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Headline facts and figures - 2025/26

Starts (Aug-Oct)

142,780
Up 7.7%

Participation (Aug-Oct)

589,850
Up 3.2%

Achievements (Aug-Oct)

46,140
Up 22.0%

Figures for the 2025/26 academic year so far (August 2025
to October 2025) show:

Apprenticeship starts were up by 7.7% to 142,780 compared to 132,560
reported for the previous year.
Learner participation increased by 3.2% to 589,850 compared to 571,630 last
year.
Apprenticeship achievements increased by 22.0% to 46,140 compared to
37,820 in the same period last year. 

Of the 142,780 apprenticeship starts for the 2025/26
academic year so far (August to October 2025):

Higher apprenticeship starts increased by 15.1% to 57,560 compared to
50,000 in the same period last year.

What are starts?

What is participation?

What is achievements?



Starts at Level 6 and 7 increased compared to the same period last year by
12.8% to 28,740, with 16,260 at level 6 and 12,480 at level 7. This represents
20.1% of all starts for 2025/26. There were 25,490 level 6 and 7 starts in the
same period last year (19.2% of starts).
The sector subject area with the highest number of starts is Business,
Administration and Law at 38,860. Starts in Construction, Planning and the Built
Environment increased by 9.3% to 16,470 since the same period last year.
Starts supported by Apprenticeship Service Account (ASA) levy funds account
for 63.4% (90,550), so far in 2025/26.
Foundation apprenticeships represented 40 starts. Foundation apprenticeships
(opens in new tab) are a new programme which will be building over time.

Learner characteristics show:

Under 19s accounted for 28.1% of starts (40,100).
Learners recorded as having a Learning difficulty/disability (LLDD) increased by
9.2%, to 22,720 from 20,800 in the same period last year. This accounts for
16.5% of the cohort, compared to 16.3% in the previous year.
Learners recorded from ethnic minorities (excluding white minorities)
backgrounds increased by 19.6% to 24,760 from 20,700 in the same period
last year. This accounts for 17.7% of the cohort, compared to 15.8% last year.

Explore data and files used in this release

View or create your own tables

View tables that we have built for you, or
create your own tables from open data
using our table tool

Data catalogue

Browse and download open data files
from this release in our data catalogue

Data guidance

Learn more about the data files used in
this release using our online guidance

https://www.apprenticeships.gov.uk/apprentices/about-apprenticeships#Foundationapprenticeships
https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/data-tables/apprenticeships
https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/data-catalogue?themeId=92c5df93-c4da-4629-ab25-51bd2920cdca&publicationId=412d8090-ab45-455a-c176-08dbf5ab522b&releaseVersionId=7e6311a7-4687-46bd-99df-26d10ccbedf8
https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/find-statistics/apprenticeships/data-guidance


Additional supporting files

Hide

All supporting files from this release are listed for individual download below:

Apprenticeship Achievement Rates - by provider with provider type (csv, 130 Mb)
2021/22 to 2023/24 achievement rates for individual providers. Also includes provider
type.

Apprenticeship Achievement Rates - transparency redactions (pdf, 786 Kb)
Apprenticeship Achievement rates for those providers whose data has been redacted
from the official provider level national achievement rate tables.

Apprenticeships Infographic January 2026 (pdf, 1 Mb)
Apprenticeships infographic outlining trends

Geography Region - starts, achievements, participation, population by age, level (2023
LSIP) (csv, 364 Kb)
Starts, achievements, participation, population by age, level using the 2023 LSIP
boundaries.

Metadata for underlying data files (pdf, 542 Kb)
Explanatory information for using the underlying data files that support the
Apprenticeships 2025/26 statistics publication.

Underlying data - apprenticeship achievements (zip, 60 Mb)
This contains lots of additional data on apprenticeships. Full details of all our underlying

Download all data (ZIP)

Download all data available in this release
as a compressed ZIP file

https://content.explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/api/releases/7e6311a7-4687-46bd-99df-26d10ccbedf8/files?fromPage=ReleaseDownloads
https://content.explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/api/releases/7e6311a7-4687-46bd-99df-26d10ccbedf8/files/4273659f-2220-4dda-91c4-e2fca630c464
https://content.explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/api/releases/7e6311a7-4687-46bd-99df-26d10ccbedf8/files/24655379-9f28-476c-aa19-f2ef5cd3e920
https://content.explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/api/releases/7e6311a7-4687-46bd-99df-26d10ccbedf8/files/1240f114-9364-4eba-b8ac-cfd366d4b812
https://content.explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/api/releases/7e6311a7-4687-46bd-99df-26d10ccbedf8/files/e7aa7dc8-9a25-42d6-944e-b5b9e7fbeb88
https://content.explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/api/releases/7e6311a7-4687-46bd-99df-26d10ccbedf8/files/3a34aeb9-81e4-4c4d-b494-33265b12757e
https://content.explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/api/releases/7e6311a7-4687-46bd-99df-26d10ccbedf8/files/d23d9391-4426-4bb0-bc84-6d1ec5d01a3b


data files can be found in the document called "Metadata for underlying data files"

Underlying data - apprenticeship demographics (csv, 67 Mb)
This contains lots of additional data on apprenticeships. Full details of all our underlying
data files can be found in the document called "Metadata for underlying data files"

Underlying data - apprenticeship enrolments (zip, 156 Mb)
This contains lots of additional data on apprenticeships. Full details of all our underlying
data files can be found in the document called "Metadata for underlying data files"

Underlying data - apprenticeship monthly starts (csv, 28 Mb)
This contains lots of additional data on apprenticeships. Full details of all our underlying
data files can be found in the document called "Metadata for underlying data files"

Underlying data - apprenticeship participation (zip, 46 Mb)
This contains lots of additional data on apprenticeships. Full details of all our underlying
data files can be found in the document called "Metadata for underlying data files"

Underlying data - apprenticeship starts (zip, 123 Mb)
This contains lots of additional data on apprenticeship starts. Full details of all our
underlying data files can be found in the document called "Metadata for underlying data
files".

Underlying data - apprenticeship vacancies (zip, 78 Mb)
This contains data on apprenticeship adverts and vacancies posted on the Find an
apprenticeship website. Full details of all our underlying data files can be found in the
document called "Metadata for underlying data files".

Underlying data - starts arising from transferred commitments (csv, 4 Mb)
This contains lots of additional data on apprenticeship starts arising from transferred
commitments. Full details of all our underlying data files can be found in the document
called "Metadata for underlying data files"

https://content.explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/api/releases/7e6311a7-4687-46bd-99df-26d10ccbedf8/files/1045327e-87e9-4aaf-a9c6-be05021f2d58
https://content.explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/api/releases/7e6311a7-4687-46bd-99df-26d10ccbedf8/files/b13ce977-af28-4a2e-8759-4dd5bf6569b1
https://content.explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/api/releases/7e6311a7-4687-46bd-99df-26d10ccbedf8/files/dd652c6e-931f-4555-a579-0c262e12a2dc
https://content.explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/api/releases/7e6311a7-4687-46bd-99df-26d10ccbedf8/files/c49276f5-1d61-4bbd-805d-c02c43159baa
https://content.explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/api/releases/7e6311a7-4687-46bd-99df-26d10ccbedf8/files/006e7007-8137-4ace-8efe-0ae0cfb709d7
https://content.explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/api/releases/7e6311a7-4687-46bd-99df-26d10ccbedf8/files/2fd8bd54-4aa4-45ba-93ab-bd7db100902b
https://content.explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/api/releases/7e6311a7-4687-46bd-99df-26d10ccbedf8/files/fefd6c56-625a-40c3-bb4c-499c7b2360e4


Back to top

View related dashboard(s)

Hide

There are three supporting dashboards to accompany this release: two Power BI
dashboards and an additional new R Shiny dashboard.

Power BI dashboards 

The interactive dashboard (opens in new tab) allows users to investigate
apprenticeship provision by level, standards, provider, learner characteristics and
geographical area.

The provider-focussed interactive dashboard (opens in new tab) provides similar
information, but with an emphasis on individual providers.

Note: data cannot be downloaded directly from the Power BI dashboards. The data
within the dashboards is available via the underlying data in the ‘Additional supporting
files’ section or the data catalogue.

R Shiny dashboard

The R Shiny provider dashboard (opens in new tab) replicates much of the content and
some of the functionality of the existing Power BI provider-focussed dashboard, but in
addition allows users to download data directly for the selections they have made.

Feedback

We welcome feedback on these dashboards, in particular the navigation, functionality
and features of the two versions (Power BI and R Shiny). Your feedback will help
determine the future development of dashboards and how they complement the tables
and data made available through the Apprenticeships release.

We would therefore be grateful if you would complete the following survey (opens in
new tab). This should take no more than 5 minutes.

https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiN2EwN2YyZjAtODdlNi00OTJjLWIyMWItMWQ0NjQxYzgyNjM5IiwidCI6ImZhZDI3N2M5LWM2MGEtNGRhMS1iNWYzLWIzYjhiMzRhODJmOSIsImMiOjh9
https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiMzY2NjcwMTQtYTA4My00ZTZhLWEyYzAtMTU4NWM5YWUyZGZmIiwidCI6ImZhZDI3N2M5LWM2MGEtNGRhMS1iNWYzLWIzYjhiMzRhODJmOSIsImMiOjh9
https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/data-catalogue?themeId=92c5df93-c4da-4629-ab25-51bd2920cdca&publicationId=412d8090-ab45-455a-c176-08dbf5ab522b&releaseId=bfd06312-7732-41bc-97e7-94a6d85d2400
https://department-for-education.shinyapps.io/apprenticeships-provider-dashboard/
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=yXfS-grGoU2187O4s0qC-f0F_o_lQ9VFkujvMQKn0C1UNVFXN1g1UDU4VTFLQ1MyVlpVWVVaVVRGNS4u
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About these statistics

Hide

This statistical release presents provisional information on all age (16+)
apprenticeships starts, achievements and participation in England for the 2025/26
academic year. 

Also published are official statistics covering: 

Apprenticeship service commitments 
Employers reporting the withdrawal of apprentices due to redundancy 
Adverts and vacancies as reported on the Find an apprenticeship (opens in new tab)
website 

A separate release covers overall further education and skills data, please see ‘Further
education and skills’. Please note that the FE and skills release includes the adult
apprenticeships published here in its headline figures. 

Individualised Learner Record (ILR) administrative data 

The apprenticeship data in this release are based on the fourth ILR data return from FE
and apprenticeship providers for the 2025/26 academic year, which was taken in
December 2025. The ILR is an administrative data collection system designed
primarily for operational use in order to fund training providers for learners in FE and on
apprenticeship programmes. 

Quarterly release schedule: 

Quarter 1: Data from August to October published in January 

Hide all sections

https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship
https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/find-statistics/further-education-and-skills


Quarter 2: Data from August to January published in March 
Quarter 3: Data from August to April published in July 
Full Year: Data from August to July published in November 

Note: The academic year in the FE publications covers August to July. 

National achievement rate tables data 

Figures in the ‘national achievement rate tables’ section are as published in March
2025. These official statistics cover achievement rates for the 2023/24 academic year
and would have been previously released as part of the standalone National
achievement rate tables publication. 

Back to top

How to find data and featured tables in this release

Hide

The content of the publication contains charts and tables which highlight key
figures and trends that give an overview of the national picture of the apprenticeship
landscape.

At relevant points within each commentary section there are links to “featured tables”
that offer the next level of detail behind each of the tables embedded within the
release. The table builder tool “featured tables” sit within, also enables the user to
amend content, reorder and take away to meet their needs.

