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qualified teacher status (QTS).

If you are an overseas trained teacher and meet the requirements set out in this
guidance, you can use the Apply for qualified teacher status (QTS) in England
service.

Many teachers will not meet the requirements for QTS. If you’re not eligible, you may
be able to find an alternative route to QTS which better suits your circumstances.

Teaching jobs and visas
Having QTS means schools in England are more likely to employ you, but the
service cannot:

award you a teaching job

help with your visa

Teachers in England are employed by individual schools, not the Department for
Education (DfE).

Teach in England if you trained outside the UK explains how to apply for a teaching
job and visa.

Who can apply
You can apply for QTS in England if you meet the requirements and have a teaching
qualification from the countries and regions of:

Australia

Canada

the European Economic Area (EEA)

Gibraltar

Guernsey

Hong Kong

https://www.apply-for-qts-in-england.education.gov.uk/eligibility/start
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/apply-for-qualified-teacher-status-qts-if-you-teach-outside-the-uk/routes-to-qualified-teacher-status-qts-for-teachers-and-those-with-teaching-experience-outside-the-uk
https://getintoteaching.education.gov.uk/non-uk-teachers/teach-in-england-if-you-trained-overseas
https://www.gov.uk/eu-eea


Jersey

New Zealand

Northern Ireland

Scotland

Switzerland

Ukraine

the USA

If you have a teaching qualification from the following countries and are working in a
valid teaching role in England, you can apply for QTS if you meet the requirements.
The countries are:

Ghana

India

Jamaica

Nigeria

Singapore

South Africa

If you are not working in a valid teaching role in England, you may be able to apply
for QTS if you qualified to teach in:

Ghana

India

Jamaica

Nigeria

Singapore

South Africa

You will need to give evidence that you have a subject specialism in mathematics,
science or languages and are qualified to teach children who are aged anywhere
between 11 and 16 years. You will also need to meet the other requirements.



Requirements you need to meet
Overseas trained teachers can gain QTS based on an assessment of their
qualifications and experience against strict requirements.

These requirements are mandatory. You must meet them in full, exactly as set out
here.

To be eligible for QTS, you must:

have a bachelor’s degree of the same academic standard as a UK undergraduate
degree, as verified by UK ENIC, the UK national agency for international
qualifications and skills

have the professional status needed to be a teacher in the country where you
completed training that meets our requirements 

have completed all of your mandatory training (including induction period) that is
required by the country in which you qualified

have no conditions or restrictions on your teaching practice

be qualified and suitable to teach children aged anywhere between 5 and 16 years

You will have completed teacher training in an eligible country or region that:

meets the standard of a level 6 qualification

is of at least the same length as an English initial teacher training, one year and
full-time equivalent (30 hours per week)

Your teaching training course must be:

a postgraduate qualification with 75% of course modules having a pedagogical
focus (for example, a one-year qualification with 12 modules should have a
minimum of 9 pedagogical modules)

an undergraduate qualification with at least one year of study having a pedagogical
focus (for example, 33% of modules should have a minimum pedagogical focus
in a 3-year course)

https://www.enic.org.uk/Qualifications/SOC/Default.aspx
https://www.gov.uk/what-different-qualification-levels-mean/list-of-qualification-levels#:~:text=Level 6 qualifications are%3A,graduate certificate


Teaching experience
You must also have at least one school year (9 months) of experience employed as
a teacher in any country after qualifying. This includes school holidays, but does not
include time taken out for any other reason.

This experience must:

have taken place after the date your teaching qualification was awarded and the
date you qualified to teach in that country

been carried out in a setting that provides mainstream, compulsory education

During the experience, you must have:

taught unsupervised, primary or secondary pupils

been solely responsible for planning, preparing and delivering lessons to at least
4 students at a time

been solely responsible for assessing and reporting on the progress of those
students

English language proficiency
You must also meet a certain standard of English language proficiency. This means
you must be able to show one of the following. You have:

been born in, hold citizenship of or have studied at undergraduate level (or higher)
in England, Scotland, Northern Ireland, Wales, Guernsey, Jersey or one of
the exempt countries or territories

been taught in English at undergraduate level or higher and you will need to
provide evidence that the medium of instruction of your degree has been taught
wholly in English

sat a Common European Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFR) B2
level English language test at a secure English language test provider and met a
CEFR B2 level of English proficiency

https://www.gov.uk/english-language/exemptions
https://www.efset.org/cefr/b2/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/prove-your-english-language-abilities-with-a-secure-english-language-test-selt


Additional requirements for teaching qualifications
If you are not working in a valid teaching role in England and have a teaching
qualification from Ghana, India, Jamaica, Nigeria, Singapore, or South Africa, you
must also have either of the following.

