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This publication provides the latest headline statistics on
attainment in key stage 2 national curriculum assessments in
England.

These statistics cover attainment in the following assessments
taken by pupils at the end of year 6, when most are age 11:

Reading test
Maths test
Grammar, punctuation and spelling test

Writing teacher assessment
Science teacher assessment

Attainment in 2025 is compared to 2024 and previous years

where possible. There were no assessments in 2020 and 2021.

Q

Releases in this series
» View releases (3)
Methodologies

Key stage 2 attainment



https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/methodology/key-stage-2-attainment

Headline facts and figures - 2024/25

Summary Chart Table

Percentage meeting the expected standard in reading, writing and maths
(combined)

62%

up from 61% in 2024

These statistics cover the attainment of year 6 pupils who took assessments in summer 2025.
These pupils experienced disruption to their learning during the pandemic, particularly at the
end of year 1 and in year 2. Attainment in all subjects, other than reading, has not returned to
pre-pandemic levels.

Attainment in all of reading, writing and maths (combined) has increased since 2024.

In all of reading, writing and maths, 62% of pupils met the expected standard, up from 61%
in 2024.

In individual subjects, attainment increased in all subjects compared to 2024.
In reading, 75% of pupils met the expected standard, up from 74% in 2024.
In maths, 74% of pupils met the expected standard, up from 73% in 2024.

In writing, 72% of pupils met the expected standard, an increase of 0.5 percentage points
from 72% (rounded) in 2024.

In grammar, punctuation and spelling, 73% of pupils met the expected standard, up from
72% in 2024.

In science, 82% of pupils met the expected standard, up from 81% in 2024.

Explore data and files used in this release

View or create your own tables 1 Data catalogue 1
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Data guidance 1

Learn more about the data files used in this
release using our online guidance

Download all data (ZIP)

Download all data available in this release as a
compressed ZIP file
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Attainment in reading, writing and maths (combined)
(» Hide

In 2025, 62% of pupils met the expected standard in all of reading, writing and maths, up from 61%
in 2024. This is a 1.5 percentage point increase, the largest seen between years since the
pandemic. However, this is below 2019 attainment, where 65% of pupils met the standard.
Attainment in all of reading, writing and maths is not directly comparable to some earlier years (2016
and 2017) because of changes to writing teacher assessment frameworks in 2018.

Data is not available for 2020 and 2021 as assessments were cancelled in these years
due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

» Export options

Attainment in reading, writing and maths (combined), 2016 to 2025 (England, all
schools)
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Percentage meeting the expected standard in reading, writing and
maths (combined)

2015/16 54%
2016/17 61%
2017/18 64%
2018/19 65%
2019/20 X
2020/21 X
2021/22 59%
2022/23 60%
2023/24 61%
2024/25 62%

Data symbols @
Footnotes

1. Includes pupils who reached the expected standard in all of reading, writing and maths. The
expected standard in reading and maths is a scaled score of 100 or above. The expected
standard in writing is a teacher assessment of 'working at the expected standard' or 'working
at greater depth'.

2. Includes all schools with pupils eligible for assessment at key stage 2. Participation by
independent schools is voluntary, therefore figures include results from independent schools
that chose to submit data and met the requirements for assessment and moderation.

Show 3 more footnotes

Explore and edit this data online

Use our table tool to explore this data.

Explore data
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Combinations of reading, writing and maths attainment

() Hide

Figures throughout the commentary within this section are based on calculations using
unrounded data. These may differ from any calculations derived from the rounded figures
in diagrams. Please find further breakdowns and the underlying data in the data catalogue
for this publication.

The terms “following assessment” or “assessed” used throughout this section relates to
the reading and maths tests and the writing teacher assessment used to assess pupils that
are deemed to be at the level of the standard tests and teacher assessment. Pupils
deemed to be below the standard of the national curriculum assessments in one or more
subjects are assessed using pre-key stage standards and/or the engagement model.
These are not being referenced here but for more detail see below.

Pupils that were assessed

3in 10 pupils (29.4%) at the end of key stage 2 were assessed as not meeting the expected
standard in reading, writing and maths (combined) and 8.5% of pupils were not assessed in all 3 of
the individual subjects (either because they were below the level of the assessment or for another
reason). This year 189,339 pupils were assessed as not meeting the expected standard, and since
the pandemic over 800,000 pupils have not met the expected standard in reading, writing and maths
following assessment.

The diagram below helps to illustrate how achievement in the three individual subjects is combined
into the headline metric of the ‘percentage of pupils that meet the expected standard in reading,
writing and maths (combined)’.

The Venn diagram shows the percentages of all eligible pupils who were assessed as meeting the
expected standard for combinations of the three subjects. For example, 5.0% of pupils met the
standard in reading and maths but not in writing and 3.1% of pupils met the standard in reading only.
The centre of the diagram are the 62.1% of pupils that met the expected standard in reading, writing
and maths (combined).

