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This part of the consultation sets out Ofqual’s proposed approach to the use of on-
screen assessment in V Levels, Foundation Certificates and Occupational
Certificates. 

We are seeking views on how on-screen assessment should be regulated for these
new qualifications, taking into account their proposed purposes, expected
assessment design, delivery context, and the characteristics of the students who are
likely to take them.
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Background

Policy context 
The Curriculum and Assessment Review (CAR) identified potential benefits from
wider use of on‑screen assessment, including opportunities to support accessibility
and innovation. However, it also noted that the evidence base remains limited and
wider use of on‑screen assessment would have significant delivery implications for
schools and colleges. 

The Secretary of State has said any wider use of on‑screen assessment must be: 

proportionate and fair for students

manageable for schools and colleges to deliver with the staff, infrastructure and
resources they have at present 

Any transition to more on-screen assessment should also be introduced in a phased
and controlled way.

Ofqual’s recent consultation on on-screen
assessment 
Ofqual recently consulted on its approach to regulating on‑screen assessment in
GCSEs, AS and A Levels. That consultation proposed a controlled approach to
support responsible innovation while protecting standards, fairness, public
confidence, and secure and reliable delivery.  

The proposals were shaped by 4 guiding principles: 

risks to standards, public confidence and fairness arising from on-screen
assessment will be appropriately mitigated 

on-screen assessment maintains or enhances the quality of the assessment
experience for students and centres 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/curriculum-and-assessment-review-final-report
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/6937f1745cc812f50aa41e18/Letter_from_the_Education_Secretary_to_Ofqual_regarding_on-screen_exams_in_high_stakes_qualifications.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/regulating-on-screen-assessment


on-screen assessment maintains or enhances accessibility for students with
special educational needs and disabilities 

on-screen assessment platforms, awarding organisation arrangements and centre
arrangements are demonstrably capable of supporting secure and reliable
assessment delivery 

The consultation asked how these principles might apply to vocational and technical
qualifications. We are currently analysing responses and expect to publish our
decisions later this year. Responses to this question have informed the
proposed approach set out below.

Context for V Levels, Foundation Certificates and
Occupational Certificates 
V Levels, Foundation Certificates and Occupational Certificates are intended to have
a distinct vocational focus, with an emphasis on applied learning and practical
assessment. The nationally set subject content is intended to reflect the knowledge,
understanding and skills needed to work in relevant sectors. However, achievement
of these qualifications is not intended to signal full occupational competence, nor
to indicate that students have mastered the generic digital skills needed for the
workplace. Some elements of the subject content may nonetheless require the use
of digital tools. 

These new qualifications are intended to be taught in classroom-based settings and,
in some cases, will be studied alongside GCSEs, AS and A Levels. Many existing
vocational and technical qualifications already make use of on-screen assessment,
often through on-demand delivery. A smaller number of qualifications use on-screen
assessment in a sessional context, including some performance table qualifications
(such as Key Stage 4 Technical Awards) and Technical Qualifications within T
Levels. 

The increased focus on consistency and comparability arising from the proposed
reforms may to lead to more timetabled assessment where students take
assessments simultaneously on a date and time specified by the awarding
organisation than has been typical for some existing vocational and technical
qualifications, particularly at level 2. This may mean that similar issues relating to
centre capacity and infrastructure for on‑screen assessment, as identified in the
context of GCSEs, AS and A Levels, may also arise for these qualifications.



Other forms of assessment, such as extended tasks, projects, and skills-based
tasks will play a more substantial and central role within these qualifications than is
typically the case for GCSEs, AS and A Levels. This can support more authentic
assessment of applied learning and may provide opportunities for innovation at
lower risk than timetabled assessments.

Although many awarding organisations have existing platforms for on-screen
assessment, introducing on-screen assessment at an early stage in the delivery of
these new qualifications could present risks if centres and awarding organisations
have not yet had sufficient opportunity to build capacity.  

In the context of GCSEs, AS and A Levels, Ofqual has proposed to manage some
of these risks through a system‑wide approach, including limits on the number
of permitted on-screen specifications or restrictions in subjects with
large national entry volumes. We do not consider this approach to be appropriate
for V Levels, Foundation Certificates and Occupational Certificates. This reflects
that the implementation of these qualifications, including the number of qualifications
to be introduced, the awarding organisations that will deliver them, and the likely size
of the market, is still being finalised.

We expect these qualifications, particularly at level 2, are unlikely to have volumes
comparable to large entry GCSE, AS or A Level subjects. For this reason, we are
not proposing to manage the introduction of on-screen assessment by restricting its
use in larger entry subjects.  