Option 1
A teaching qualification that meets the standard of a level 6 qualification qualifying
you to teach children who are aged anywhere between 11 and 16 years in
mathematics, languages or science.

Your qualification should either:

state mathematics, languages or science in the title

have at least 25% of the modules in either mathematics, science or languages

Option 2
A teaching qualification that meets the standard of a  level 6 qualification qualifying
you to teach children who are aged anywhere between 11 and 16 years, and a
bachelor’s degree made up of at least 50% mathematics, science or a language

Languages are defined as languages taught in English state schools (excluding
English), examples being:

French

German

Italian

Japanese

Latin

Mandarin

Russian

Spanish

If you are already working in a valid teaching role in
England

https://www.gov.uk/what-different-qualification-levels-mean/list-of-qualification-levels#:~:text=Level 6 qualifications are%3A,graduate certificate


If you are already working in the following roles in England, you can apply for QTS
without meeting the additional subject and age requirements set out above.

For example, an eligible teacher with a level 6 teaching qualification from Ghana, that
qualifies them to teach Geography, will be able to apply if they are working in the
following roles in England.

We will only consider the following settings and roles worked in England in the last
12 months:

a teacher, supply teacher, cover supervisor or teaching assistant in a state school

a teacher or supply teacher in an independent school

a teacher, tutor or lecturer in an Ofsted registered Further Education and Skills
setting (for example, a college)

a lecturer or tutor in an English Higher Education provider registered with the
Office for Students (for example, a university)

a teacher in an Ofsted registered Early Years setting (for example, a nursery)

Application timelines
We assess 90% of applications within 12 months. We aim to process applications
from teachers who have valid experience in England faster.

This information is correct as of March 2025. Timelines are based on total
applications completed since February 2023.

It may take longer if we need to ask for further information or if external factors, or
third parties, cause delays. This includes waiting for references, or verification of
qualifications or professional standing. The time it takes to assess applications is
regularly reviewed and subject to change.

Induction and support after you get QTS
If you come to England with less than 2 school years’ experience, after you get QTS
you must:

https://get-information-schools.service.gov.uk/Search?SelectedTab=Establishments
https://get-information-schools.service.gov.uk/Search?SelectedTab=Establishments
https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/search?latest_report_date_end=&latest_report_date_start=&level_1_types=1&level_2_types=3&location=&q=&radius=&status%5B%5D=1&status%5B%5D=4
https://www.officeforstudents.org.uk/for-providers/regulatory-resources/the-ofs-register/?#/
https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/search?q=&location=&radius=&level_1_types=2&latest_report_date_start=&latest_report_date_end=&status%5B%5D=1&status%5B%5D=4


complete statutory induction

get development support based on the early career framework

Scotland, Northern Ireland and Wales
Exceptions apply to teacher who qualified in Scotland, Northern Ireland and Wales.

Teachers who trained and qualified in Scotland and Northern Ireland need to give
evidence of their qualifications and their registration status with the relevant regulator
to the professional.recognition@education.gov.uk.

Teachers who qualified in Wales hold QTS automatically.

There are separate processes for teachers from overseas who want to work
in Scotland, Northern Ireland or Wales.

Support for schools to recruit overseas
trained teachers
Check what you need to do to employ teachers who are non-UK citizens in the
Recruit teachers from overseas guidance.

Contact us
For any additional QTS queries, email: teach.inengland@education.gov.uk.

If you are eligible for QTS and would like help with your application, please
email:professional.recognition@education.gov.uk.

Back to top

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-career-framework
mailto:professional.recognition@education.gov.uk
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Help us improve GOV.UK
To help us improve GOV.UK, we’d like to know more
about your visit today. Please fill in this survey (opens
in a new tab).
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