The first box on the left outside of the Venn diagram shows that 8.5% of pupils were assessed in all
3 of the individual subjects and were assessed as not meeting the expected standard in all 3
subjects.
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» Export options

Combinations of attainment at the expected standard in reading, writing and maths for
all pupils, 2025 (England, all schools)

Reading

Not Assessed in all 3 subjects

Below the level of
assessmentin at least
one subject: 7.9%

Assessed as not meeting
the expected standard in
all 3 subjects: 8.5%

All other combinations e
not below standard and non-assessedin at
least one paper e.g. absent, just arrived,

missing paper). 0.6%

2.1%

Maths : .Writing

Footnotes

1. Includes pupils who reached the expected standard in all of reading, writing and maths. The
expected standard in reading and maths is a scaled score of 100 or above. The expected
standard in writing is a teacher assessment of 'working at the expected standard' or 'working
at greater depth'.

2. Includes all schools with pupils eligible for assessment at key stage 2. Participation by
independent schools is voluntary, therefore figures include results from independent schools
that chose to submit data and met the requirements for assessment and moderation.

Show 2 more footnotes

Explore and edit this data online

Use our table tool to explore this data.

Explore data
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Pupils that were not assessed

On the right hand side, the boxes show that a total of 8.5% of pupils at the end of key stage 2 were
not assessed in all 3 subjects (either because they were below the level of the assessment or for
another reason). These pupils could still be meeting the standard for some subjects.

0.6% of pupils were not below the standard, but were not assessed or do not have a result in at least
one subject for other reasons, for example, they were unable to access the test even with suitable
access arrangements, had just arrived from a different education system, had a missing result, or an
outcome was pending a maladministration case.

Working below the level of assessment

7.9% were working below the level of assessment in at least one subject and so did not take the test
or the writing teacher assessment. This is where the school has deemed that the pupil is working
below the overall standard of the assessments, such that a different assessment is required. These
pupils could still be meeting the standard for some subjects.

The table below shows that 47% of the pupils in this group were only below the level of assessment
in writing. 42% of pupils in this group were deemed to be below the level of assessmentin all 3
subjects .

Of the 42% of pupils that were below the level of assessment in all 3 subjects, 85% were assessed
using pre-key stage standards in all 3 subjects and 13% were assessed using the engagement
model in all 3 subjects. The remainder used a combination of these alternate assessment methods.

In 2024, in state-funded schools, 82% of pupils that were working below the level of assessment in
at least one subject had a special educational need.

Pupils that were below the level of assessment, broken down by subject, 2025

Number of subjects that the pupil is Subjects working below  Pupil  Pupil
working below the level of assessment the level of assessment count percent
in

1 Maths 592 1%
1 Writing 23,938 47%
1 Reading 457 1%
2 Reading and Maths 1,830 4%

2 Writing and Maths 722 1%



2 Reading and Writing 2,037 4%

3 Reading, Writing and Maths 21,342 42%

Trends over time

The percentage of pupils that were assessed as not meeting the standard in reading, writing and
maths (combined) has reduced this year to 29.4% compared to 31.1% in 2024. The percentage of
pupils working below the level of assessment in at least 1 subject was 5.2% prior to the pandemic in
2019, and has increased every year to 7.9% in 2025. This suggests that, whilst the proportion of
pupils meeting the expected standard has been increasing, increases in pupils working below the
level of assessment are also driving the reduction in the percentage of pupils not meeting the
standard in reading, writing and maths (combined) following assessment.

Chart Table

» Export options

Combinations of meeting the expected standard by summary group and all pupils,
2019 to 2025 (England, all schools)

2018/19

2021/22

2022/23

2023/24

2024/25

0% 30% 60% 100%

m Assessed and meeting expected standard in O subjects: Percentage of pupils not meeting
the expected standard in all 3 subjects (England)

m Assessed and meeting expected standard in 1 subjects: Percentage of pupils meeting the
expected standard in 1 subject (England)

m Assessed and meeting expected standard in 2 subjects: Percentage of pupils meeting the
expected standard in 2 subjects (England)

m Assessed and meeting expected standard in 3 subjects: Percentage of pupils meeting the



expected standard in reading, writing and maths (combined) (England)
m Not assessed in at least 1 subject: Percentage all other combinations (England)

Not assessed in at least 1 subject: Percentage of pupils working below the standard of the
test in at least one subject (England)

Footnotes

1. Includes pupils who reached the expected standard in all of reading, writing and maths. The
expected standard in reading and maths is a scaled score of 100 or above. The expected
standard in writing is a teacher assessment of 'working at the expected standard' or 'working
at greater depth'.

2. Includes all schools with pupils eligible for assessment at key stage 2. Participation by
independent schools is voluntary, therefore figures include results from independent schools
that chose to submit data and met the requirements for assessment and moderation.

