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Applies to England

Changes for classroom-based subjects
From the start of the 2025 to 2026 academic year new tuition fee and tuition fee
loan limits are being introduced for foundation years in some subjects.

Students will pay a reduced tuition fee if they are doing a foundation year at an
English higher education provider in a classroom-based subject, such as:

business
social science
humanities

These students will also receive a reduced tuition fee loan.

Other subjects

Maximum tuition fees and tuition fee loans for foundation years in non-classroom-
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based subjects will increase by 3.1% to £9,535 from the start of the 2025 to 2026
academic year. These subjects include:

science
engineering
medical subjects
creative and performing arts

Separate information is available on changes to tuition fees: 2026 to 2026
academic year.

The government intends to lay regulations implementing these changes for the
2025 to 2026 academic year later in 2024 and early in 2025.

These regulations will be subject to Parliamentary procedure.

Further guidance on tuition fees for foundation years is available.

Classroom-based foundation years at approved (fee
cap) providers
The maximum tuition fee in the 2025 to 2026 academic year for a classroom-
based foundation year, for courses offered by approved (fee cap) providers[footnote
1], depends on whether the provider has:

a Teaching Excellence Framework (TEF) award from the Office for Students
(OfS)
an access and participation plan (APP) from the OfS

Providers with TEF and an APP

The maximum tuition fee for a classroom-based foundation year, in the 2025 to
2026 academic year for approved (fee cap) providers with a TEF award and with
an APP, will be:

£5,760 for standard full-time courses
£4,315 for part-time courses

Providers without TEF and with an APP
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The maximum tuition fee, for a classroom-based foundation year, in the 2025 to
2026 academic year for approved (fee cap) providers without a TEF award and
with an APP will be:

£5,605 for standard full-time courses
£4,200 for part-time courses

Providers with TEF and without an APP

The maximum tuition fee, for a classroom-based foundation year, in the 2025 to
2026 academic year for approved (fee cap) providers with a TEF award and
without an APP will be:

£3,835 for standard full-time courses
£2,875 for part-time courses

Providers without TEF or an APP

The maximum tuition fee, for a classroom-based foundation year, in the 2025 to
2026 academic year for approved (fee cap) providers without a TEF award and
without an APP will be:

£3,735 for standard full-time courses
£2,800 for part-time courses

Tuition fee loans

Eligible students undertaking classroom-based foundation years for courses
offered by approved (fee cap) providers[footnote 1] in England will qualify for tuition
fee loans to meet the full cost of their tuition in the 2025 to 2026 academic year.

Students who live in England and apply to study a classroom-based foundation
year in another part of the UK will also qualify for tuition fee loans of up to £5,760.

Students should check with their provider to understand whether this loan will
cover the full cost of their tuition fees.

Classroom-based foundation years at approved
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Lower maximum fee loans will apply for foundation years in classroom-based
subjects offered by approved providers[footnote 2] starting in the 2025 to 2026
academic year.

The maximum tuition fee loan in the 2025 to 2026 academic year for a classroom-
based foundation year, for courses offered by approved providers[footnote 2] with a
TEF, will be:

£3,835 for standard full-time courses
£2,875 for part-time courses

The maximum tuition fee loan in the 2025 to 2026 academic year for a classroom-
based foundation year, for courses offered by approved providers without a TEF,
will be:

£3,735 for standard full-time courses
£2,800 for part-time courses

1. a university or college registered with the Office for Students for whom
maximum fee limits apply ↩ ↩2

2. a university or college registered with the Office for Students for whom
maximum fee limits do not apply ↩ ↩2

Back to top

https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/gov-uk-banner/?c=no-js
https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/gov-uk-banner/?c=no-js
https://www.gov.uk/browse/benefits
https://www.gov.uk/browse/births-deaths-marriages
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations
https://www.gov.uk/search/news-and-communications


Tuition fees and loans for foundation years: 2025 to 2026 academic year - GOV.UK

https://www.gov.uk/...nt-support-2025-to-2026-academic-year/tuition-fees-and-loans-for-foundation-years-2025-to-2026-academic-year[12/12/2024 14:42:38]

Business and self-employed

Childcare and parenting

Citizenship and living in the UK

Crime, justice and the law

Disabled people

Driving and transport

Education and learning

Employing people

Environment and countryside

Housing and local services

Money and tax

Passports, travel and living abroad

Visas and immigration

Working, jobs and pensions

Guidance and regulation

Research and statistics

Policy papers and
consultations

Transparency

How government works

Get involved

Help 
Privacy 
Cookies 
Accessibility statement 
Contact
Terms and conditions 
Rhestr o Wasanaethau Cymraeg
Government Digital Service

All content is available under the Open Government Licence v3.0, except where
otherwise stated

© Crown copyright

https://www.gov.uk/browse/business
https://www.gov.uk/browse/childcare-parenting
https://www.gov.uk/browse/citizenship
https://www.gov.uk/browse/justice
https://www.gov.uk/browse/disabilities
https://www.gov.uk/browse/driving
https://www.gov.uk/browse/education
https://www.gov.uk/browse/employing-people
https://www.gov.uk/browse/environment-countryside
https://www.gov.uk/browse/housing-local-services
https://www.gov.uk/browse/tax
https://www.gov.uk/browse/abroad
https://www.gov.uk/browse/visas-immigration
https://www.gov.uk/browse/working
https://www.gov.uk/search/guidance-and-regulation
https://www.gov.uk/search/research-and-statistics
https://www.gov.uk/search/policy-papers-and-consultations
https://www.gov.uk/search/policy-papers-and-consultations
https://www.gov.uk/search/transparency-and-freedom-of-information-releases
https://www.gov.uk/government/how-government-works
https://www.gov.uk/government/get-involved
https://www.gov.uk/help
https://www.gov.uk/help/privacy-notice
https://www.gov.uk/help/cookies
https://www.gov.uk/help/accessibility-statement
https://www.gov.uk/contact
https://www.gov.uk/help/terms-conditions
https://www.gov.uk/cymraeg
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/government-digital-service
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/3/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/information-management/re-using-public-sector-information/uk-government-licensing-framework/crown-copyright/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/information-management/re-using-public-sector-information/uk-government-licensing-framework/crown-copyright/

	www.gov.uk
	Tuition fees and loans for foundation years: 2025 to 2026 academic year - GOV.UK