The user can also choose just to explore the data within this release by using the
'Explore data and files used in this release' section. Here the user can either select
“view or create your own tables” to view all of the ready-made “featured tables” in a
single list, or build their own table by selecting a datafile that underpins the release, or
use one of the featured tables as a starting point.

There are also dashboards that provide interactive presentation of our published
data, with a number of different views on to data and ‘drilldown’ capability to allow users
to investigate apprenticeship provision. It is particularly helpful in viewing data across

https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/find-statistics/apprenticeships#explore-data-and-files


different geographical areas and providers. See the View related dashboard(s) section
for the dashboard links.

This release also contains an ‘Additional supporting files’ accordion containing
mainly csv files that can be downloaded, which provide some additional breakdowns
including unrounded data. They are provided for transparency to enable analysts to re-
use the data in this release. A metadata document is available in the same location
which explains the content of these supporting files. Please note some of the files are
too large for proprietary software such as Excel and may need specialist analysis
software such as R, SQL, etc.

Feedback

We continually look to improve our data and statistics and your feedback is important to
help us further improve and develop. To provide feedback on this release, please
email us at FE.OFFICIALSTATISTICS@education.gov.uk

Back to top

Full year Apprenticeships data

Hide

The figures in this section relate to full-year final data up to and including the
2024/25 academic year and were originally published in November 2025

Changing apprenticeship landscape

Reform of the apprenticeships programme, along with the impact of the COVID-19
pandemic have influenced the trends presented in this section. Three main factors are
set out in the graphic below.

https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/find-statistics/apprenticeships#related-dashboards-content
https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/find-statistics/apprenticeships#section-additional-supporting-files
mailto:FE.OFFICIALSTATISTICS@education.gov.uk


 

History of apprenticeship participation

Adult Participation

Participation in apprenticeships by adults aged 19+ in 2024/25 was 630,600 – an
increase of 4.4% on the 2023/24 figure of 603,900. 

Putting those figures into context, the total number of adults participating in all further
education and skills was around 1.8 million in 2024/25.

History of Adult (19+) FE and skills participation

Chart Table

Export options



Further education and skills
Education and Training (excluding Community / Tailored Learning
Apprenticeships
Community learning
Workplace learning
Tailored learning

Footnotes

1. Age is based on age as at 31 August of the academic year.
2. Participation at intermediate, advanced and higher levels is a count of learners

that participated at those levels at any point during the year. Learners
undertaking more than one course will only appear once at each level but can
appear in the count at more than one level.

Show 2 more footnotes

Source: Individualised Learner Record (ILR)

Explore and edit this data online
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Use our table tool to explore this data.

All age apprenticeship participation by level

There was a steady decline in total participation between 2016/17 and 2020/21 with
learner numbers falling by over a fifth from 908,700 to 713,000. 

Apprenticeship starts declined at a faster rate than seen for participation during the
same period, falling by a third. The transition to apprenticeship standards, the decline in
shorter intermediate apprenticeships and the growth in longer apprenticeships at level
4 and above help explain this difference.

Participation has risen to 761,500 in 2024/25, an increase of 3.4% on 2023/24 and
6.8% higher than the recent low in 2020/21. 

The continued increase in participation at higher levels has more than offset the decline
at intermediate level during this time. Participation in intermediate apprenticeships fell
by 52,500 (28.3% between 2020/21 and 2024/25), but higher apprenticeship
participation increased by 95,900 (46.1%).

All age apprenticeship participation by level

Explore data

Chart Table

Export options

https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/data-tables/fast-track/1dc78db1-a4f0-44eb-8b30-08de46e23125


Total participation
Intermediate Apprenticeship
Advanced Apprenticeship
Higher Apprenticeship

Footnotes

1. Age is based on age as at 31 August of the academic year.
2. Participation at intermediate, advanced and higher levels is a count of learners

that participated at those levels at any point during the year. Learners
undertaking more than one course will only appear once at each level but can
appear in the count at more than one level.

Show 2 more footnotes

Source: Individualised Learner Record (ILR)

Explore and edit this data online

Use our table tool to explore this data.
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Further information can be found in the following featured table:

Historical apprenticeship starts and participation by level

 

Subject, Level and Age

The 353,500 starts reported for the 2024/25 academic year are 4.1% higher
than the 339,580 reported for 2023/24, and 4.9% higher than the 337,140
reported for 2022/23.

Final figures reported to the end of 2024/25 show:

Accelerated growth in higher level apprenticeships with starts at their highest volume
and 15.1% greater than in 2023/24. Four in ten starts (39.8%) were at Level 4 and
above, compared to 36.0% in the previous year.
Intermediate level apprenticeship starts continued to fall – 7.3% down on the
previous year. Level 2 apprenticeships made up 18.6% of all starts.
Starts in degree-level apprenticeships (level 6 and 7) have grown from 50,110 to
60,350 and represented 17.1% of all starts in 2024/25.
Much of the growth in apprenticeship starts in the last year has come at Level 7 and
is a likely reaction to the announcement that from January 2026, Level 7
apprenticeships will only be government-funded for young people aged 16 to 21,
and for care leavers or those with an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP) who
are under 25 at the start of their apprenticeship. Starts at Level 7 have increased
by 40.7% to 33,560, making up nearly one in ten of all starts in 2024/25.
Over half of all starts (51.3%) were for apprentices aged 25 and over, increasing
from 48.4% in 2023/24. The share of starts for under-19s dropped to 21.2%
from 23.2% in the same period. The rise in Level 7 apprenticeships starts explains
much of the shift in age profile.

Explore data

https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/data-tables/fast-track/8e0abb6b-b3bf-4878-8b2f-08de46e23125
https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/data-tables/fast-track/94dfbc1a-30e5-4dd8-1bdc-08de535edcf5?featuredTable=true


Science, technology engineering and maths (STEM) subjects accounted for
27.8% of starts – a small decrease from 27.9% in the previous year. 2020/21 saw a
disproportionately large drop in starts for STEM subjects – falling by
15.9% compared to 2019/20, while non-STEM grew by 5.8%.
Business, Administration and Law has increased its status as the most popular tier 1
subject area (accounting for 31.8% of starts). Starts in this subject area increased
by 10.5% in the last year, while those in Health, public services and care (the second
most popular subject) increased by 1.8%.
Digital Technology apprenticeships continue to grow. In 2022/23, Digital Technology
was the only tier 1 subject area to see a discernible increase in starts compared to
2021/22. During 2023/24, starts increased a further 6.9%, then have risen again
by 10.9% in 2024/25. Digital Technology apprenticeships made up 7.7% of all starts
in 2024/25.

Apprenticeship starts by level
Click table view for age

Intermediate Apprenticeship
Advanced Apprenticeship
Higher Apprenticeship

Chart Table

Export options
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Footnotes

1. Age for achievements is based on age at the start of the programme, not the
age at which they achieved.

2. Age for apprenticeship participation is based on age as at 31 August of the
academic year.

Show 7 more footnotes

Source: Individualised Learner Record (ILR)

Explore and edit this data online

Use our table tool to explore this data.

The apprenticeship sector subject areas in this publication have been
updated based on recent Updates to apprenticeship Sector Subject Area
(SSA) codes (opens in new tab). The SSA codes for 139 apprenticeship
standards have changed. Sector subject areas for past years have been
recast to provide a consistent back-series for comparison. 

Apprenticeship starts by sector subject area (tier 1), 2024/25

Explore data

Chart Table

Export options

https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/data-tables/fast-track/bc718a3e-8910-4fbb-858b-08de37e97a92
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/dfe-update-10-december-2025/dfe-update-further-education-10-december-2025


Starts (STEM - no, England, 2024/25)
Starts (STEM - yes, England, 2024/25)

Footnotes

1. STEM apprenticeships include those in the Construction, Planning and the Built
Environment, Digital Technology, Engineering and Manufacturing Technologies,
and Science and Mathematics sector subject areas.

2. Total starts are the count of apprenticeships started at any point during the
stated academic period. Learners starting more than one Apprenticeship will
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appear more than once.

Show 1 more footnote

Source: Individualised Learner Record (ILR)

Explore and edit this data online

Use our table tool to explore this data.

Further information can be found in the following featured tables:

Headline full year comparisons - starts by age
Headline full year comparisons - starts by level
Headline full year comparisons - starts by age and level
Subjects - Starts by STEM, Sector Subject, and Sex

Apprenticeship achievements

Almost two-hundred thousand achievements (198,330) were reported for the 2024/25
academic year, the highest number since 2017/18. Achievements increased for the
third successive year, up 11.3% on the 178,220 reported for 2023/24 and following
rises of 9.8% and 18.3% in the preceding years.

Unlike the previous two years where achievements increased at every apprenticeship
level, 2024/25 saw a fall of 5.5% in intermediate level apprenticeships.

Apprenticeship achievements by level
Click on table view for percentage share of achievements by level

Explore data

Chart Table

Export options

https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/data-tables/fast-track/dd52feaa-7e2c-4759-c2e9-08de12cffaf3
https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/data-tables/fast-track/b73c915e-21d1-4c2e-5487-08de072d13df?featuredTable=true
https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/data-tables/fast-track/a4ff9091-0faa-4411-5489-08de072d13df?featuredTable=true
https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/data-tables/fast-track/971253cd-e957-44d0-5488-08de072d13df?featuredTable=true
https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/data-tables/fast-track/d078fea3-907a-4732-868e-08de369c35b5?featuredTable=true


Intermediate Apprenticeship
Advanced Apprenticeship
Higher Apprenticeship

Footnotes

1. Age for achievements is based on age at the start of the programme, not the
age at which they achieved.

2. Percentages are rounded to one decimal place and calculated on unrounded
volumes. 'low' indicates a percentage below 0.5%. Where data shows 'x' this
indicates data is unavailable, 'z' indicates data is not applicable, and 'c' indicates
data is suppressed.

Show 2 more footnotes

Source: Individualised Learner Record (ILR)

Explore and edit this data online

Use our table tool to explore this data.

20,000

50,000

80,000

110,000

140,000

170,000

200,000

2017/18 2018/19 2019/20 2020/21 2021/22 2022/23 2023/24 2024/25

Explore data

https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/data-tables/fast-track/03cba4bb-f85d-415d-5486-08de072d13df


Levy

Total starts supported by ASA levy funds were 243,340; this accounts for over two-
thirds (68.8%) of all starts. Please see the Further education and skills statistics:
methodology for more information about ASA levy funds.

Apprenticeship starts by levy funding

Supported by ASA levy funds
Other

Footnotes

1. A minor amendment to how we count ‘starts supported by Apprenticeship
Service Account (ASA) levy funds’ was applied for 2019/20. A further minor
amendment was applied from 2020/21, please see the 'Methodology changes'
section of the 'Further education and skills statistics: methodology' document
for more information.

2. Age for starts is based on age at the start of the programme.
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Export options
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Show 4 more footnotes

Source: Individualised Learner Record (ILR)

Explore and edit this data online

Use our table tool to explore this data.

Length of employment

Apprenticeship starts tend to be by new employees with up to 3 months service, or
established workers who have been with their employer for more than 12 months.
Since 2021/22, there has been a growth in starts for those employed for more than 12
months and a fall for new employees. In 2024/25, apprentices employed for more than
a year accounted for 43.8% of starts (where length of employment was known),
compared to 40.5% who had been employed for up to 3 months. 

