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Introduction
This document contains methodology and quality information
relevant to our official statistics in development release of
Responses to post-inspection surveys: inspections and visits
data, which we publish once a year.

Methodology
We invite leaders of state-funded schools, independent schools
and further education and skills, early years and social care
providers to complete the post-inspection survey when they
receive the final version of their inspection report.

The post-inspection survey information helps us to keep
improving. The insights from survey responses:

give individual inspectors first-hand feedback from providers
on the quality of their work and help them in their own personal
development

give managers information relating to direct line management
groups that helps them to improve the quality of inspection,
inspectors and inspection reports

allow strategic high-level monitoring of providers’ views
regarding the quality of inspection

The survey supports our policy and framework decisions and
operational planning. More broadly, it also gives us insights into
the impact of our work and relationship with the sectors.

The survey is voluntary. We do not oblige schools or providers
to complete it.

The survey is not anonymous. As outlined above, we use the
data to provide first-hand feedback to inspectors and their
managers that otherwise would not be available to us.
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The survey contains questions about the school or provider’s
inspection experience, and several statements. Respondents
are asked to read each statement and select one of the options
according to how strongly they agree or disagree with the
statement.

We have provided a separate data release for each remit. They
give a summary of the number of responses for all the
statements where the school or provider chooses to ‘strongly
agree’, ‘agree’, ‘disagree’ or ‘strongly disagree’, or responds
‘don’t know’ (where applicable). We also present the percentage
of providers that ‘strongly agree’ or ‘agree’ with each statement.

From September 2024, graded inspections of state-funded
schools no longer include an overall effectiveness grade.
Because of this, we no longer report responses to the survey
shown by schools and providers’ overall effectiveness outcome.

To calculate response rates to the survey, we have divided the
total number of survey responses we received by the relevant
number of inspections or visits in the time period.

For state-funded schools (where there has been most external
interest), we previously included weighting in our reporting.
However, because weighting accounts for the varying response
rates across different inspection outcomes, we are not weighting
the data in this release. We welcome your views about this.

Official statistics in
development
The Office for Statistics Regulation (OSR) regulates our
statistical practice.

OSR sets the standards of trustworthiness, quality and value in
the Code of Practice for Statistics that all producers of official



statistics should comply with.

We have produced this data as official statistics in development.
These are official statistics that are being developed; they are
existing statistics that are being produced in line with the
standards of trustworthiness, quality and value in the Code of
Practice for Statistics. We aim to develop these statistics so that
they can, eventually, be produced to the standards of the Code.

You are welcome to contact us directly at
managementinfo@ofsted.gov.uk with any comments about how
we meet these standards.

Over the next 6 months, we will review any feedback we receive
on this data release. We will use this feedback:

to assess whether to continue to publish these statistics

to evaluate whether the statistics should be published as
official statistics

Alternatively, you can contact OSR by emailing
regulation@statistics.gov.uk or through the OSR website.

Applying the Code of Practice
This section is broken down by the 3 pillars of the Code of
Practice for Statistics:

trustworthiness

quality

value

Trustworthiness
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Timeliness and punctuality
We currently publish data once a year. We include details of
inspections that we have carried out within the reporting period.

We publish data at 9:30am on the date pre-announced in the
publication schedule.

You can also find information on any delay in publication on the
publication schedule.

The average production time for this official statistics release is
approximately 3 months after the last inspection in the financial
year. This time covers:

obtaining and cleaning the data

drafting findings

quality assuring all outputs

receiving internal sign-off

uploading the information to GOV.UK

On the day that we publish the statistics, we announce it on our
social media channels. We give pre-release access in
accordance with the Pre-release to Official Statistics Order
(2008).

Quality
Accuracy and reliability
We get information on responses, inspections and outcomes
from our administrative systems. We aim to produce the
highest-quality statistics. However, sometimes the data on the
administrative system is different from the data on published
inspection reports. This could be due, for example, to changes
during the quality assurance process. If the data recorded on the
system affects reporting, we will provide a note in the release.

https://uksa.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/about-the-authority/uk-statistical-system/legislation/pre-release-access/


Technical production
Technical production of the official statistics publication may
also result in manual errors. We use a rigorous procedure for
assuring data quality so we can minimise the risk of reporting
errors. If we discover an error in the document, we place a note
on the website and upload a corrected version of the document
as soon as possible.