Show 2 more footnotes

Explore and edit this data online

Use our table tool to explore this data.

Explore data

Go to top

Attainment in individual subjects
(3 Hide

In reading, 75% of pupils reached the expected standard in 2025, up from 74% in 2024. This figure
has fluctuated between 72% and 75% since 2017.

In writing teacher assessment, 72% of pupils met the expected standard, an increase of 0.5
percentage points from 72% (rounded) in 2024. Attainment in writing is not directly comparable to
some earlier years (2016 and 2017) because of changes to writing teacher assessment frameworks
in 2018.

In maths, 74% of pupils reached the expected standard, up from 73% in 2024.


https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/data-tables/fast-track/fa215947-0165-4f54-21ec-08dd8e0561c2

Attainment amongst reading, writing and maths was lowest in writing, this has been the
same since 2022. Before the pandemic, with the exception of 2018 where it was the same
as maths, attainment amongst these three subjects was lowest in reading.

In grammar, punctuation and spelling, 73% of pupils met the expected standard, up from 72% in
2024.

In science teacher assessment, 82% of pupils reached the expected standard in 2025, up from
81% in 2024. Attainment in science is not directly comparable to some earlier years (2016, 2017
and 2018) because of changes to science teacher assessment frameworks in 2019.

Chart Table

» Export options

Percentage of pupils at the end of key stage 2 meeting the expected standard by
subjects, 2016 to 2025, (England, all schools)



Percentage Percentage Percentage Percentage Percentage
meeting meeting the meeting meeting the meeting the
the expected the expected expected
expected standardin expected standard in standard in
standard in writing TA standard in grammar, scienceTA

reading maths punctuation and

spelling
2015/16 66% 74% 70% 73% 81%
2016/17 72% 76% 75% 77% 82%
2017/18 75% 78% 76% 78% 82%
2018/19 73% 78% 79% 78% 83%
2019/20 X X X X X
2020/21 X X X X X
2021/22 75% 69% 72% 73% 79%
2022/23 73% 71% 73% 72% 81%
2023/24 74% 72% 73% 72% 81%
2024/25 75% 72% 74% 73% 82%

Data symbols @
Footnotes

1. Includes all schools with pupils eligible for assessment at key stage 2. Participation by
independent schools is voluntary, therefore figures include results from independent schools
that chose to submit data and met the requirements for assessment and moderation.

2. Datais not available for 2020 and 2021 as assessments were cancelled in these years due
to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Show 4 more footnotes

Explore and edit this data online

Use our table tool to explore this data.
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Average scaled scores in reading, maths, and grammar, punctuation and
spelling

() Hide

We use scaled scores (opens in a new tab) (opens in a new tab) to report the results of
tests so we can make accurate comparisons of performance over time. Scaled scores
range from 80 to 120. The total number of marks a pupil achieves in each test subject (raw
score) is converted into a scaled score to ensure accurate comparisons can be made over
time, even if the difficulty of the test itself varies.

The average scaled scores for reading and maths increased this year for the first time since 2022,

whereas the average scaled score for grammar, punctuation and spelling has remained the same
since 2022.

In reading, the average scaled score is 106, up from 105 in 2024.
In maths, the average scaled score is 105, up from 104 in 2024.

In grammar, punctuation and spelling, the average scaled score is 105, unchanged since 2022.

The average scaled score is the mean scaled score of all pupils awarded a scaled score.
It only includes pupils who took the test and achieved a scaled score. It gives us a
measure of the typical performance of a pupil taking the tests. It is affected by the
performance of pupils at all points in the range of scores. By contrast, the percentage of
pupils achieving the expected standard focuses on the proportion of pupils above or below
one particular score (100). As a consequence, changes in one measure may not be
matched by changes in the other measure of the same size and direction.


https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/data-tables/fast-track/527aef70-32f2-43c6-6289-08dda2728a43
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» Export options

Average scaled scores in reading, maths and grammar, spelling and punctuation,
2016 to 2025 (England, all schools)

Average scaled Average scaled Average scaled score in

score in reading score in maths grammar, punctuation and

spelling

2015/16 103 103 104
2016/17 104 104 106
201718 105 104 106
2018/19 104 105 106
2019/20 X X X
2020/21 X X X
2021/22 105 104 105
2022/23 105 104 105
2023/24 105 104 105
2024/25 106 105 105

Data symbols @
Footnotes

1. Includes all schools with pupils eligible for assessment at key stage 2. Participation by
independent schools is voluntary, therefore figures include results from independent schools
that chose to submit data and met the requirements for assessment and moderation.

2. Datais not available for 2020 and 2021 as assessments were cancelled in these years due
to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Show 2 more footnotes

Explore and edit this data online

Use our table tool to explore this data.
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About these statistics
() Hide

This publication provides headline statistics for attainment in key stage 2 national curriculum
assessments for pupils in schools in England. It provides key figures at national level to help
schools and parents put results in context.