Apprenticeship starts by length of employment

Explore data

Chart Table

Export options

https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/data-tables/fast-track/0de346ea-edee-4354-548a-08de072d13df


321,440 349,190 337,140 339,580 353,500

139,500 166,550 154,220 146,900 141,920

20,870 27,850 26,310 25,790 25,910

24,070 26,320 28,570 29,360 29,290

131,470 123,520 124,260 134,650 153,720

5,540 4,950 3,780 2,890 2,670

Show full screen table

Data symbols ?

Footnotes

1. Age for starts is based on age at the start of the programme.
2. Length of Employment is based on the First Day of Learning with the current

employer as recorded in the ILR.

Show 1 more footnote

Source: Individualised Learner Record (ILR)

Explore and edit this data online

Use our table tool to explore this data.

Expected Duration

Explore data
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Up to 3 months

4 to 6 months

7 to 12 months

More than 12
months

Unknown
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https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/data-tables/fast-track/6eaba952-16fb-4968-1bd3-08de535edcf5


The expected duration of an apprenticeship is the difference between the
associated start date and planned end date as recorded in the ILR.

Final figures for 2024/25 show that the average expected duration of an
apprenticeship:

fell by 1.3% in the last year to 622 days (630 days in 2023/24)
is significantly higher for level 6 and 7 apprenticeships, though is declining over
time. 

Apprenticeship average expected duration (days) by level

611 625 632 630 622

494 500 502 503 504

604 632 633 635 630

540 547 542 532 515

596 592 581 567 550

1,054 1,043 1,041 1,022 997

847 838 818 801 745

Show full screen table

Data symbols ?

Footnotes

Chart Table

Export options
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Level 2

Level 3

Level 4

Level 5

Level 6
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1. Age for starts is based on age at the start of the programme.
2. Expected duration is based on learning start date and planned end date as

recorded on the ILR. Re-starting learners who may have returned from a
planned break are excluded. Learners transferring their apprenticeship to a new
provider are also excluded.

Show 1 more footnote

Source: Individualised Learner Record (ILR)

Explore and edit this data online

Use our table tool to explore this data.

Ethnicity

Starts by learners from ethnic minorities (excluding white minorities) as a proportion of
all starts have increased year-on-year to 18.0% in 2024/25. 

Over the five years since 2019/20, the largest growth has been seen in Asian/Asian
British apprentices with a 56.1% increase in starts compared to 52.0% for mixed /
multiple ethnic groups and 42.6% for Black / African / Caribbean / Black British
learners. Starts by white learners increased by 4.3% over the same period.

Apprenticeship starts by Ethnicity
Click table view for achievements

Explore data

Chart Table

Export options

https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/data-tables/fast-track/9ff4696e-c6f2-4e03-1bd5-08de535edcf5


Asian / Asian British
Black / African / Caribbean / Black British
Mixed / Multiple ethnic groups
Other ethnic group
White

Footnotes

1. Age for achievements is based on age at the start of the programme, not the
age at which they achieved.

2. Age for apprenticeship participation is based on age as at 31 August of the
academic year.

Show 9 more footnotes

Source: Individualised Learner Record (ILR)

Explore and edit this data online

Use our table tool to explore this data.
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Sex

Females accounted for 52.5% of starts in 2024/25. This percentage fluctuated over the
years affected by Covid, with a high of 53.4% in 2020/21, preceded by a low of 48.8%
in 2019/20. The share of starts by females has increased year-on-year since 2021/22.

Apprenticeship starts, participation, and achievements by sex

142,780 353,500 339,580 337,140 349,190 321,440

589,850 761,480 736,530 752,150 740,350 712,990

46,140 198,330 178,220 162,320 137,220 156,530

68,160 185,500 177,210 172,510 177,310 171,800

279,160 375,490 359,170 364,850 360,100 345,270

24,240 103,180 89,410 83,630 69,290 78,590

74,610 168,000 162,370 164,620 171,880 149,640

310,700 385,990 377,350 387,300 380,260 367,720

21,900 95,150 88,810 78,690 67,930 77,940

Explore data

Chart Table

Export options
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Achievements

Female Starts

Participation

Achievements

Male Starts

Participation

Achievements
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https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/data-tables/fast-track/698d7f61-dbed-4969-868b-08de369c35b5


Show full screen table

Data symbols ?

Footnotes

1. Age for achievements is based on age at the start of the programme, not the
age at which they achieved.

2. Age for apprenticeship participation is based on age as at 31 August of the
academic year.

Show 6 more footnotes

Source: Individualised Learner Record (ILR)

Explore and edit this data online

Use our table tool to explore this data.

Learning difficulties

Apprentices declaring a learning difficulty or disability accounted for 16.7% of starts in
2024/25. This proportion has risen steadily from 10.1% in 2015/16.

Apprenticeship starts by Learners with Learning Difficulties and/or
Disabilities
Click table view for Participation and Achievements

Explore data

Chart Table

Export options

https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/data-tables/fast-track/1d921ac4-76d0-43ad-868c-08de369c35b5


LLDD - unknown
LLDD - yes
LLDD - no

Footnotes

1. Age for achievements is based on age at the start of the programme, not the
age at which they achieved.

2. Age for apprenticeship participation is based on age as at 31 August of the
academic year.

Show 6 more footnotes

Source: Individualised Learner Record (ILR)

Explore and edit this data online

Use our table tool to explore this data.

Further information can be found in the following featured tables: 
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1. Select data to view

Starts (2024/25)

2. Select a Region

None selected

Learner Characteristics - Starts, Participation, Achievements by detailed learning
difficulty/learner disability
Learner characteristics - starts by age group, LLDD and ethnicity
Learner characteristics - Participation by IMD (Index of Multiple Deprivation) quintile and
age
Learner characteristics - Starts by age and IMD (Index of Multiple Deprivation) quintile
Starts by funding type, level and age
Duration - Starts by Planned Length of Stay and Age

Region

Starts in 2024/25 show varied trends across regions compared to 2023/24. Most
regions recorded an increase in starts, except for the North East, and Outside of
England and unknown. The East of England experienced the largest rise (7.2%), while
the North East (-0.7%) and Outside of England and unknown (-1.3%) saw slight
declines.

When adjusting for population size, London continues to have the lowest rates of starts,
participation, and achievement, despite its strong percentage growth. In contrast, the
South West has the highest rates for starts, followed closely by the North East and
Yorkshire and the Humber. The North East has the highest rate for achievements.

Apprenticeship starts and starts per 100,000 population by region - click
table view for time series
Indicative start rates per 100,000 population (2024/25

Chart Table

Export options

https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/data-tables/fast-track/6ba8a62d-133f-4bba-8b2d-08de46e23125?featuredTable=true
https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/data-tables/fast-track/bb24c7b7-18d7-4523-8b37-08de46e23125?featuredTable=true
https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/data-tables/fast-track/8d404780-88e0-4c00-c2e5-08de12cffaf3?featuredTable=true
https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/data-tables/fast-track/b406487c-aa6b-4774-c2e6-08de12cffaf3?featuredTable=true
https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/data-tables/fast-track/b20a81dd-42b0-4788-868d-08de369c35b5?featuredTable=true
https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/data-tables/fast-track/9d730216-b559-4d2b-1bd6-08de535edcf5?featuredTable=true


Key to Starts (2024/25)

18,580 to 25,915

25,916 to 33,251

33,252 to 40,587

40,588 to 47,923

47,924 to 55,260

Footnotes

1. Population data has been extracted from Nomis - Official Census and Labour
Market Statistics (opens in new tab). Population estimates for all years have
been rebased to align with the Census 2024 results. Previously published rates
per 100,000 have been updated in line with these new estimates. A few local
authority districts have missing data, where this is the case the previous
estimates have been used.

2. The York & North Yorkshire Combined Authority, East Midlands Combined
County Authority and Cornwall received ASF as part of devolution plans from 01
August 2025.

Show 3 more footnotes
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 Leaflet

https://leafletjs.com
https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/query/construct/summary.asp?mode=construct&version=0&dataset=2002


1. Select data to view

Achievements (2024/25)

2. Select a Region

None selected

Source: Individualised Learner Record (ILR) and ONS population estimates

Explore and edit this data online

Use our table tool to explore this data.

Apprenticeship achievements and achievements per 100,000 population
by region - click table view for time series
Indicative achievements per 100,000 population (2024/25)

Explore data

Chart Table

Export options

https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/data-tables/fast-track/5eea63ea-8e60-45be-527d-08de58d1314f


Key to Achievements
(2024/25)

11,170 to 15,117

15,118 to 19,065

19,066 to 23,013

23,014 to 26,961

26,962 to 30,910

Footnotes

1. Age for achievements is based on age at the start of the programme, not the
age at which they achieved.

2. Population data has been extracted from Nomis - Official Census and Labour
Market Statistics (opens in new tab). Population estimates for all years have
been rebased to align with the Census 2024 results. Previously published rates
per 100,000 have been updated in line with these new estimates. A few local
authority districts have missing data, where this is the case the previous
estimates have been used.

Show 4 more footnotes

Source: Individualised Learner Record (ILR) and ONS population estimates
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Explore and edit this data online

Use our table tool to explore this data.

Apprenticeship starts, participation and achievement rates per population are also
available at local authority district (LAD) level available via the ‘Explore data’ button in
the map above. 

Richmondshire historically had much higher rates than other areas due to Catterick
Garrison and the prevalence of Army apprenticeships. Since joining the North Yorkshire
unitary authority in 2022/23, rates remain above the national average but are far lower
than Richmondshire’s previous levels.

Gosport and Fareham had the highest rates in 2024/25, due to the Royal Navy training
bases - HMS Sultan in Gosport and HMS Collingwood in Fareham. The Royal Navy, like
the Army, has a high apprenticeship uptake.

Further information can be found in the following featured tables: 

Geographical - Starts by English Devolved Area by level
Geographical - starts, achievements and participation by level and parliamentary
constituencies

Provider Type

Private sector, public funded providers were responsible for over two-thirds of starts
(68.3%) in 2024/25 – an increase of 1.6 percentage points on the previous year, and
higher than the 60.6% share of starts accounted for by these providers in 2019/20.
Over the same period the share of starts in general FE colleges fell from 22.8%
in 2019/20 to 15.9% in 2024/25. 

Explore data

Chart Table

https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/data-tables/fast-track/1fe5d3bd-882d-43e2-527e-08de58d1314f
https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/data-tables/fast-track/c80b4a95-3148-4b58-0ee7-08de529c2eb2?featuredTable=true
https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/data-tables/fast-track/4fafe83c-e76c-4f8a-8b66-08de46e23125?featuredTable=true


Apprenticeship starts by provider type, 2024/25

Starts (England, 2024/25)

Footnotes

1. Age for starts is based on age at the start of the programme.
2. In November 2025, following user feedback, we re-aligned the categories used

in our provider type breakdowns.  A new category for local authorities has been
introduced.  What remains in the “Other” category will include HE, NHS Trusts,
Military, Govt departments, and other public bodies.

Show 3 more footnotes

Source: Individualised Learner Record (ILR)

Explore and edit this data online

Use our table tool to explore this data.
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Explore data

https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/data-tables/fast-track/d25484c6-2d6e-4ead-8b5a-08de46e23125


Apprenticeship achievements by provider type, 2024/25

Achievements (England, 2024/25)

Footnotes

1. Age for achievements is based on age at the start of the programme, not the
age at which they achieved.

2. In November 2025, following user feedback, we re-aligned the categories used
in our provider type breakdowns.  A new category for local authorities has been
introduced.  What remains in the “Other” category will include HE, NHS Trusts,
Military, Govt departments, and other public bodies.