Read more information on issues relating to using administrative
data.

Data obtained from other sources
We do not use data from external sources in this publication.

Value
Relevance
Information in this release allows:

sector leaders, families and providers to see the feedback we
received from our post-inspection surveys

media outlets to use our key findings to inform the public
about the feedback we received from our post-inspection
surveys

Ofsted staff to use our key findings to inform inspection
framework development and underpin policies to improve
standards

The data included in the release is generated by our inspection
process and is, therefore, administrative data.

Accessibility and clarity
We publish our releases in an accessible format on GOV.UK.
The information is publicly available, and there are no restrictions
on access to the published data. Each release includes all
responses received for inspections taking place in the financial

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/ofsted-standards-for-official-statistics/statement-of-administrative-sources


year. The aim of the data is to keep users informed of the
feedback that we receive about our inspection.

Each release includes underlying supporting data in an
accessible format, to allow users to perform their own analysis.
Users may use and reuse this information (not including logos)
free of charge in any format or medium, under the terms of the
Open Government Licence.

Performance, cost and burden on respondents
There is no burden on respondents in relation to this statistics
release because data is a by-product of Ofsted’s inspection
process. The only cost is the internal resource involved in
collating the release.

Assessment of users’ needs and perceptions
We will review these official statistics in development to ensure
that they meet users’ needs.

We welcome feedback about our statistical releases. If you
have any comments, questions or suggestions, please contact
managementinfo@ofsted.gov.uk.

Back to top

Is this page useful?

Yes

No

Report a problem with this page

mailto:managementinfo@ofsted.gov.uk


Services and information

Benefits

Births, death, marriages and care

Business and self-employed

Childcare and parenting

Citizenship and living in the UK

Crime, justice and the law

Disabled people

Driving and transport

Education and learning

Employing people

Environment and countryside

Housing and local services

Money and tax

Passports, travel and living abroad

Visas and immigration

Working, jobs and pensions

Government
activity

Departments

News

Guidance and regulation

Research and statistics

Policy papers and
consultations

Transparency

How government works

Get involved

https://www.gov.uk/browse/benefits
https://www.gov.uk/browse/births-deaths-marriages
https://www.gov.uk/browse/business
https://www.gov.uk/browse/childcare-parenting
https://www.gov.uk/browse/citizenship
https://www.gov.uk/browse/justice
https://www.gov.uk/browse/disabilities
https://www.gov.uk/browse/driving
https://www.gov.uk/browse/education
https://www.gov.uk/browse/employing-people
https://www.gov.uk/browse/environment-countryside
https://www.gov.uk/browse/housing-local-services
https://www.gov.uk/browse/tax
https://www.gov.uk/browse/abroad
https://www.gov.uk/browse/visas-immigration
https://www.gov.uk/browse/working
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations
https://www.gov.uk/search/news-and-communications
https://www.gov.uk/search/guidance-and-regulation
https://www.gov.uk/search/research-and-statistics
https://www.gov.uk/search/policy-papers-and-consultations
https://www.gov.uk/search/transparency-and-freedom-of-information-releases
https://www.gov.uk/government/how-government-works
https://www.gov.uk/government/get-involved


Help  Privacy  Cookies  Accessibility statement  Contact  Terms and conditions
Rhestr o Wasanaethau Cymraeg  Government Digital Service

All content is available under the Open Government Licence v3.0, except where
otherwise stated

© Crown copyright

https://www.gov.uk/help
https://www.gov.uk/help/privacy-notice
https://www.gov.uk/help/cookies
https://www.gov.uk/help/accessibility-statement
https://www.gov.uk/contact
https://www.gov.uk/help/terms-conditions
https://www.gov.uk/cymraeg
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/government-digital-service
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/3/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/information-management/re-using-public-sector-information/uk-government-licensing-framework/crown-copyright/