The profile of students taking existing level 2 and level 3 vocational and technical
qualifications differs from that of AS and A Level students, with a higher proportion
from lower socioeconomic backgrounds and a slightly higher proportion with special
educational needs and disabilities (SEND). This suggests that issues of digital
inequality may also arise in the context of these new qualifications. While effective
use of technology can improve curriculum delivery and reduce barriers for some
students with SEND, it is important that any use of on-screen assessment is, and is
seen to be, fair. 

Our proposed approach to regulating on-screen assessment for these qualifications
therefore seeks to take account of both the potential risks and the potential
opportunities presented by on-screen assessment.

Proposed approach 



In developing our proposed approach to on-screen assessment for V Levels,
Foundation Certificates and Occupational Certificates, we have considered the
specific characteristics and contexts in which these qualifications will be delivered,
and the intended cohort of students. 

Against this background, we have sought to align, where appropriate, with the
approach proposed for GCSEs, AS and A Levels. 

Where on-screen assessment is permitted for V levels, Foundation Certificates and
Occupational Certificates, we propose that it will be subject to a consistent set of
overarching expectations, including: 

the same 4 guiding principles for on-screen assessment consulted on for
GCSEs, AS and A Levels (as detailed above) 

appropriate regulatory scrutiny, including accreditation and ongoing monitoring 

clear expectations relating to assessment platforms, digital devices and security,
to support consistency, accessibility and secure delivery 

the availability of on-screen assessment as a reasonable adjustment where this is
necessary and appropriate to meet specific accessibility needs of disabled
students 

This is intended to provide a coherent and proportionate regulatory approach across
general and vocational qualifications, and to avoid unnecessary duplication or
divergence in regulatory expectations. These expectations would apply wherever on-
screen assessment is allowed, across V Levels, Foundation Certificates and
Occupational Certificates.

Proposal
Against the overarching approach set out above, this consultation seeks views on
how the use of on-screen assessment should be permitted or restricted for new
qualification types. We are seeking views on the following proposals. 

V Levels – initial tranche (first teaching from 2027) 
For the initial tranche of V Levels, we propose to take a cautious and carefully
managed approach to the use of on-screen assessment for timetabled
assessments taken simultaneously by students. Our proposed approach is:

to allow the use of on-screen assessment in V Levels in digital systems and data



not to allow the use of on-screen assessment in V Levels in accounting and
finance or education

V Levels – future tranches 
For future tranches of V Levels, our proposed approach is:

to consider the use of on-screen assessment for timetabled assessments taken
simultaneously by students on a subject-by-subject basis for future V Levels, in
line with the guiding principles and approach consulted on for GCSEs, AS and A
Levels

for this to be informed by evidence from the delivery of the initial tranche of V
Levels, wider system readiness, and stakeholder feedback

Foundation Certificates and Occupational Certificates 
For Foundation Certificates and Occupational Certificates in the first and subsequent
traches:

to allow the use of on-screen assessment in Foundation Certificates and
Occupational Certificates

Rationale
V Levels 
V Levels are intended to support progression to higher education as well as to
higher technical training or an apprenticeship. It is therefore vital
students can complete their qualifications without disruption and to the same
timescales as students taking A Levels. This is particularly important in the early
years of delivery, as public confidence in the new qualifications is
being established. 

For the initial tranche of V Levels, we propose a cautious and carefully managed
approach to the use of on-screen assessment for timetabled assessments taken
simultaneously by students, allowing its use only for digital systems and data V
Levels at this stage. Having reviewed the subject content, we consider that in digital
systems and data V Levels a case can be made that on-screen assessment could
support valid assessment of the intended constructs and, in some cases, help
mitigate risks to the authenticity of student work in other assessment. 

Where awarding organisations choose to offer both paper-based and on-
screen modes of digital systems and data V Levels, we do not propose to require



them to develop separate specifications or substantially different questions for
each mode. This reflects the fact that these are new qualifications without existing
paper-based specifications, and that entry volumes are expected to be relatively
small. Requiring parallel specifications or significantly different questions would
therefore be disproportionate and could create unnecessary barriers to
delivery. This differs from the approach proposed for GCSEs, AS and A Levels, and
reflects the different context and scale of these new qualifications. 

We do not propose to allow the use of on‑screen assessment for timetabled
assessments taken simultaneously by students in other V Levels in the initial
tranche. We will, however, allow the use of on‑screen assessment for other
assessments in all V Levels. This reflects the central role of centre-marked
assessment in these qualifications and provides scope for appropriate innovation in
the assessment of applied learning.