Show 3 more footnotes

Source: Individualised Learner Record (ILR)

Explore and edit this data online

Use our table tool to explore this data.
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Further information can be found in the following featured tables: 
Provider starts and achievements
 

Occupational routes

As well as being organised by subject area, apprenticeship standards each fit into one
of 15 occupational routes. The 15 routes group together skilled occupations with
related knowledge and skill requirements and form the structure through which all
technical education is now delivered. Skills England’s occupational maps (opens in new
tab) provide more information on occupational routes and where technical education
can lead.

Business and Administration was the most popular route in 2024/25 accounting for just
over a fifth (20.2%) of apprenticeship starts. The next four most popular routes all had a
similar share of starts, ranging from 10.3% in Education and Early Years to 9.0% in
Engineering and Manufacturing.

Starts on the Digital route have more than doubled over the last few years, rising from
14,760 in 2020/21 to 31,410 in 2024/25.

The last year has seen starts fall by over 1,500 in each of the Health and Science,
Sales Marketing and Procurement, and Hair and Beauty routes compared to 2023/24.

Apprenticeship starts by occupational routes

353,500 339,580 337,140 349,190 321,440

Explore data

Chart Table

Export options

Total

2024/25 2023/24 2022/23 2021/22 2020/21
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https://occupational-maps.skillsengland.education.gov.uk/
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71,440 66,030 62,710 64,020 70,790

34,540 31,640 30,770 34,100 38,750

10,310 10,880 11,660 13,210 7,800

33,230 33,450 33,610 38,690 28,400
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31,410 26,060 22,490 18,850 14,760

36,280 31,480 30,280 29,040 25,860

31,680 31,110 30,250 27,670 22,670

5,770 7,410 6,440 7,950 7,080

29,810 32,260 31,420 31,790 27,910

26,720 24,170 24,030 23,720 19,630

40 120 590 1,730 4,310
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Show full screen table

Data symbols ?

Footnotes

1. Route and mandatory degree status (if shown) are based the latest information
published by Skills England (opens in new tab) at the point of publication, and
may be subject to change.

2. Total starts are the count of apprenticeships started at any point during the
stated academic period. Learners starting more than one Apprenticeship will
appear more than once.

Show 1 more footnote

Source: Individualised Learner Record (ILR)

Explore and edit this data online

Use our table tool to explore this data.

Back to top

Latest Apprenticeship in year data

Hide

The following figures and charts/tables were published in January 2026 and cover the
first quarter (August 2025 to October 2025) of the 2025/26 academic year:

Explore data

Logistics

https://skillsengland.education.gov.uk/apprenticeships/
https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/data-tables/fast-track/f716029f-ea13-43ef-c2ea-08de12cffaf3


Apprenticeship starts

Apprenticeship starts were up by 7.7% to 142,780 compared to 132,560 reported
for the same period in the previous year.
Higher apprenticeship starts increased by 15.1% to 57,560 compared to 50,000 in
the same period last year.
Starts at Level 6 and 7 increased by 12.8% to 28,740 in 2025/26. This represents
20.1% of all starts reported to date for 2025/26. There were 25,490 Level 6 and 7
starts in the same period last year (19.2% of starts in the same period).
Foundation apprenticeships represented 40 starts. Foundation apprenticeships
(opens in new tab) are a new programme which will be building over time.

Apprenticeship starts by level (Aug to Oct)
Click table view for age

Intermediate Apprenticeship
Advanced Apprenticeship
Higher Apprenticeship

Chart Table

Export options
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Footnotes

1. Age for achievements is based on age at the start of the programme, not the
age at which they achieved.

2. Age for apprenticeship participation is based on age as at 31 August of the
academic year.

Show 7 more footnotes

Source: Individualised Learner Record (ILR)

Explore and edit this data online

Use our table tool to explore this data.

Under 19 apprenticeship starts have decreased by 4.1% to 40,100 compared to
41,810 reported for the same period in the previous year. 19-24 starts increased by
7.4% to 40,020 and 25+ increased by 17.2% to 62,660 compared to the previous
year where they were 37,270 and 53,480 respectively.
The share of Under 19 apprenticeship starts account for 28.1% of starts (40,100), in
comparison the share for 19-24 was 28.0% and for 25+ was 43.9% .
The proportion of STEM starts by females is 16.4% (8,620). In 2024/25 it was
14.9% (7,220).

Apprenticeship starts by age (Aug to Oct)

Explore data

Chart Table

Export options

https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/data-tables/fast-track/73ed3e87-3389-4ddb-549d-08de072d13df


Under 19
19 to 24
25 plus

Footnotes

1. Age for achievements is based on age at the start of the programme, not the
age at which they achieved.

2. Age for apprenticeship participation is based on age as at 31 August of the
academic year.

Show 7 more footnotes

Source: Individualised Learner Record (ILR)

Explore and edit this data online

Use our table tool to explore this data.

Monthly starts
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Apprenticeship starts by month
Click table view for level and age

2022/23
2023/24
2024/25
2025/26

Footnotes

1. Age for starts is based on age at the start of the programme.
2. Figures for all years are provisional and cover the first quarter (Aug to Oct).

Show 1 more footnote

Source: Individualised Learner Record (ILR)

Explore and edit this data online

Use our table tool to explore this data.
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Apprenticeship starts by ethnicity, age and LLDD (2025/26 Aug to Oct)
Click table view for other years

White
Asian / Asian British
Black / African / Caribbean / Black British
Mixed / Multiple ethnic groups
Other ethnic group
Under 19
19-24
25+
No learning difficulty / disability
With learning difficulty / disability

Explore data
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Export options
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https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/data-tables/fast-track/719e4886-ddfb-4b32-0eda-08de529c2eb2


Unknown

Footnotes

1. Age for starts is based on age at the start of the programme.
2. Ethnicity categories have been aligned with the ethnicities recorded in the 2011

UK Census.

Show 4 more footnotes

Source: Individualised Learner Record (ILR)

Explore and edit this data online

Use our table tool to explore this data.

Further information can be found in the following featured tables: 

Monthly starts by funding type and start month
Headline in year comparisons by funding type
Headline in year comparisons by level
Headline in year comparisons - starts by age
Headline in year comparisons - starts by region and level
Apprenticeship planned length of stay by age and apprenticeship type (reported to
date)
Geographical - starts and achievements by region

Apprenticeship participation

Learner participation increased by 3.2% to 589,850 compared to 571,630 reported
for the same period in the previous year.
Higher apprenticeship participation has increased by 10.1% to 246,970 compared to
224,260 in the same period last year.

Explore data
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https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/data-tables/fast-track/aac1672a-049d-422f-54a1-08de072d13df?featuredTable=true
https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/data-tables/fast-track/bc3dcd1e-5ea1-45e9-1bd2-08de535edcf5?featuredTable=true
https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/data-tables/fast-track/7eaa84d6-6cf2-4347-8b65-08de46e23125?featuredTable=true


Apprenticeship participation by level (Aug to Oct)
Click table view for age

Intermediate Apprenticeship
Advanced Apprenticeship
Higher Apprenticeship

Footnotes

1. Age for apprenticeship participation is based on age as at 31 August of the
academic year.

2. Figures for all years are provisional and cover the first quarter (Aug to Oct).

Show 3 more footnotes

Source: Individualised Learner Record (ILR)

Explore and edit this data online

Use our table tool to explore this data.
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Apprenticeship achievements

Apprenticeship achievements by level (Aug to Oct)
Click table view for age

Intermediate Apprenticeship
Advanced Apprenticeship
Higher Apprenticeship

Footnotes

1. Age for achievements is based on age at the start of the programme, not the
age at which they achieved.

2. Figures for all years are provisional and cover the first quarter (Aug to Oct).

Explore data
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Show 2 more footnotes

Source: Individualised Learner Record (ILR)

Explore and edit this data online

Use our table tool to explore this data.

Further information : Subjects - achievements in year comparisons by sector subject
area

 

Apprenticeship care leavers' bursaries

Apprenticeship care leavers' bursaries payments, 2018/19 to 2025/26 (reported
as at 09 December 2025)

Academic
year

2018/19 2019/20 2020/21 2021/22 2022/23 2023/24 2024/25 

Number of
bursary
payments

280 320 210 350 330 550 550

Note: Figures are rounded to the nearest 10.

We estimate care leaver apprentices are under-reported in the ILR. Data on care
leavers are also collected in Local Authority data and reported in the Children Looked
After publication: Children looked after in England including adoptions, Reporting year
2025 - Explore education statistics - GOV.UK.

Explore data

https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/data-tables/fast-track/92eb09b6-266a-41d1-549f-08de072d13df
https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/data-tables/fast-track/ab30ae86-f38d-46e0-8b2e-08de46e23125?featuredTable=true
https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/find-statistics/children-looked-after-in-england-including-adoptions/2025


Providers can claim additional funding and care leavers can be eligible for a £3,000
bursary. For more information please refer to the Apprenticeships care leavers’ bursary
guidance (opens in new tab).

Additional Funding for Employers and Training Providers

In addition to the care leavers’ bursary, training providers and employers receive a
payment towards the additional cost associated with training if, at the start of the
apprenticeship, the apprentice is:

aged between 16 and 18 years old, or
aged between 19 and 24 years old and has either:
an Education, Health and Care (EHC) plan provided by their local authority or
has been in the care of their local authority

For more information please refer to the apprenticeship funding rules (opens in new
tab).

Back to top

Additional analysis and transparency data

Hide

The following statistics are classified as official statistics and have been
produced in line with the Code of Practice for Statistics, rather than being
classed as accredited official statistics and independently reviewed as such
by the Office for Statistics Regulation (opens in new tab). The statistics are
included for transparency purposes.

Find an apprenticeship service

Apprenticeship adverts and vacancies

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/apprenticeships-bursary-for-care-leavers/apprenticeships-care-leavers-bursary-policy-summary
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/apprenticeship-funding-rules
https://osr.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/what-we-do/


The apprenticeship adverts and vacancies in this section are a snapshot of Find An
Apprenticeship (opens in new tab) (FAA), a digital system supporting apprenticeship
advertisement and recruitment. They represent only a subset of the total number of
vacancies available across the marketplace, as many apprenticeships are not
advertised through this website.

The number of vacancies advertised reflects the total number published on Find an
apprenticeship, but may not reflect the actual number of positions available. This is
particularly the case for large national employers that may advertise the same positions
across multiple locations simultaneously.

There were 18,680 adverts comprising 27,380 vacancies on Find An Apprenticeship
between August and December 2025. These are decreases of 14% and 21%
respectively on the same period the previous year when there were 21,690 adverts and
34,740 vacancies. 

So far in the 2025/26 academic year, every month has seen the lowest number of
vacancies posted for that month since 2018/19 when we started reporting.

Apprenticeship vacancies reported on the FAA website from August 2018
to December 2025, by month
Click table view for adverts

Chart Table

Export options
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2018/19
2019/20
2020/21
2021/22
2022/23
2023/24
2024/25
2025/26

Footnotes

1. Adverts are vacancy notices and will include at least one apprenticeship
vacancy with an employer (one advert could potentially include a large number
of individual vacancies).

2. The number of adverts does not provide a true measure of adverts for
apprenticeships because many are not advertised through the Find An
Apprenticeship website, therefore the measure represents a subset of the total
number available across the marketplace as a whole.

Show 2 more footnotes

Source: Find an apprenticeship (FAA)

Explore and edit this data online
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Use our table tool to explore this data.

Additional data : Vacancies and Adverts posted on the Find An Apprenticeship website
by month and level

The ‘Underlying data – apprenticeship vacancies’ file in the ‘Additional supporting files’
accordion contains more information about the vacancies and adverts published on
Find an apprenticeship. This file covers vacancies from August 2022 to December
2025.
 

