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This is the main findings report for the area special educational needs and/or
disabilities (SEND) inspections and outcomes in England 2025 release. The
following are also available:

underlying data

methodology

pre-release access list

Summary
This release contains:

outcomes of area SEND inspections carried out between 1 January 2024 and 31
December 2024

outcomes for all area SEND inspections carried out under the current framework
(between 1 January 2023 and 31 December 2024)

Main findings

In January 2023, Ofsted and the Care Quality Commission (CQC) began
carrying out joint inspections of local services for children and young people
with SEND under the new inspection framework. This framework anticipates
inspecting all local areas by 2027/28.

Since January 2023, we have carried out 54 full inspections in local areas
across England, with 28 taking place in 2024. In 14 of these inspections (7 in
2024), we found that the local area partnership’s SEND arrangements
typically led to positive experiences and outcomes for children and young
people with SEND. In 26 inspections (15 in 2024), we found that

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/area-send-inspections-and-outcomes-in-england-as-at-31-december-2024


arrangements led to inconsistent experiences and outcomes for children and
young people with SEND. In the remaining 14 inspections (6 in 2024), we
concluded that there were widespread and/or systemic failings leading to
significant concerns.

Introduction
Ofsted and the CQC carry out joint inspections of local areas at the request of the
Secretary of State for Education under section 20(1)(a) of the Children Act 2004.
[footnote 1] More details on current and previous frameworks can be found in the
accompanying methodology document.

There are 3 possible full inspection outcomes, leading to different subsequent
inspection activity:

The local area partnership’s SEND arrangements typically lead to positive
experiences and outcomes for children and young people with SEND. The local
area partnership is taking action where improvements are needed.

The local area partnership’s arrangements lead to inconsistent experiences and
outcomes for children and young people with SEND. The local area partnership
must work jointly to make improvements.

There are widespread and/or systemic failings leading to significant concerns
about the experiences and outcomes of children and young people with SEND,
which the local area partnership must address urgently.

In this publication, we occasionally summarise these inspection outcomes for ease
of presentation.

Inspections evaluate arrangements for all children and young people with SEND
aged 0 to 25 covered by the SEND code of practice, including those who have an
education, health and care (EHC) plan and those who receive special educational
needs (SEN) support.

In January 2024, there were 576,000 children and young people aged up to 25 with
an EHC plan. There were additionally over 1.2 million pupils receiving SEN support
in school. Overall, 18.4% of children and young people in school are designated as
having SEND.[footnote 1]

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/area-send-inspections-and-outcomes-in-england-as-at-31-december-2024/methodology-area-send-inspections-and-outcomes-in-england-as-at-31-december-2024


This publication includes all area SEND inspections completed during 2024.
Reports for these inspections have all been published.

Inspections between 1 January 2024 and
31 December 2024
During the 2024 calendar year, we carried out 28 full inspections in local areas
across England.

In 7 inspections, we found that the local area partnership’s SEND arrangements
typically led to positive experiences and outcomes for children and young people
with SEND. The local area partnership was taking action to make improvements
where these were needed.

In 15 inspections, we found that the local area partnership’s arrangements led to
inconsistent experiences and outcomes for children and young people with SEND.
The organisations making up the local area partnership needed to work together to
make improvements.

In the remaining 6 inspections, we concluded that there were widespread and/or
systemic failings that led to significant concerns about the experiences and
outcomes of children and young people with SEND, which the local area partnership
needed to address urgently. These local area partnerships had to prepare and
submit a priority area SEND action plan to His Majesty’s Chief Inspector (HMCI)
addressing the areas for priority action that we identified.

Figure 1: Inspection outcomes for inspections carried out in 2024
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View data in an accessible table format.

Inspections between 1 January 2023 and
31 December 2024
Since we introduced the area SEND framework, we have carried out 54 full
inspections of local areas across England.

In 14 inspections, we found that the local area partnership’s SEND arrangements
typically led to positive experiences and outcomes for children and young people
with SEND. The local area partnership was taking action where improvements were
needed.

In 26 inspections, we found that the local area partnership’s arrangements led to
inconsistent experiences and outcomes for children and young people with SEND.
The organisations making up the local area partnership needed to work together to
make improvements.



In the remaining 14 inspections, we concluded that there were widespread and/or
systemic failings that led to significant concerns about the experiences and
outcomes of children and young people with SEND, which the local area partnership
needed to address urgently. The local area partnerships had to prepare and submit
a priority area SEND action plan to HMCI addressing the areas for priority action that
we identified.

Figure 2: Inspection outcomes as at 31 December 2024
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Figure 3: Map showing inspection outcomes by local area as at 31
December 2024
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Note: The map of England with a close-up of the London region shows the inspection outcomes listed in the
inspection data spreadsheet of this publication.