This is an initial position for the first tranche of V Levels. As further V Levels are
introduced, and as evidence emerges from the delivery of the initial tranche, we
expect to refine our approach to the regulation of on-screen assessment. This will
include considering a wider range of subjects and drawing on engagement with
awarding organisations, schools and colleges, informed by their experience of
delivering the first tranche, to support the development of a longer-term approach.

Question 43

To what extent do you agree or disagree with the proposed approach to the
regulation of on-screen assessment in tranche 1? 

Question 44

Do you have any comments to inform the development of our longer-term
approach for the regulation of on-screen assessment in V Levels?

Foundation Certificates and Occupational Certificates 
Our proposed approach to the use of on‑screen assessment for Foundation
Certificates and Occupational Certificates seeks to ensure that students are not
adversely affected by risks such as limited centre capacity, digital inequality, or
insufficient awarding organisation readiness. 

However, we consider that these risks are mitigated in this context by a number



of factors. These include the likely smaller cohorts for these qualifications, the more
established use of on-screen assessment within vocational and technical
qualifications, and the greater flexibility we propose to permit in relation to the timing
of assessment. We do not therefore propose to place any restrictions on the use of
on-screen assessment for timetabled assessments taken simultaneously by
students for these qualifications.

Where awarding organisations choose to offer both paper-based and on-
screen modes, we do not propose to require separate specifications or substantially
different questions for each mode. This reflects the same considerations as set out
above for digital systems and data V Levels, including that these are new
qualifications without existing paper-based specifications and that entry volumes are
expected to be relatively small. Requiring parallel specifications would therefore be
disproportionate and could create unnecessary barriers to delivery.

Question 45

To what extent do you agree or disagree with the proposed approach to the
regulation of on-screen assessment for Foundation Certificates and
Occupational Certificates?

Next steps for the regulation of on-screen
assessment 
At this stage, we are seeking views on our policy proposals only. We intend to
consult on the draft regulations to implement our final policy positions for on-screen
assessment in tranche 1 V Levels and in Foundation Certificates and Occupational
Certificates in the autumn, alongside draft regulations for GCSEs, AS and A
Levels. We also plan to consult on our longer-term regulatory approach for V Levels
in due course.

Back to top



Help us improve GOV.UK
To help us improve GOV.UK, we’d like to know more
about your visit today. Please fill in this survey (opens
in a new tab).

Services and information

Benefits

Births, death, marriages and care

Business and self-employed

Childcare and parenting

Citizenship and living in the UK

Crime, justice and the law

Disabled people

Driving and transport

Education and learning

Employing people

Environment and countryside

Housing and local services

Money and tax

Government
activity

Departments

News

Guidance and regulation

Research and statistics

Policy papers and
consultations

Transparency

How government works

Get involved

Cancel

https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/gov-uk-banner/?c=no-js
https://www.gov.uk/browse/benefits
https://www.gov.uk/browse/births-deaths-marriages
https://www.gov.uk/browse/business
https://www.gov.uk/browse/childcare-parenting
https://www.gov.uk/browse/citizenship
https://www.gov.uk/browse/justice
https://www.gov.uk/browse/disabilities
https://www.gov.uk/browse/driving
https://www.gov.uk/browse/education
https://www.gov.uk/browse/employing-people
https://www.gov.uk/browse/environment-countryside
https://www.gov.uk/browse/housing-local-services
https://www.gov.uk/browse/tax
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations
https://www.gov.uk/search/news-and-communications
https://www.gov.uk/search/guidance-and-regulation
https://www.gov.uk/search/research-and-statistics
https://www.gov.uk/search/policy-papers-and-consultations
https://www.gov.uk/search/transparency-and-freedom-of-information-releases
https://www.gov.uk/government/how-government-works
https://www.gov.uk/government/get-involved


Passports, travel and living abroad

Visas and immigration

Working, jobs and pensions

Help  Privacy  Cookies  Accessibility statement  Contact
Terms and conditions  Rhestr o Wasanaethau Cymraeg
Government Digital Service

All content is available under the Open Government Licence v3.0, except where
otherwise stated

© Crown copyright

https://www.gov.uk/browse/abroad
https://www.gov.uk/browse/visas-immigration
https://www.gov.uk/browse/working
https://www.gov.uk/help
https://www.gov.uk/help/privacy-notice
https://www.gov.uk/help/cookies
https://www.gov.uk/help/accessibility-statement
https://www.gov.uk/contact
https://www.gov.uk/help/terms-conditions
https://www.gov.uk/cymraeg
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/government-digital-service
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/3/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/information-management/re-using-public-sector-information/uk-government-licensing-framework/crown-copyright/

	www.gov.uk
	Part 4 – On-screen assessment in V Levels, Foundation Certificates and Occupational Certificates - GOV.UK