Find apprenticeship training

For employers looking to take on apprentices, see find apprenticeship training if you're
an employer (opens in new tab).

The service can be used to: 

Search for apprenticeship training by job role or keyword
Find training providers who offer the apprenticeship training you choose
Find a named training provider you want to use
 

Apprenticeship service data

Employers reporting the withdrawal of apprentices due to redundancy

From 30 July 2020, employers have been able to record on the Apprenticeship
Service (AS) if an apprenticeship has ended due to a redundancy. This will provide
more accurate and timely data on redundancies than that captured via the ‘withdrawal
reason’ on the ILR and will be a reliable ongoing source of data. 

Additionally, employers can record information about redundancies at a later date on
the AS, therefore the information can suffer from ‘data lag’ with information being

Explore data

https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/data-tables/fast-track/964bf492-eddd-4f71-0ee6-08de529c2eb2
https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/data-tables/fast-track/e3ac3d1b-91e9-452d-0ee5-08de529c2eb2?featuredTable=true
https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/find-statistics/apprenticeships#section-additional-supporting-files
https://findapprenticeshiptraining.apprenticeships.education.gov.uk/


recorded weeks or months after the redundancy actually happened.

Apprenticeship redundancies by redundancy month
Click table view for age breakdowns

2020/21
2021/22
2022/23
2023/24
2024/25
2025/26

Footnotes

1. Employers can record information about redundancies at a later date on the
Apprenticeship service (AS), therefore the information is provisional.

2. The information can suffer from ‘data lag’ with information being
recorded/amended many months after the redundancy actually happened.
Figures covering the most recent two full months of data are not shown as they

Chart Table

Export options

0

200

400

600

800

1,000

Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul



are typically over 25% under-reported.

Show 2 more footnotes

Source: Apprenticeship Service

Explore and edit this data online

Use our table tool to explore this data.

Additional data : Redundancies by redundancy month and level

Additional information

For apprentices who have been made redundant, or who are at risk of redundancy,
please see the Redundancy support for apprentices (opens in new tab) guidance.
 

Apprenticeship service commitments

Commitments by monthly training start date from 2023/24 to 2025/26 by
levy-paying status of apprenticeship service account

Explore data

Export options

https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/data-tables/fast-track/abace23e-0013-40e4-0ee8-08de529c2eb2
https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/data-tables/fast-track/606229f7-9fb1-4a80-0ee9-08de529c2eb2?featuredTable=true
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/redundancy-support-for-apprentices


271,990 182,560 89,430 322,060 217,370 104,690 187,160 118,680

15,750 9,980 5,770 14,720 9,180 5,540 17,790 11,120

59,290 40,240 19,050 70,150 47,310 22,840 86,860 57,510

33,960 22,910 11,060 35,690 23,900 11,790 42,670 26,270

21,530 13,620 7,910 24,090 15,060 9,030 30,590 18,760

10,380 6,650 3,740 11,980 7,960 4,020 7,040 3,910

24,090 16,350 7,750 26,720 17,770 8,950 1,980

18,500 12,010 6,490 20,840 13,520 7,330 150

19,670 14,010 5,660 26,300 18,690 7,610 70

18,940 12,700 6,250 23,650 16,210 7,450 10

16,360 11,440 4,930 22,550 16,320 6,230 low

16,010 11,130 4,880 23,090 16,410 6,680 low

17,510 11,550 5,960 22,270 15,060 7,210 low

Show full screen table

Data symbols ?

Footnotes

1. Commitments may be recorded on the Apprenticeship Service system after the
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training start date has passed and therefore data should be treated as highly
provisional.

2. From 01 April 2021, all non-levy paying organisations are using the
apprenticeship service. Prior to this date some starts with non-levy employers
were not funded through the apprenticeship service and so the data reported
here only provides a partial picture.

Show 3 more footnotes

Source: Apprenticeship Service

Explore and edit this data online

Use our table tool to explore this data.

Additional data : Commitments by age, payment status and start month
 

Apprenticeship service transfers 

In April 2018 it became possible for levy-paying organisations to transfer up to 10 per
cent of the annual value of funds entering their apprenticeship service account (ASA) to
other organisations via the apprenticeship service. This increased to 25 per cent from
April 2019 and 50 per cent from April 2024.

As of 09 December 2025, there have been 7,560 apprenticeship service commitments
entered into the apprenticeship service with training start dates in the 2025/26
academic year, where the transfer of funds between ASAs has been fully agreed (with
210 pending approval). For the 2024/25 full academic year there are 16,290 fully
agreed and 10 pending apprenticeship service commitments reported so far.

The number of fully agreed transferred commitments that have so far been recorded
as apprenticeship starts on the Individualised Learner Record (ILR) in the 2025/26
academic year is 5,590, with 15,460 recorded so far for the full 2024/25 academic

Explore data

https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/data-tables/fast-track/da4bd09a-2b7f-4354-8b36-08de46e23125
https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/data-tables/fast-track/2551ca44-5d13-4a0f-8b35-08de46e23125?featuredTable=true


year.

A csv file containing breakdowns of transfers that have been recorded as starts on the
ILR can be downloaded from the ‘Additional supporting files’ accordion (see
‘Underlying data – starts arising from transferred commitments’). 

Please note that providers may not record learners immediately on the ILR, so a lag
may occur between a commitment being recorded in the apprenticeship service and
the corresponding commitment being recorded as a start on the ILR.

Additionally, as commitments can be recorded/amended on the apprenticeship service
system after the transfer approval date has passed, all data should be treated as
provisional. Data are only fully captured when providers confirm details in the ILR. In
the interests of transparency, what is known at this point of reporting has been included
where possible.
 

Levy Transfers matching service 

Pledges

As of 09 December 2025:

The total number of pledges made by levy-paying employers was 1,160.
The total amount pledged stood at £90.23 million.

Note: these figures reflect the cumulative total of pledges since September 2021.
Those that are currently available can be found at Search funding opportunities
(manage-apprenticeships.service.gov.uk) (opens in new tab).

Applications

As of 09 December 2025:

the total number of applications submitted was 41,521 through 5,568 different
Apprenticeship Service accounts.

The total number of apprentices applied for was 105,593. This figure will include
employers submitting multiple applications for the same funding to different pledges.
The number of unique apprenticeship positions applied for is difficult to determine,
however it is likely to be in the range of 18 to 48 per cent of the total number of

https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/find-statistics/apprenticeships#section-additional-supporting-files
https://transfers.manage-apprenticeships.service.gov.uk/Opportunities


apprentices applied for.

The number of approved applications was 7,301.
 

Reservations

From 01 April 2021, all new apprenticeship starts have been via the apprenticeship
service. Employers who do not pay the apprenticeship levy must reserve
apprenticeship funding for training and assessment (or have a reservation of funds
completed on their behalf). Funding can be reserved up to 3 months in advance of the
expected apprenticeship start date and should be reserved before apprenticeship
training starts.

As of 09 December 2025:

Academic Year 2021/22 2022/23 2023/24 2024/25 2025/26

Total reservations made: 169,800 138,860 132,900 126,430 66,990

of which deleted: 4,780 2,870 2,050 3,060 1,830

of which expired: 48,510 38,880 28,680 20,140 4,000

Non-levy paying
apprenticeship service
accounts:

76,190 63,870 61,810 59,540 38,560

Supporting providers: 970 970 960 1,000 740

Please note that the 2025/26 academic year is partial. All figures are provisional and
subject to change, in particular figures covering the most recent academic years. 
 

Flexi Job Apprenticeship Agencies



Flexi-job apprenticeship agencies are an initiative developed by the Department for
Education (DfE) in 2021. They are organisations that recruit and employ apprentices
and arrange placements with multiple host businesses for the duration of their
apprenticeship. They aim to support sectors and occupations that often use short-term
contracts or other non-standard employment models, such as construction, digital, and
creative industries. They also help employers and apprentices overcome barriers that
prevent them from using the traditional apprenticeship model, such as lack of flexibility,
commitment, or funding. Flexi-job apprenticeship agencies provide a managed
apprenticeship service that benefits both employers and apprentices. 

Employers and apprentices can use an approved flexi-job apprenticeship agency
where the agency:

employs the apprentice for the duration of their apprenticeship
arranges placements with host businesses

Apprenticeship starts and achievements through flexi-job apprenticeship
agencies (FJAAs), 2021/22 to 2025/26

Academic year 2021/22 2022/23 2023/24 2024/25 2025/26

FJAA apprenticeship starts 120 640 940 890 370

FJAA apprenticeship
Achievements

10 30 250 430 110

Source: Apprenticeship service commitments (as at 09 December 2025) matched to
starts and achievements recorded on the ILR.

Note: Figures are rounded to the nearest 10. The 2025/26 academic year is partial,
whereas previous years cover the full year. Starts through flexi-job apprenticeship
agencies (FJAAs) are identified by matching commitments made by employers on the
Apprenticeship Service (AS) to starts recorded by providers in the ILR. A specific code
on the AS identifies FJAA commitments and providers are able to use LDM code
(opens in new tab) 386 to identify those apprentices employed by FJAAs. Matched
starts are counted if they carry either of these codes and the employer is identified as
being on the register of FJAAs (opens in new tab).

https://guidance.submit-learner-data.service.gov.uk/24-25//ilr/entity/LearningDeliveryFAM/field/LearnDelFAMType/attribute/LDM
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/flexi-job-apprenticeships/flexi-job-apprenticeship-agencies


Achievements are recorded where the learner has completed an apprenticeship
programme aim in an academic year and has successfully passed an end point of
assessment. Apprenticeships generally take over a year or more to complete, so
comparisons of starts and achievements in an individual year will be misleading.

A small number of starts (fewer than 50) have not been included above, where the
provider has recorded the associated LDM code on the ILR but so far no match to the
apprenticeship service has been made.

Back to top

Recent trends in levels, subjects and standards

Hide

The figures in this section relate to full-year final data up to and including the
2024/25 academic year and were originally published in November 2025

The period from 2017 saw the introduction of key reforms to apprenticeships, including
the apprenticeship levy, a new funding system and the completion of the transition from
frameworks to employer-led apprenticeship standards, as well as the impact of the
Covid-19 pandemic. DfE’s apprenticeships reform programme (opens in new
tab) policy paper provides more information on the reforms during this period.

In 2016/17, one in twenty apprenticeship starts (5%) were on standards. A year later
this had increased to over two in five (44%) and by 2020/21 very nearly all starts (99%)
were on standards. 

Apprenticeship frameworks were withdrawn to new learners on 31 July 2020, however
a small number of starts were recorded after this date in cases where it had been
agreed a learner can return to a framework after an extensive break.

Apprenticeship starts on frameworks and standards, 2015/16 to 2024/25

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/apprenticeship-reform-programme-benefits-realisation-strategy


Source: Individualised Learner Record (ILR)

After increasing to 393,400 in 2018/19 (up 5% from a year earlier), apprenticeship
starts fell by nearly a fifth (18%) to 322,500 in 2019/20 and remained at a similar level
during 2020/21. 

Covid-19 restrictions led to a fall in starts and the number of apprenticeship vacancies
being advertised, and some employer failure and redundancies. In particular, the
months from March to October 2020 saw a substantial reduction in the number of
starts. 

Apprenticeship starts have since recovered, with a return to the typical seasonal
pattern. However, with a total of 353,500 new starts recorded in 2024/25, they
remained some 10% below the level seen in 2018/19.