1. The expected standard

Key stage 2 assessments tell us if pupils have met the expected standard in five subjects by the
end of primary school:

e reading

e maths

e writing

e grammar, punctuation and spelling
e science

Tests are used to assess pupils in reading, maths and grammar, punctuation and spelling. Teacher
assessment is used to assess pupils in writing and science. In addition to the individual subjects we
report on pupils who meet the expected standard in reading, writing and maths combined.

In the tests, pupils meet the expected standard if they achieve a scaled score of 100 or more. The
test frameworks (opens in a new tab) (opens in a new tab) provide performance descriptors for the
typical characteristics of pupils working at the expected standard.

The teacher assessment frameworks (opens in a new tab) (opens in a new tab) include ‘pupil can’
statements. For example, ‘the pupil can maintain legibility in joined handwriting when writing at
speed’. To meet the expected standard, the teacher must judge there to be evidence that the pupil
can meet all of the relevant statements.

DfE raised the expected standard in 2016 (opens in a new tab) (opens in a new tab), following the
introduction of a new, more challenging national curriculum in 2014.
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Pupils not meeting the expected standard

It is incorrect to say that pupils who have not met the expected standard in reading cannot read, or
that those who have not met the expected standard in writing cannot write, and so on.

There is a spectrum of attainment among pupils who do not meet the expected standard, with some
coming close and others further away.

A pupil who achieves below the expected standard will still be able to read. For example, they may
be able to retrieve simple information from a text but be unable to make developed inferences about
what they have read.

We also classify pupils as not meeting the expected standard when it has not been possible to
assess their ability, for example, because of absence. This is the case for less than 1% of pupils.

2. Technical information

National curriculum assessment figures published here are based on test and teacher assessment
data provided to the Department by the Standards and Testing Agency on 5 July 2025.

This data contained all available marked key stage 2 tests and teacher assessments:

Reading test: 100%

Maths test: 99.9%

Grammar, punctuation and spelling test: 99.9%
Writing teacher assessment: 98.4%

Science teacher assessment: 98.4%

See the methodology for further detail.

Go to top

Further information will be available

() Hide

Further provisional statistics will be published in early September 2025 in the 'Key stage 2
attainment (provisional)’ publication.

Revised figures will be published in the 'Key stage 2 attainment (revised) publication in December
2025.



1. National level figures broken down by pupil and school characteristics

National level data with pupil characteristics breakdowns, including data broken down by gender,
ethnicity, month of birth, free school meal eligibility, special educational needs provision, first
language, disadvantage and the disadvantage gap index, will be published in the provisional
publication in September.

School characteristics breakdowns, including school type, phase, cohort size and religious
character, will also be published in September.

2. Regional, local authority and local authority district level figures

Regional, local authority and local authority district level data - including data broken down by gender,
ethnicity, free school meal eligibility, special educational needs provision, first language and
disadvantage - will be published in the provisional publication in September.

3. Progress measures

Progress measures will not be published for the 2023/24 and 2024/25 academic years as KS2
pupils in these years did not have KS1 assessments due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

4. School level figures

School level data will be published on the Find School and College Performance data website in
December.

Go to top

Help and support

Methodology
Find out how and why we collect, process and publish these statistics.

Key stage 2 attainment

Accredited official statistics

These accredited official statistics have been independently reviewed by the Office for Statistics



https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/methodology/key-stage-2-attainment
https://osr.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/what-we-do/

Regulation (OSR). They comply with the standards of trustworthiness, quality and value in the Code
of Practice for Statistics. Accredited official statistics are called National Statistics in the Statistics
and Regqistration Service Act 2007.

Accreditation signifies their compliance with the authority's Code of Practice for Statistics which
broadly means these statistics are:

managed impartially and objectively in the public interest
meet identified user needs

produced according to sound methods

well explained and readily accessible
Our statistical practice is regulated by the Office for Statistics Regulation (OSR).

OSR sets the standards of trustworthiness, quality and value in the Code of Practice for Statistics
that all producers of official statistics should adhere to.

You are welcome to contact us directly with any comments about how we meet these standards.
Alternatively, you can contact OSR by emailing regulation@statistics.gov.uk or via the OSR website.

Contact us

If you have a specific enquiry about Key stage 2 attainment: National headlines statistics and data:

Primary Attainment Statistics
Email: Primary. ATTAINMENT @education.gov.uk
Contact name: Lilian Williams

Press office
If you have a media enquiry:

Telephone: 020 7783 8300

Public enquiries
If you have a general enquiry about the Department for Education (DfE) or education:

Telephone: 037 0000 2288

Opening times:
Monday to Friday from 9.30am to 5pm (excluding bank holidays)
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