-submitting-qualifications-for-approval
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funding approval manual. As only technical qualifications at level 2 are included in cycle 1, 
they will also be reviewed against IfATE's criteria. Ofqual will provide feedback to DfE and 
IfATE. 
 
Date: 27 May to 13 June 2024 

Action: Window for awarding organisations to update Ofqual Register of  
Regulated Qualifications.  
 
On 14 June 2024, prior to completing the funding approval review, DfE will take a download 
of the information held on Ofqual’s Register of Regulated Qualifications. By that date the  
awarding organisation must make sure that it has completed all the necessary information 
on Ofqual’s Register. 
 
Date: Summer 2024  

Action: IfATE confirms decisions on whether to approve as technical  
qualifications.  
 
IfATE will decide whether the qualification is approved as a technical qualification under the  
powers set out in the Skills Act. Applicants will be issued an approval decision which 
determines the eligibility of their technical qualification to be considered for public funding. 
If a qualification is not approved in one of IfATE's technical qualification categories, and the  
awarding organisation disagrees with how the final decision was reached, in certain 
circumstances IfATE will review its decision-making process. This is known as procedural 
review. The awarding organisation may be able to seek procedural review and should 
consult the guidance available on IfATE’s procedural review page.  
 
Date: 31 July 2024 

Action: DfE informs awarding organisation of funding approval  
decisions.  
 
DfE will review qualifications against the funding approval criteria. The DfE funding approval  
decision is separate and independent from Ofqual’s recognition of awarding organisations 
and regulation of qualifications and IfATE’s decision to approve technical qualifications. 
If a level 2 technical qualification is not approved for funding for one or more  
qualification offers, the awarding organisation may be able to ask DfE to review the  
outcome on the basis that the funding approval criteria have not been applied correctly.  
Further detail can be found in the 2025 to 2026 qualifications funding approval manual. 
 
 
 



 4 

 

 
 
 
Date: 30 September 2024 

Action: DfE publishes final list of level 2 qualifications with funding 
approval.  

Qualifications that are approved for funding for 2025/26 will be published on the List of 
Qualifications approved for funding (education.gov.uk) 

 

Date: 1 August 2025 

Action: Funding approval commences. Funding approval removed from 
qualifications not approved.  

Delivery commences for qualifications approved for funding through this process. Level 2 
qualifications which are aligned to supporting progression to employment in the following 
Sector Subject Areas will have their funding approval removed unless they have been 
approved through this process or exempted from the process.  

Sector Subject Areas this applies to:   

• child development and well-being 
• health and social care 
• science 
• medicine and dentistry 
• nursing and subjects and vocations allied to medicine 
• building and construction 
• engineering 

Qualifications exempted:  

• GCSEs 
• Functional Skills Qualifications (FSQs) in English and maths 
• Higher Project Qualifications 
• Performing Arts Graded Exams 
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