Apprenticeship starts by month, 2018/19 to 2024/25



Source: Individualised Learner Record (ILR)

Apprenticeship starts by level

The reforms to apprenticeships saw the development of employer-led standards to
replace existing frameworks. This resulted in a move away from shorter duration
(intermediate) apprenticeship courses towards those at a higher level and of typically
longer duration. 

Standards are designed to meet the requirements of occupations and industry sectors.
They generally take longer to complete than frameworks as they include more off the
job training and a rigorous end point assessment process. 

In 2017/18, there was a similar proportion of apprenticeship starts at intermediate
(43%) and advanced (44%) level, but less at higher level (13%). By 2024/25, higher
level starts accounted for nearly 40% of all apprenticeship starts, whereas intermediate
level starts accounted for around 19%. Meanwhile the proportion of advanced level
starts remained relatively stable at 42%. 

In 2024/25, the number of higher-level apprenticeships starts was the highest on
record and intermediate starts the lowest.

The move towards courses of longer duration means that although the number of
apprenticeship starts fell by 10% between 2018/19 and 2024/25, the level of
participation has increased slightly over the same period, by 2.6% from 742,400 to
761,500. 



Apprenticeship starts by level
Click on table for achievements

Intermediate Apprenticeship
Advanced Apprenticeship
Higher Apprenticeship

Footnotes

1. Age for achievements is based on age at the start of the programme, not the
age at which they achieved.
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2. Age for starts is based on age at the start of the programme.

Show 4 more footnotes

Source: Individualised Learner Record (ILR)

Explore and edit this data online

Use our table tool to explore this data.

Higher level apprenticeships

Higher level apprenticeships comprise four separate qualification levels (opens in new
tab) (4 to 7), with starts at each level having increased since 2017/18. 

Degree (level 6) apprenticeships saw consistent year-on-year increases between
2017/18 and 2021/22. Although the rate of increase has slowed in the last three years,
starts have more than quadrupled from 6,400 in 2017/18 to 26,800 in 2024/25.

Starts on apprenticeships equivalent to master’s degrees (level 7) also saw rapid
growth over this period, increasing more than fivefold from 4,500 to 23,900 in 2023/24.
In the latest academic year, level 7 starts have increased by over 40% to 33,600,
ahead of the January 2026 deadline from when Level 7 apprenticeships will only be
government-funded for young people aged 16 to 21, and for care leavers or those with
an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP) who are under 25 at the start of their
apprenticeship.

Higher level apprenticeship starts by detailed level
Click on table for achievements

Explore data
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Level 5
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Level 7

Footnotes

1. Apprenticeship frameworks are grouped and shown based on their SASE
(Specification of Apprenticeship Standards for England) description. Each
SASE description can include several related frameworks, and so can cover
more than one sector subject area.

2. There are a small number of starts on frameworks that have been reported in
2021/22, 2022/23, 2023/24 and 2024/25. All remaining apprenticeship
frameworks were withdrawn to new learners on 31 July 2020. Learners who
started on frameworks are where it has been agreed a learner can return to a
previous framework they have been on after an extensive break.
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Show 3 more footnotes

Source: Individualised Learner Record (ILR)

Explore and edit this data online

Use our table tool to explore this data.

Tier 1 sector subject areas

The apprenticeship sector subject areas in this publication have been
updated based on recent Updates to apprenticeship Sector Subject Area
(SSA) codes (opens in new tab). The SSA codes for 139 apprenticeship
standards have changed. Sector subject areas for past years have been
recast to provide a consistent back-series for comparison. 

Starts

When looking at apprenticeship starts across the tier 1 subject areas (refer to chart
below) we see some differences in trends.

Recent trends are likely to have been influenced by employer demand for more higher-
level courses and greater choice in standards that are being designed with employers.
In addition, apprenticeship starts in certain subject areas were disproportionately
affected by the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic and the associated restrictions.

It should also be noted that we are considering subject areas in this section and not
industry sectors. Data published in the department’s latest Apprenticeships in England
by industry characteristics shows that industry sectors offer apprenticeships in different
subject areas. For example, the construction industry sector accounted for 7,200 (or
16%) of the 46,000 apprenticeship starts in the Engineering and Manufacturing
Technologies tier 1 sector subject area in 2022/23 as reported at the time.

Explore data

https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/data-tables/fast-track/050db8b9-1a9d-42ba-c2ec-08de12cffaf3
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https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/find-statistics/apprenticeships-in-england-by-industry-characteristics
https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/data-tables/permalink/5e5e84d8-d4bd-44a2-eb7b-08de29d3af56


After falling from a recent high of 103,600 in 2020/21 to a low of 97,300 in 2022/23,
apprenticeship starts in Business, Administration and Law recovered in 2023/24 and
2024/25, making it once again the most popular subject for new apprentices, ahead of
Health, Public Services and Care. Starts in Business. Administration and Law saw an
annual increase of 4.6% in 2023/24, and a further 10.5%, rising to 112,500 in 2024/25.
Much of the increase in the last year can be attributed to level 7 apprenticeships.

Starts in Health, Public Services and Care have fallen back slightly from a recent high of
98,600 in 2021/22 to 95,100 in 2024/25. Increases in starts up to 2021/22, may in part
have reflected an increase in demand in this sector during the Covid-19 pandemic. 

Digital Technology has shown steady growth over the years. It increased from 17,400
in 2019/20 to 27,400 in 2024/25, with a large rise in 2021/22 followed by consistent
year‑on‑year improvement. At the same time, its share of the total grew from 5.4% to
7.7%. 

After falling to a recent low of 20,200 in 2020/21, during the Covid-19 affected period,
starts in Construction, Planning and the Built Environment increased in 2021/22, rising
by 31% to 26,500, This represented a recent high for the subject area and despite
falling back since then starts increased slightly in 2024/25 and remain above pre-
pandemic levels, at 24,500.

Apprenticeships starts in Retail and Commercial Enterprise fell by 14.6% between
2019/20 and 2020/21. Starts then recovered to 33,000 in 2021/22 as Covid-19 related
restrictions were removed, but have since declined year-on-year to 25,800 in 2024/25
and remain below the level seen before the pandemic.

A similar pattern can be seen for apprenticeship starts in Engineering and
Manufacturing Technologies, although at 25.4% the rate of the fall in starts between
2019/20 and 2020/21 was higher than that for Retail and Commercial Enterprise. Starts
have recovered from a low in 2020/21 but have seen little change in the last few years.
At 45,100 starts in 2024/25, they are also below the level seen before the Covid-19
pandemic.

Apprenticeship starts by tier 1 sector subject area

Chart Table

Export options



Business, Administration and Law
Health, Public Services and Care
Engineering and Manufacturing Technologies
Retail and Commercial Enterprise
Construction, Planning and the Built Environment
Digital Technology

Footnotes

1. Apprenticeship frameworks are grouped and shown based on their SASE
(Specification of Apprenticeship Standards for England) description. Each
SASE description can include several related frameworks, and so can cover
more than one sector subject area.

2. There are a small number of starts on frameworks that have been reported in
2021/22, 2022/23, 2023/24 and 2024/25. All remaining apprenticeship
frameworks were withdrawn to new learners on 31 July 2020. Learners who
started on frameworks are where it has been agreed a learner can return to a
previous framework they have been on after an extensive break.
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Show 2 more footnotes

Source: Individualised Learner Record (ILR)

Explore and edit this data online

Use our table tool to explore this data.

Achievements

Apprenticeship achievements increased in all the most popular subject areas in
2024/25. Across all apprenticeships, achievements increased by 11% compared to the
previous year and three subject areas in the top six met or exceeded that rate of
increase.

Achievement in Health, Public Services and care were up 19% to 57,000
achievements, Digital Technology achievements were up 12% to 14,300 and
Business, Administration and Law saw an increase of 12% to 58,700.

Apprenticeship achievements by tier 1 subject area

Explore data

Chart Table

Export options

https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/data-tables/fast-track/20375e0d-d24e-4783-1bd4-08de535edcf5


Business, Administration and Law
Health, Public Services and Care
Engineering and Manufacturing Technologies
Retail and Commercial Enterprise
Construction, Planning and the Built Environment
Digital Technology

Footnotes

1. Apprenticeship frameworks are grouped and shown based on their SASE
(Specification of Apprenticeship Standards for England) description. Each
SASE description can include several related frameworks, and so can cover
more than one sector subject area.

2. There are a small number of starts on frameworks that have been reported in
2021/22, 2022/23, 2023/24 and 2024/25. All remaining apprenticeship
frameworks were withdrawn to new learners on 31 July 2020. Learners who
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started on frameworks are where it has been agreed a learner can return to a
previous framework they have been on after an extensive break.

Show 2 more footnotes

Source: Individualised Learner Record (ILR)

Explore and edit this data online

Use our table tool to explore this data.
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National achievement rates tables

Hide

The following statistics are classified as official statistics and have been
produced in line with the Code of Practice for Statistics, rather than being
classed as accredited official statistics and independently reviewed as such
by the Office for Statistics Regulation (opens in new tab). The statistics are
included for transparency purposes. 

The National Achievement Rate Tables (NARTs) present detailed tables of provider
level Qualification Achievement Rates (QARs) that we use for performance
management and informed choice purposes. Additionally we provide some national
summary tables to show overall performance in the sector with a three year time series
to enable comparison of change in performance over time.

This release includes new data showing 2023/24 as first published in March 2025,

Explore data

https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/data-tables/fast-track/cb908659-cef4-4302-c2ed-08de12cffaf3
https://osr.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/what-we-do/


along with historical data for 2021/22 and 2022/23. The historical figures have not been
re-calculated and are shown as originally published in March 2024.

Data for years prior to 2019/20 can be found in the Statistics: national achievement
rates tables (opens in new tab) collection.

Overall achievement rate by level and standard/framework between
2021/22 and 2023/24

Export options

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/sfa-national-success-rates-tables


263,550 293,370 290,680 53.4% 54.6%

74,210 77,170 72,250 51.4% 54.1%

121,100 129,650 125,600 55.1% 55.3%

68,240 86,560 92,840 52.6% 54.0%

224,110 283,730 288,700 51.4% 54.3%

59,940 75,230 71,860 49.0% 53.9%

101,340 123,320 124,260 52.6% 54.7%

62,830 85,190 92,570 51.8% 54.0%

39,450 9,640 1,980 64.9% 63.5%

14,270 1,940 380 61.7% 59.7%

19,760 6,330 1,330 68.0% 66.4%

5,410 1,370 270 61.6% 55.8%

Show full screen table

Total Total

Intermediate
Level
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Higher
Level

Standard Total

Intermediate
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Advanced
Level

Higher
Level

Framework Total

Intermediate
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Advanced
Level
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Leavers Achievement rate

2021/22 2022/23 2023/24 2021/22 2022/23



Data symbols ?

Footnotes

1. Achievement rates are based on the individual apprenticeship programmes that
were completed in the relevant year (Hybrid End Year). They are calculated as
the number of programme aims achieved divided by the number started,
excluding the programme aims of any learners that transferred onto another
qualification within the same institution.

2. Achievement rates are calculated according to the Apprenticeship Qualification
Achievement Rate business rules. These documents are available from the
Introduction to Qualification Achievement Rates (QARs) (opens in new tab)
guidance.

Show 2 more footnotes

Source: Individualised Learner Record (ILR)

Explore and edit this data online

Use our table tool to explore this data.