See the last worksheet in the area SEND inspection data spreadsheet.

Outcomes by Ofsted region
Due to the relatively small number of inspections within each region, regional
comparisons should be interpreted with caution. In the East Midlands, 4 out of the 5
inspected areas (80%) have been found to have widespread and/or systemic
failings. On the other hand, the North East, Yorkshire and the Humber is the only
Ofsted region in which no local areas have so far received this outcome. By contrast,
in 4 out of the 9 inspected areas in the region (44%), it has been found that the local
area partnership’s SEND arrangements typically led to positive experiences and
outcomes for children and young people with SEND. Comparative analysis will be
revisited in future publications as more inspection data becomes available.

Figure 4: Inspection outcomes by Ofsted region as at 31 December 2024
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Glossary
Definitions of terms are in the statistical glossary.

Further information

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/glossary-of-terms-ofsted-statistics#area-send


Contacts
If you are a member of the public and have any comments or feedback on this
publication, please contact Rebecca Vincent on 0333 077 7300 or the social care
data and area send analysis team on data.areasend@ofsted.gov.uk.

Press enquiries should be sent to our press team
on pressenquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
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How to search

Click on Ctrl + F on a Windows laptop or Command + F on a Mac.

This will open a search box in the top right-hand corner of the page. Type the word
you are looking for in the search bar and press enter.

Your browser will highlight the word, usually in yellow, wherever it appears on the
page. Press enter to move to the next place where it appears.

Annex: data tables for figures
This section contains the underlying data in an accessible table format for all figures.

Data for Figure 1: Inspection outcomes for inspections carried out in 2024

Group Typically positive Inconsistent Widespread Total

mailto:data.areasend@ofsted.gov.uk
mailto:pressenquiries@ofsted.gov.uk


experiences and
outcomes

experiences and
outcomes

and/or systemic
failings

Local
areas

7 15 6 28

See Figure 1

Data for Figure 2: Inspection outcomes as at 31 December 2024

Group Typically positive
experiences and

outcomes

Inconsistent
experiences and

outcomes

Widespread
and/or systemic

failings

Total

Local
areas

14 26 14 54

See Figure 2

Data for Figure 4: Inspection outcomes by Ofsted region as at 31 December
2024

Ofsted region Typically positive
experiences and

outcomes

Inconsistent
experiences

and outcomes

Widespread
and/or

systemic
failings

Total

East Midlands 4 0 1 5

East of
England

2 1 1 4

London 1 6 3 10

North East,
Yorkshire and
the Humber

0 5 4 9

North West 4 3 1 8

South East 1 6 1 8



Help us improve GOV.UK
To help us improve GOV.UK, we’d like to know more
about your visit today. Please fill in this survey (opens
in a new tab).

Services and information

Benefits

Births, death, marriages and care

Business and self-employed

Childcare and parenting

Citizenship and living in the UK

Government
activity

Departments

News

Guidance and regulation

Research and statistics

South West 1 2 2 5

West Midlands 1 3 1 5

See Figure 4

1. Figures sourced from Department for Education statistical publications:
Education, health and care plans, reporting year 2024 and Special educational
needs in England, academic year 2023/24. ↩ ↩2
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How government works

Get involved

Help  Privacy  Cookies  Accessibility statement  Contact
Terms and conditions  Rhestr o Wasanaethau Cymraeg
Government Digital Service

All content is available under the Open Government Licence v3.0, except where
otherwise stated

© Crown copyright

https://www.gov.uk/browse/justice
https://www.gov.uk/browse/disabilities
https://www.gov.uk/browse/driving
https://www.gov.uk/browse/education
https://www.gov.uk/browse/employing-people
https://www.gov.uk/browse/environment-countryside
https://www.gov.uk/browse/housing-local-services
https://www.gov.uk/browse/tax
https://www.gov.uk/browse/abroad
https://www.gov.uk/browse/visas-immigration
https://www.gov.uk/browse/working
https://www.gov.uk/search/policy-papers-and-consultations
https://www.gov.uk/search/transparency-and-freedom-of-information-releases
https://www.gov.uk/government/how-government-works
https://www.gov.uk/government/get-involved
https://www.gov.uk/help
https://www.gov.uk/help/privacy-notice
https://www.gov.uk/help/cookies
https://www.gov.uk/help/accessibility-statement
https://www.gov.uk/contact
https://www.gov.uk/help/terms-conditions
https://www.gov.uk/cymraeg
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/government-digital-service
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/3/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/information-management/re-using-public-sector-information/uk-government-licensing-framework/crown-copyright/

	www.gov.uk
	Main findings: area SEND inspections and outcomes in England as at 31 December 2024 - GOV.UK