Overall retention rates and achievement rates by sector subject area tier 1

263,550 293,370 290,680 54.8% 56.2% 61.9% 53.4%

4,730 5,900 5,960 65.3% 65.3% 68.9% 62.4%

Explore data

Export options

Total

Agriculture,
Horticulture

Leavers Retention rate

2021/22 2022/23 2023/24 2021/22 2022/23 2023/24

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/introduction-to-qualification-achievement-rates-qars#end-of-use-of-minimum-standards
https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/data-tables/fast-track/c8a7dc79-6b2e-44cf-a7f5-08ddc5d1ceae


1,130 1,470 1,590 59.2% 65.8% 67.9% 57.9%

78,780 87,640 80,530 53.7% 56.2% 62.3% 52.3%

15,500 15,730 21,690 56.1% 55.9% 59.5% 53.6%

14,830 18,580 21,670 60.8% 58.2% 66.8% 59.4%

6,450 8,560 7,540 63.3% 64.8% 70.0% 61.9%

41,360 41,990 38,890 59.2% 62.1% 65.1% 57.9%

68,960 78,740 80,970 51.7% 53.6% 60.2% 50.6%

no data 10 10 no data x 71.4% no data

3,080 3,620 3,810 60.2% 58.3% 68.4% 59.5%

28,610 30,820 27,500 50.4% 48.5% 54.0% 49.2%

and Animal
Care

Arts, Media
and
Publishing

Business,
Administration
and Law

Construction,
Planning and
the Built
Environment

Digital
Technology

Education and
Training

Engineering
and
Manufacturing
Technologies

Health, Public
Services and
Care

History,
Philosophy
and Theology

Leisure,
Travel and
Tourism

Retail and
Commercial



140 210 230 56.5% 67.6% 68.7% 56.5%

no data 120 300 no data 76.4% 87.8% no data

Show full screen table

Data symbols ?

Footnotes

1. Achievement rates are based on the individual apprenticeship programmes that
were completed in the relevant year (Hybrid End Year). They are calculated as
the number of programme aims achieved divided by the number started,
excluding the programme aims of any learners that transferred onto another
qualification within the same institution.

2. Achievement rates are calculated according to the Apprenticeship Qualification
Achievement Rate business rules. These documents are available from the
Introduction to Qualification Achievement Rates (QARs) (opens in new tab)
guidance.
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Source: Individualised Learner Record (ILR)

Explore and edit this data online

Use our table tool to explore this data.
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https://www.gov.uk/guidance/introduction-to-qualification-achievement-rates-qars#end-of-use-of-minimum-standards
https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/data-tables/fast-track/9df7c7c6-fbc9-4713-c1dd-08ddc39ade96


Overall Achievement Rates by Route Between 2021/22 and 2023/24

263,550 293,370 290,680 53.4% 54.6% 60.5%

3,630 5,650 6,030 58.8% 62.2% 66.4%

54,400 61,180 55,010 49.8% 54.4% 62.1%

25,580 27,330 23,810 38.0% 37.7% 45.5%

8,090 10,250 10,400 43.2% 39.0% 46.5%

16,250 24,600 30,730 51.4% 55.0% 58.8%

870 1,160 1,060 60.6% 64.4% 67.8%

10,640 14,740 19,070 58.5% 55.1% 63.6%

14,830 24,500 25,210 54.6% 57.7% 61.9%

14,440 20,130 22,130 53.0% 58.9% 62.8%

6,750 7,550 6,360 55.3% 55.0% 59.7%

Export options

Total

Agriculture,
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and Animal
Care

Business and
Administration

Care Services

Catering and
Hospitality
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Environment

Creative and
Design

Digital

Education and
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Engineering
and
Manufacturing

Hair and

Leavers Achievement rate

2021/22 2022/23 2023/24 2021/22 2022/23 2023/24



6,750 7,550 6,360 55.3% 55.0% 59.7%

19,480 25,220 27,750 63.6% 66.3% 73.4%

18,660 20,750 21,260 54.7% 54.2% 57.5%

39,450 9,640 1,980 64.9% 63.5% 58.2%

4,850 9,000 12,980 60.5% 60.7% 59.3%

20,160 23,060 18,630 49.1% 51.2% 57.0%

5,480 8,640 8,290 50.7% 59.9% 67.8%

Show full screen table

Data symbols ?

Footnotes

1. Achievement rates are based on the individual apprenticeship programmes that
were completed in the relevant year (Hybrid End Year). They are calculated as
the number of programme aims achieved divided by the number started,
excluding the programme aims of any learners that transferred onto another
qualification within the same institution.

2. Achievement rates are calculated according to the Apprenticeship Qualification
Achievement Rate business rules. These documents are available from the
Introduction to Qualification Achievement Rates (QARs) (opens in new tab)
guidance.

Show 3 more footnotes
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Source: Individualised Learner Record (ILR)

Explore and edit this data online

Use our table tool to explore this data.

The overall apprenticeship achievement rate has seen an increase of 5.9 percentage
points between 2022/23 and 2023/24 whilst the achievement rate for apprenticeship
standards has seen an increase of 6.2 percentage points.

Changes in achievement rates are dependent on a combination of retention rates and
pass rates. Pass rates have increased by 0.4 percentage points between 2022/23 and
2023/24 whilst retention rates have increased by 5.7 percentage points.

The apprenticeship achievement rate measure is additionally reliant on the persons
continued employment and in some sectors there is higher churn so caution should be
used interpreting simple averages because changes in provision mix across sectors
will lead to change in overall averages. 

Impact of the transition from Frameworks to Standards 

When looking at achievement rates it is important to consider the impact of programme
change in the nature of the provision resulting from the transition of frameworks to
standards. Standards are designed to be more demanding than traditional
frameworks. The assessment process is also more rigorous with a specific end point
assessment phase following completion of training designed to ensure the apprentice
is ready to do the job they have been trained for. 

The proportion of learners on frameworks and standards has changed significantly
since previous years. In 2019/20 the proportion of learners on standards stood at
46%. For 2023/24 the proportion has now reached 99%.

Apprenticeship achievement rates for individual standards and frameworks can be
found here :

Explore data

https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/data-tables/fast-track/59c754bc-317b-46c7-a7ef-08ddc5d1ceae


Apprenticeship Achievement Rates by individual standard / framework

Impact of sector subject area

The mix of achievement rates across each sector subject area can be found to vary
which can affect the national average, where figures could be found to be misleading. 

For 2023/24 the sector subject area with the highest achievement rate is Education and
Training with 69.1%. The area with the lowest was Retail and Commercial Enterprise
(52.6%). All areas have seen an increase since last year. The area with the largest
change was Leisure, Travel and Tourism with a rate of 67.9%, up ten percentage points
on last year.

STEM subjects have an overall achievement rate of 61.8%, whereas non-STEM
subjects have an overall achievement rate of 59.9%.

Background information 

National achievement rate tables are based on underlying Qualification Achievement
Rates (QAR) data. Information about the process surrounding QARs can be found in
the Introduction to Qualification Achievement Rates (QARs) (opens in new tab)
guidance.

How rates are calculated

Information about how QARs are calculated can be found in the Qualification
achievement rates 2023 to 2024 (opens in new tab) guidance.
 

Overall apprenticeship achievement rates by learner
characteristics

Overall Achievement Rates Demographics between 2021/22 and 2023/24

Export options

Leavers Achievement rate

https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/data-tables/fast-track/98e01df2-7239-4a4b-91f4-08ddc43aea03?featuredTable=true
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/introduction-to-qualification-achievement-rates-qars
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/qualification-achievement-rates-2023-to-2024


263,550 293,370 290,680 53.4% 54.6%

58,560 64,290 65,640 55.2% 56.3%

70,070 77,850 76,940 59.4% 58.9%

134,920 151,220 148,100 49.6% 51.6%

31,950 38,420 41,280 50.6% 51.0%

225,270 247,260 240,910 53.9% 55.3%

6,340 7,680 8,490 49.1% 50.2%

133,650 151,810 146,120 52.8% 54.1%

129,910 141,550 144,570 54.0% 55.2%

33,840 39,940 41,180 48.3% 48.9%

224,950 248,480 245,250 54.4% 55.7%

4,770 4,950 4,250 44.3% 44.6%

14,700 17,560 18,470 50.6% 51.1%

9,580 10,980 10,910 45.7% 45.5%

Total

Age 16-18

19-23

24+

Learning
difficulty/disability

LLDD -
yes

LLDD - no

LLDD -
unknown

Sex Female

Male

Minority ethnic Ethnic
minorities
(excluding
white
minorities)

White

Unknown

Ethnicity major Asian /
Asian
British

Black /
African /
Caribbean
/ Black
British

2021/22 2022/23 2023/24 2021/22 2022/23



7,320 8,980 9,280 47.5% 49.3%

2,250 2,420 2,510 46.6% 47.0%

224,950 248,480 245,250 54.4% 55.7%

4,770 4,950 4,250 44.3% 44.6%

Show full screen table

Data symbols ?

Footnotes

1. Achievement rates are based on the individual apprenticeship programmes that
were completed in the relevant year (Hybrid End Year). They are calculated as
the number of programme aims achieved divided by the number started,
excluding the programme aims of any learners that transferred onto another
qualification within the same institution.

2. Achievement rates are calculated according to the Apprenticeship Qualification
Achievement Rate business rules. These documents are available from the
Introduction to Qualification Achievement Rates (QARs) (opens in new tab)
guidance.

Show 6 more footnotes

Source: Individualised Learner Record (ILR)

Explore and edit this data online

Use our table tool to explore this data.
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https://www.gov.uk/guidance/introduction-to-qualification-achievement-rates-qars#end-of-use-of-minimum-standards


The figures in this section cover the achievement rates for those learners who are from
ethnic minorities (excluding white minorities). Please note the figures for “White”
include white minorities.

In 2023/24, learners from ethnic minorities (excluding white minorities) had an overall
apprenticeship achievement rate of 56.0%, an increase of 7.1 percentage points from
48.9% in 2022/23.

As is the case when looking into other learner attributes the variation in achievement
rates by ethnicity is mainly driven by the mix of sector subject areas being
undertaken. For 2023/24 this is driven by a large cohort volume of 13,220 leavers for
the Health, Public Services and Care sector where 16.3% of all leavers were from
ethnic minorities (excluding white minorities) and 12,570 for the Business,
Administration and Law sector where 15.6% of all leavers were from ethnic minorities
(excluding white minorities). Those sectors had overall achievement rates of 55.5%
and 54.6% respectively. By comparison, only 10.3% of leavers in the Engineering and
Manufacturing Technologies sector were from ethnic minorities (excluding white
minorities).

The sector with the highest achievement rate for learners from ethnic minorities
(excluding white minorities) was Leisure, Travel and Tourism with 72.1%. The lowest
achievement rate was for the Retail and Commercial Enterprise sector with 48.9%.
 

Overall achievement rates by IMD deprivation quintiles between 2021/22
and 2023/24

Explore data

Export options

https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/data-tables/fast-track/afecd7db-caa5-4021-a7f0-08ddc5d1ceae


263,550 293,370 290,680 53.4% 54.6% 60.5%

53,540 58,100 57,630 48.2% 49.5% 56.0%

53,940 59,540 58,810 51.1% 51.8% 58.3%

53,690 59,930 59,520 54.2% 55.4% 61.3%

53,240 60,050 59,420 56.3% 58.1% 63.0%

47,010 53,170 52,980 58.0% 58.4% 63.9%

2,150 2,590 2,330 52.4% 54.4% 59.5%

Show full screen table

Data symbols ?

Footnotes

1. Achievement rates are based on the individual apprenticeship programmes that
were completed in the relevant year (Hybrid End Year). They are calculated as
the number of programme aims achieved divided by the number started,
excluding the programme aims of any learners that transferred onto another
qualification within the same institution.

2. Achievement rates are calculated according to the Apprenticeship Qualification
Achievement Rate business rules. These documents are available from the
Introduction to Qualification Achievement Rates (QARs) (opens in new tab)
guidance.
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Source: Individualised Learner Record (ILR)

Total

One (most
deprived)

Two

Three

Four

Five (least
deprived)

Unknown

Leavers Achievement rate

2021/22 2022/23 2023/24 2021/22 2022/23 2023/24

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/introduction-to-qualification-achievement-rates-qars#end-of-use-of-minimum-standards


Explore and edit this data online

Use our table tool to explore this data.

Caution should be used interpreting simple averages because differences in provision
mix across sectors will lead to change in overall averages. Press the green ‘Explore
data’ button above to look at the data by age, level, sector subject area.
 

Overall achievement rates by detailed level and standard/framework
between 2021/22 and 2023/24

263,550 293,370 290,680 53.4% 54.6%

74,210 77,170 72,250 51.4% 54.1%

121,100 129,650 125,600 55.1% 55.3%

68,240 86,560 92,840 52.6% 54.0%

24,850 29,560 30,600 49.3% 47.2%

22,240 23,480 22,390 51.1% 51.9%

8,400 15,370 20,730 57.3% 65.7%

Explore data

Export options

Total Total

Intermediate
Level

Total

Advanced
Level

Total

Higher
Level

Total

Level
4

Level
5

Level

Leavers Achievement rate

2021/22 2022/23 2023/24 2021/22

https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/data-tables/fast-track/0b493a8b-02e2-48bc-a7f7-08ddc5d1ceae


8,400 15,370 20,730 57.3% 65.7%

12,750 18,160 19,120 58.3% 57.8%

224,110 283,730 288,700 51.4% 54.3%

59,940 75,230 71,860 49.0% 53.9%

101,340 123,320 124,260 52.6% 54.7%

62,830 85,190 92,570 51.8% 54.0%

22,100 28,730 30,430 47.4% 46.9%

19,580 22,930 22,300 50.1% 51.9%

8,400 15,370 20,730 57.3% 65.7%

12,750 18,160 19,120 58.3% 57.8%

39,450 9,640 1,980 64.9% 63.5%

14,270 1,940 380 61.7% 59.7%

19,760 6,330 1,330 68.0% 66.4%

5,410 1,370 270 61.6% 55.8%

2,750 820 180 64.2% 57.4%

2,660 540 90 58.8% 53.3%

Level
6

Level
7

Standard Total

Intermediate
Level

Total

Advanced
Level

Total

Higher
Level

Total

Level
4

Level
5

Level
6

Level
7

Framework Total

Intermediate
Level

Total

Advanced
Level

Total

Higher
Level

Total

Level
4

Level



2,660 540 90 58.8% 53.3%

10 no data no data x no data

Show full screen table

Data symbols ?

Footnotes

1. Achievement rates are based on the individual apprenticeship programmes that
were completed in the relevant year (Hybrid End Year). They are calculated as
the number of programme aims achieved divided by the number started,
excluding the programme aims of any learners that transferred onto another
qualification within the same institution.

2. Achievement rates are calculated according to the Apprenticeship Qualification
Achievement Rate business rules. These documents are available from the
Introduction to Qualification Achievement Rates (QARs) (opens in new tab)
guidance.

Show 2 more footnotes

Source: Individualised Learner Record (ILR)

Explore and edit this data online

Use our table tool to explore this data.

Apprenticeship overall achievement rates by detailed level

The highest overall achievement rate is at level 6 with 69.1%. This has increased by
3.4 percentage points compared to 2022/23.

Explore data

Level
5
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6

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/introduction-to-qualification-achievement-rates-qars#end-of-use-of-minimum-standards
https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/data-tables/fast-track/f76e2b70-ca1e-40bf-a7f6-08ddc5d1ceae


Overall achievement rates by provider type and age between 2021/22 and
2023/24

263,550 293,370 290,680 53.4% 54.6% 60.5%

59,760 57,620 56,640 57.0% 57.8% 62.3%

33,710 43,480 48,060 61.8% 65.0% 68.6%

167,620 189,650 183,280 50.4% 51.2% 57.7%

120 140 110 66.4% 76.8% 73.1%

360 290 280 56.8% 57.2% 60.9%

1,990 2,190 2,310 57.9% 54.2% 64.3%

58,560 64,290 65,640 55.2% 56.3% 60.5%

23,740 23,090 24,620 54.8% 56.1% 59.5%

Export options

Total Total

General
FE
College
incl
Tertiary

Other
Public
Funded
i.e LA's
and HE

Private
Sector
Public
Funded

Schools

Sixth
Form
College

Special
College

16-
18

Total

General

Leavers Achievement rate

2021/22 2022/23 2023/24 2021/22 2022/23 2023/24



23,740 23,090 24,620 54.8% 56.1% 59.5%

4,270 4,710 4,900 60.3% 63.7% 66.9%

29,520 35,290 34,880 54.9% 55.7% 60.3%

60 50 40 64.1% 82.7% 71.4%

100 120 120 54.8% 58.6% 65.3%

870 1,040 1,080 49.6% 47.6% 58.1%

205,000 229,070 225,040 52.9% 54.1% 60.4%

36,020 34,530 32,020 58.5% 58.9% 64.4%

29,440 38,780 43,160 62.1% 65.2% 68.8%

138,100 154,360 148,410 49.4% 50.2% 57.1%

General
FE
College
incl
Tertiary

Other
Public
Funded
i.e LA's
and HE

Private
Sector
Public
Funded

Schools

Sixth
Form
College

Special
College

19+ Total

General
FE
College
incl
Tertiary

Other
Public
Funded
i.e LA's
and HE

Private



138,100 154,360 148,410 49.4% 50.2% 57.1%

60 90 70 69.1% 73.3% 74.2%

260 180 160 57.6% 56.3% 57.4%

1,120 1,150 1,230 64.3% 60.1% 69.8%

Show full screen table

Data symbols ?

Footnotes

1. Achievement rates are based on the individual apprenticeship programmes that
were completed in the relevant year (Hybrid End Year). They are calculated as
the number of programme aims achieved divided by the number started,
excluding the programme aims of any learners that transferred onto another
qualification within the same institution.

2. Achievement rates are calculated according to the Apprenticeship Qualification
Achievement Rate business rules. These documents are available from the
Introduction to Qualification Achievement Rates (QARs) (opens in new tab)
guidance.
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Source: Individualised Learner Record (ILR)

Explore and edit this data online

Use our table tool to explore this data.
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https://www.gov.uk/guidance/introduction-to-qualification-achievement-rates-qars#end-of-use-of-minimum-standards


Overall achievement rates by funding type and standard/framework
between 2021/22 and 2023/24

Explore data

Export options

https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/data-tables/fast-track/80e803e8-268b-4b9f-a7f2-08ddc5d1ceae


263,550 293,370 290,680 53.4% 54.6% 60.5%

167,000 191,090 194,630 55.9% 57.2% 62.6%

96,550 102,280 96,050 49.1% 49.8% 56.1%

224,110 283,730 288,700 51.4% 54.3% 60.5%

148,640 186,190 193,610 54.2% 56.8% 62.6%

75,470 97,540 95,090 46.0% 49.4% 56.1%

39,450 9,640 1,980 64.9% 63.5% 58.2%

18,360 4,900 1,020 70.2% 70.0% 66.2%

21,080 4,740 960 60.3% 56.8% 49.7%

Show full screen table

Data symbols ?

Footnotes

1. Achievement rates are based on the individual apprenticeship programmes that
were completed in the relevant year (Hybrid End Year). They are calculated as
the number of programme aims achieved divided by the number started,
excluding the programme aims of any learners that transferred onto another
qualification within the same institution.
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Leavers Achievement rate
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2. Achievement rates are calculated according to the Apprenticeship Qualification
Achievement Rate business rules. These documents are available from the
Introduction to Qualification Achievement Rates (QARs) (opens in new tab)
guidance.

Show 3 more footnotes

Source: Individualised Learner Record (ILR)

Explore and edit this data online

Use our table tool to explore this data.

Achievement rates by provider

Data for individual providers can be found here : Apprenticeship Achievement Rates by
provider
 

Redactions

We have redacted one provider from 2023/24, one from 2022/23 and two providers
from 2021/22 from our formal performance tables (NARTs) where we are unable to
form a reliable QAR. This is done where the data we hold does not allow us to calculate
a reliable estimate and therefore provides an unfair measure of performance. We
publish headline information for these providers separately for transparency, but they
do not constitute a formal QAR and should not be used to compare performance. The
underpinning data is included in our national achievement rates to provide a complete
view of performance. Details can be found in the ‘Apprenticeship Achievement Rates –
Transparency Redactions.pdf’ supporting file in the ‘Additional supporting files’
accordion.
 

Further information can be found in the following featured

Explore data

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/introduction-to-qualification-achievement-rates-qars#end-of-use-of-minimum-standards
https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/data-tables/fast-track/f552aea8-51d7-4305-91f5-08ddc43aea03
https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/data-tables/fast-track/06a491c4-bb61-49f6-a7f3-08ddc5d1ceae?featuredTable=true
https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/find-statistics/apprenticeships#section-additional-supporting-files


tables: 

Apprenticeship Achievement Rates by age and level
Apprenticeship Achievement Rates by individual standard / framework
Apprenticeship Achievement Rates by provider
Apprenticeship Achievement Rates by provider type and level
 

Back to top

Help and support
Methodology

Find out how and why we collect, process and publish these statistics.

Further education and skills statistics: methodology

Accredited official statistics

These accredited official statistics have been independently reviewed by the Office for
Statistics Regulation (opens in new tab) (OSR). They comply with the standards of
trustworthiness, quality and value in the Code of Practice for Statistics (opens in new
tab). Accredited official statistics are called National Statistics in the Statistics and
Registration Service Act 2007 (opens in new tab).

Accreditation signifies their compliance with the authority's Code of Practice for
Statistics (opens in new tab) which broadly means these statistics are:

managed impartially and objectively in the public interest
meet identified user needs
produced according to sound methods
well explained and readily accessible

https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/data-tables/fast-track/15548383-7f4b-4351-a7f4-08ddc5d1ceae?featuredTable=true
https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/data-tables/fast-track/98e01df2-7239-4a4b-91f4-08ddc43aea03?featuredTable=true
https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/data-tables/fast-track/06a491c4-bb61-49f6-a7f3-08ddc5d1ceae?featuredTable=true
https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/data-tables/fast-track/b326ebe5-a825-4900-a7f1-08ddc5d1ceae?featuredTable=true
https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/methodology/further-education-and-skills-statistics-methodology
https://osr.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/what-we-do/
https://code.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/the-code/
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2007/18/contents
https://code.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/the-code/


Our statistical practice is regulated by the Office for Statistics Regulation (OSR).

OSR sets the standards of trustworthiness, quality and value in the Code of Practice for
Statistics (opens in new tab) that all producers of official statistics should adhere to.

You are welcome to contact us directly with any comments about how we meet these
standards. Alternatively, you can contact OSR by emailing regulation@statistics.gov.uk
or via the OSR website (opens in new tab).

Contact us

If you have a specific enquiry about Apprenticeships statistics and data:

FE Statistics Production and Dissemination Team
Email: FE.OFFICIALSTATISTICS@education.gov.uk
Contact name: FE Statistics Production and Dissemination Team

Press office
If you have a media enquiry:

Telephone: 020 7783 8300

Public enquiries
If you have a general enquiry about the Department for Education (DfE) or education:

Telephone: 037 0000 2288

Opening times: 
Monday to Friday from 9.30am to 5pm (excluding bank holidays)
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